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* Tithnanni, Institutio Synibolica, Cap. IV.
f A smaller catechism, in a less perfect form had 

been published us curly as 1518. It was often repub­
lished, with improvements, until in 1529 it first appear­
ed in its present form.

LL’jthcrs Werko, Tom. 7. p. 5. Walch's Attsg.

GERMAN REFOBMED CHUBC1&

History, Doctrines, §c.—No. 5.
In our last essay we gave a brief account of 

’ ‘he origin and design of the first three confessions 
of faith in the Protestant churches,.. Of these 
three lhe Augsburg confession exhibited the faith 
of Luther and his followers upon those points in 
which the essence ofChristianity was believed to. 
consist, or concerning which they dissented from 
the church of Rome? This confession became 
the basis of others which were successively a- 
dopled, as new exigencies arose, until a I 
volume of symbolical books was eventually for­
med.

The “Apology of the Augsburg Confession.” 
is the next, in lhe series of these books. It was 
designed, as its title imports, to be a defence of 
lhe Lutheran Confession of-Augsburg against the 
refutation, as it was called, which had been pre­
sented by divines of the Papal party and public­
ly read in the same Diet. 'Pho impression that 
was made by the Lutheran confession was such, 
that even the Emperor began to waver. At 
■cn°tti, however uw opinion oi.loosepre.^.^v. 
who ur-'cd that a refutation of it should be compo- 
se<l bv'ibc Papal divines, and the whole matter 
should then be submitted to- the judgement ol 
thcEmneror. The Protestants demanded that 
their adversaries should exhibit a-confession ol

The first ’refutation which the Catholics offered 
was SO palpably deficient, that the Emperor him- 
edf rejected it; but another composed with more 
skill, being presented to him and read, on the 6th 
ol'Aimust, in thoeame Lie1. l>e professed to be 
satisfied with it, and thereupon demanded that the 
Protestants should acknowledge themselves com

PKINTED AND PUBLISHED- I !)!1CI',’. anf’ rclu™ t0 tllC bosom of the church.’ 
; lo this demand they refused to .submit, dccla- 

f or the Board of Missions of the G. R. Church, ■ ring that they were not confuted, and their re­
quest for a copy of the alleged refutation being 

' denied,, they directed Mclancthon to write a reply 
to what they could recollect after hearing ii road.

! In compliance with this request he composed a 
The Msssexger will be issued monthly, at ono dollar i defence of the Augsburg Confession, which was 

a. year, if paid in advance; or $1,25, if payment bo de- I ofiercd to the Emperor OU the 22d of Scpten ’ 
layed boyoiid the first six months. I but the monarch would neither receive it nor

Any person who procures five subscribers and, pays I sutler it to be.-read:f and on the 19th of Nov.
live dollars in advance, shall, bo entitledto six copies. | (hc final act of th{? Diet ,vns published, jn. w]lic]b 

Leiters addressed to the Editor, except those contain- ; after asserting that- the doctrine of the Protestants
I'rinn'.tw iffil’e"1 P°Sl’P ’ 3 " ‘ bccn r«f“tcd "•*'> the testimony of the holy

Poster f.r the Mwwnger for anv distance net ex. j scriPlu«*> their confessions, opinions and inno- 
ceeding 100 miles, 1 cent'; for any distance above 100 [ vations in the forms of worship were severely 
miles, 1A cents; but if within this state, 1 cent. [ condemned; everything was ordered to be resto­

red to its former state until the meeting of a Con­
i' oral Council; and the imperial displeasure and 
vengeance were threatened against all those who 
should presume to disobey these high com­
mands.? When Mclancthon had obtained a co­
py of the papal confutation, he revised and en­
larged his defence of the Augsburg Confession, 
and published ii hi 1531, together with that cele­
brated production. In this form it was approved 
by- all lhe. Princes-and States of the Lutheran 
parly as a true exposition of their confession, 
and was afterwards . known by the title of an 
“Apology for the Confession of Augsburg.” it 
was composed in Latin. The Germon.Apology 
is a translation made by Justus Jonas. . It differs 

large -considerably from the original; amplifies in nia- 
.. r.... ny places, anel’in others has important omis­

sions.
The third symbolical book of the Lutheran 

Church is the “Articles of Schmalcald.” The 
issue of the Diet of Augsburg having disappoin­
ted the expectation of the Pope and lhe Emperor, : 
Paul III. was- induced to proclaim a General i 
Council which was appointed to assemble at Man- i 
tuain Italy in May 1537. Though the Protes- I 
tants expected no good from a Council held in 1- < 
faly-under the auspices of the Roman Pontif, & 1 
of Saxony nevertheless directed Luther to pre- I 
pare a set of articles which might be laid before . 
lhe Council, if it should become expedient to take 
any part in its transactions. They were com- i 
posed by him in December 1536; and being ap- < 

men . iii-i proved and subscribed in a convention of the
their own, but this was.pertinaciously•declined. »______

•ThisconJuMion is published in Walch’s edition of 
lAHhcr’3 works, Tom. XVI. 1221; authors were. 
John Eepins, John Faber, (’nnr. Wimpina, John Coch- 
lu^iis, and John Dietonberger.

fSoo lhis Apology, Luthers Werko,Tom. XVI. 1292. 
t Plunk Gcsli. dcr Enstch. &c. Vol. J, p. 1, b. 7, Ja)- 

thers Worko Tom. XVI. 1925. 1

Lutheran Princes held at Schmalcald in Februa­
ry 1537, they were from that circumstance cal­
led the Articles of Schmalcald. The Council 
which had been appointed to assemble at Mantua 
in the same year, was however prorogued, and. 
after many delays, met eventually at Trent, in 
Italy, in 1545, was afterwards removed to Bolog­
na, and again brought back to Trent, where its 

the 22d ol September, sittings were terminated in 1563. The Protes- 
;» tants, for the reasons already stated, resolved to 

have no connexion with it, and disowned its au­
thority. The articles of Schmalcald were there­
fore not exhibited in this Council, and, indeed, 
were never formally published; but they were 
nevertheless admitted into the body of doctrine, 
and obtained public authority in the Church.*

The two catechisms of Luther, the larger pub* 
lished in 1528 or 1529 and the smaller in 1529,f 
soon.after the former, were raised to the rank of 
symbolical books after his death. This destina­
tion was contrary to their original design. The 
larger catechism was intended for the use of 
families and of uneducated preachers, as a guide 
in religious-instruction, and the smaller was com­
posed for the use of children. Luther did not in­
tend even that his catechisms exclusively should 
be used fur-these purposes. lie was willing that 
others should compose similar books fortheir 
own use in the instruction of children, and insis­
ted only on the necessity of retaining continually 

■‘SY die same forms of teaching which they had once 
prs introduced; and accordingly many other cate­

chisms wore in use in the Lutheran Church both 
during his lifetime and after his death. He had 
no thought of making any thing he had written 
a standard of orthodoxy for succeeding ages. At 
lhe close of his annotations on the Gospel of Mat­
thew,he expresses himself in the terms: “I do 
not wish that my books should last longer than 
the present century which they have served. 
God will send his laborers in other times, as he 
has always donc.”;t But after his death, the 
controversies which ensued gave to his name and 
his.writin«rs nn nnlbnriHr u-IiLUi !»...!
hostol enemies to Mclancthon,the bosom-friend ol 
Luther, who was next to him in the public esti­
mation and became his successor, as the head of 
the church, in Wiltemberg., Plank assigns as 
one of those causes the envy of men who aspired 
to the same dignity, and after • Luthers death



as

Bd. III.

* Planks Goscb. d. Prot. Thoologic.. Bd. III» Buoh 
I IX. p. 448—521.

cord was proclaimed with great solemnity in 
Dresden, the capital of Saxony.2

Though this new formula, was not, like the 
preceding ones, universally received in the 
church, it nevertheless obtained great authority 
in many German states, and especially in Saxo­
ny. Wherever it was established as the law of 
the church, the peculiarities of the churches doc­
trinal system were exactly defined and firmly 
settled by its authority, the opinions which it 
condemned were suppressed, and the violent con­
troversies that had prevailed were terminated.

