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A SEMIWART AN CHPISTMAS SPECTAL OR
HOW THi GRINCH STOLE THE CHRIST

The villsge of Hollowville sits nestled among the rolling hills of
inystate USA. 'he people there are much like you or me, they have the
some problens, the samc challenges, the sanc celebrations, and the sanc
threats, TLife is simple there, the residents go throught the regular
motions ¢f doily routine, working deily throumh the week ond sonmctimes
on Saturdays, with Sundays resesrved as CGodl's day, and most of the
pneople belong to one of the three churches in town. This year, they
drev towards Christmnas with their usual provorstions, ordering their
decorations from CGrinch City, thirty miles cast. Roger Wilko, owner of
Terb's Crocerette, ordered gola shopﬂing bags with o holiday motif,

Whp town council ordecred o huge bonner for the tovm squore to welcome
the scason. lope, Feace, and Love churchus each ordered nevw accouter-
ments for thetrr rcspective cresche scenes, B.3., Diggs of 2igsgs
Departnent Storc and Pharmacy replcenished her stock of cards and gifts
in preporation for the spending season., And they oll wvaidcd eagerly
for Grinch City to fill thé orders.

Roger!s bags came first, Flerry Yuletide? they »nrocloimed in
bright red script, brﬂndishing a grinning Santa aton an ornLtL sleigh

Oile
Why those are dovmright cheecry, thougat Roger, os he stored his non-
011uay bogs in his SEOCLIOOM. Pfouqu, Roger filled bogs with heonms,
and crenberries, anc potatoes, and so cn, am the people of Ilollowville
zot their food for the holidays, vishing a1l a lierry Yuletide aos he
vvorkec,

The banner come, and it was bercutiful, gold and silver flecked
letters of red and green, trecs and Sontas frolicluiing gaily around the
border, onc big portrait of Baint ificholas °OWitting the message
iZeagon's Greetirpgsii, Ch, but the town parcnts vere proud of this
banner, a rcal beUutJ. They hung it in the square three wocks before

he heliday with great pomp and cerenony, the clinax of the Jack Frost

_____

narade,
Leide lzgs vas o ~nicke She thought she would never get her glfte

and cards in time for the seuson. l'econle kept osking \hpn tnc snioment
would crrive, and finally VTLh only bh“ec and o helf weeks left, they
arrived, Scason's Crcetln'o, Tappy oli Welcone uunLu, Checrs,
Yuleticce Wishes, her card ssorument vas sold out in o week, The gift
buying binonza had also hit, and she hed very little timce to ¢o morc
thon scll, sell, sell,
Tonc, Foqce, and Love churches consolidated resources to construct
a nokeshift cresche, as their orders could not be filloed, hacy could
not decide on o location, Ghey could not decidc which niceccs viere in
better shope, 'They could not decide who wes in chorge 50 they
scranned the cresche, Just this once, And on the eve OL the holiday,
o two thousand yeor old man wept. And no one in ollouvillc noticed,
Don lason
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A REFLECTION ON FEEEDBACKY
I feel an urgent need to respond

to Mike Weiser's Feedback that
cppeared in the 12-3-80 issue of
the Seminarisn., Knowing full well
iy own sense of values, beliefs,
inpepessions, and persknal biases,
I an submitting my response in two
separate articles, The first onse
is as SCC President., The second
one will be iy personzl feelings
and eVUWOrLtlons as a single, con-
cerned. member Of the LTS Cohnunlwy.

Mike initially seers to be
several questions in his article:
(1) "What is the purpose of the
Seminarien?®; (2) "Should editorial
guidelines or policies be
and achered to regarding nmoterlials,
articles, 3oetry, lwnfugge, etc.?iy
(3) "For which audience is the
Seminericn intended?¥

Initially I would like to direct
our attention to Article V, Section
A (1) of the SCC Constitution re-
gar@ing the Semincrian, The Sen-
inarian is the official title of
the newspaper of the Seminarian
Community Council. Members of this
committee are responsible for the
publication of this naper, as well
as any other oubllcatlons deemned
necessary by the Seminarian Commi-
unity €ouncil, It will also be the

duty of this committee to handle, in
cooperation with the other comnmittee

all public rezations concerning the
Seminary community.?

