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the wrong who consider it the same with the im­
position of She apostles’ hands upon believers, and 
refer to such texts as Hebrews 6, 2. Acts 8,17, 
9,17. Tim. 5, 22. Those texts, with many 
others both in the Old and the New Testament, 
shew only that the laying on of hands with pray­
er was a religious ceremony among the Jews. 
It was practiced on many occasions; and, was 
used in the New Testament, both by the apostles 
in communicating the gifts of the Holy Ghost to 
believers and ordaining Elders and Deacons, 
and by other Christian ministers in setting apart 

. some of their brethren to a new enterprise. lf 
is not improbable that, if the apostles received 
into full communion members who had been bap­
tized in infancy, they did so by the imposition of 
hands and prayer, because this mode of doing it 
was agreeable to the spirit and the custom of the 
age; but none of the examples which occur in 
the New Testament is an instance of confirma­
tion. The practice however can be traced to a 
very early period in the church. Dr. Campbell 
in the Lectures on Ecclesiastical History, thinks 
it arose in the second century from the right 
which tiie bishop claimed to confirm the bap­
tisms that were administered by the presbyters 
and deacons of his church. As early as Tertul- 
lictn’s time, at-the close of the second century, 
the christening-or annointing with oil, and the 
sealing with the sign of the cross were joined 
with the imposition of hands. The whole cere­
mony was performed immediately after baptism, 
if the bishop was present; if he was absent, it 
was deferred until the baptized could present 
themselves to him, or if they wore children, 
could bo presented by others. It is sometimes 
spoken o‘’as the confirmation of baptisms which 
had been administered by presbyters or deacons, 
but more frequently as the completing act of 
every baptism. It was considered as that act by 
which the Holy Ghost was imparted to the bap­
tized, and was usually performed by the bishops, 
who professed to be the successors of the apos­
tles and as such empowered to communicate the 
Holy Ghost. For their convcnience thc two fes­
tivals of Easter tied Whitsuntide were chosen 
as the proper seasons of baptism both for adults 
and children when the candidates were required 
to assemble from all places in the bishop’s church, 
and the part which the bishops then performed 
was that of the imposition of hands, while the act 
of batizing might be done by presbyters and dea­
cons- Such as had been baptized in the inter­
val, and converts from heresy who had re­
ceived baptism in their own sects, now received 
only the imposition ol hands with its accompany­
ing ceremonies.

In the church of Rome confirmation was made
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ill ofiice, burdens of labor which they cannot 
bear, and have opened fountains from which 
enough of bitterness has flowed. To the prac­
tice of confirmation the low state of religion in 
the churches has been attributed. It has been 
regarded as the root of evil, the great abomina­
tion, the curse of the German churches. A 
highly respectable clergyman of a sister denomi­
nation once told the writer, that we must rid our­
selves of it, or we could never prosper; and a 
correspondent of the Philadelphian, some good 
while ago, having witnessed a confirmation in a 
German church, in the eastern,section of our. 
state, expressed his conviction that we were as 
destitute of true religion as the Hindoos. Accor­
ding to his statement he saw an exhibition ol 
the most frigid formality, and observed not a 
single indication of real devotion or serious pie­
ty; and he concluded tl at, what he saw in one 
place was a specimen of what was true in every 
other. 1 le seemed to be some young missionary 
sent into Pennsylvania by an eastern institution 
to gather an English congregation in the midst 
ol Germans; and he thought, we presume, that, 
as an apostle to the Gentiles, he must '•magnify 
his ofiice.” We do not charge him with wilful 
misrepresentation; but his sweeping denunciation 
is evidence of great precipitancy and ol strong 
prejudice, and entitles him to no forbearance 
from us. We assure those who have thought so 
ill of us that we are not utter strangers to vital 
Christianity: if they are Christ’s, so arc we: if 
our piety does not assume the same form as theirs, 
it is not the less real; and if a stranger does not 
discover it in one place, there is no proof in that 
fact that it has no existence any where. It must 
bo admitted however that much evil doos exist, 
and that much of it is traceable to our confirma­
tion; but the true cause of it is not in the rite 
but in its abuse; and those who abuse confirma­
tion would equally abuse any thing that might 
be substituted in its place.

Every church must have some mode of receiv­
ing members into full communion: and that mode 
which is the most solemn and impressive, with­
out nourishing superstition, is undoubtedly the 
best. We have no objection to the Presbyterian 
mode; nor to that of the Methodists; nor to that 
of any other sister church: all those may be best 
for those that have them: but we think our own 
the best for us, and by no means less adapted 
than any other to make a salutary impression, 
both upon the individuals who are received, and 
upon the whole congregation who .witness the 
solemn scene.

Confirmation, has the sanction of great antiqui­
ty. We do not claim for it apostolical appoint­
ment. We arc persuaded that those are much in

CONFIRMATION.

At this season the ministers of the German 
churches arc generally employed in the catechet­
ical instruction of youth, preparatory to their 
admission to the privilege of full membership by 
the rite of confirmation. This is an ancient 
practice of these churches, venerable by its an­
tiquity and interwoven with the religious feelings 
of a great majority of their members. We should 
be sorry to see it laid aside, and regret that it 
seems to have fallen into disrepute and neglect 
with some who profess to be members of the re­
formed church. That it may be abused, and 
that it has often been suffered to degenerate into 
gross abuse, no one who has been an attentive 
and serious observer will deny. Too little care 
has been taken to impart a good knowledge of 
Christian doctrine to the youth and to impress 
the truth upon their hearts. Too little attention 
Jias been given to the religious character of those 
who have been admitted to confirmation. Young 
persons have been confirmed who, at the time, 
had not one clear idea of religion, who gave no 
reason to hope that they would adorn their pro­
fession, who did not intend to lead a holy life,— 
yea did not know in what a holy life consists,— 
and who regarded their confirmation and ihcir 
first communion as a form, which they must use, 
once for all, for the purpose of identifying them­
selves with some sect, lest they might die with­
out the pale of the church and perish. In this 
way the church has received a multitude of ig­
norant and ungodly members. The spirit of vi­
tal piety has been repressed, vice encouraged, 
discipline broken down. In this way the spirit 
of God has been grieved and the blessing of hea­
ven prevented, and ministers of religion have 
prepared lor themselves, or for their successors
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does not make the most of them. If we abolish | the whole 
the custom of confirmation, it will be an abolition 
of the annual catechizing of youth; and wc shall 
thus deprive ourselves of the power of bringing 
this interesting portion of the church under the

We have been favored with a private letter 
from the Rev. ,W. O’. Rennet, missionary of our 
Board to South Carolina, addressed to his friend 
in York, dated at Newberry S. C. March 15,18- 
38, from which we are permitted to make ex­
tracts. We are not informed whether any other 
intelligence has been received from him. Wo 
should have been pleased if the letter, which is 
now before us, had furnished more information 
respecting the state of the church and Air. Ren­
net’s laboi*s in that field.

“At this late hour I have taken my pen in 
hand for the purpose of informing you, that I 
have for a number of weeks been preaching to 
the destitute brethren of our church in this 
state; and,.in some small degree, 1 think, lean 
say my labors have been blessed. 1 have had 
but one communion season, at which time there 
were nine young persons that connected them­
selves with the church. Again and again I have 
seen the manifestations of God’s Holy Spirit in..

