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Shepherds! shake off your drowsy sleep, 
Rise and ;eave your siliy sheep; 
lrngels from heav'n around loud singi~g 
Tidings of great joy are bringing. 

Hark! even nO\·J the bells ring round, 
Listen to their merry sound; 
Hark! how the birds new songs are making, 
.Z\s if winter's chains were breaking. 

Old French Carol 

A 'l'Ii-1E Fon. SERVICE 

Ti1e Advent season! Even though it's a 
busy time, isn't it great?! There are so 
many things we can do. He decorate our 
hoines and our churches, go shopping so we 
may' exchange gifts, send Christn~s cards 
to our friends and loved ones. Special 
Christmas cookies are baked to be enjoyed 
by those who visit our homes during this 
season. 

The church is also very busy during the 
Advent season as many of us know. The 
church works hard to bring joy to others 
during this season. Singing groups take 
carols to nursing homes, people in church 
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families donate food to give to families 
in the area so they might be able to have 
at least one good meal during the year. 
Gifts are collected in the form of old and 
new clothes and toys to be taken to the 
less fortunate. More people attend church, 
there are special programs, and attitudes 
toward Christ, his birth and life, become 
much stronger throughout the •1hole Church 
and world as we prepare to celebrate once 
aga·in the birth of our Lord. All of these 
activities are special and exciting, and 
to be applauded, for we are doing as Christ 
has asked us to do as followers of his 
•·1ord and example. 

These past few weeks I have been par:t 
of several groups who have been doing these 
very things. I've been out singing carols 
in nursing homes, taking gifts anu supplies 
to the less fortunate and similar activitie! 
I had a nice warm feeling inside of me 
when I saw people's eyes light up and voice: 
express many words of gratitude. However, 
during all the excitement and activity I 
was brought to a sudden, rude awakening, 
like someone had thrown a glass of icy 
water into my face. I couldn't help but 
think to myself as I viewed the elderly 
people who surrounded rae in beds, wheel 
chairs and ·walkers, "They must really feel 
swamped hhis time of year. They must have 
over 50 groups of people come sing for them 
and throw parties for them during the month 
of December. "As this thought kept racing 
through my mind over and over again, I was 
slapped in the face a second tme.I couldn't 
avoid asking these questions~ Why is it tha 
so Jnany.people who claim to be Christians 
go to visit people in the nursing homes 
once a year--at Christmas time? Hh¥ is it 
so many people who claim to be Christians 
~elp support under-privileged people by 
donating clothes to the poor once a year--
'7;-"q9.ristmas time? . (c n~t p 4.) 
~~~4_?5G 9:C~ ~~..,.,({~;J=-t~ ~~~:i_o ·a> c-
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l\IORT' S SPE'WS 

Ladies and gentleMen, I've been writing 

RULES FOR PLAYIN ONTO AN ORGNJ IN 
r'~ETI!·1G 

sports for nearly three months now, and tilhen the preacher comes .into the pool-
believe you r,1e, never have I seen anything pit and neals down, pull all the stop-
as close to a bloodbath on the basketball pers. That• s wh~.t the stoppers is for. 
court, in my enti!l!e career, as last Wed- Hhen a !1im is given out to be sung, 
nesday' s garne between LTS and tl1e Screaming play over the whole toon before singin, 
Pizzas. To be toaally objective, I must but be sure to play it so they can't 
salr. the>.t the two teams could be equally tell whether it's that toon or sor:ie other 
charged \-Vith battery, yet tJ1e referees toon. It will so amoose people to guess 
only whistled fouls at a; !'1inute propor- at the toon. 
tion of the r1amages incur!l!ed. For theis rv-hen you play an interlood, sometimes 
reason the game was out of hand for the ·· .. : pull all the stoppers out:, and sometb\es 
most part, such that neither team could pull them all in. The stoppers iJ Mr:\de 
adequately prove their basketball skills. to pull out and in. 