Keboing this focused uppernost in
our minds, hopefully, it is clearly

understood that no one should becoue

cpprebensive about subnlttlng ert-
1cles, noetry, or commentaries

reising

formulated

which present "inersonal opinions! or

be unduly questlonea as to whether
or not such wes done '"under the
guise of comwmunity concerns’, This
is particulerly important, because
if weAtrqu conslder ourselves to
be o community, then whatever con-
cerns any incividuel will neces-
sarily be OFf concern to. the vider
comuunity. This does not discount
The fact that there mey be a wide
variance in support as to the val-
idity of that concern.

(cont.)

2
(cont,) But a caring, nearing,
loving community is. ucceotlng of

Doth thhse individuols jgﬁk¢ag—
Tions with whom we sgree or Ois-
cgreb.

Therefore, the ‘Cpportunity
cnd the invitation should end must
ramgln existent for gnyone and
everyone to present his/her own
isoap box sermon(S) on varbdous
causes', 1f the majority of the
concerned conmunity believes in
and supports the intent of the
Seminarian., This right, this gift,
this home is there, qccess:v.blo,
ond free for any anc cll nenbers
of the LTS community---~be they
seiinarians, faculty, acdministra-
tion, spouses, Or family member
It exists for all of us---Gail
W11lotson, “Mike Weiser, Steve An-
drews, Zarry Lace, Beth Nordbeck
“and friends?, anc those not iden-
tified,

As SCC President, I have been
made very wuch nore aware of the
divisiveness which has surfaced
among us over the issue of inslus-~
ive/exclusive lenguage, It is not
ny intent at this time to discuss
the relative merits €I each.
Suffice to say, if Mike is correct
in his essessment that the issue
of languege is 'chasing out as
meny peopnle from the Christian
connunltv 25 they expedd to addh
then indeed, we 21 1 must re-think
as to who is/are the 'oppressedi,
At any rate, further evaluation is
needed before any div¥initive
judgment can be rendered as to
whether or not the vaucity of cha-
pel attendance can be attributed
to the issue itself, or rather thet
there is an inverse relationship
between attendance in chajpel and
length of time invested as o seni-

nary stucent, Whlch one needs tle
greater attention since both of

these factors are apnarently over-
ationel at this point in tine,
Without suggosting editorial
censorship, I hope that each per-
son who contributes to the Semi~
nerian will be mindful of the lan~
guage and tone selccted, so that
there is a lessened DOuSlbility of
inflenmatory rhetoric and/or a
(cont, n. 3)
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RIFLICTION (cont.)

seening dis¥fespect for others and
the positions and beliefs held by
them, Let us be reminded that a
Christian is above all else loving.

It s unfortunate that Mike per-
celves the racismn-seXism seminar
in such negative terms., Let it
neither be overlooked nor forgotten
that the racism-sexisn seminar is
based upon printed material pub-
lished by the nationel office of
the United Church of Christ located
an New York, It is intended pur-
pose is th merely seek parazliels
between the origins and perpetuation
of both racism and sexism in aner-
ican sotiety and, in a very real
way, the church, Thus, it would
apnear to be unfair to label “3eth
Nordbeck and friends® (of whom at
least 4 participants are nals
including myself), Pas ev1dence of
destructive forces at work in the
church today.,"

Mike, I apnlaud you for your
courage in speaking our and encour-
age you to continue to feel free
in doing so, You understood the
risks involved and were not de-
terred by theu. L celebrate with
you in thet personsl triumph. I
too, stand reudy and w1lllng to
discuss the issues and concerns
addressed in our respective
articles,

Stephen B, Andrews
SCC President

ROUKD 25007 FOVE
- My hopz for the HNew Year is to
virite this coluin svery weck., Whis
apace i1l he used to ghere voiocumrs-
nspects of Eﬂncaster, end to Lift up
neonle oid eventg aere at LES,