• that they should receive it.
But the minister of Chirst must not imagine 

that this part of his duty is an easy one, or that 
it can be very quickly dispatched. His work is 
not done when his catechumens have committed 
the catechism and its proof-texts, and arc able to 
go through a recitation of what they have thus 
learned, tor the entertainment ofthc congregation; 
nor is there any reason .to believe that every de­
sirable effect has been produced, if they have 
committed no gross offences during the time of 
their attendance on his ministry. The minister 

g more, who can administer 
confirmation to youth who are no better prepared 
for the kingdom of heaven, and return satisfied 
from such an occupation, is unworthy of his of­
fice, & will have his place among the faithless & 
slothful whom God will condemn. His catechu­
mens must bo taught to understand what they 
learn; they must receive clear ideas of the doc­
trine of Christ; they must be made acquainted 
with the system which the Saviour taught; and 
what they understand must be applied practical­
ly io the conscience and the heart, until they feel 
its truth and authority, and arc awakened to re- 
pentanee, to laith in’Christ, and to a new life or An(| ,,s'||rKm ..v.t. <1 <,... v. ,ti,.>ut pulling
at least g.ve a reasonable hope that the truth has n|) [)|e whpnt a|s0 sQ t]ipm js |h(? m0‘t 
taken a lasting hold upon their minds. It must 
not be supposed that, if any have attended a se­
ries of catechetical instructions,. they may, as a 

L. matter of course, be confirmed at the end. The 
church is a thousand times happier without ungod­
ly members than with them, and great care 
should therefore be taken, while we have it in em­
power, to prevent the admission of those from 
whom no other than an ungodly life can reason­
ably be expected. Let them be retained in the

up the wheat also, so there is, for the most part, 
such a connexion subsisting between the conver­
ted and the unconverted members of a church, 
that the one class cannot be expelled from it 
without seriously injuring the other; and we 
must therefore let them stand together until God 
himself makes the separation, For unavoidable 
imperfection God.will not judge us; but for un­
faithfulness and sloth a heavy curse, an awful 
weight of heaven’s anger it to be expected.

class of catechumens from year to year; and if-------  --------- -—------,

a distinct Sacrament, and was burthened with 
new ceremonies. It was not permanently sepa­
rated from baptism before the thirteenth century. 
The Reformers abolished it, on account of the 
superstitious frippery.that disfigured it, and the 
rank which it had usurped among the sacraments 
ofthc church, but it was afterwards restored, in 
the form in which it still subsists, first in the Lu­
theran church and, somewhat later, in the .Re­
formed, as a suitable mode of receiving new 
members into full communion. Wo do not pre­
tend to impart the Holy Ghost by confirmation : 
nor do we ascribe any mystic virtue to the cere­
mony of laying on of hands, nor io the form of 
words which is used on the occasion: we claim 
fur them no other than their appropiate moral in­
fluence,. and we arc persuaded that they had no 
other in the hands ofthc ancient bishops.

The chief value of confirmation, however, is in “»vUU.<hwU1. .
the instruction which precedes it. The imposi- who aims at nothing 
lion of tire hands upon the head of an individual — •»’
and the form of words which is uttered bv the 
minister, apart from the knowledge ofthc truth 
which that individual possesses and the impres­
sion which it has made upon his heart, like every 
other naked ceremony, is a lifeless and useless 
t lung. Confirmation must be considered only as 
the concluding act of a course of instruction and 
a series ofcflbrts designed to prepare the youth 
for what the creed calls (be communion of Saint s; 
that is, their communion with Christ as their head 
and with one another as members, of which the 
Lord’s supper is the visible sign. “That which 
we have seen and hoard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and 
truly our fellowship is with flic Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.” I John 1, 8, “Ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy na­
tion, a peculiar people: that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light.” 1 Peter 
2, 9. “God who is rich in mercy; fur his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, and hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places ir. Christ Jesus.” 
Ephes. 2, -1—6. Tins is the destination to 
which as Christians wo arc called by the Gospel, 
and to this Christian parents and Christian minis­
ters arc bound by the same Gospel to bring the 
youth whom God has entrusted to them.

The hold, which'this ancient custom of the 
German churches has upon their members, ena­
bles the minister of the Gospel to bring within 
his reach and under the influence of his instruc­
tions a class of youth whose attention he could 
not otherwise procure. He is thus furnished 
with opportunities to impart religious knowledge 
<n a form and by a method which arc best adap­
ted to the capacities and 1 lie wants of youth, and 
which he cannot use in the pulpit. He presents 
a brief system of Christian doctrine and practice; 
he creates and keeps up attention by the questions 
he puts io those who arc taught ; and he brings 
them into .immediate contact with his instructions, 
and obliges them to feel that they alone arc now 
the persons who arc concerned with them. These 
opportunities are such as every faithful minister 
of Christ will rejoice to find, and will conscien­
tiously and faithfully improve: and wo to that 
minister in the. church .who, possessing them,

congregation with a deep sense oft heir 
obligation to a holy life. We dislike the practice 
of having the catechumens to recite, what thev 
have learned, in the presence ofthc congregation. 

w , previously to their confirmation: still less do wc
influence of religious instruction adapted to their approve the expensive and useless pomp of a pe­
wants, and at an age when it is most important culiar dress for the occasion. All such things 

take offthc attention from the one needful thing, 
and substitute shew and sound for spirituality. 
The great object, to which all our efforts should, 
be directed, is truth well understood and suitably 
impressed: light thrown upon the understandin'j; 
and a holy warmth diffused by it through the 
heart..

After all our faithfulness and caution, wo shall 
still be unable to prevent entirely the entrance of 
unconverted and ungodly persons intoihe church: 
tares will grow up among the wheat; foolish and 
wise virginswill be in the same company who 
go out to meet the bridegroom ; the kingdom of 
heaven will always be like a net cast into the sea, 
with which good fish and bad arc caught. Eve u 
the apostles and their associates, filled as they 
wore with (he spirit of God, were often deceived. 
In Jerusalem they had among the brethren Ana­
nias and Saphira ; in Samaria Simon A’ages v.;;s - 
baptized: in all the churches false brethren- 
crept in unawares and prepared for themselves 
a heavier curse by disgracing their profession. 
These disorders result from human infirmity; 
the tares are sown while the servants sleep; but 
who expects that they should always be awake?

they will not keep their place there, let them go 
where they please rather than receive them into 
full communion. While they arc manifestly living 
without God in the world, they arc not benefit­
ed by. admitting them to the Lord’s table, and re­
cognizing them as the disciples of Christ. A 
fatal illusion is thereby practiced upon them: 
they are beguiled into a false belief that their reli­
gion is all the religion that real Christians have, 
and a hope of heaven is entertained which can 
only terminate in a deeper, despair: and while 
they are deriving no good from their unworthy 
communion, the chinch is receiving very serious 
harm : their example has a blighting influence 
upoiuits piety ; -it withers the sjJrit of devotion, 
whilst every bad passion ise.xciled and nourished 
by the poison which it spreads. Leftlie pastor 
of a church take care that the blood of such sin­
ners, and the guilt of such ruin be not upon 
him.

If candidates for admission to the communion 
have been suitably prepared, we con think of no­
thing more appropriate, as a mode of receiving 
them, than the rife of confirmation. It is simple 
and at the same time solemn and affecting, and 
will not fail to impress both the new members and



MESSENGER OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH.

might form two excellent dis-

YORK, APRIL, 1833.

uui uiv nviu vi iuuvi ■ VVe have received the fifth number of a new 
As far as I know there religious paper, entitled “77ic Messenger o, 

Truth., and impartial Religious Recorder,” ed­
ited by the Rev. B. Kurtz and J. M’Knight oj 
Chambersburg, Pa. It pursues an independen: 
course, and breathes a liberal spirit. V. e wish 
its enterprising editors entire success, and hopt 
they may be instrumental in promoting the great 
common cause of truth and piety.