3ec3.r the end I' n certain that both teams Play the interlood tHice a.s long as 
were ready to cle.ar the battlefield and the toon. The interloods is the best 
assist the wounded (luckily only bruises part of the mewsic, and should be the Xlll! 
and scrapes, it could have been worse) longest. 
regardless of the final score. Oh yes, Play from the interlood into the toon, 
the final score, the Seminarians lost a without thef'.1 knowing when the toon begins. 
tough one by ten, and it's not fair to This will teach them to mind their own 
blame anyone, not the officials, not the business. 
other team, not ourselves. One team sirn- Always play the interloods faster or K 

ply outscored the other, amid te~per slower than the toon. This will keep 
flare ups, and we happen to be the tear:i it from being the same as the toon. 
outscoren. The loss levels out our record If the preacher gives out five verses, 
at 2 and 2, and the LTS Ser'.ls are idle now play four: Tew nany verses is teejes. 
until ;February. During the sermon go out of the church, 

I (;on' t think ti-ie bowlers are e:;:tremely and cUI'l. back in time for teh neJ:t toon. 
proud of their stats frorri. last week, either.':'l1is will show you don't ;;lean to be hard 
Mike, the poet, showed that he is Made on the preacher by haveing tew many 
of More substance than it sometimes ap- listen to him at wonst. 
pears, as he "pennec.1" e>.: 466 series, Etude Magazine ( 1903) 
marking the first time this year that 
Bruce has been knocked out of the High·~ 
series catbird sea.t. The rest of the pins WORDS OF GRATIT(JDE FROH .MJ JI.LUM ... 
fell as follows: 

December 5: 'l'in 270, Tony 37G, Bruce 
454, Jeff 340, Vicki 255, Mike 466, Ron 
300(two ganes), and Nort 375. 

December 12: Druce 507, Tin 279, Tony 
303, r··1ike 354, Vicki 286, Chuck 472, and 
:.-Tort didn't bowl. (probably his best score 
all year.) 

)'ff::Y7l~Y BG"H...1ING Am'.:HAGCS; Druce 165, Todd 
160, Chuck 152, Ron 151, "Tort 139, Mike 
139, Ton~ 131, i1ark 130, Jeff 118, P-andy 
116, Fr.Ed 114, Betsy 97, Pat 93, Vicki 
92, Tim 90, and Celia 88. 

Best wishes for a safe, happy holiday 
season, to you and yours from me and mine. 

\.. ~.-c· 

''With gratitude for all the seminary 
has contributed to my life and edu­
cation, (my wife) and I take joy in this 
remewbrance of a venerable institution. 

Let ioy ring out froM the tower i'l.t this 
spea~al season and find reflection in 
the hearts of students and faculty.'' 

w. Miller Price '3C 

CONGHATULl,TI011G ... 

. .. to i'1ercy Ka.sirrbira on her being sel­
ected to attend the Consultation of 
United Methodist Clergywomen to xidt1iuu1 
be held on Jan 2-5, 1979, to be held at 
Perkins Seminary in Dallas, Texas. 
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the flight of r.i.a'1' s first wine; 

so you cane up with this idea 
and decided it had to work 

·so uan ni.~ht 
for a r.1or·~ent at least 
tai-.::.e fligl1t from earth 

the wind whipped down the carolina beach 
you pa.id little attention to those 
who mocked and scorned you 
for you felt nan's unquenchable thirst 
''1h.ich he longed to reach 
and ,,..,i th deternination you conquered that 
once vast frontier 
gi vinc:; nan both hope ancl. gra.ce 
2nd bringing the stars nearer 

tl1e freedom of the sky 
o:nened antl winking like a new third eye 
beckoned. man to co!".le and join in the air 
to rise and observe 
his worlrl in tles:?air 
and. through looJ:ing anc seeing his own 
place 
frorr: new view 
would recognize •.1hat he knew he could do 

~?ritten in honor of Orville anc:'l. 
~!illiur tJright in cor.1meration of their 
deternination anu persistence leading to 
tI1eir achievenent of man's first winged 
flight on Decenber l 7t:1, 1903. 