A better way to heal the church, to restore her 
peace,and to promote her felicity, would have 
been found, ii the points of difference between 
the contending parties had been viewed in their 
true light, as unessential matters, about which 
men might difler without displeasing God, or 
hurting themselves, or. one another. It was the 
adoption of this Form of Concord, as we shall 
see hereafter, that completed the separation of 
the two principal branches of the Protestant 
church, the Lutheran and the Reformed, which 
the unhappy disputes concerning the Lord’s 
Supper, had begun more than fifty years before.

In addition to these formularies, which belon­
ged to the whole church or to the greater-portion 
of it, there were others of less note, that were pe­
culiar to particular stales; as the Corpus Doc- 
trino) Philippicum, which, prior to the overthrow 
of the party of Melancthon, had been adopted in. 
Saxony; the Corpus Doclrintc of Pomerania; 
that of Brunswick and Lunenburg; that of Thu­
ringia ; &c. All these contained the Augsburg. 
Confession and the Apology, but in other parts, 
of the collection they differed considerably. 
Some of them contained portions of the works of 
Melancthon, others a collection of some of Lu­
ther’s writings. These were superceded by the 
Form of Concord, where it was adopted. Where 
that was rejected, we presume the more ancient 
Corpus Doctrinm continued in use.

* Planks Gcsch'cl’tc d. 1’rot. Theologic. 
Buch X. p. 522—818.

•Plunks Cesch. d. Protestantiachcn Theologic B. 1. 
p. 78. tec. Sec aluo Tittrnunni Inslilutio Symbolica. 
Cap. V, §2.

tPlankjs Gesch. &o.' Bd.2. Th. 2. p. 627.

MESSENGER OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH.
Nicolaus Sclneccer, ol Saxony, David Chrytae- . 
us, of Mecklenburg, Andrew Musculus, and 
Christopher Corner, of Brandenburg. These, 
together with twelve other Saxon divines, assem­
bled at Torgau, in May 157G, and in the short 
space of ten days, produced the work which was 
afterwards known by the title of “The Book ol 
Torgau.” Copies of this work were sent by the 
Elector, to most of the Protestant princes of Ger­
many, with a request that they should commu­
nicate to him their opinions and those of their 
divines, respecting it, and also take measures to 
procure the judgment of the authorities and'di­
vines of the smaller slates. The numerous ex­
ceptions, and frequently severe censures, that ac­
companied most of the answers which the Elec­
tor received, induced him to re-assemble the au­
thors of the work, for the purpose of giving to it 
a more acceptable form;. which, however, was 
no easy task, since the wishes of those who had 
asked for amendments, were frequently in direct 
opposition. The convent of Berg was selected 
as the place of meeting.* Here Andrete Chem­
nitz and Sclneccer commenced their new labor 
on the 1st of March, 1577. They were joined 
by their associates Chrytacus, Musculus and 
Corner, on the 19th of.May, and on the 28th of 
the same month, they completed the work which, 
has since been distinguished by the title ol “The 
Form of Concord.”

The first intention of the princes, and of ah 
who were engaged in promoting this measure ol 
pacification, was to submit it for adoption to a 
general council of tho Lutheran church; but the 
experiment which had been made with the book 
of Torgau, in the particular conventions of the 
several slates, indicated too plainly what might 
be expected from a general council, and what 
would bo the fate of a work of this kind, in any 
form that could be given to it. That design was 
therefore abandoned, and the Elector resolved to 
introduce the Form of Concord first in his own 
dominions.. For this purpose, a special commis­
sion was appointed, consisting of Andrea), Scl- 
ncccer, and the general supcrintendant of Wit­
tenberg, Poly carp Leyser. These were char­
ged with the duty of procuring tho subscriptions 
of all the divines and schoolmasters in the Elec­
tor’s dominions, who were convened for this pur­
pose in small assemblies that were held in the 
principal towns. The weariness which a long 
and fierce controversy had produced, the perso­
nal influence of the commissioners and the uni­
versal understanding that deposition from office 
and loss of their, livings, would be the certain 
consequence of refusal, procured an almost u- 
nanimous subscription. Similar measures were 
of the other states of Germany. In some how­
ever, more difficulty was experienced, and in 
others, as in Pomerania, Holstein, Hessia, An­
halt,- &c.,. the new formulary was rejected. 
Some further.corrcctions were made in the work 
by Andrea) and Chemnitz, who met for this pur­
pose in the same convent in 1580; and in the 
same year, on the 25th of June, the anniversary 
of the Confession of Augsburg, the Form of Con-

could endure no superior.* His opponents gave, 
as the reason of their hostility, his deviation 
from the illustrious founder of the church on the 
subject of the Lords supper, and several other 
points that were esteemed of less importance. 
Choy professed to bo the orthodox Lutherans, 

whilst they charged Melancthon and his disci­
ples with a secret attachment to Calvin’s theory 
of (he Eucharist, and applied to them the epithet 
of Cryplo-Cahinists. A controversy arose 
which convulsed the whole churcli, and continu­
ed still to distract it after the good Melancthon 
slept in his grave. The efforts of his adversa­
ries wore directed to'destroy liis credit and to 
ruin his party;' and they succeeded in their en­
deavours to make his opinions extremely odious; 
suspicion was brought upon his name and his 
writings, and his adherents suffered a most dis­
astrous overthrow. As Mclancthon’s credit sunk, 
that of Luther rose; and, amidst the heat which 
the controversy produced, he obtained such an 
authority in the church, that his writings were 
consulted as oracles, and that portion of them 
which was every where in more general use than 
>hc rest, his catechisms, were received into the 
body of symbolical books. A judgement of the 
state of feeling on this subject, may be formed 
from the measures which were taken by Augus­
tus Elector of Saxony, in 1574, to purge his do­
minions of what he considered heresy, and from 
the four interrogatories to which affirmative an­
swers were required from all who wished to re­
tain their places in the church. Professor Plank 
has given them in his “Gcschichte der Protestan- 
tischen Theologic.”f The third interrogatory 
is in these terms : “Do you receive and hold ev-. 
ery thing contained in the writings of the blessed 
Doctor Luther, especially in his controversial 
writings against the Sacramcntarinns, as the 
right, "only, and eternal truth of God?” If con­
troversy had been confined to the points at issue 
between Protestants and Papists, the bible would 
have continued to be the only standard of truth 
and orthodoxy, and the principles of the Refor­
mation would have been preserved unimpaired; 
and, when Protestants disagreed among them­
selves, if the controversy had been limited to the 
parties of Zuingli and of Luther, the bible might 
still have remained the only standard of truth; 
••br neither parly would have admitted tno Con­
fessions of the other; but when Lutherans were 
at issue with Lutherans, it was natural to appeal 

. to the authority of their founder, and the conse­
quence that followed was equally natural. But 
li e ago was one in which the principles of toler­
ation0were ill understood and less practiced. .

Tho Form of Concord is the last of the public 

serve it in future,, by settling the sense in which 
tho doctrinal points that were disputed amongst 
Lutheran divines, were to be understood, and 
excluding from the church those teachers who 
should refuse to adopt its interpretations, It was 
compiled under, the auspices of Augustus, Elec­
tor of Saxony, by six divines, viz: Jacob Andrc- 
:e, of Wirtemberg, Marlin Chemnitz; ofSuabia,

FOR THE MESSENGER.

Mr.. Edit or,
If you deem the following remarks 

worthy of the attention of the lovers of truth, you 
will plcaso give them a place in the Messenger..

