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This special Convocation issue 
of the Seminurian is planned for 
tho information of tho Seminary 
family and guests, alumni, and 
friendsc Vc are proud to present 
and to amplify tho words of wel­
come which our President has herein 
extended®

This issue .also marks another 
milestone in the history of the 
Seminarian for with this issue the 

second editorial staff lays down its pons and watches .approvingly as another group 
dips new stool points into the ink from which will come volume 3 of our magazines 
We, as the retiring staf f;.' shall not apologize for our shortcomings for we have 
striven to do our best® We merely hope that our efforts may have meant sone small 
satisf.action to our rc.adcrs for that, of course, is ever the aim of a magazine such 
.as this®

He extend our thanks to the Society of Inquiry for their sponsorship .and to the 
President, Richard T® Schellhase for his confidence? our especial thanks to our . 
publisher William Ko Penn for the fine job he has done in establishing our repute/- 
tion for attractive layouts and expert mimeographing; our .additional thanks to 
our many contributors®

And finally, our congratulations and best wishes for a successful year ahead to 
the new editor, Ho ClaytonMoyer® 
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THS CONVOCATION AGENDA



Our American lecturers in--

The Hone-Coning Day - - A Hord of Welcome <.
By pre So Thoo0 Fo Ilornru

Our Convocation centers in the Swandor and McCauloy Lectureships, which annu­
ally bring to oar school large numbers of loyal alunni and. fixunde* Since the . 
establishment of these lectureship:'. 6..‘.sti“.gi7.shod men of letters, native and for­
eign, have spoken to our annual dou->->c-' J'i''nc Among our foreign guests wore Emil 
Brunner, John Baillie, Carl Lain- ar.d Bishop Ra'msSo 
eluded nany of our leading theologianSc.

Professor Niebuhr takes his place worthily anong this largo group of listing^ 
uished ncno The faculty, studentand alunni of the Seminary extend to hin a. 
hearty wclcone, both as a. nerfbor of our own household of faith and as a worthy 
successor of those who have gone before hin on the Syander Soundationo Our visitor, 
is the author of nany books., which have firmly established his international repu­
tation, His nagnun opus- so far, is ‘’The Nature and Destiny of Man," in two volumes, 
constituting the Gifford Lectures delivered in Glasgow in 1939, Only five Ancri— . 
c.an scholars have been honored by invitations to speak to the entire world of schol­
arship from this fanous platform* Moreover, the-, four American scholars who pre­
ceded Reinhold'Niebuhr (Jones, Royce, Hocking, and Dewey) were philosophers* 
Reinhold Niebuhr£. the fifth in that notable galaxy,, is the first American theologian 
chosen to lecture on the Gifford foundation;, Readers of his profound treatise 
require no proof that the Nature and Destiny of Man speaks with the authority of 
sound learning- and deep insight into the structure of reality. These two books 
rank near the top of required reading for thoughtful non-.bo th l.ay and clericals 
Unless tho weather plays us false.. Santee Chapel will bo crowded with alunni and 
friends oagcr to hoar the course on '.'The Ageless Gospel in cur AgOo"

The McCauley lecturer this year is President-elect Allan S* Mecke 
thp.t ho has been chosen to tho presidency of the Seminary adds now

The fact 
lustre to his 

none and fane as oho of our loading preachers, .and it also .adds new interest to his 
.appearance among us as one of tho Convocation lecturers. Ho nay bo assured of our 
nost hearty greeting and welcome*

oooooooo
The McCauley Lectureship eBy Richard Goodling

The McCauley Lecture this yc.ar is being given by Dr* Allan Mock, introduced 
in the .above .articlo.

This Lectureship on Pastoral and Practical Theology was originated by tho will 
of Mrs, Harriot O0 McCauley Schr.obley, late of Mercersburg, Pa, (1911) The bequest 
is to be "used in giving one or n.:ro ?oc-'-uros every yoaf to the .students on sone 
practical subject relating w> the r'inistry;io Those lectures have'■ boon given annually 
since 1914* ' '

Two brothers, the Rev, Charles B* fkhnodor, D<.D*. in 19': 8and the Rev* David 
B, Schneder have given this leo;-urc<. In 1JP.& -9 Rev, Lawrence E Bair spoke on' 

