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THIS IS MY STORY, THIS IS :MY SONG 

It is amazing the mass of information and the process of cal­
culation that pupils in Nigerian schools of fifty years ago and be­
yond were taught to carry in thsir heads. Thus, weights and measures 
tables - symbols of which they hac~ never seen (ounces, pounds, hun­
dred-weights) - multiplication tables up to 12 must be learned, and 
in some schools up to 25 l as publisl1ec: in Collins Mathematical tables, 
as well as other facts anc~ methods collected in his little par.iphlet 
by Ha.jor Hans Vischer of Northern Nigerian Department of Education 
in the 1920 1 s. 

English language was taught in fragmentation. Apart from Heading 
e.nd V/ri ting, Spelling anc~ Dictation occurring on the class schedules 
c:i.s separate subjects, there appeared also Sentence making, repro­
c:uction Composition, Grammar and Analysis. In Grammar, vrhich was 
taught formc.1ly, the Comparison of Adjectives, principal parts of 
verbs must be committecl to memory. 

'I111is memory-work was still in vogue during my Primery school days. 
I ·want to recall a scene in my English language class e.s 2. primary 
schoo1 pu)il. The scene points to 2 moral 211d no doubt a.dorns the 
story I'm going to tell. 

Apparently on this fateful day, I had not done my homework well 
and was confused by the irregularity of the Capricious forms of these 
tenses. The class-teacl1er, as usue.l with stick in lw ..... "1.d, 1;-ras asking 
the pupils the princi~al parts of some verbs - cling, clang, clang, 
sing sang, sung, ring, rang, rung, end so forth, the sound produced 
with the recitation of these verbs in turn vvas so melodious you can 
a1most dance in tl1e class. 

Coming to my turn, t:Ce teacher asked for the ::_Jarts of pluperfect 
forms of 1 think' , a11d I rang out n thinl;;:, thank., tJ:12nl>:'; : , I cannot 
remember if the cane fell on me ( e.nc~ I should not be surprised if it 
did), but I remember the teacher remarked the.t it is they wl10 T:.~~INX 
that THM~! Thus, 1 thank 1 may be etyologically wrong as past tense of 
1 think', but certainly, you v.rtll agree, it is functionally cmd p}1ilo­
so:_:>hic8lly related to 'think' £ 

This is my story, this is my s2ng, let us as creatures of His 
lie.nds, endov7ed i;d tl1 the 1 re2soning fe.cul tyt, think of the wondrous 
works of tlrn Creator, in Creation, Hec.e1~11Jtion and o :f fering of S2i.­
vation, be:10lding His beauty a.nd love to us in tl1ings arounc~ us, 
think and thank I-Iim saying: li\'Jl'-en 211 ti1y 11ercies, 0 our Goel, 

Our ransome{ soul~ survey, 
~Cran.':-i::?orted with tl.J.e vie·.'! Y.'e've lost 
In vronder, love and praise"! 

Through 2i1 eternity to thee 
A joyful song v·re slrnll rcij_se; 

For, O, ~::;tei~nj_ ty is too short 
To utter a.11 tl1y ]_:;raise. 

SegLi..n Okubac'.ejo 
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This week has been a busy one, 
over the last fe1;r days I h2.ve 
thought 2f writing at least 5 or 6 
articles. Instead I am going to 
just 1;;rite 2. In kee1Jii1g with the 
purpose of this column, information 
about J~'l1S c.nc" its surroundings, I 
feel it is nee e ssary to s1Jsa.k about 
Communication. M2ybe I should 
renhrase that as the lack of con­
strmt, good 011d quality communi ... 
cation. 

Thero a.re three are2s I i;,rish to 
address this concern to. The first 
being the sec. In the three years 
I have been here, rarely clicl anyone 
know What WEJ..G haJlpening in SCC. 
Up until last week I doubt most 
p~ople even knew sec was operating 
vd thout e.dequate re1Jresentation. 
If sec ever has a meeting, what 
h2pJ_)ens in it is never really 
communicated to the community. 
Last year, Dr. Glasse stated ~e 
would like to see the minutes of 
all committees printed in the 
Communic2.tor. 

But this brings me to my second 
part, does anyone know what has 
been happening in COMP or Executive 
Cabinet? I haven't heard a word 
from either, yet each of these 
committees has student represen­
tation. Did you know the-student 
representative to the Executive 
Cabinet changed? I c~icln' t. Why 
aren't the students reporting to 
the other students? So often we 
blaL1e tb e 11 2.dmini strati on 11 , but 
here it is our own fault. I guess 
if yoLl vrant to know anything you 
he..ve to go and search for it. This 
is e. bad and very poor cornmunic2tio~1 
system. 

Now for the final point, our own 
student newsletter. From time to 
tirae it j_s 2n excellent piece of 
work. Yet it doesn't always exist. 
We have a vehicle for communication 
and we are not using it. Don 1 t we 
as students c2re? Aro we so 
wrapped up in our ovm worlds tl12t 
ws don't v1e.nt to get involved? 
r.rhe Seminarian screams out for 
people to help ~ut it out, to con­
tribute. Yet it is alvvays tl}e 
(continued next column) 
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anoe people who do. As to the 
consistGncy of its being published 
I am up,set. I would like to see 
it come out every week. I missed 
not having it for 6-8 weeks (Dec. 
to Feb.), maybe n one else does. 
I feel it..s absenc tends to 
devalue it. I sl o feel that the 
quality o i the pc..: er, print and 
typing do not bel· • The S~mi-
112;r-i 2.n needs to i11prove. 

I don't want to just complain, 
thus ·wj_ll prrniose a solution. 
11::cst, mor.e stud.eJ. ts neec: to get 
involved, that is a must. Second 
I feel a better t pewriter needs 
ta be use~. I al o feel that to 
1- -1 ~ ·-..1"1 1 · 1 t 1.... ·n·1 !:I .. ,...·,....., "l·ro "1e_1J .L~UD_lsn "1e 8Ji.l.1c,.Llc,n, ''~ 

naed to pay someoz e to do it. 
Why not hire c::c wo l~-study person 
tu type and print it? T}1e Comm-

• I • 1 • t' • 
unica~or is Qone n nis manner, 
so why Hot the Ser; inaricu.'1? If 
the :Seminarian is importc.:.J.1t to 
have, then let us do it right. 
Speak L'-JJ anc~ let our feelings 
known. We neec1- t, comrnLmicate. 

J ffrey s. Dick 
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The L~C:S Basketb2ll team took to 
the floor Hcnr._l_e.y r··_g:1t and. cane 
away a win11e1--, I think. I mis.secl 
no st of the first al f, but when 
I arrived ue we::ce osing. The 
second lwl f w2.s a tough game. 'l'he 
C;Jristians Ca!lG OU against t:1e 
lions anc~ you coul , not tell the 
two a1:1-sr·t. It w2s a rough game, 
one of el boi;rn, verbal abuse, bad 
c2.lls, slO}?lJY :Qlay and even worse 
m.1s:::iortsrnanlike conduct. Yes the 
te2n1 we ple.yed got our c,anclruf up 
2.nc~ i:1e vrnnt at tlrnm vri th every­
thing we ~1ac~. Instead of playing 
our best, 1.78 ::)layecl our ':1orst. 
::Tor me it nas tl10 wor.st game of 
tlrn yec.r, I :12tecl every minute of 
it. ~Chis ye2r for the first time 
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not the last game. In t~e encl it 
Das e. win, but how costly? For 
those interested the score was LTS 
L~L~, Ffli(I don't know their name)4.0, 
Clu~j_sti2n J_,ove O. Vie l1ave one more 
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