The New York Weekly Messenger and 
Young Men's Advocate, devoted to the interests 
of religion, literature, science, agriculture, com­
merce, and public occurrences, published week­
ly on a large sheet , at <$2,50 a year, if paid in 
advance, is a handsomely printed and use­
ful paper. The publishers say in their prospec­
tus :—“Anxious to promote love to God and 
good will to man, the Weekly Messenger and 
Advocate has been established on the broad 
ground of Christian charity. Il claims allegiance 
to every good word and work—yet cannot sloop 
to recognize those lines of party distinction which 
divide the great mass of the religious coinmuni-

We have been politely furnished, by the Rev. 
Mr. Seidel o^ Bethlehem, with the United Breth­
ren’s Missionary Intelligencer, for 1832. It i>. 
published quarterly, in New York, in a pamph­
let of 48 octavo pages, at one dollar a year. It 
is entirely devoted to the Brethren’s Missions, 
and comprises a map of very interesting mission­
ary correspondence, biography and history, that 
bears the impression of the Christian simplicity 
and humble devotedness which have always 
characterized that meritorious denomination. 
The Moravian brethren have contributed their 
full portion of labor and money and prayer to the 
missionary enterprises of the last one hundred 
years. They began to-make efforts for the con­
version of the Heatb.cn, when their own number 
hardly exceeded six hundred, and when they had 
just emerged from a state of persecution, <§• found 
a resting place for themselves. A nd,we add with 
pleasure, the-preaching of no body of Christian 
ministers is more fully the preaching of Christ 
crucified, than that of the Moravian clergy. 
The great doctrine of atonement, indeed, holds a 
more prominent place in their theological system 
than in any other; and during all the misrule oi 
infidelity in Europe, they have held fast this all- 
important truth. Il is gratifying to observe that 
they are liberally aided with contributions to 
their funds, by Christians of other denominations. 
May the Lord still prosper them.

I'-'rcm a letter of another Rev. brother dated 
Nov. 8. 1832, we make the following extract, 
having reference to the same region of country. 
Speaking of Lewistown and Huntingdon, the let­
ter says:

“They arc both very important stations, and 
it is very much to he regretted that they were 
disappointed in the young man who was there 
lately.—Is there no young man in the seminary 
who would be prepared until spring to accept a 
charge? It would be requisite that he should 
preach in both languages, and especially that he 
preach the English well. The only hope of the 
congregations is directed to the seminary."’

“If no prospect should present itself for a 
■minister to these congregations, I think it highly 
expedient that a missionary should be appointed 
for the counties of Huntingdon, Mifflin and 
Clearfield.”

ty into clans. This indifference to sectarian 
prejudices, is founded on the belief that the dis­
crepancy between the various denominations of 
Christians who take the bible, without addition, 
diminution, or distortion, as the standard of their 
faith, is more apparent than real. Pledged to 
no single party, the Messenger and Advocate 
holds itself in readiness to do the worthy bidding 
of all; to rejoice with those that rejoice, and sym­
pathize with those that mourn. But in every 
hing admitted into its columns, the highest re­
gard will be had to the purity and force of the 
moral impressions intended to be left on the mind 
of the reader. Religion, virtue, morals, litera­
ture, science and philanthropy, may claim an in­
terest in the fulfilment of the editorial pledges oi' 
the Messenger and Advocate/’

These sentiments arc fine, and worthy of the 
cause which the editors have undertaken to pro­
mote. Wo have religious party papers enough. 
It is right, indeed, that every denomination should 
have its own organ of communication with its 
members, and with the public: but a few of these 
arc sufficient for such a purpose. Religious pe­
riodicals exert a powerful and extensive influence 
upon the public mind, and may therefore do eith­
er much good or immense harm: they may in­
form and edify many thousands, and give health 
and vigor and spirit to the whole church: or they 
may set Christians every where against one an­
other, dissipate all real piety in the church, dis­
turb ovoi’.y--p]nco-%rKh noisy'■'alfcrcaiion, and be­
come the most efficient auxiliaries of scepticism 
and vice. They ought therefore to be managed 
with great prudence and moderation, and this 
object is best secured if they' arc not pledged to 
my' parly in the church.

The periodicals which are designed to pro­
note the interests of particular denominations, 
■r of particular parlies in the same denomina- 
iou, are not necessarily contentious. They 

; may' undoubtedly be free from sectarian bigotry 
.nd exclusiveness, just and kind to all, full of 
charity and good fruits. Such they always 
ought to be; and of such we have honorable ex­
amples. But periodicals of this class arc likely 
to do much harm, if the spirit which has appear­
ed in some of thorn be permitted to prevail. 
They arc not promoting true religion, but bigotry 

and intolerance, if, instead of lending their main 
strength to inculcate the great principles of our 
common Christianity, they arc chiefly occupied 
with the peculiarities of their own parties, fix the 
attention of their readers upon these little mat­
ters, and induce them, whether designedly or 
not, to take a zealous attachment to these fur 
Christian piety, and to regard with suspicion and 
coldness, all who do not belong to the same eta.

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Jonathan 
Zeller, addressed, to the editor, dated Mar­
tinsburg, Bedford county, Ba. March iSth, 
]833.
“Cheerfully and cordially would I do more 

for our Reformed-Zion, if it were in my power, 
hut at present my' good will must suffice ; though 
I sincerely hope that the time may not-be far off, 
when 1 shall be enabled to contribute rny mile. 
Since I came to these parts I have bad to encoun­
ter difficulty after difficulty. It frequently plea­
sed the Lord to lay' his hand heavily upon me by 
inflicting severe and long continued sickness.

1 am surrounded by numerous sects, some of 
whom evince a strong party spirit by' opposing 
every thing like regularity and system. My 
congregations were very much scattered, and 
for 8 or 10 years destitute of regular preaching, 
before I took charge of them.—My labors were 
many and accumulated hitherto, but my support 
restricted and small; so that 1 could do nothing 
for our seminary in the way' of pecuniary aid. 
Some of my congregations arc in a very flourish­
ing and prosperous state; but the field of labor 
here is too large for me. A.-> «<> I .
is no preacher of our denomination in Hunting- ■ 
don county besides me, whereas if I had a broth­
er with me who is well qualified to preach in both 
languages, we might form two excellent dis­
tricts.”

our midst, but under present circumstances these 
people can do but little towards supporting a 
minister. Their number is small and many' of 
ihem are poor.”

“There arc many here who are not connected 
with any church”—“1 am persuaded that, it the 
Missionary' Society of our church should send 
another missionary here, and agree to support 
both in part for a short time, we would soon have 
a South Carolina Classis. If this is not done, 
1 fear that some years will pass away before a 
e.lassis can be formed”—“My circuit is so large 
that while 1 am contending with the enemy in 
one place, he is very busy in some other destroy­
ing the effect of my previous efforts. How long 
1 shall stay here I know not.”

Heatb.cn


MESSENGER OF THE GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH.38

jSteftgions Intelligence-

It is still worse if they descend into the arena of 
party strife; if they cast about them with innu­
endo, crimination, and reproach; if they impugn 
the honesty of those from whom they differ ; if 
they aim their shafts at individual character; if 
they seek to disparage others for the purpose of 
raising themselves- Such things have a-most 
unhappy effect upon the public mind, both in the 
church and out of it, and do more injury to reli­
gion and more service to infidelity, than all the 
writings of avowed unbelievers. They give oc­
casion to say, “The abomination of desolation 
standeth where it ought not.”

The last number of the Lutheran Observer, 
dated April 1st., is silent on the subject of a uni­
on of the two churches. This we regret.

The New York Evangelist, in copying our 
notice of the Rev. Dr. Rauch’s work on the Ne­
ology of Germany, has committed several typo­
graphical errors, which we respectfully request 
the editor to correct. We have frequently ob­
served errors of the same kind in other articles 
taken from our humble publication into papers 
that occasionally honor us with this friendly at­
tention, without taking notice of them; but in 
this instance, we have a reason which the Evan­
gelist will readily perceive.

Ju Frederick county, Md. the congregations 
in Woodsborough, Rock-hill, Liberty and Glades, 
are desirous of procuring a pastor who can 
preach to them both in English and in German-

In Shenandoah county, Virginia, several con­
gregations arc making exertions to obtain a min­
ister.

For other destitute places, we refer to the de­
partment of correspondence in our present num­
ber. We regret that the request we have ad­
dressed to brethren to communicate information 

i of the wants of the church, has not received 
more attention.

Each of these propositions is sustained by spe­
cifications which are supported by an induction 
of scripture testimony, interspersed with explan­
atory comment.