;,"1, The Preacher; 2* The Teacher-- Hr 1:95-1-5 the Rov0 Williom J* Hosr.iant D-D*,
and the.present profossor-oxcct of i.\c chair of Systematic Theology gave the le;cture< 
In 1936-7 the Rov* Elmer G-* Hemrighvneon- Dhf,Ds. Dc.p* now at Princeton was heard* 
Norman E* McClure, PhD, Litt D. -Pros-- of Ursinus- gave-the lecture in 1938-9

coooooo
John I„ Swandcr and tho Swander Loot-ires * * (, Prod P„ Knicrion

It is perhaps an occasion fo?' blushing that tho n.ano of John I, Swandor today 
stands mostly for someone connected with .an annual lecture sard os .delivered here- 
Nover having given more thought than this to the matter, I wqs forced to pore through 
sone of the loss frequented corners of the Library in order bo gi.c.u-. a few facts 
about the nan behind the lectureship* -'.Within a limited time, then, tno nano took on 
new significance as his books yielded light on an'interesting nan, who was no mean 
figure in the history of the Theological Soninaryo , •

Dr.-, Swander was born in 1833,. and died sone, twonty-fivo years ago* During his 
long life, which he describes interestingly in The Romance of Religion- The Dvolu-

ft. fiam Boy, and his Autobiography;, he found tine to bo grairated from 
(continued on pago 3)
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Heidelberg College and Seminary-. to serve as a 
to participate in the academic life of this institution^

n o e by Thurman PostonHe inhold Niebuhr - an,introduction
Reinhold Niebuhr? the Swander lecturer for 1947, was born in Wright City, Mo«, 

of German parentage^ His father Gustine Niebuhr, an ordained minister in the 
Evangelical Synod of North America, died, when he was very young-, Niobuhr studied. 
;,t Elmhurst College, but he left ir. 1.910 before he received his degree or had coni 
pleted his undergraduate workc. He Esquired. a BoD., degree from Yale Divinity School 
in 1914 and an A,i.io in 1915 after he had studied at Edon Theological Seninary0

He was ordained a minister in bis denomination in 1915 and accepted a call to 
Bethel Evangelical Church in Detroit, Hicbige.no While he remained in Detroit, he 
was profoundly affected by the rise of th?, automotive industry and its concomitant 
social and political problems., lb make him a "chastened liberal'-' in his outlook 
involving an turning to the loft politicallyand in turning to the right in 
theologyo

He left Detroit in 1928 and in the sane year Dr0 Niebuhr accepted the rank of 
Associate Professor of Philosophy of Religion at Union Theological S v.'.inary-. This 
chair he surrendered in 1980 for that of Applied Christianity at the sane institu- 
tion0

In 1940 he renounced his membership 1:1 the Fellowship of Reconciliation because 
he lent his active support to the warc He greatly encouraged .American intervention 
through speeches and magazine articles, the latter appearing particularly in 
l!Christianity and Crisis, a bi-weekly of which he is a member of the editorial 
board,, He has maintained his active social interests and at present is chairman 
of the Union for Democratic Action, a group of intellectuals and labor leo.ders who 
maintain a lobby in Washington and issue a bi-weekly paper, Congressional Newsletter, 
vice chairman of the Liberal Party .and a member of the recently organized Americans 
for Democratic Action-. He has recently returned from an educational mission in 
Gen.ianyo

Among his more famous books aro Moral Man and Immoral Society. Reflections on 
the End of an Era, An Interpretation of Cliristian Ethics,, and The Nature and Destiny 
of Man, Because bf his right-wing theology and his left-wing social philosophy ho 
has become one of .Americans most provocative thinkers^ 

ooooooooo
John In Swandnr and Swander Lectures Continued from pago 2 

minister of the Reformed Church, and
Having been elected 

Associp.te Professor of Systematic Theology., he endowed with twenty thousand dollars 
the nenori.nl lectureship which bears the name of his children^. Sarah. Ellon .and Nevin 
Ambrose*

Properly enough,. Drc Swradei’ delivered the initial lecture .and almost all the 
others until his death in 1925... Gir.oc ■•.be foundation provided for the publishment
of the lectures, one can find twenty verm, os, some of which were not delivered, be­
ginning with those of the first five y„arc >'1901-05) Old Truths in Now Forms and 
ending with the timely one entitle:" Afte Death —- Uhatf .Where... Th/? Tn then, as 
he purposed, was promulgated ’•sou.id chviatcj.ogical science by a who, in the 
words of Dr0 Richards., was ^consorratj.vppbut not bigoted, 
liberal but not radical^11 and who himself claimed credit 
only "for diligence as <a student in the school of science 
and philosophy,,11

Since Dr* Swander1s death- nineteen distinguished 
leaders in academic circles have continued the series 
annually with the exception of a wartime interruption* 
What is more, in the Library aro to bo found books 
on those lectures and published by the deliverers? 
Coffin's What to proacht, Brunner‘ s Theology of 
Crisis and others* In recent years’- Dr,. Herman 
contributed his Sacramental Universe? and Edwin 
Aubrey, the lectures of last February, To this 
list of notables, we now prop.are to add 
Reinhold Niebuhr., „ '•** O ••

<S> $
Let Us prepare to got 
down to business right 
a.way0

Hicbige.no
nenori.nl
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