In the whole region of country where I reside-, 
a palpable and growing error with regard to the- 
propcr English name of our church, prevails, not 
only among its own members, but also among 
those of the Lutheran and Methodist denomina- 

vnu. consKieranie dis­
tress and embarrassment in many of oilt con­
gregations, particularly in the southern and wes­
tern sections of the church, having in some in­
stances opened a door to that class of ministers 
who are prone to enlarge their own ranks by 
making proselytes of our people, and to persuade 
us, that bearing the same name with themselves, 
we properly belong to their church. I need on­
ly refer to the afflicting circumstances of our 
Brick Church in Loudon Co. Va., for an illus­
tration of my remark. In this and in other ca­
ses, the error to which I allude, was successfully 
employed to entice our. people away from us<
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Maryland Classes, ?
Feb. 19,1833. $

ui _
>osc of getting themselves 

of building a new one

operating with their brethren in the great cflbrls 
which arc now making to furnish our church 
with a suitable ministry, and to supply the desti­
tute places in it, which have entreated us for 
years to come to their help, and no one heard 
them. We may do much if we labor together: 
but if our brethren forsake us, and go where their 
assistance is not needed, our efforts must be re­
laxed, and our brightest prospects destroyed. 
No one must shrink from doing his part. The 
great denominations in the Christian church 
should rival one another in doing good,. God 
has introduced into the world different nation"’, 
tribesand families, because these separate com­
munities are best adapted to call into exercise the 
virtues ofthe heart, and the exertions of the mind 
of man. For the same reason he has willed that 
there should be different sects in the Christian 
church, to develope more fully our Christian vir­
tues, and tostimulatc ustoaholy rivalry in fur­
thering the great cause'of the Redeemer. Let 

: us not therefore desert our post. Let us staj 
where our hearts and hands may be united in 
building up the church of our fathers. If we de­
cline it, there are none who will do it lor us; and 
u bile our brethren call upon us, in the language, 
of our lather-land, to send some to minister to 
them, shall we forsake them,—shall we disown 
them,—and leave them as strangers to perish?

PniLALETHES.

Per the Messenger.
SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Extract front the report ofthe Sunday School 
Society ofthe German Reformed Church, Ha­
gerstown Nd.

“It is a little more than a year since the school 
went into operation. It commenced with one 
hundred-scholars, and has been conducted be 
one supcrintcndant and ten male with as main 
female teachers. It affords us the greatest plea­
sure to state, that since the school has been in 
existence, it has been growing in prosperity, and 
the number of scholars has been .gradully increa­
sing, being at present one hundred and 'fifty. To 
meet this increase it has become necessary to ap­
point additional teachers, and five, have accord­
ingly been chosen, one of whom. is to supply, the 
place of a worthy female teacher, of whose ser­
vices we have been deprived by her removal.

The course of instruction in the first three 
quarters, was, besides reading &c., committing 
to memory and reeling scripture passages and 
the catechism. (Several remarkable instances of 
diligence and application in this exercise might, 
be mentioned* Three scholars of the first fe- 

722, one 788, and the third 791 scripture verses 
—total 2251 verses, besides some hymn--, 
nearly the half of all which were committed in 
the third quarter. Similar examples were also 
exhibted in the other classes of both sexes. It 
has however been thought advisable, since the 
third quarter, to adopt a different plan of instruc­
tion, by which less is committed to memory by 
the scholar, but more instruction is imparted by 
the teacher. The bible-catechism has boon in­
troduced into the school, and passages of scrip­

in that language with which many, and often a 
majority of them, are most familiar. Our church 
is deprived of the young and active portion ol 
her members, and, thus drained of her life’s blood, 
she languishes in the support of her institution** 
and in her general prosperity.

I know of no plea that can be set up by the 
promoters of these disturbances to defend their 
conduct, I cannot see that the interest of the 
church of Christ will bo forwarded, if one denomi­
nation of Christians be built up from the ruins of 
another. The church of Christ is like an army 
advancing against the host of an enemy, which 
would certainly not be strengthened by attempts 
to recruit.the numbers of one regiment out of 
the ranks of another. .No, let. us advance in 
concert‘against our common foe, without coun­
tenancing these silly attempts which create con- 

Book, their Hoi-’ fusion and embarrassment in our midst, and 
if any are eager to enlarge their ranks, let it 
be from those of our enemy, the world, which 
arc filled with their tens of thousands still.

I do not see that any principle ofcharity can 
be the motive ofthcsaproselyters from the bosom 
of our church. They can hardly allege the ex­
cuse that they do evil that good may come. I 
think I may assert, without being accused of ex­
traordinary-sectarian zeal, that the doctrine and 
practice of our church is as pure as that of any 
other denomination of Christians. The Heidel­
berg Catechism, which was composed in the Pal­
atinate of Germany in 1563, was adopted in all 
the Reformed churches, as containing the essen­
tial doctrines of salvation as received by Zuingli 
and his followers. It embodies all that is really 
important, without entering into that minute de­
tail about contested points, which only entangles 
the consciences of men, and leads to strifes with­
out an object and without an end. It allows per­
fect liberty of opinion upon all those matters a- 
bout which many good men in every age have 
agreed to differ. No other church, that- I am 

in<Tencrouslv promote acquainted with, oilers these advantages, and lol- 
. — lows out the principles ofthe Reformers in this

respect, so fully as our own. They le‘l the 
church of Rome, because it-mixed the teachings 
of men with the revelations of God; and is there 
not reason to fear that some churches of the 
protestant family are tending to a similar error 
in our day ?

Our church is not a new thing. It is among 
the oldest Protestant churches in Christendom. 
We arc not an erring branch from the stock of our 
Presbyterian brethren, which ought, if possible, 
to be brought back and made to cling to the pa­
rent vine. If there is parentage on either side it, 
is on that ofthe German Reformed Church. The 
founders ofthe Presbyterian church in the British 
Islands were pupils of the distinguished teachers 
in the Reformed CJiurch on the continent of Eu­
rope. That they founded the samecnurch how­
ever, as that in which they had been taught, is 
not necessarily the case, any more than that, be­
cause John Wesly was originally an Episcopa­
lian, therefore the Methodist Church which he 
founded should be exactly the same with the Epis­
copalian.

]n conclusion I would exhort my Reformed 
brethren to remain in their own church. They 
can no where do so much to promote the glory 
of God and the salvation of sinners, as by co­

when they had no pastor to keep them together 
within the pale of their own church.

This error originates in a wrong translation of 
the. title “Hoch Deutsche Evangelisch Reformir- 

•’!e Kirche,” which is very commonly turned into 
“German Presbyterian Church.” It might with 
:us much propriety be translated German Quaker, 
German Methodist, or German any thing else; 
for any person possessing the slightest acquain­
tance with the German language, knows that the 
word “Reformirt” means “Reformed,” and that 
only. The title of our church therefore is, “The 
German Reformed Church,” and the slightest re­
flection will convince any man that this church 
is a.very different one from the Presbyterian, to 
which it has no more affinity than the Lutheran 
has to the Episcopalian. 1 refer those who have 
no better source of information within their 
reach, to their German Hymn 
delberg Catechism, the annual Acts of Synod; 
or the English Hymn Book,.published by order 
of Synod at Hagerstown in 1831. They cannot 
but perceive that our denomination must be a 
distinct one from the Presbyterian, when it has 
its own ecclesiastical judicatories, and its own 
symbolical and devotional books’.

This erroneous notion of our identity with the 
Presbyterians, is unfortunately strengthened by 
the fact, that many of the charters of our con­
gregations, and the deeds for their property, 
style them German Presbyterians- Our clergy 
-also frequently let the error pass without correc­
tion, until in time their practice, when it is too 
late to correct it, is used as evidence of the pro­
priety of the appellation. They find themselves 
known by this name when they first arrive in a 
neighborhood where it prevails, and therefore 
(all in with the common practice of applying a 
wrong name to themselves, until their people 
lose sight of the proper origin -of their church, 
and arc prepared afterwards, when deprived of a 
clergyman of their own denomination, to listen 
to the arts of those who 
the delusion, for the purp< 
into the vacant station, or 
on the ruins ofthe old.