To these is added an appendix of “Additional 
Proofs,” which however arc not necessarily sep­
arated from the subjects of the preceding chap­
ters. Of the appropriateness of some of the 
proof-texts, there may be doubt; and in our o- 
pinion, they might have been omitted without any 
loss to the subject. We always prefer to depend 
entirely on unquestionable testimonies to prove 
an important doctrine; and of this kind of testi­
mony the doctrine of the Saviour’s divinity suf­
fers no want. It is well known too, that the ti­
tle Son of God is not considered a proof of di­
vinity by all who unhesitatingly believe the doc­
trine, and, we think, ought therefore not to have 
been classed with these proofs. With these ex­
ceptions, we cordially recommend this little work 
to our readers, and especially to those who are 
connected with Sunday-schools.

We have received by mail from New York, a 
little work entitled, “Immanuel, or Scripture 
Views of Jesus Christ,” published by the. Sun­
day-School Union of the Reformed Dutch 
Church. Its object is to prove the true and 
proper divinity of our blessed Redeemer, by an 
exhibition and systematic, arrangement of the 
scripture testimony concerning him. This is 
accomplished in a manner that is level to everv 
capacity, and adapts the book well to the use for 
which it is designed, namely, Sunday-school 
reading. It may be read, however, with profit, 
by all Christians who wish to become familiar 
with the whole subject. The proofs arc arran­
ged under five heads, in as many chapters, viz:

I. All the names and titles by which the Eter­
nal and Most High God has made himself known 
to man, are given to Jesus Christ our Saviour.

II. The attributes anti perfections which con 
belong to none but Jehovah alone, arc all ascri­
bed to Jesus Christ our Saviour.

III. The works which none but Jehovah him­
self can perform, are done by Jesus Christ, as 
the Scriptures abundantly testify.

IV. Christ is that to his Church which none 
but God can be in every relation.

V. The duties wo owe to Christ arc such as 
can never be due to any but the true and eternal 
God.

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HANOVER

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

In presenting the fifth annual report of the 
Hanover Sunday School Society, it is with heart­
felt gratitude to Almighty God for sustaining and 
protecting us during the past year, and although 
we had to contend with some difficulties and to 
labour under some disadvantages, we can with 
much satisfaction say, that through the last year, 
they were less than at any former period, and 
that the school has advanced in improvement 
beneficial to Teachers and Scholars.

In the course oftheycar, a Bible Class compo­
sed principally of the teachers was formed, from 
which it is hoped and believed that much good is 
derived. The teachers by attaching themselves 
to the class become better prepared for giving in­
struction to their respective classes-, whilst they 
arc laying up a fund of knowledge for themselves 
which may prove a temporal and an eternal bles­
sing.

The Union Questions have been introduced 
into the school, a uniform mode of instruction 
adopted, and the scholars alter having been ex­
amined by their teachers, arc again publicly 
examined by the superintendent (or some other 
person selected by him) who makes such remarks 
as may be comprehended by the children, and 
which may have a tendency (o impress their 
youthful minds. The lesson consisting of from 
six to ten verses of scripture, is given to the 
scholars the Sunday previous to their examina­
tion, thus allowing them sufficient time to commit 
it to memory, and to study its import.

From close observation, we rejoice to be ena­
bled to say that we believe that much good arises 
from this mode of instruction.

The children as well as teachers have access 
to the Library of the school originally containing 
121 volumes, besides children’s Books. The 
Books arc all of a religious or moral character.

1 books, are ex­
amined by their teachers, in order to ascertain 
whether the books have been road by them, and 
in what manner they have perused them, in or­
der that they may be induced to read attentively, 
and thus receive from their reading, impressions 
that may be of permanent benefit.

The school contains 16 teachers—13 female 
and three males, and 87 scholars—54 female- 
and 33 male, the greater part of whom are very 
regular in their attendance, many of them mani-

MINISTERLA L CHANGES.

Rev. Jonathan Zeller has removed from Mar­
tinsburg, Bedford Co. to Williamsburg, Hunting­
don Co. Pa.

Rev. Augustus Pauli has taken charge of the 
congregations in and near Lingclstown, Dauphin 
county, lately under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
Peter Fisher, removed to Spring-Mills, Centre 
Co. Pa.

Rev. B. C. Wolfie has accepted a call as as­
sistant pastor to the Rev. Thomas Pomp, from 
the Reformed congregation in Easton, Pa. Mr. 
Wolfie will officiate as the English preacher.

We 'have no late information from Hagers­
town, and cannot tell whether the call given some 
time ago, to the Rev. A- Helfenstein, Jun. has 
been accepted or not. We shall be thankful for 
information of any changes which occur in any 
of our congregations, and in the pastoral rela­
tions of our brethren. These are facts in which 
many of our readers take an interest.

In addition to the vacant congregations which 
have been noticed in former numbers of the 
Messenger, and the vacancies that have been 
created by the death of ministers, or by their 
removal to new stations, we have information of 
,hwX"KNippCrnose,DunstoWn .and one Th^ohrs afl^urnin^tho 

other not named, in Lycoming county, 1 a.
One congregation in Harrison county, Indi­

ana. An application for a minister who can 
preach both in English and German, was recei­
ved by the Synod at its last meeting and referred 
to the Missionary Board. Oh 1 that this Board 
were furnished with what it needs to make it 
what it ought to be.
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view of the claims ol the several fields occupied

49 
idopt- 

sionaries oi’ the Board in Ceylon, in which they

2
1

I

1 
1—10
4

2
2
2
2
2—10

4
3

Total,
Only two days after this resolution was a< 

ed, a communication received from the mis- 
___ :__ r>............................... i rs___i...

ask tor five missionaries, instead of three, the 
number mentioned above; and within three 
weeks, letters came from the Mediterranean, ur­
ging upon the Committee the immediate occupa­
tion of Damascus, in Syria, and Broosa, a-large 
and interresting city in the ancient Bythinia; so 
that had the estimate been made only a month 
later, the sum total must have exceeded fifty.

Should the Board send forth no more than 
twenty-five preachers during the present year, 
this would swell the number of its ordained mis­
sionaries to 100, and the whole number of its la­
borers—clergyman,-laymen, male, and female— 
among the-heathen, to nearly 300. The ex­
pense of the entire system of operations for the 
year ending August 31, 1832, was upwards of 
8120,000.—Seven ordained missionaries and 
sixteen assistant missionaries have been sent a- 
broad since that time; and thus the balance of 86, 
000, then in the Treasury, was speedily absorb­
ed. To sustain the system, as it was the last 
year, and to send forth'the missionaries now en­
gaged, 8140,000 will probably be needed for the 
year ending on the 31st of August next.

This brief statement of facts the prudential 
Committee make to their patrons, in the hope 
that it may advance the sacred cause, of which 
a special overnight is committed them. To min­
isters of the gospel, and to candidates for the 
holy office, it appeals for a greater number oi 
missionaries. Think not that your services will 
be declined for the want of funds. That will 
not be, till the last possible effort to obtain them 
has failed, and the churches have thus perempto­
rily said, they will send no more missionaries. 
The churches will furnish the means of sending 
forth every man, who is commissioned by the 
Holy Ghost to go; and nothing is wanting to. 
rouse the churches to ten-fold activity and zeal 
in this cause, but ten times as many missionaries 
pressing into the dark miserable regions of the 
heathen world. Upon the ministry it devolves 
in this, as’in every other good work, to go before

ed to every creature, and upon the benevolence 
of the churches, they have pledged themselves, 
and the Board is pledged, to send lorlh every 
preacher of the gospel, who tenders liis services, 
and possesses the necessary qualifications. Hith­
erto this pledge has been kept inviolate, nor is 
there any danger that the churches will refuse 
to sanction it.