Dece~ber 17th, 1978 
Hare A. Wessels 

''I have come not to be served, but 
to serve." 'l'his is the massage of C1rist 
from Bethlehem to Calvary to the er:1PtY 
tm:b. It is this ~essage of !?resence in 
11is ehurchtoday. Found anc1 servec1 by 
.l1is unlefeatecl. love; !'lay •·re be servants 

of :ris presence. in all persons' and 
celebrc>tors of the :•rorc.1 v1ho in taking 
flesh, :1as beco1::e deeply involved with 
every wor.mn an:d :-·1an. 

:lest Visl1as for a :iappy, 
Holy, Generous Christmas! 

F.;i.ther !::Cl. Sc>nd2rs, s. J. 

Plastic ~1<>.ti vi ty 

so younc; a. child 
dressed in coI".!'lercial prose, 

pink cheeks defiled• 
by rag spun clothes 

and snowflaked lashes 
and hollow eyes, 

a.'"td breat:.1 that thrashes 
throats enpty cries. 

Concave cheeks 
and whi ttlecl ribs, 

stick fingers, ''real< 
she is Eunger's sib. 

She's there in the night 
next to Santa's bells; 

she's there in the light 
of the corpor~te trees sales. 

She's shivering there 
in-. the flashing decore 

of mit1.dle class houses 
twinkling castles g:alore. 

Euddled in t'1e · scene 
of a !'lastic nativity, 

Child of •:1eec1
, 

Soul's spiritual Plead. 
Few see her in the lig!.1t 

'· flc.sl1inq ·above' i::10 tiers, 
neon letters· too bright-

' Christ lJas !3orn m::rn:: ! , 

"Christ Pas Born HEF.31'' 

"Christ Was Born HER:: 1 '' 

by P... H.ichael Vaughan 

My Christnas TJish For .Ml Of You 

Be it star you follow 
or angel's song, 

.!\cross life ' s journey 
a road so long; 

l'lay each st·e..., rfraw you-· 
closer still, 

to the light of lmre 
born in that lowly sta'::>le. 

R. Miehe.el Vaugi1u.n 
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A Time For Service (from P. l) who stcod outside his door. And she left thl 
Food once a year--at Christmas time; maybe first cell and came to the second cell of tl 
twice including Thanksgiving? Somehow, it fathers and she knocked, and as before, 
just doesn't seem fair. there was no answer, but she called forth, 

Please, don't misunderstand me, I am "Father, I have come to see you," and from 
aware there are people who ao these all behind the door she saw tongues of fire 
year 'round. But, it seems when the Advent leap from out of the father's stomach 
season rolls around, the scales are tipped where his liver was. And she left this cell 
tremendously; the year becomes lop-sided. and came to the third cell and she knocked, 
It's almost as if we are trying to cram a and as before, no answer was given to her. 
whole year of caring into one season of theAnd she called forth, "Father, I have corne 
year so we can say we have done our duty to see you," and from behind the door she 
for another year. Is this fair to the saw the devil ascend upon the face of the 
person who needs help between January and father as he slept and the devil spat 
i:~overaber? Will one month of joy last an- in the father's ear and as he spat the 
other eleven? father birthed the hippopotamus and the 

We do well at Christmas time to help thelion and the crocodile and the scorpion. 
elderly, the poor, the oppresses, the less And she left the third cell and came tb 
fortunate. As Christians we are called to the fourth cell of the fathers and she 
follow the teachings and example set beforeknocked, and a father came to the door 
us by Christ. Weare called to serve human- and opened the door to her and she said 
ity all over the world, not just in our to him, "Father, I have come to see you," 
safe, quiet coramunity. Yes, the Advent and he said to her, "Come in, child. The 
season is a time for service, but let us Lord has -sent you." And the woman entered 
bear in mind that every season is a time into his _cell and was entertained by the 
for service. father and together they celebrated the 

Risen Lord. And after spending a night 
Mark Broadhead in the cell of the Father she left the 

desert and returned to her native town. 