For the Presbyterian Clergy as a body I have 
the highest respect; and I know that they would 
disown the labors of those who resort to the piti­
ful stratagem I have mentioned in order to pro­
mote their own selfish designs. I speak advi­
sedly however, and lament the fact, when I state 
if, that this management lias been resorted to in 
but too many instances. I am acquainted with 
a consistory of one of our congregations in this 
section of country, who are willing to be legally 
qualified that this imposition was practiced upon, 
them, and that, besides, some very disrespectful 
remarks were made upon our synod, calculated 
lO Stain it With Opprobium, in ardor tn rnnkn this 
deluding attempt the more successful. Restless 
men without pastoral stations come into the 
neighborhood of our congregations, which areof- 
ten without a preacher, and, having gathered a 
small circle around them, they begin to cry out to 
our people “union!” “union!” the secret of which 
union is, that our people shall unite with them. 
Our congregations are thus weakened, and the 
feeble remnant arc rendered incapable of sup­
porting a pastor, and must therefore be forever 
without one to break unto them the bread of life
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large,
'€&rre&pondeu.€e.

serve how"it works. If defects arc‘discovered 
in it, let thorn be amended without unnecessary 
delay ; and continue, in this manner to im-' 
prove it, until its actual efficiency shall demon­
strate that it is,in all its parts, what it ought to 
be. The children whom it is our business to edu­
cate will soon have grown above our strength: 
and if we have notimplarited :n them those reli­
gious and moral principles which arc 'stronger 
than the parents arm, or the power of human 
laws, there will be nothing to preserve them from 
vice and from the ways of destruction. Well 
may the Sunday-school teacher say that his of­
fice is “a good work,” and the faithful one expect 
his reward from God. up or hired. The salary offered him, though not

’ large, may with economy, b^
his wants, and much hospitality may be calcula-

TIIE GERMAN CONGREGATION IN WASHINGTON 
’ CITY.

Our readers have already been informed that 
a German Congregation, consisting chiefly oi

may with economy, be made to answer 

ted on in addition.”
These emigrants are of different religious de­

nominations : some of them are of the Reformed 
persuasion, others of the Lutheran, and some, it 
is said, are Roman Catholics; yet they all unite 
with the utmost cordiality in receiving the same­
pastor, because he preaches to them the gospel of 
Christ, and preaches in their own language. 
We will here put the question, whether this is.a 
time to think of abolishing the German language 
in this country, and whether German Theologi­
cal Seminaries arc not worth the attention of 
those enlightened and benevolent Christians who 
desire to promote the kingdom of God, and contri­
bute so liberally to other institutions ? This new 
church could not be supplied without depriving 
other congregations, who had’long been destitute, 
of the pastor whom they had just received. Ma­
ny congregations are now destitute—many in- 
which an English preacher would be utterly use­
less;—and, by the continual influx of Germans 
from Europe, new settlements and new congre­
gations are rising up, and claiming sympathy 
and aid from us, with a rapidity of increase that 
far outstrips our means.

THE MAILS.
We have heard many complaints from sub­

scribers about failures in the arrival of our pa­
per, and arc likely to be sufferers on that ac­
count. The fault is not in the editor; and the 
publishers assure us that it is not in them. We 
.nnn. fhorntnrA n«L«$ign no other onfise for it than 
that of irregularity in some of the post-offices. 
We believe that post-masters generally are at­
tentive and faithful; but mismanagement in one 
office will defeat the vigilance of all the rest. 
The following is an extract of a letter from a sub­
scriber in Germantown, Pa.

“As I -find that the Messenger doos not como 
regularly, 1 have some idea of stopping my sub-

I have received no number cither for

lure arc illustrated by the teacher in a familiar 
manner. In this way, we are persuaded that 
more valuable scripture knowledge is imparted 
to the scholar than by burthening his memory 
with commitlinglong lessons, which are often but 
imperfectly understood, and we have reason to 
believe that, in many cases, by the familiar in­
structions of the teacher, seeds arc sown which 
will in due time spring up and grow unto eternal 
life.

During the past year there has also been at­
tached to the school a very valuable library of 
Sunday school books, selected and purchased by 
Mr. E. Smith, one of the teachers of the school, 
lowborn the thanks of the society are due for his 
pains in procuring so choice and excellent a col­
lection.

We would not be understood to intimate that 
the present organization of our school is perfect, 
or its present condition altogether what wo could 
wish it; but wo may freely say that much good 
has been done, and from the diligence of the pre­
sent teachers and the deep interest they take in 
their several charges, much-more may be expec­
ted. It is due to them to say, that they have de­
voted themselves to the task of teaching with a 
truly Christian spirit, for which they deserve the - . . , , , ( , ■ .
approbation ofthc church, and of the community emigrants wl"> "nved, "as organ.-
at large. May they be rewarded for their labor ”r'A ,bz' Pr‘”
of love. May their lot be with “those that be 
wise,” and their reward with “thosethat turn ma­
ny to righteousness.” May their joy be made 
full in welcoming souls to the kingdom of glory, 
whom, by the mercy of’ a kind Redeemer, they 
may have been instrumental in directing fo that 
narrow path in which we must all go if we would 
obtain eternal life.”

James Zwisler Jun., Sec.
The change, which this report describes, in the i 

mode of conducting Sunday-school instruction, 
is undoubtedly judicious. We have never ap­
proved the practice of committing to memory 
great quantities of matter which is not understood. 
Unloss the children understand what they learn,it 
adds nothing to their knowledge; it exerts no in­
fluence upon their hearts; and even its hold up­
on their memory is but feeble. A’single verse, 
the sense of which the child comprehends., is 
worth a hundred of which nothing but the words 
are known. The subject of Sunday-school tea­
ching deserves more attention than it has yet 
received. It is not below the dignity of the most 
intelligent members of every congregation. It 
must not be imagined that enough is done if a 
sunday-school has been established; that every 

. . - • • o • - o - - * - o'- ' ----- •*— •---------sr
tcacher is already sufficiently qualified. The 
object of sunday-schodls.is the religious educa­
tion of children. We cannot conceive of one 
that is more important; norone that is more diffi­
cult: and the serious and thoughtful teacher, 
who has made the experiment, will acknowledge 
that few possess all the fitness which they ought 
to have for such an office. If a system has been 
introduced, iet careful attention be given to ob-

zed some lime ago by the Rev. Mr. Ungerer, ac­
ting under the authority of our Board of Mis- 

L- sions, and that Mr. Ungerer had received and 
accepted a call to become their pastor. Some 
difficulty being apprehended, on account of Mr. 
U’s. connexion with another charge, to which he 
had been previously called, a letter was addres- 
ood on »at subject to the Secretary of the Board 
of Missions, by a gentleman in Washington, 
from which we are permitted to make the fol­
lowing extracts. Our object in-making them is 
to show how much the privileges of the gospel 
are valued by our German brethren who come 
to this country in quest of new homes, and how 
cruel it would be to neglect such a people.

“Your letter dated the 17th instant, did not 
reach me until this morning. From it I learn 
that the Missionary Board is under the impres­
sion that, as Mr. Ungerer has but lately taken 
charge of his present congregations, “it would 
be unseasonable for him at present to leave 
them.” From the date of your letter, 1 am in­
duced to hope that this opinion had -been formed 
before Mr. Ungerer’s return from Washington, < 
and his report of the happy success of his last 
visit to our city. Could the Board witness the ' 
manner in which he has been received by his ‘ 
countrymen, the unexpected joy, the mutual | 
—♦)»«> flnwina rs._ the.smiles of. z
satisfaction, the earnest exertions, the personal t 
sacrifices so promptly ollered, and the universal 
satisfaction on discovering that they were able to 
offer him a decent support, and might cherish 
the hope that “their eyes” would once more “sec 
their teacher,” and that they might have the hap­
piness of hearing the gospel preached to them in 
their own tongue,—they could not, I am sure, 
think of dashing all these fond hopes at a blow, 
and checking, disheartening, and possibly des- - . - 
troying altogether, the efforts of a- generous, scription.

though not a wealthy people. Mr. Ungerer wa.-' 
welcomed by them as a messenger from heaven, 
u gift dropped upon them, unexpectedly, from 
the merciful hand of the God of their fathers. 
They listened to him with heartfelt emotion ; 
they welcomed him into their houses; they 
brought him their children; they wanted to 
make him addresses of thanks, and they imme­
diately mustered their resources, subscribed their 
money, resolved themselves into a union, agreed 
on the principles of their church fellowship, and. 
in fact, laid' the first stone of what may one day 
become a happy and flourishing church.”