There is, however, a great deficiency in the 
number of ministers of the gospel who are both 

i able and disposed to engage in the missionary 
service. It is true, that the number increases 
from year to year: but it is also true, that the 
urgency of the demand, occasioned by the gra­
cious Providence of God, increases wit h far grea­
ter rapidity. It is true, that there were never so 
many missionaries engaged for a single year, as 
at present; yet is the number but little more than 
twenty, while the providential demand, on the 
most moderate calculation, as will presently be 
seen, is far more than twice that number. It is 
much to be desired, that the churches would 
strive to cflect a great increase in the number of 
soldiers of the cross for the foreign service; as, 
at present, there are scarcely enough in the field 
to set the battle in array against a single conside­
rable kingdom. Is it supposed, that our own 
waste places and vacant parishes will suffer by 
our sending a hundred missionaries to the heath­
en, where we now send ten ? Even were such 
to be the fact, our duty would still be plain. The 
apostles had scarcely preached thegospel through­
out Judea, when, with a few exceptions, they dis­
persed themselves over the heathen world. But 
such would not be the fact. Of those preachers 
who do not become foreign missionaries, a grea­
ter number would devote themselves to our waste 
places, than would do so if there were no foreign 
missions. The number of domestic missionaries 
has increased faster than the number of foreign 
miooionaricy. Then again it is found that very 
many of the young men, who come up from the 
field and the shop to prepare for the ministry, re­
ceive their first impulse toward the sacred office 
from a desire to become missionaries of the cross. 
The company of Christ’s ministers is rendered 
more numerous, by means of missions to the 
heathen. The more ministers wo send abroad, 
the more we have home. 1 lore it is (hat scatter­
ing will increase, and with holding more than is 
meet will tend to poverty. The true economy 
for the churches is, to do their duty, and live by 
faith on the Son of God.

In estimating the number of missionaries need­
ed for the present year, the Committee have been

To Siam, 3
To China, I
As explorers on the continent & islands, 4 
Tobe in readiness to occupy new sta­

tions,
To the Mediterranean as follows;— 

To the Ncstorians of Persia, 
To Trcbizond on the Black Sea, 
To the island of Cyprus, 
To the island of Samos, 
To the island ofCandia, 
To the island of Negropont, 
To Smyrna,

To Western Africa,
To the western coast of Patagonia, in 

South America, 2
To the Indians of North America, as fol­

lows ;—
To Indians on Lake Superior, 
To Indians of Upper Mississippi, 
To Indians o'* Upper Missouri, 
To Arkansas Cherokees, 
To Arkansas Choctaws and Creeks,

tion, they adopted the following resolution early 
in January, viz:—

Resolved—That it is advisable for the Board, 
with the leave of Providence, to send forth mis­
sionaries, during the present year, to the coun­
tries and in the proportion following, provided 
suitable men cun be obtained; viz. z
To Bombay,
To Ceylon,
To .Southeastern Asia, as follows;—

lest great interest in their exercises.—It is worthy 
of remark, that some of the children have remai­
ned with us from the commencement of our la­
bours, and have in this time obtained a fund of 
scriptural knowledge, which many unacquainted 
with the plan of Sunday School instruction, 
would scarcely credit, and we trust that impres­
sions have been made, which will'prove an eter­
nal blessing to them, and may extend to others 
around them.

In conclusion we would raise our hearts in 
songs of praise and gratitude to Him in whose 
cause we arc privileged to labour, lor the strong 
and continued evidence that we have been sup­
ported by His almighty arm, for amidst trials 
and difficulties through which we have passed, 
—when our hopes began to fail, and we were 
ready to sink, then would we look unto Him and 
cry with Peter, Loud save or wo perish.—The 
Gon of Hosts has stood by us, and caused us to 
rejoice and adore, whilst we might well be ad­
monished, O ye of little faith.

HENRY MYERS, Secretary.

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOR­

EIGN MISSIONS.

Proposed enlargement of the Missions of the 
.Board during the present year.—It is the usage 
of the Prudential Committee to make a statement, 
•in the early part of each year, of their plan of 
operations for the year, so that the patrons of the 
Board may judge how far their co-operation is 
needed. A brief statement of the kind will now 
be made for the present year;—premising, that 
the plan may be considerably modified by the 
number of missionaries at command, and by un­
anticipated events of Providence.

In making out a schedule of missionaries 
whom it is desirable to send forth, the inquiry 
has not been for the greatest number. The fact 
is, that many hundreds might be advantageously 
employed in those territories merely, which have 
been explored by American missionaries. And 
if it be admitted that the gospel is to be published 
every whore within the present century, then the 
time is not distant when the American churches 
will send forth hundreds of missionaries in a sin­
gle year. And do not the churches intend to 
accomplish the work within the present century? 
Nay, is it not their purpose to strive for a still 
more speedy accomplishment? That such a de­
termination is gradually forming in the churches, 
there cannot be a doubt; and it is cheering to. 
know that a constantly increasing number of the 
disciples of Christ are living, laboring, praying, wholly by what they regard as provtden- 
and appropriating time, substance, and influence, tml indications ; and as lias been already remar. 
with their eye steadily upon the speedy Conner- ked,they have stated the least number, tn respect 
sion of the whole world to God. Whatever field, each of the missions, and not the greatest. In 
whatever department, of Christian effort claims of the claims ot the several fields occupied 
their attention—whether domestic or foreign mis- hy the Board, or demanding its immediate atteu- 
sions, the education of ministers, the multipliea- "on. lhov n,lnntwl lhe Mmraw resolution earlv 
tion of Bibles or tracts, the improvement of mo­
rals or education, the advancement of science, 
or whatever it may be—the object of pursuit is 
the same: it is, THE sfeedv coxveiision of
THE WHOLE WOULD.

At this grand result, the Prudential Committee 
are bound, by the sacred trust committed to them, 
unceasingly to aim; and, relying on the promise 
of Him who commanded the gospel to be preach-



first place to the external slate of the Reformed

Secretaries.

THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE GENERAL CHRISTIAN SYNOD OF THE RE­

FORMED CHURCH IN THE KINGDOM OF THE

NETHERLANDS.
It. is well known that the Reformed Dutch 

Church is the oldest body of the presbyterial or­
der in America.—Its constitution is the same 
with that of Holland, and the church of the Ne­
therlands. The first church was founded in 
New York about 1039. The doctrines of this 
church were the prevailing and established reli-

l;c unacceptable to the readers of the Chris- Communion, and the Commission have the hon­
or to remark in relation to the number of mem­
bers belonging to the same, that the account 
of the number of the Reformed amounting to J. 
367,793 souls as it appeared in the review of the 
review of the foregoing year, was made up from 
official information given them; yet according 
to the numerical accounts that had been made in 
several provinces in former and subsequent years, 
'he present amount must, notwithstanding the. 
correctness of the earlier amount, not be regard­
ed to be as perfect, as we might reasonably ex­
pect.

“The Commission had hoped, since in Decem­
ber 1829 there has been taken a general census 
■fthe several members in Commnion throughout 
he kingdom, that they should have it in their 

power to present a just and perfect account; but 
'he want of returns to the Ministerial Department 
for domestic afiairs, is the reason, why the Com­
mission have boon hitherto, disappointed, and 
they must now be contented to make the general 
remark, that the Reformed population in the 
Netherlands is probably greater than in former 
years, according to the earlier accounts. Th'- 
results of the numbering of three provinces, 
which has come to the knowledge of the Com­
mission, arc certainly greater, than has boon giv­
en in former years.

“According to this present return, and also 
the return of the year 1829 the population of 
the Reformed was as follows:

<c<>rr!:t g to returns of 1823
In Gclderland 173,924

South-Holland 318,958 
Groninger 132,161

“There is no doubt that a •

' l‘?\,(.T1 1K 'Gx REFORMBl > <HIURdrI.

and thus incite the churches onward. The 
command of Christ, a perishing world, the pros- I 
purity of the church, and the glory of her King, ; 
call for a rapid increase of the number o'"our 1 
missionaries to the heathen.—Minister ofChris’, [ 
successor to the apostles, wiil you go on this cm- 1 
bassy of love?—To the churches, also, the appeal I 
comes with the solemnity and power of a call from i 
the providence of God. In every direction we ! 
behold the cloudy pillar, the symbol of Jehovah’s : 
presence, lifted up as a signal for marchin". I - • . .
The time, yea, the set time? has come. An.l , P01?0”.? 'vcrc “Planted.
having the sure word of promise, and knowing L. '* * °‘ ™ Synod, the Kcv. Dr. 77. Z/.
that the Lord om-God Jcs before us. lot ns Cm'“"s’ bccret:u7. ol ,hc I’™™'/*!
up at once and take

the British jn 1664.
The Reformed Dutch Church in America 

has with a very few exceptions adopted the articles 
of iaith and the rules ofgovernment of the Refor­
med Church of the Netherlands. These exceptions 
relate to the power of the Magistracy, to purge 
the church of heresy and to extirpate Idolatry, 
the sentence of condemnation against the Ana-, 
baptists, and such regulations in Holland as wore 
impracticable in this land of freedom.