"Acertain brother was goingon a journey, Sandy Fluck 
and he had his mother with him, and she was 
old. They came to a certin river, and the Are you willing to stoop down and consider 
old woman could not cross it. And her son the needs and desires of little children 
took off his cloak and wrapped it about To remember the weaknes, the !onliness of 
his hands, lest he should in any wise touch people who are growing old; 
the body of his mother, and so carrying To stop asking how much your friends love 
her, he set her on the other side of the you and ask yourself whether you love them 
stream. Then said his mother to him, "Why 
didst thou so cover they hands, my son?" 
He answered, "Because the body of a woman 
is fire. And even from my touching thee, 
came the memory of other women into my 
soul." 

The Desert Fathers 
p. 74 

A CERTAIN WOMA1'1 

enough; 
To bear in mind the things that other peopl 

have to bear in their hearts; 
To try to understand what those who live in 
the same house with you really want, with­

out waiting for them to tell you? 
Then you can keep Christmas. 
And it you can keep it for a day, why not 

always? 
But you can never keep it alone. 

-Henry Van Dyke 

of Keeping Christmas is good, but sharing it 
is a great deal better. -Anon. 

And a certain woman crossed Lake 
Hareotis into the desert wearing a robe 
sheepskin and a girdle fashioned at her 
waist, barefoot, in search of the ~athers. 
She came to the first cell of the fathers 
and knocked on the door. As there was no 
answer, she knocked again, but from behind 
the door she could hear the moans of an 
aging hermit lusting after the body of her 

CORRECTION ••• 
.•• In line ]9 of Plastic Hativity (p. 3) 
there is a minor mistake .. Take out the wore 
'houses' and insert the word 'ware'. Thank~ 

RMV 
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Request corner 

Magnanimous 

Fhile perusing the dictionary 
jast the other day, 

I s9otted a word 
wl"lose usage has strayed. 

J\.nd. so I made note 
of it 1 s original meaning, 

i'1agnani!'lous, --above revenge 
generously forgiving. 

i!ot r.1agnificently lat:ge 
as so often misused, 

~~1en some through habit 
the 3nglish language abuse. 

One can not have 
nagnanimous r.1ountains nor lakes, 

and to use it so, John, 
is a magnanimous Pistake. 

(requested by Richard Harris) 
by R. Michael Vaughan 

!'letaphysis Litterarura 

Hemernber i before e 
except after c, 

the golden rule 
of elementary school, 

that still we break 
unintentional mistake. 

Hell here's an excuse 
you ~ay find of use, 

just tell people you suffer 
like so many others, 
from rnetaphysis litterarurn 

and see who's really dubm. (oops) 

(requested by Father Ed) 
by R. I1ichael Vaughan 

l..ny further requests as to poems may be 
subIDitted in writing to the seminarian. 
Please sign the request as I desire to 
publish the requeste•. I do ask though 
that further topics desired to be addres­
sed in poetry please be in words that I 
can pronounce. Hill be happy to tackle 
any topic you can dream up. 

A Thank You and a Reminder 

This is to thank all of those persons 
who took the tirne to respond to the quest­
ionaire, Opinions About Pornen As Clergy. 
To date I have recieved over 80 responses 
and I'm very grateful for this. .l.t also 
u~ans that approxiroately 100 people have 
not responded as of yet. If you are one 
who has not yet responded and wish to do 
so, please fill out the questionaire and 
return to T':!'f mailbox on or before Thurs~ay 
December 21, 1978. The more responses 
recieved, the rnore ~ccurate the project 
will be. Thankyou very much, 

Randy C. P.oss!'lan 

Shalom! 

In response to the spirit o~ the 
gift giver: 

Johannes Pedersen said, 'Gifts, like 
good words of good deeds, carry something 
from the soul of one into the heart of 
the other.•· Love in Christ, 

K. c., Kurt, Christy 
and Bri2J1_ i\ckley 

~Ra~Es~D~ °F TH~ ~vEEK 

~ J 
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