“We have obtained a unanimous vote of the 
Corporation, granting to Air. Ungerer the use of 
a spacious apartment in our City Hall, as long as 
he shall need it, and until a building can be put
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defections.

may

Religious Flattery.—In noticing the in­
tercourse of Christians, and reading religious 
publications, I have thought that there was, at 
the present day, Icoa faithfulness and plain deal­
ing, and more flattery, among the professed fol­
lowers of Christ, (han is compatible with the 
simplicity of the gospel. A minister, on leaving 
tbn church on the oabbath,-is told by a brother 
or sister, “You have given us an excellent ser­
mon. I was never so much delighted. I could 
scarcely sit still.” Aller speaking at an evening 
meeting, a minister calls on a lay brother to lead- 
in prayer. The brother prays that “our pastor 
may be abundantly rewarded for the peculiarly 
interesting manner in which he has addressed 
us.” A young convert is requested to pray, 
and after lie has ended an elder brother speaks 
ofthe “astonishment and delight,” with which he 
has listened to his young brother. In an ac­
count of a protracted meeting, it may be said, 
“Brother A. was present and preached with his 
accustomed ability and eloquence:” or “Brother 
B. addressed life meeting in a particularly appro­
priate arid forcible manner:” or “the preaching 
of brother C. melted the whole audience.” Thus 
apparently overlooking the (act, that Paul n 
plainanu Apuiius uuici, dul 
crease.

Or probably something like this may be found: 
“I ought to add that we derived great assistance 
from two lay brethren, w.ho labored with us in­
cessantly day and night with great success.”

A.highly respectable, and ordinarily very pru­
dent, clergyman, recently said to a layman who 
urged him to go to a protracted meeting, “If I 
were to go, I should think that I ought to sit un­
der the gallery.stairs and hear you talk.”

Would be the result, for the worse luck I had the 
more I bought.

“Since. I have reflected on my rashness. I can­
not look back’and see how it is possible I could 
have conducted tn this way. When the situation 
I occupied, and the confidence reposed in me, 
and the long time 1 have been engaged, and the 
reward for my poor services by—that all should 
be lost in one inoiricnt—but the loss is too much 
lor me to bear.

“Oh that seven or eight months past of my ex­
istence could be blotted out—but no, 1 must go 
—and ere this paper is read, my spirit is gone to 
my Maker, to give 'dn account of my misdeeds 
here, 'and receive the dreadful sentence for self 
destruction and abused confidence.

[Two or three lines erased.']
“Relations and friends I have, from whom I 

do not wish to part under any circumstances; 
but necessity—

“Oh wretch. Lotteries have been thy nun.
“[’cannot add-more.”
His Excellency Gov. Lincoln, on being infor­

med rof the alarming infraction of the laws re­
specting lotteries, addressed a communication to 
both Houses, yesterday, calling the immediate 
attention ofthe Legislature to the suppression of 
the sale of tickets. It was referred to a com­
mittee, who will, we trust, arm the legal autho­
rities with all the necessary powers to prevent 
offenders from escaping with only a slight pecu­
niary punishment.

on their unlawful labors in every street and alley,x the present time; n* smaller amount I did hop 
in bold defiance of the penalties they deserve. r-~ ,l-........... r 1 -
The sin of his death lies, in fact, at the door of 
a vender of Lottery Tickets. The outrageous 
extent to which he was duped, will hardly be 
credited. In the short space of between seven 
and eight months, he embezzled the enormous 
amount of 818,000, every cent of which was I’ost 
oti Lottery Tickets.

I have no desire to excite unmerited ill-will a- 
gainst any member of the community; it is not 
my wish to draw down undeserved odium upon 
any particular mode whereby men gain their 
livelihood; but of a traffic which even permits 
such a monstrous fraud as 1 have mentioned, 1 
shall speak in no measured terms—arid I have 
mistaken the temper of my fellow-citizens, if they 
are not prepared to sustain me in saying, that it 
must be broken up. They who follow it arc dai­
ly and hourly violating the lawot the land, and 
must bo watched and detected, and punished.

I have been permitted to copy the dying doula-; 
ration of poor Ackers, which was found in his 
desk, aficr"his death. It was probably written 
a few moments only before he committed the aw­
ful act, to which he was hurried by the goading? 
of remorse. It is a simple picture ofhuman wo. 
In its untutored language we sec to what depth 
of wretchedness one false step reduced a man.’ 
upon whose whole life before not a blot rested.

Read it—all ye who know how much of vir­
tue and vice is the mere offspring of accident— 
the creation of circumstance. Our daily prayer 
is, not to be led into temptation; let us watch, as 
well as pray, and drive out temptation from us 
—from us and from ours, from those we love and 
those we trust. We have made the land ring 
with our voices against intemperance—and it is 
well; but let us remember that there is another 
enemy abroad, whose assaults, if hot so frequent, 
arc nd less subtle and no less ruinous. The 
dram-seller can at least hoiu-.t that Li«» cord id. 
trade is not frowned upon by the law; but the 
vender of lottery tickets cannot urge even this 
miserable plea. His traffic is unlawful, as well 
as immoral; and in its consequences it has made 
desolate-many a fireside, that was never darken­
ed by a drunkard. The mournful case of Ac- 
'.ersis not the only one, which has ended in ig­
nominy- and death; but let the people do their du­
ty, and they can make it the last.

“I have for the last seven months gone fast 
down the broad road to destruction.

“There was a lime and that too but a few 
months since, that I was happy because I was 
free from debt and care.

“The time 1 note my downfall, or deviation 
was about the mid­

dle of June last, when 1 took a share in a compa­
ny of Lottery tickets, whereby I was successful 
in onialntng a share oi one nair me capital piUc, 
since which I have gone for myself, a’nd that too, 
not on very small scale, as you can judge from 
the amount now due J. R. & Co. every dollar of 
which has been spent in that way.

“I have lived or dragged out a miserable ex­
istence for two months past. Sleepless nights 
and a guilty conscience have led me on to the fa­
tal act.

“Only the hope of making Messrs. J. R. & 
Co. good for the defalcation has pos'pbned it till

July or December. Where the fault lies I know 
nob If there were an agent,'I would have stop­
ped my own'long since. 1 have also been infor­
med by others of the irregularity of the paper 
coming to hand. One gentleman has told me 
that he has received but one or two numbers du­
ring the whole year.”

Nothing shall be wanting on our part, US' far 
•as we'r.rc able, to ensure punctuality in the trans­
mission of the paper.

LOTTERY GAMBLING AND SUICIDE.

The late Air. Ackers-Consequences of Lotteries.
“Thesubjoined communication,” says the Bos­

ton Daily Atlas, “has been furnished to us for 
. publication by a committee of the most respecta­
ble gentlemen in this city. We invite to it the 
attentive perusal of every person whose eye may 
glance at it.”

The recent self-destruction of Mr. David II. 
Ackers in this city, demands a - more emphatic 

’ public notice than it has yet received. The feel­
ings ofthe community were perhaps nevermore 
painfully, more indignantly excited, than they 
have been by this afflicting event; and the re-. 
rnembrance of it must nut be permitted to pass 
away without giving such a stern’ and whole­
some impulse to public sentiment, as will effectu­
ally remove all fear of a similar occurrence, from 
a similar cause.

Mr. Ackers, the misguided man, whose un­
happy fate has been so generally deplored, had 
been, for ten years, the chief clerk in one of the 
first importing houses in the city; and, to the 
hour of his death, he enjoyed the unbounded con­
fidence of his employers.

His character, for purity and integrity, was 
unsullied. Modest and amiable in'his manners,’ 
temperate and domestic in his habits, he was en­
deared to all who knew him, as one without a 
vice.

When the distressing tidings were first spread 
-abroad, that he had been found dead, not the. 
most distant suspicion was entertained that he 
bad ended—(hat he could have ended his quiet 
existence by his own act. The rumor which 
momentarily prevailed, that-hehad been robbed 
and murdered, was received, it is true, with hor­
ror, but with implicit confidence; nor was it till 
the fatal evidence of his rashness was found, in 
his own hurried hand-writing, that they who had 
known, and loved, and trusted him so long, were 
made to feel that he had cruelly deceived them;, from the paths of rectitude, 
and that, in the distraction of remorse, lie had’ 
atoned for one crime by committing another—the 
darkest crime of all.