A regular correspondence was kept up be­
tween the Reformed Dutch Church in this coun­
try, and mother church in Holland until about 
the time when the Stadt-ho'dor became 
king of the Netherlands. Under this new 
arrangement, the Church in Holland has be­
come more Secular, than it was before. It has 
been since that lime in “bondage to the beggarly 
elements of this world.”

From a perusal of the minutes of the Genera! 
Christian Synod of the Reformed Church in the 
Netherlands in 1830, it appears that there can 
be no meeting of the General Synod except by a 
special commission of the King of (ho Nether­
lands, and the Synod is under the control of the 
king’s special commissioner. The Synod w-now 
composed in the Netherlands of a few ministerial 
delegates. In 1830 there was only one elder, 
and he was from the churches of North-Holland, 
and the reason of this I am not able to explain.

Through the politeness of the Rev. Dr. Kuy- 
• pers, the worthy Senior Minister of the Reform­

ed Collegiate Dutch Church in this city, I have 
received a copy of the minutes of the General Sy­
nod of the Netherlands in 1839.

4s this is the first authentic account wc have

Ac. to returns of 1830.
187,058 

: 330,136
131.375

similar result wilt 
be presented by the last census in each of the o- 
ther provinces. Wherefore the Commission arc 
encouraged to hope, that whenever they shall be 
in possession of the documents to make up the 
last enumeration, it will appear that the Reform­
ed Communion is now stronger by several thou­
sand souls, than in former years.

From May 1829 to May 1830, there have been 
received upon examination 104 Candidates for 
the sacred ministry, who together with 85 recei­
ved in former years still unsettled, are more than 
sufficient to fill up the vacancies, which on the 
first of May last amounted to 53.

“For several years the evil has been felt 
which is caused by a too small number of Can­
didates, whereby small, despised, and undesira­
ble congregations have been compelled io remain 
vacant, lo the great injury of religion itself, and 
even their supplies could be no otherwise than 
very imperlect, as they frequently were compel­
led to call the first candidate that may oiler, how­
ever little lie might be qualified for his work : 
but according to the resolutions proposed by the 
Synod, and cheerfully ratified by his Majesty, wc 
foresee, that the time is at hand, when all the 
congregations will have it in their power to be 
supplied, and to call the most esteemed from the 
several candidates, who may be considered as 
the most eligible.

[There were agreeably to the report of 1830. 
635 students of Theology and more by 15. than 

/IIU3 U11U III Uiu SUIMO Wl • _ t>. -
“Accordingly they call youiyatttcntion in the “ie ‘or,ner year.]

i church-government of Gclderland, and .Minis­
ter at Arnhem.

As Vice-President, Dr. J. Van Slog! cron, 
President of the Provincial church-government 
of North Holland, and Minister at Horn, and as 
Sccundus (Substitute) to the same the Rev. 14. 
Van Vollcom member of the Provincial church- 

j government of North Brabandt, and minister 
of Breda.

OPENING OF THE SYNOD-

The Members having taken their seats, ap­
peared in thcassembly His Excellency the Baron 
i an Pollandl Van Keppel, .Minister of State, 

charged with the general direction of the concerns 
of the Reformed Church &c. under (he seal ol 
the right honorable Lord Secretary, and Coun­
sellor.

The President opened the meeting with prayer; 
whereupon his Excellency the Minister of State, 

.... r._........ .........  . ...................... after an appropriate introductory address, dccla-
gion of the Colony until/it was surrendered to i rod t,)is Inicenth session of the General Synod of 
•■"••••• - the Netherland Reform, to be opened.

The President replied in a becoming manner, 
to the address of his Excellency, and in affection­
ate and encouraging forms directed the members 
of the Synod to the businesses for which they had 
been convened.

THE REGULATION OF THE BUSINESSES.

By virtue of the 23rd Article of the Ordinance 
for the regulation of the Synod, the President re­
quested the members to submit, at the commence­
ment, their propositions in writing, to the Secre­
tary.

The Synod resolved, in the transaction of bu­
siness to follow the order proposed by the Sec­
retary by way of Agenda.

A REVIEW OF THE STATE OF THE REFORMED 

CHURCHES.

The President read the communication con­
taining the Review of the external and internal 
slate of the Reformed Churches.

A Review of the state of the Reformed 
Church in the Netherlands, drawn up by the 
“ General Synodical Commission” and by them 
presented to ihe General Synod iFuly 1630.

’■’■Highly Honored and Revered Sirs.
In the Review, which the General Synodical 

Commission had the honor last year to present 
to the Synod, they exhibited the articles (on par­
ticular points) which, according to their opinion, 
such a review ought to contain. Now for the 
second time, in the discharge of this portion ol 
their business, they propose to present the same 
points and in the same order.

received from the Mother Church, and as it will 
not I , ’ Z? L..’..
tian Intelligencer, I have commenced to translate 
and publish some extracts from said minutes.

President, Vice-President, or Substitute.
.According to the communication of his Exccl-

• lency the Minister of Statu charged with th<
! general direction of the concerns ol the Reformed
• Church 6.-.C. it. appeared that by the decree of his 
I excellent majesty of the 27th May the following 
1 persons wore appointed.
| As President of the Synod, the Rev. Dr. H. II.

that tlie Lord our God goes before us, let us go 
up at once and take possession of the land.

In behalf of the Prudential Committee.
B. B. Winser,
R. Anderson,
David G'reene, 

Missionary Rooms, Boston, February 1833.
S. Rcl. Telegraph.
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Hon. Thomas Ewing, Ohio, 
l ion. Felix Grundy, Tenn, 
lion. John Tipton, Ind. and

AM EE IC AX CO.XGK ESS ION*-*. L TEM PER.tNCE

SOCIETY-

On the 26th inst. the cLiy appointed by the A- 
lucrictin Temperance Society lor simultaneous 
meetings in all the cities, towns and villages of 
the United States, a meeting of members ol'Con- 
gross was holdcn in the Senate Chamber, at the 
Capitol in Washinglou, for the purpose ol form­
ing a C'ongrrrmrmil Temperance Society..

lion. James Wayne, Georgia, J
lion. Walter Lowric—Secretary.
l ion. Elisha Whittlesey, Ohio—Treasurer.
Hon. Win. AV. Elsworth, Conn.—.Auditor.

Hon. Theo. Freiingnuysen, N. J.
Hon. Arnold Naudain, Delaware, |
Hon. John Blair, Tennessee, }■ A’.r. Com. 
Hon. Geo. N. Briggs, Mass, and | 
Hon. Eluthcros Cooke, Ohio, J

All members of Congress, anti all who have 
been members of Congress, officers of the Uni­
ted States Government, Heads of Departments 
and officers of the Army and Navy, who prac­
tically adopt the principles of the Society, may 
become members.

The Constitution of the Society, and «Do -the 
speeches delivered at a Temperance meeting in 
the Hall of the House of Representatives, have 
been printed, and will, it is hoped, be circulated 
throughout the country.

From the Cincinnati Journal.
‘The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.”—Solo.

Miss A.,.of—■----- , New England, was raised
in the family of a physician, who professed and 
inculcated the doctrine of Universal Salvation.— 
Early in life, Miss A., was afflicted with a pul- 
monary. disease, by which she was confined al­
most entirely to her chamber. She seldom saw 
a Christian .friend, and knew but little about the 
plan of salvation by faithand repentance.