Tocay I wish, to set fertn iy
Christrog vosh for us hewre ot
It is Ly AODV that we cen set aside
opr differences. If we can join
together as Christians and love each
other as Christians, maybe we can
1lift ourselves above our oppression
and the oppression w2 put on bthers,
We are first coalled to follow Christ
end love others, Let us share that
love this Christmas,
Jeffr Dick

cey Se

TRANSFORMATION (Rom. 12:
Prepare your cocoon
then
1ittle silkworn
for God has brought the season
which calls for
your self
to be given up,
Spin it gently
carefully
Yovingly
for the gift which you give
is precnous,
Let go
of your bld life
as a woru
Let
your old self
die,
For as you move through
the dark sacrificisl chamber
of your cocoon
You will find
the new life
and
light
of a butterfly
And every flutter
of your wings
will show the rhythn
of
the breath of God,
Patti Carque

JANUARY, TERM

During the second week of
January session, the Senior
collegium is sponsoring an open
forum fueled by input from per-
sonal experience, The topic is
the student and her/his problems
encountered in parish work as a
student,

Registration for this group
ispreferred, so see Andrea McCaw
for further details, Some of
the areas of consideration will
be the authority system, the
ttypical! and the atypical stu-
dent situation and more, We hope
that this kind of discussion will
enable all participants to learn
a little bit more ebout our own
experience as it is enlightened
by the experiences of others,

Don Mason
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TEE CALL 10 MINISTRY

The call to ministry is both
nrivate and public, Thers is no
one who can question that »nrivete
call, However, one's public re-
sponse to smch o private call is
another natter, It is one for
which we aoll shoulc prepare our

selves to answer and defend if
asked, While the following worR is

lacking in its literory references
to the fehale, it is my hope that
the message it seeks to dnport is
not lost due to its omission,

This world

Is where we were born.

This world

Is where we sheoll die,

This world is where, between

bitth and death,
We orkk and play.
Between birth and death
Some men live for self.

Some men live dor others.

Some men live with no purpose.
Most men live with mixed motives,
Most Christians are like most men.
They 1live with mixed motives.

They are neither wholly good

nor wholly bad,
They are both good and bad,
They say, "this is God's world,
We are his sons, and brothers each
to each'’,
And thgy try to act
as though tals were
But they fail, Agein

true,
and agein,

They they sec the mon Jesus,
Who said that God still loves then,
That he continues to work
in his world—-
Sometines in hidden ways,
sonetines openly--
Th bring nearer to eaca other
and to himself,
In Jesus Christians sec God
at work in this world,

In Jesus God works

To free the gullty from despeir,

Th heal the hurt of bigotry,

To make whole the fragmented,

To offer his pressence to the lonely,

(cont.,)

Through his Spirit and

his people God
Sets befors nen and natons

the weys of peace and justice,
Makes clear his will

for their lives together, and
Binds u» the womnds of humonity.

wyno will tell this story?®
God asks.,

"Whom shell I entrust
with this work?®

Those who soy,
Hliere 1 am, Can I help?w
Are those whom we call

nis ministers,
Iseiah was one of these.
30 was Amos, and John the Baptist.
Feter, Andrew and Poul,
Augustine, Aguinas and Calvin
Albert Schwelzer, Fdhn XAIIT,
Martin Luther King,

If you are one who
soniewhere and somelhow
Flears this call
To live for men
in the service of Cod,
Then you too may be
one of his ninisters.

This title was originated by 8.
Andrews for verses found in a
Lancaster Theological Seminary
publication circa 1965, I found
it when browsing through the ar-
cnives nere in the L7S Library.
There was no indication as to its
author,

Stephen B, Ancrevs.
THAVK YOU,

who came to visit,
yed for me while I
spital, I was

nuch concern for ne,
It nmede ny stay so much nicer.
Thenks once again in the Spirit
of Christ, and happy Holidey
Season,

Thanks to all
called and pre
wes in the ho
touched at so
t
&

Sincerely,
Narie Grayson