But no—he was murdered. The waves that 
froze over him, as he plunged into their icy em­
brace, did not more surely destroy him, than 
did the man, who first enticed him from the qui­
et paths of duty and peace, and then drove him, 
to use bis dying words, “into the. presence of his 
Maker, to receive the dreadful sentence for self- 
destruction, and abused, confidence.'

Ackers was the victim of a fraternity, 'who, to 
the disgrace of our city are permitted to carry
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design. We request however, that the correc­
tor should always refer us io his authorities, 
that we may have it in our power to examine 
them and convince, ourselves of the error we mu y 
have committed. Instead of fighting, we mav 
walk quite peaceably together and aid one anoth­
er as brethren; and if he choose we shall most 
cheerfully insert his articles in the Messenger, in 
place of our own on the same subjects, and thus 
disengage ourselves from a portion of our labor.

In the present instance our neighbor D. has not 
only fallen in errors himself, but has entirely 
misunderstood our object, and has been led, by 
that misapprehension, to expatiate over ground 
where we were not a little surprised to find him. 
'Che scope of our essay was to explain the origin 
and design of confessions of faith in the Protes­
tant church, whose fundamental principle is, that 
the bible alone is the standard of truth and or­
thodoxy. It seemed necessary to account for 
the simultaneous origin of three several Protes­
tant confessions. In explaining the causes we 
shewed how small a matter it wAs that prevented 
the four imperial cities from uniting in the Con­
fession of Augsburg, and observed by the way 
that this little matter was the cause which even­
tually separated the Protestant family into two 
opposing parties. We left the blame where the 
unexceptionable authorities, to which we refer­
red the reader, had placed it; and Christian can­
dor induced us to explain the unhappy occurrence 
in a manner which would make it consistent with 
the acknowledged piety of those who were con­
cerned in it. For Luther and Melancthon we 
have more than respect: we reverence and love 
them; and, in our judgement, they belong not to 
one Protestant party, but to all. But if those 
groat and good men, to whom we arc under such 
immense obligations, were now living, they 
would reject some of the opinions which they 
hold in their day, and regret some things which 
they then did.

Blessed is he who spends his life, not in the' 
pursuit of such knowledge as flesh and blood can 
bestow, but in the study and love of Jesus Christ.

Quarles.

Another clergyman said to a layman, who had 
attended a protracted meeting in his society, 
•‘You did more good at that meeting, than twen­
ty ministers could have done.”

I would in the first place remark, that the per­
sons using this language cannot know but the 
preacher, or layman, to whom all the good done 
is ascribed, is, in the sight of God, filthy and 
abominable, while the blessing is bestowed 
in answer to the prayers of some humble, unob- 
strusivc Christians, who arc wholly overlooked 
by men.

In the next place Christians are men—weak,er­
ring and ever liable to fall into sin. The remain­
ing corruptions of their own hearts, the allure­
ments of the world, and the assaults of eht great 
adversary, arc surely enough for them to contend 
with, without their fellow Christians and Chris­
tian ministers becoming tempters. The natural 
tendency of this practice is to lead Christians & 
ministers to depend on their own abilities and ex-' 
ertions, instead of placing an humble reliance on 
the influences of the spirit: and also to inflate 
them with spiritual pride and vain glory; and 
thus impair their usefulness, and interrupt their 
communion with God.—Conn. Obs.

INDIAN EXAMPLE.
The following is an extract from a volume of 

travels by the late Wm. Bartram. Such an ex­
ample of temperance and forbearance in the ab­
origines of this country as is here related, is well 
worthy of remembrance and imitation by their 
civilized neighbors of more modern times:

“The Muscogulges, with their confederates the 
Choctaws, Chickasaws, and perhaps the Chero­
kees, eminently deserve the encomium of all na­
tions, for their wisdom and virtue ill resisting 
ana even repelling the greatest enemy of man­
kind, I mean spirituous liquors.

“The first and most cogent article in all their 
treaties with the white people is, that thoro shall 
not be any kind of spirituous liquors sold or 
brought into their towns; and the traders arc al­
lowed but two kegs (five gallons each) which is 
supposed to be sufficient for a company, to serve 
them on the road; and ifany of this remains on 
approaching the towns, they must spill it on the 
ground, or secrete it on the road, for it must not 
come into the town.

“On my journey from Mobile to the Nation, 
just after we had passed the junction of the Pen­
sacola road with our path, two young traders o- 
vertook us on their way to the Nation. We 
inquired, what news? They informed us they 
were running about forty kegs of Jamaica spirits 
to tho Nation; and after having left the town 
three or four days, they were surprised on the 
road in the evening, just after they had come to 
ramp, by a party of Crocks, who, discovering 
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their tomahawks into every keg, giving their li­
quor to the thirsty sand, not tasting a drop of it 
themselves, and they had enough to do to keep 
the tomahawk from their own sculls.—JV. 1'. 
Observer.

Let there be no strife between me and thee, J 
pray thee—for we be brethren.11—Abraham.

A correspondent of the Lutheran Observer, 
who subsci ibos himself D., has commented with 
some displeasure, in the Observer of the 1st inst. 
on our fourth essay on the history of the Refor­
med Church ; and the Editor of that paper, pre­
saging a “historico-theological combat,” has in­
troduced him to his readers as a champion who 
“conceives the challenge to :havc been given” by 
us, and is therefore “constrained to break a lance 

I with his antagonist, much against his will.”
If our neighbour D. has put on his armor re­

luctantly, and would rather live in peace with us, 
we assure those who may have any anxiety on 
the subject, that we shall have no battle. We i 
have an insuperable aversion to religious contro-1 
versy. Wo shall accqpt no challenge; and no-1 
thing has been farther from our intention than to 
give one. We meant to give facts as wo found 
them ; and if our neighbor will turn to the wri­
ters whom wc have quoted as authorities, he will 
discover that, though we have “extenuated” 
much, we have “set down nothing in malice.” 
Wc were well aware, when wo entered upon the 
task of giving our historical sketches, that it was 
a perilous undertaking, and we needed none to 
admonish us with the poet:

Pcriculosce plenum opus alete 
Tractas: et incedis per ignes 
Suppositos cineri cloloso.

Wc however ventured upon it as a duty impos­
ed upon us by therepeated and earnest solicitations 
of our brethren in the ministry, and the members 
of our church, who desired to know whence they 
had sprung, and why they were what they called 
themselves. We gave this explanation when we 
commenced our sketches, in the Messenger for 
June 1832, in an article under the editorial head, 
of which the concluding remark is in the follow­
ing words :—“We beg the reader’s indulgence, 
and desire particularly that the most favorable 
construction be always given to any thing we 
shall say, winch may seem to invite controversy, 
or to reflect unkindly upon another denomina­
tion.’ - vre nave no sucn ausigm'-- n. is surety’ 
not asking more than our brother editor will 
cheerfully concede, when wc ask him to admit 
that in saying such things wc mean what wc 
say.

We shall be sincerely thankful to any one 
who will correct us, if wc should be so unfortu­
nate as to make any mis-statements; and wc 
desire him to impute them to any thing else than

they then did.
If D. will attend to the scope of the article on 

which he comments, and observe its connexion | 
with the series, he will perceive why we did not * 
in that article say a little of every thing; he will 
observe too that our meaning is sometimes quite 
the opposite of his interpretation, and that he is 
contending against’a phantom of his own creation: 
anti ir lie examine the authorities upon which 
our statements arc based, he will, as a Christian 
brother, do us tho justice to acknowledge that 
we have not wilfully misrepresented facts.

With those explanations we offer to D. the? 
hand of friendship, and repeat the words of the 
illustrious father of all believers: “Let there be 
no strife, 1 pray thee, between me and thee—for 
wc be brethren.” Gen. XIII. 8.

ibithnii.il


MESSENGER OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CMI RCII. •23

The Rev. Jacob Geiger, Manchester, Aid. 
is treasurer of the Board for missionary purpo­
ses.

LITE RAR Y NOTICE.
The reverend F. A..Rauch, D. P. is prepa­

ring for the press a work entitled, “The Neolo­
gy of Germany, in its origin, dcvclopcmOnt and 
present state, treated philosophically and histori­
cally.’’ The author will direct his principal at­
tention to the relation of philosophy to theology,, 
and of both to religion, and will give a full expo­
sition of the four, philosophical systems of Kant, 
Fichte, Shelling and Hegel, in their influence up­
on divinity and-ethics..