Her disease began to assume a more threaten­
ing aspect, till those who saw her, knew that she 
must soon die. Knowing that she was ignorant 
of her perilous condition, they requested her phy­
sician .to call in a minister of the gospel, to in­
struct her and pray for her. But he informed 
them that “the sick chamber was no place for 
preaching,” and charged them to cheer the sick 
girl with hopes of a speedy recovery, and himself 
constantly assured her, that there was nothing

Church of Scotland.—The established 
Church ofScolland, according to the last British 
Magazine, comprises 16 synods, *7 9 presbyteries, 
and about 1000 parishes. There arc 65 Chap­
els of Ease, the ministers of which arc elected 
by their several congregations. Upwards of 40 
chapels have, been built by Parliamentary grants 
in the Gaelic districts, the ministers of which 
are appointed by the crown. Thirty missiona­
ries are employed in the most necessitous dis­
tricts by the committee of the Gcncr;al Assembly 
for managing the royal bounty, and 14 . by the 
society for propagating Christian knowledge. 
There are in.communion with the church, five 
Presbyteries in England, besides several congre­
gations not as yet connected with any Presbyte­
ry, — namely, .London, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Northumberland, North-west of England, and 
Woolen; the Synod of Canada, containing four 
presbyteries, and the Dutch Presbyterian. Estab­
lishments the ministers of which arc appointed 
by the King of the Netherlands.—Presbyterian.

From the South American Almanac and Di­
rectory for 1833.

InCaft’raria there are 12 Missionary Stations,

I Colleges.—The American Almanac for 18- 
; 33 gives a list of 60 colleges in the United States, 
containing 5,207 undergraduates. Of these, 
live colleges with 692 students (a large part of 
them in the. preparatory departments.) are Ro­
man Catholic. Twenty one Protestant Theolo­
gical Seminaries, according to the same authori­
ty, contained in 1831, 726 • students; and eigh­
teen medical schools, 1931 students. Eight law 
schools are also mentioned, four of which have 
131 students.

In the annals of education the number of stu­
dents connected with colleges and professional 
seminaries in the United States was estimated 
lately as follows:—Academical 3,475, Theologi­
cal 663, Legal 88, Medical, not far from 2,000; 
in all 6,185, or one to every 2,078 inhabitants; 
viz: in the New England States 1748 students, 
being one to 1,1 IS inhabitants; Middle States 
1995—1 to 184 1 ; Southern States 1.175—1 to 
2, 012 ,- Western- Slates 957—1 to 3, 516.

How large a part of these arc to be regadedas 
pious, we have not the means of ascertaining.

There are in the United States only about 9,- 
000 ministers of the gospel, of every denomina­
tion. The population is more than 13,000,000. 
Suppose the labours of each minister to extend to 
800 individuals, there would bo left nearly 6,000,- 
000 of our citizens without the ministry of the 
gospel.—Boston Recorder.

The state of the churches in the east and west 
Indies.

“The State of the trans-manne congregations 
is principally flic same as was given up in the 
preceding year. At Batavia there is only one 
Alinistcrby the name of Lcnting, who alone has 
b> perform the impracticable labor of serving both 
the Low-dutch and the .Malay congregations, 
on the account of which the Consistory have re­
solved to transfer a portion of the labour in 
the Malay congregation to the Missionary Med­
hurst. The congregation of Batavia have the 
prospect of retaining the Rev. Mr. Lcnting, who 
upon the information ol’ the appoinment of Gen­
eral Van den Bosch, as Governor, has given up 
the idea he had entertained of returning to his 
Fatherland.

“Since 18th Oct. 1829, the Assistant Minister 
Bosch has arrived at Batavia, who isthere princi­
pally engaged as Catechist, and visiter of the sick, 
hut is resolved of removing to some destitute con­
gregation to remain as an assistant preacher.

“The congregation of Ambon have, lost their 
Dutch Minister, the Rev. Mr. Anwerda ;■ a ca­
lamity rendered still greater by the youthful 
vears of the Missionary Kam, which prevent 
him from doing according to his desires.

“A now church has been dedicated at Grissec, 
in which approved sermons are read by a com­
petent Schoolmaster, and an elder. Also in 
iher destitute congregations arc held similar 
ligious meetings.

“Futhormore, in November last, two Ministers 
were sent to serve the East India Churches, and 
they have removed thither, viz:—the Rev. 
.Messrs. Lammers van Toorenburg and Slinger­
land Conradi. It is to be wished, that the exam­
ple of these mon will be imitated, and the surplus 
number of future candidates will introduce to the 
settlement of ministers in a place there is such a 
pressing necessity, but which, thus far, has nev­
er been supplied.

“As with respect to the state ofthc East India 
churches, so also with respect to the West India 
churches, (principally as it relates to Surinam,) 
'.VC are not iii possession of the necesary informa­
tion, to give a just representation ol their situa­
tion. Only as it relates to Curacoa, we can im­
part the pleasing accounts that have been recei­
ved, particularly concerning the state of the Pro­
testant Church in that place, and the good reli­
gious spirit that prevails there. His Majesty 
has granted to the ministers of Curacoa the same 
advantages, which he had given to those of Sur­
inam.

IT. IL DD.XKER CURTIUS, President,
J. J. Dermont, Secretary, ofthc General 

Commission.
Christian Intelligencer.

abstinence from the use of ardent spirits, and 
from tralic in it, and was signed by members of 
both Houses of Congress. The following per­
sons were appointed officers, viz—

Hon. Lewis Cass, Scc'ry. of War—.
Hon. Samuel Bull, N. H.
Hon. Gideon Tomlinson, Ct.
Hon. James Reed, Mass.
Hon. Daniel AVardwell, N. Y.
Hon. Lewis Condict, N. J.
Hon. William Wilkins, Penn. {

1 he Hon. Vv illiam Wilkins, United States Sen-1 vjz .— ; belonging to the Glasgow, 1 to London, 
ator from I emisylvai.ia, was called to llic Chair, t tl, i|;e Moravian, and 6 Io the Wesleyan Mis- 
and the Hon. alter Lowric, Secretary of the sionary Society. The Stations ofthc 'latter ex- 
Senatc ol the United States, was appointed Sec- 1(?n,| th0 whole length ofthc Caller country, that 
rotary ol the meeting. The Throne of Grace nearest being within a few miles of the Colonial 
was addressedby the Rev. John Proudfit of Pa. boundary, and the farthest in the country ofthc 
A Constitution was then adopted on the plan of Anapondns, among a people etaimimr a’descent 
abstinence from the use of ardent smrits. and froni |.:uro;,;,.,ns Xcre-elred on their shores.

Schools are attached to all these stations, which 
arc seduously attended to by the several Missi­
onaries, who have also made considerable pro­
gress in translating the .Scriptures into the lan­
guage of the country. These and other circum­
stances, indicate the cv.c of a great moral change 

j in the condition of the Caller people, and that a 
period is not very far distant when they may be 
ranked among the civilized nations.
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unearthly groan or

Mr. Wagn.er having resigned, the Rev. John 
Cares of York, has been appointed Treasurer of 
the Education Fund. All contributions for ben­
eficiary education, must be transmitted to him.

on thy

MmxiFiGBavcE.—We understand lh?t the late - 
Hon. Joshua Fisher, who died at Beverly last 
week, has bequeathed §20,000 io Harvard Uni­
versity, as a foundation for a Professorship of 
Natural History—also, about §7,000 to Rev. 
.Mr. Thayer’s Congregational Society—and has 
made other liberal donations.—Salem Gaz.

. Scriptural Atlas.—Among the recent pub­
lications of Germany, not the least, important is 
an atlas which has appeared at Weimar, contain­
ing twelve maps illustrative of the historical 
parts of scripture, drawn by Captain Weiland, 
with explanatory letter-press, by Archdeacon 
Ackerman of Jena. It also contains a geograph­
ical index or Scriptural Gazeteer. A work ol‘- 
this kind on so large a scale, cannot fail to prove 
a welcome present to the student of the bible, es­
pecially while he is compelled to wait for the 
Bible Atlas long since promised to the public by 
G esenius.—Presbyteri a n.

