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“Now ] appeal to you, brothers and sisters... that you be united in

the same mind and the same Purpose”

~ 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NRSYV)

s

THRDWEEK AFTER EPIPHANY




Gathcring as the Bodg of Christ
CENTERING SONG “LEAD Us FRoM DEATH To LIFE (REFRAIN X 2)” NCH 581

Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;

Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe.
Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-707825.

GREETING
CALL TO WORSHIP

When fear is holding you back,

Come and see, and follow Christ.

When despair has brought you down,

Lift up your head, and follow Christ.

When all seems lost and the world is too harsh,

Take his hand, and follow Christ.

In this time of worship

Let us follow Jesus, and know that Jesus is with us.

Christ has come before us, Christ is with us, and Christ will come again. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN “Leap Us FRom DEATH To LIFE (ST. 1-2)” NCH 581

Still all the angry cries, still all the angry guns,
Still now your people die, earth’s sons and daughters.
Let justice roll, let mercy pour down,

Come and teach us your way of compassion.

[Refrain]
Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;
Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe.

So many lonely hearts, so many broken lives,
Longing for love to break into their darkness.




Come, teach us love, come, teach us peace,
Come and teach us your way of compassion.

[Refrain]
Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-707825.

Service of the Word

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING 1 CORINTHIANS 1:4-17 NRSV

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been
given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech
and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Now | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has been reported to
me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.
What | mean is that each of you says, “l belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or
“I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Has Christ been divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

| thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one
can say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.)

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.
Hear what God is saying to the people. Thanks be to God!




SERMON DEACONESS MYKA KENNEDY STEPHENS

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY STUDENT MINISTER

Let us implore the Lord our God praying,
“Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.”

We pray for leaders of the Church.

May they serve as examples

of integrity, love, peacekeeping, and justice-making.

May the Church place its hope in you, O God of the oppressed,
and not in human wisdom.

Silence

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.

We pray for the leaders of the nations and for the new leaders of this nation.
May they show mercy and advocate for the rights of the people.
May they, like Moses, seek the greater good rather than their own interests.

Silence

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.

We pray for the sick, the anxious and the sorrowful.
Make them hear of joy and gladness,
that broken bodies and broken spirits may rejoice.

Silence

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.




We trust to your mercy, O God, all who have died.

May they rest eternally in your peace.

To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, our God,
be honor and glory forever and ever.

Silence

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.

May you transform this season of tumult into your vision of peace,

not a negative peace, which is the absence of conflict, but a positive peace of
justice being done, the last becoming first, and the wicked falling by their own
snares.

Silence

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.

May all who fear harassment and discrimination know equality;

may innocent black, brown, and indigenous people be treated with the same
restraint afforded white insurrectionists.

May queer, trans, and gender non-conforming people be allowed to live authentic
lives of joy in the public square.

Silence

Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.

May you grant a special measure of your presence to those people and situations
our community names before you...

Silence




Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew your right spirit within us.

Going Forth as the Boclg of Christ

CLOSING SONG “LEAD Us FROM DEATH To LIFE (ST. 3)” NCH 581

Let justice ever roll, let mercy fill the earth,
Let us begin to grow into your people.
We can be love, we can bring peace,

We can still be your way of compassion.

[Refrain]
Lead us from death to life, from falsehood to truth,
from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace;

Let peace fill our hearts, let peace fill our world, let peace fill our universe.
Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-707825

BENEDICTION

SENDING & POSTLUDE
(50 and search diligent]g where (God resides,

And pay homage to all in whom the Spirit lives.
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