Such awork is a desideratum, at least in this 
country.- We have heard much about German 
neology; yet it-io otill but little undcistood; -and 

in no instance, that we arc aware of, has it been 
traced to its fountains.. Dr. Rauch is well quali­
fied for such a work.. He is intimately acquain­
ted with the whole subject, having thoroughly, 
studied tlie systems and .the history of philosophy 
in Germany, and being himself a pupil of the 
celebrated Hogel, the evangelical as well as pro­
found • philosopher..

The Rev. Daniel Ziegler, York Pa. is ap­
pointed? treasurer, of the Board of Missions for 
the Messenger.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
On Sabbath evening of the 3d inst. a meeting 

was held in the Rev.Mr.Post’s Church, which con­
sisted of Senators, and Representatives in Con­
gress, with others, for the purpose of adopting 
at the seat of Government, more powerful mea­
sures for the efficient establishment of Foreign 
Missions. Mr. Scargant of Philadelphia was 
chairman. .Six gentleman spoke at great length. 
Among those who wore the most brilliant onthe 
subjuui, was ihe Hun. Thuutlorc Freyling)i.UV- 

sen. He gave a history of th’c proceedings of 
the several associations, .formed to promote this 
work, and the blessed- effects, down to the pre­
sent period. Probably on no such- occasion, 
has so much Scriptural quotation been so ap­
propriately and; strikingly applied. Among 
the many interesting occurrences, of the meeting 
was the introduction of young Ah'. Dowry, son- 
of Secretary Lowry, of the Senate, who has been 
clothed with.thc powers of a preacher; to labour 
among the Hindoos in Asia, lie is now on the 
eve of his departure. The speaking continued 
for nearly, three hours.—Philadelphian.

THE BIBLE IN TURKEY AND HUNGARY.
M. Kopitar, Gustos of the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, in a letter to Professor Robinson of An­
dover, dated Vienna, Austria, Sept. 3, 1832. 
communicates the following interesting informa­
tion respecting the Bible in Hungary, and in sev­
eral of the provinces of European Turkey. It is 
gratifying to find that such efforts are made to 
diffuse the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures in 
these extremities of Christendom..

Permit me to offer as the most recent intelli­
gence, that we have at length received from Ofen 
(Buda) a catholic translation of the Scriptures in 
the Servian dialect; the first satisfactory version 
in this language of five millions of people of the 
Slavonic race. The translator is the late Fran­
ciscan Monk and Professor Katancsich; but ‘ the 
printing of it was brought about by the deceased 
primate of Hungary, cardinal Rudnay. In like 
manner, in consequence of this step the Sloicaki, 
[or Slovens, the Slavonic portion of the Hunga­
rian people,] who have heretofore made shift to 
help themselves-with the Bohemian version, as 
being the most intelligible to them, have now 
been induced to undertake the printing of a pure 
Slovenian version of 1 heir own, made by the ca­
non Palkowilcsh. Consequently, al present, of all 
the Slavonic tribes, only the provincial Croatians 
still remain without the Bible in their own dia­
lect. And even they have several versions lying- 
in manuscript, waiting for some Maecenas, or fur 
some favorable conjuncture, in order to make 
their appearance. Tho- version of “Katancsich 
needs only to be printed in the alphabet of Cyril, 
in order to come into use among the Greek Ser­
vians.. Tile Bulgarians, finally, as well as the 
Albanians, arc still almost withoutany literature: 
yet the latter, since 1827, have had in their 
hands the New-Testament, through the aid of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society.”—Ar. Y. Obs.

the church and the strifes that grow out of them. 
Such men view religion at a distance; near c- j 
nough to see its movements and to hear the noise < 
it makes, but too-rcmo’c to discern its character ■ 
and to perceive the causes of its disturbance: and 
they turn away from it as from a thing that is 
filter for annoyance than for use. What handle 
infidels have made of our divisions, and how co­
piously they have drawn, not only from the con- 1 
tenlions of opposing sects, but from their very . 
existence,, every body knows, who knows any , 
thing of this controversy. And Roman Catho­
lics have found but too much occasion in.our 
dissentions to meet us with the cutting reproach 
that, while we profess that the scripture is so clear 
as to need no pope or council for its interpretation, 
we disagree so much about its meaning, and make 
the points of disagreement so important, that we 
split into numerous parties who cannot worship 
together.

We admit that the division of the church into 
smaller independent bodies serves one important 
and useful end: it in some measure protects the 
rights of conscience, preserves religious liberty, 
and sets narrower bounds to the power of eccle­
siastics: but when these divisions become so nu-‘ 
mcrous as to create confusion, and the parts so 
small that they cannot sustain themselves without 
great difficulty, and the points of difihmnrn bo- 
i.ween them are so unessential that they hurt no 
one, we can see no reason lor making or retaining 
them ihat deserves the. smallest praise, and are 
•acquainted with no good answer that can be given 
to the world’s censure.

UNION OF THE REFORMED & LUTHERAN CHURCH.

We invite discussion on this very important 
subject in our columns, and shall take pleasure 
in publishing communications from ministers or 
members of cither of the two churches, or from 
any friend of religion who may take an interest 
in this object. Hitherto its very importance 
seems to have deterred both sides from a serious 
discussion of it. Many who heartily desired it, 
have been afraid to approach it, because they 
have looked too much at the difficulties which at­
tend it,.and none of them has felt himself strong 
enough, to-encounter them with a probabilty of 
success. Mutual distrust also has not a little 
magnified the real difficulties. We think we 
are not out of the way in saying that all have 
been afraid to hope for success, because success 
seemed to be too good a thing to be hoped for;

We will observe by the way that all discus­
sion of this subject must proceed from the prin­
ciple of a perfect equality of rights. Neither of 
the two churches must be expected to capitulate 
io the other; but both must meet and unite into 
one body on neutral ground, by adopting as the 
basis of their union those articles about which 
they are already agreed, and leaving every thing 
else to the private conscience of each individual.

By a union we do not mean a confederacy, 
but a consolidation winch will form one chin-ch, 
and in the church one centre of attract ion. A ny 
thing short of this would leave two distinct inte­
rests, which would renew and nourish mutual 
jealousies, and thereby soon drive the parties wide 
enough asunder.

If the question be asked, what good will such 
a union produce? We shall, for the present, on­
ly reply by asking another, What good can be 
expected from a continued separation? This lat­
ter question is undoubtedly the first in order, & 
must be determined before the other can be a 
a proper subject of inquiry. ■ There ought cer­
tainly to be weighty reasons for dividing the 
church of Christ, or for continuing divisions in it 
when they have been- made. Christianity is not 
honored by the long list of sects that has figured 
on the pages of ecclesiastical history; especially 
when it is considered what hair-splitting difleren- 
ecs often mark the boundaries between thorn, and 
how little’ charity would be sufficient to unite 
them. The controversies of sects, who have no­
thing of essential import to contend about, have 
done no service to. religion. They have usually 
dissipated the spirit of Christianity in their efforts 
to determine its forms, and have filled the 
church with angry passions and the world with 
suspicion and doubt. The Will of the late Ste­
phen Girard has shewn what impression men of 
the-world-receive from the divisions subsisting in
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Mr. Bennett, the Missionary printer, says, 
under date of March 4, “Before this moment, 
four presses are probably at work, by which the

sums for the Society's funds.
By Bev. Jacob Difienbachcr, Wood- 

stock, Va.
By Rev., Geo. Glesncr, Waynesburg, 

Penn. . - - - 1
By the same, from Cavetown, MJ.
By the same,.from Leitersburg, ?»!d.

The spring « 
first Friday in 4 . __  __
It is desirable that students should enter at the 
commencement of a cession.

DONATION TO THE THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.

By Mrs. E. Steiner, widow of the late Jacob
Steiner,. Esq. of 'Frederick, Md.

Gottes-vcrlheidigung ueber die Zulassung des , 
Boosen auf unscrcr Erdc, nach der heiligen 
Schrift. Von S. L. E. dc;Marecs, 2 vol. oc­
tavo.