From South Africa.—News lias been recei­
ved from Cape Town up to Jan. 9th, by the N. 
York Journal of Commerce.

The harvest was coming in plentifully, and the 
health of the colony was good. The frontier of 
the settlement is considerably annoyed by native 
robbers.

The value of Missionary labor in removing 
this evil, is felt and acknowledged. The follow­
ing paragraphs contain interesting information 
in relation to that and other points. They7 arc 
from the South African Commercial Advertiser.

The only security, as we have a thousand 
times observed,—the only security which a cou- 
try possessing so extensive and so wild a frontier 
as ours can have, is to live on good terms with 
such of our neighbors as the Missionaries have 
prevailed upon to settle in one place, to build hou­
ses, cultivate lands, and accumulate properly, 
which cannot be removed hastily, or at all, and 
to hold out other encouragements to Tribes, who 
arc still wanderers, to follow their example.

Not many years ago, the Griquas were a wan­
dering tribe of naked savages—miserable, and 
dangerous to the Frontier Colonists. The ven­
erable and most amiable missionary Anderson, 
and his colleague, wandered with them for, five 
years, associates of their sufferings, privations 
and dangers, before they could be induced to set­
tle where GriquaTown now’ stands. Now they 
have houses, and gardens, and wagons, furniture, 
clothes, Institutions, Schools, Rooks, tuid milita­
ry virtue, equal at least to those of any Frontier 
District in the Colony. Those men are now a- 
blc to protect themselves against thieves and 
robbers, and should they go to war with the Co­
lony, they well know that, should they escape 
by flight, their town and all their property must 
perish. This is the hold which the civilization 
on the Native Tribes gives us upon their good 
behaviour. But why do wc talk of good beha­
viour '! TheGriquas actually protect the Fron­
tier, and have more than once saved the Colony 
from invasion.—Salem Register.

and the eldest child, as she peeped out from her 
hiding place, began to think that they had noi 
killed their father. She reflected, too, that thev 
must inevitably starve if left on this lone island’; 
while on the other hand there was a possibility 

ns. Theories 
too, of her brother and sister, who had been beg­
ging piteously for food, had pierced her heart., 
and awakened all her energy. She told the little 
ones, over whose feeble minds her fine spirit had 
acquired an absolute sway, to get up, and go with 
her. Then taking a hand of each, she fearless­
ly led them to the Indian camp fire. Fortunate­
ly, the savages understood our language; and 
when the little girl explained to them what had 
occurred, they received the deserted children 
kindly, and conducted them to the nearest ol our 
towns, where they were kept by some benevolent 
people until their own relations claimed them.

■ Receipts for the Messenger.
By Rev. H. Sonnedecker—from D. Heck, for, 

1832, >31,00. From Mr. Latimer 1,00. By 
Rev. John Rebough—From W. Hoffman, for 
1831—2, 2,00. Henry Newman for 1832, and 
John B. Welty for 1833, each 1,00. Philip 
Grove, for 1831—2, 2,00. Miss M. Hagel, Jos. 
Stonebreakei, John. Shafer, Jun. Jesse Banks, 
for 1832, each 1,00. Rev. H. Bibighouse and 
A. Kerschncr, for 1832, each 1,00. Peter 
Schultz, for 1833, ] ,00. By Rev. J. C. Buch­
er—from John Smith, Henry Fecte, John Fisher, 
for 1832, each 1 ,Q0. John Stehly, for 1832-33, 
2,00. Jacob Thomas, Jno. Rcmsbcrg, II. Feeh\ 
J. E. Williard, N. W. Welsh and IL. 
Haupt, for 1833, each 1,00. By Rev. ,S. GUto­
lins—?From Jacob Keller, Esq. Geo. Will, Esq. 
II. Schretvcr, D. Schreiver, J. Grove, H. Wirt, 
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Heagy, for 1833, each 1,00. By Rev. Jonathan 
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Isenbergcr, Samuel Harnish, Sen. Samuel Har­
nish, Jun. for 1833, each 1,00. By Rev. A.. 
Uclfcnstcin Sen.—From Geo, Decker, 1,00..

alarming in her case. Thus her strength was 
wasting and her life departing, while site knew 
it not.

When all hopes of her recovery was given up 
and her physician feared that every hour would 
be her last; the minister of the place was per­
mitted to enter her apartment. He found her en­
tirely unconscious of her danger, for still she ho­
ped to see much good, and many days in the 
land of the living.

While engaged in prayer the minister used the 
following sentence. “Lord have mercy on thy 
young handmaiden, who is apparently near her 
end !” This was the first intimation which she 
had received, that death was near; and such was 
the effect produced by it, that she shrieked aloud 
most fearfully, groaned an unearthly groan or 
two, and thus expired.

I leave the reader to estimate the guilt, and 
imagine the feelings of a physician, who could 
thus lead an unsuspecting patient amid all the 
dangers that cluster around the dying sinner’s 
path. But let this narrative be a timely warning 
io any others who may be disposed to exclude all 
thoughts oi God and eternity, from the minds of 
those who must soon die. D.

The Tracts which 1 brought which rnc from 
America, writes Rev. Eugenio Kincaid, under 
date of Maulmem, Nov. 8, have long since been 
distributed, and the good which they have done 
will only be fully disclosed in the eternal world. 
One man, now a worthy member of the church, of being kindly treated by the Indian 
dated his first serious impression from reading t— -<• u—. i-—*i------- ’ *-
the Swearer's Prayer. The great Question 
answered has been most signally blessed. The 
Tracts on Intemperance have been like the stone 
which went from the sling of David. Many a 
giant that defied the armies of the living God 
has fallen; not to perish, but to be raised to life 
everlasting.—Am. Tract Mag.
--- --------------------------------------------— i iii.Mir‘ kx.m.h.1 i jirjamara.rw.TtMi

.TfjsceftoJteows.
From the Cubket.

THE DESERTED CHILDREN.

A Real Incident.
In the autumn of 1823, a man was descending 

the Ohio River, with three small children in a 
canoe. He had lost his wife, and in the emigra­
ting spirit of our people, was transporting his all 
to a new country, where he might again begin 
the world. Arriving towards evening in a small 
island, ho landed them for the purpose of en­
camping there for the night.—After remaining 
a short time, lie determined to visit the opposite 
shore, for the purpose, probably, of purchasing 
provisions; and telling his children that he 
would soon return to them, he paddled olf, leaving 
them alone on the Island.—Unfortunately, he 
rnct on the shore with some loosecompany, who 
had invited him to drink. He became intoxica­
ted, and in attempting to return to the island in 
the night was drowned. The canoe floated a- 
way, and no one knew of the catastrophe until 
the following day.

The poor deserted children in the mean while, 
wandered about the uninhabited island, straining 
their little eyes to get a glimpse of their father. 
Night came, and they had no fire nor food, no 
bed to rest upon, no parent to watch over them. 
The weather was extremely cold, and the eldest 
child, though but eight years of age, remember­
ed to have heard that persons who slept in the 
cold, were sometimes chilled to death. She con­
tinued therefore to wan.der about; and when the 
younger children were worn out with fatigue and 
drowsiness, and ready to drop into slumber, she 
kept them awake with amusing or alarming sto­
ries. At last nature could hold out no longer, 
and the little ones, chilled and aching with cold, 
threw themselves on the ground.. Then the sis­
ter sat down, and spreading out her garments as 
wide as possible, drew them to her lap, and endea­
vored to impart the warmth of her own-bosom as 
they slept vwcet.lv on her arms.

Morning came’ and the desolate children sat 
on the shore weeping bitterly* At length they 
were filled with joy by the sight of a canoe ap­
proaching the island. But they soon discovered 
that it was filled with Indians ; their delight was 
changed into terror, and they fled into the woods. 
Believing that the savages had murdered their 
father, 'and were now come to seek for them, 
they crouched under the bushes, hiding in breath­
less fear like a broodof young partridges.

The Indians having kindled a lire sat down 
around it, and began to cook their morning meal,

vwcet.lv