Briefe ueber die Neuen. Wacchtcr der Protc-stan- 
tischcn Kirchc. Von fc>. Ij- E. de Marcos, 1 
vol.
We receive this present with peculiar pleas­

ure, as favorite books cfa departed friend, whose- 
kindness to us in a time of great nfiliction, en­
dears his memory. .

VACATION.

The vacation in. the Theological Seminary,, 
will commence on the first Friday in April amt 
continue four weeks.

THE CLASSICAL SCHOOL.

The success of this institution since its com­
mencement has equalled the best expectations of 
its Triends,, and letters are continually received 
from parents who wish to place their sons in it 
in the ensuing spring. Judging by the applica­
tions which have been received, the belief is en­
tertained that the number of pupils will, in the 
next session, amount to sixty. It is the deter- 

oi tlio J-L'iuoipcxl (o Jot'.ih.' huucoll imro- 

mittingly to the interests of the school, and to 
spare no pains to carry into full ellcct the plan 
of instruction which has been laid before the pub­
lic. A number of small boys can be taken as. 
boarders into the family in which Dr. Rauch 
shall reside, and whore they will be continually 
under his inspection. They will be required .to 
pay for boarding, lodging, washing and mending. 
$f,75 a week. Others can. be accommodated 
in genteel families in town, at 1,50 to 1,75 a 
week,. The house which will be occupied after 
the-first of April, is in a healthy and pleasant 
situation outside of town.

RECEIPTS FOR THE 3lE.SSENC.Eit,.

From Rev. Thomas Pomp, for-1828-29-30 
31 85,50. From Col. Geo. Maver, for 1830— 
31-32-33 84,50. By Rev. J.’II. Smaltz— 
from Col. Henry Kemp, for 1828-29-30-31-32 
$6,50. From Mrs. Eliza Rcnisburg and Mrs. 
Catharine Brunner,- for 1832, each $l-,0b. From 
Andrew M’Cleary and Christian Steiner, for 
1833, each 8i .60. From S. Dick, mr 1832, 
•81,00. By Rev. Kruh—-from J. b'hirk, John 
Gloningcr, John George, U m. Moore, John B. 

.Mish, John Wolfsbcrgcr, for 1832, each 81,00. 
From Wm. Charlton Kcbb, for 1832, 81,00. 
By Rev. J. Rebough—from John B. Welty, Jo­
seph. Bowman, John Krider, Christian Degen­
hardt, each $1,00. From J. Zellers, 81,00. 
From Jacob Cover and Elias Heiner, for 1832. 
each $1,00. From Geo. Besorc and Philip Bea­
mer, for 1833, each 8 L00. From Peter Shell, 
Esq. and J. H. Hoffius, each 82,50. From Rev. 
Wm. Hendel, for 1831—32, $2,00. From A* . 
Tappan, $1,621. I

TRACTS IN BURMA!!.

Before sunrise this morning, (Dec. 15,) says 
Rev. Mr. Mason, I received a visit from the 
Chicfol a neighboring village, who introduced 
himselfwith a present, and said he came to re­
quest books for his village, and to show me the 
way there.

THE BIBLE, IN ALGIERS.

The following interesting intelligence respec­
ting the reception of the Bible in Algiers is from 
a letter addressed to the directors of the British 
and Foreign Bible.Society, by a, missionary to 
the Jews, dated Algiers, Nov. 3d, 1S32.

There is it large field’ for cultivation in these 
parts. The word of God finds entrance. 1 
have already sold several Arabic Bibles to the 
Moorish inhabitants.of this city and country. 
Only yesterday, one of them, belonging to the 
higher classes of society, sent to 
expressing, at the same time, 1 
to inform himself of the sort of faith which 
Christians had. Soon after, a Frenchman 
bought another copy, for a Moorish Chief, resi- 
dingin the mountainous parts. All the Hebrew 
Bibles which I brought with me have been pur­
chased by Jews, as well as some New Testa­
ments. Besides this, I have disposed of Ger­
man, French, Italian, and Spanish Bibles, by 
sale. But 1 cannot well act the part of a Preach­
er of the Gospel, and a seller of books;, because 
people would, in such a case, assort- that I was 
.merely come to make profit by the sale of books. 
Besides, there is plenty of work here. At pres­
ent, upwards .of 4.,000 Protestants reside in this 
city, without a church, without a minister, with­
out schools. Among these, are many Germans, 
who entreated me, even with tears, to do some­
thing for their spiritual benefit. I have, there- 
lore, hired a house, in the out court of which 1 
shall make the needful arrangements fora Chap­
el. In this Chapel, I intend to preach every 
Sunday, both-in German and French, *f b ‘dial! 
please God to prepare my way for so doing: 1 
wish even to preach in the native dialect, should 
J succeed in mastering the difficulties oft he same,. 
As there arc no schools among the Protestant 
population, I will become a schoolmaster also, 
until the Lord shall provide one. Some of the 
Protestants had their children baptized by a 
Catholic clergyman, having been entirely desti­
tute of a Protestant minister..

As Algiers is a central spot, from which the 
word of God might be widely disseminated in 
different portions of the globe, and in a variety 
oflanguages, more especially in the French, Ital­
ian, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Arabic, and 
copies be disposed of by sale, I should consider 
it highly desirable that a depositor}' of Bibles 
and Testaments should be established in this 
city, and a regular shop got up for a regular 
sale of the Scriptures. Hitherto I have sold He­
brew and Arabic Bibles at four francs per copy: 
copies of the Bible in the Frcn :h, kalian, and 
Spanish language sat three francs; copies of the 
•Wm, in -ill fhnsp h.ngrmrrns. at one
franc, with,the exception of the Arabic, for which 
I demand two francs. Yet I have also distribu­
ted not a few copies gratuitously, parl’cularlv a- 
mong Germans, owing to their very great pover­
ty and destitution.

EDUCATION FUND.

The Err. John 1). Ilcb'ough, treasurer of the. 
Education Socidy of the Maryland Classis, 
acknowledges the receipt of the following

OBITUARY.

Died—On the 10th .of February last, at New 
Goshcnhoppen, in Montgomery county, Pa. the 
Rev. John Theobald Faber, pastor of the Ger­
man Reformed Church of that place, in the 60th 
year of his ago. The deceased waspreaching 
a funeral sermon a tew,, days before his death, 
and near the close of his discourse was stricken 
with palsy. It is remarkable, that fortj years 
before, the Rev. John Theobald Faber, the fath­
er of the dec’d., while, preaching a funeral ser­
mon in the same pulpit, was attacked with the 
same disease, and died in a short time.

This is the third vacancy w hich has been cre­
ated in that section of die* church* within a foiv 
months, and the sixth instance .of mortality in 
the ministry of our church, since the last meeting 
of Synod. Our deceased brother was a worthy 
minister of the word, and, w.c trust is gone to 
rest from labor and sorrow-with the Lord’s re­
deemed. The Rev. George ’Wack, who com- i 
municafes these particulars, states that he linger­
ed after the attack until the 10th day, and bore 
his affliction during that time with Christian for­
titude. Ilis remains were interred, beside those 
of liis father, under the altar of the church.

MESSENGER OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CJll-RCII.

While putting up Tracts, he was careful to ob­
serve, “There arc many houses in my village.” 
He went round with me to every house, and ex­
horted thejicoplc to examine the books, and con­
sider the doctrines therein taught.—Awl Tract 
Mag. EXAMINATION.

The members of the Board of Viators will 
please lake notice, that the examination of the 
students in the Classical and Theological schools 
in \ ork, will be held on the first Wednesday and 

belonging to me i;now|C(]ge of salvation may be spread through- ^U1,'s<k'iy in April. The exhibition, will bo on 
o purchase a copy; out thcempire and t!ie blessings of Christianity Wedncsday evening, 
his determination carrjcd lo cvcry dooi.„ Hc . lQ havc York,March 1833. 
rt o ait i w hc i Testament.,printed, entire by January 1; 
’’ n ,f nn ,in,in 1 but says, “Tracts, however, to a certain extent. ’ 

must be printed. I find they are i-----’y - ” ”
tributed.”—Amer. Tract. Mag.


