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\iHO ARE \.'E? 

I ara ·greatly troubled by three articles appearing in the recent. 1 Seminarian. The 
articles on the Se~inarian ·itself, on the sec. and on the neea for practical training 
all appear to be attempts to bandage symptoms of a cnawing disease·· our real :failure 
at knowirig lTho we are and where we a.re going. ':le, the Serdnary, do not J.r..now who we 
are? · \·re do not know· what our aim and goal is as a body. The articles point toward 
an understanding of our aim and purpose, bU;t I am wonderin~ if what they are saying' 
is really pointing far· enough toward our true goal and aim. The articles on the 
Seminarian and' the sec are based on the assumption that our goal is to be a community. 
But the word 11 eonu,1unity" does not really convey ruuch e.:iotion, feeling, or faith,, at 
least :for me. And if· you think about it, everything is a cor:ll11un~ ty . in some sense. 
What makes communities unique are their aims anci goals. what are ours? The article 
on practical training assumes our aim is: "to be preparing ministers for the parish 
ministry." nut this also strikes me as beincincomplete for two reasons. First, many 
peop-le connected to Se!!Iinary are not preparing for a "parish" or even preparing to 
become ordained. Secondly, it suggests that what we are doinh here, is not va.lua.ble 
in and of itself. l:bat I find in these two attempts to define our aim is a. desperate 
endeavor to proclaim what I think our real aim is and should be---to be a "church."For 
me the word/ "church"- more clearly eX})resses our aim. But yet we seldom, if ever, 
really e.sk ourselves if we truly are a church. In fact, I sense we act and think as 
if we are not! \'le continually try to label ourselves in some other way rather than 
facing our calling to be a chruch. 

The epitome of this is the PTP progr814. \':hat minister on Sunday oorning seys to his 
congregation: "If you want to really worship., go to the church down the block!" 
(Perhaps a honest minister who recognizes his .own unfaithfuln.ess to his calling, ~rould 
do so). Are we denying Christ's call to be, his body'? The church is not out there, 
it. is right here. Protestants enjoy thinkinc of the co!ll!nunity of ministers and are 
fond of saying' every member is a minister. If we truly believe that, then Seminary 
more than anywhere else shguld be a church since a najority of everyone here is a min ... 
ister or is trying to be a minister. · 

If then we are. a church, we must ask: What is otl.r model, our ine.ge of "church"? We 
must continually' ask such a question since the model we expereence here is a model we 
will carry with us through our lives. We need to seriously, honestly, and openly ask 
ourselves if the model of the church we are living here at Seminary is true to God.' s 
call to be his body. The fact that we as a body are experiencing some sy:nptons of 
d;i.s-ease should suggest we need some evaluating of who we are by a Physician. Ue must 
stop our dis··ease by findd.ng out what is the real direction in which we ought to be · 
going; what our true aim is. ' 

I hope my sharing of this concern does not receive the typical sermon responses. If 
it does, perhaps we are too much like a church! 

J".JFF . DILLbR 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++~+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
FROM TIIB COLLEGE POETRY PHbSB: Any student is eligible to. submit his ver.se. ':!llere is 
no limitation as to form or theme. Shorter works are preferred. Each poem must be 
Typed or Printed on a s·eParate sheet and must bear. the name a.nd home address and caller 
address. The closing date for submission of manuscripts by students is APRIL l. They 
should be sent to the OFFICL OF T1i¥ Pnr:ss, llATIOliAL POETRY PRESS ) 130X ;218, AGOURA, 
.CALIFO~lA iSJOl 
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PAGI 2 
Th,e followin.i: articles concern replles to last week's edition. 

Dear Allen and Ji:'l'l, . . / 
You. need an :fan .. l'!lediate response to your pertinent questions in mm s~:nn!ARIAI~. I 

will also like to know: 
Hh.v we :a.re so sticky and lackinr: the response to our own need · even if ,.re don't 

have solutions? 
1
.11hy we do not· share responsibilities of our joys, frustrations a.~d sorrows· even our 

enriclwients? 
~;hat other ideas have we shared from outside our com.'"tunity? 

· l11at do ~re brin.:-: in and leave behind in the fe:-r.inary while comr.mting? 
liow ao we care for people who think and act differently? I~ T!"T'RE .l\.~':YT:r:LTrr T"Rmm 

PITY US? 
I 

Apa.rt fr'om your noted lack of training and practical ex!)erience in our. courses here, 
I desire to see courses on srieech, experimental services and retreats for i:-:roups, 
joint courses for pastor and spouse on issues they May face in the field. A :narish · 
oner will try and turn the pastor's spouse into a e._onfidant knowin,~full ~rell that the 
trained snouse is available. ::ow will the spouse handle local o;ossip, alcoholic 
spouse, wa:rwP.rd kids and. personal :probler.1s throw~~c a person to· ·:nerson talk. How do 
we deal with group issues of lead.ership, decision me.kine. interaction .. personality· 
clashes. 

Ue have the Asrr strugp;linr, to attract attentfon ·with a variet'.I" of rro("rammes where 
as I and ~any ~ore of you only stand at the distance and find fault not within ·earshot 

How can we draw from the years of beinr~ in the field frori the pastors and their 
spouses. He need to have, this ge together on informal basis. Surely wives of faculty 
can enrich wonen here in the ca.r,rnus fron1 their enco'l,lnters in life. t,et 1 s rehuma.nize 
faculty in our relationshins. 

Do.we know and share what other seminaries are doing? If we do not respond to 
these urgent pleas for survival, ~-'e may be hes.dine for a lastinr; shock in the outside 
world! 

Let's be involved ~IGHT EERZ! Lent ~ives us the c~ance for self ·examination and 
RESSURF.CTIO:N. 

Let us st art now! \Te need each other . 
· .. ~. June Ghabaku 

{1. ·}J ~fo*·:!·~ -/~~~·-»~~¥.·~ .. ·:~~1**~=·f~ ~~*¥.-~ ~-:~·~~~~it.-N· 

PA..'1ISH 'iIJ'IST:RY ET f.:r:F'Ll;CTimr 

I was very much interested in Allen Hec}!-. .m~n' s concern for so~e teachinp; in the prac 
tical aspects of parish Plinistr:v. I would like to enter into a lird.tec. dialo~ invol· I •• • \ -

v.ins two asslli""l."!tions that I find in ~is artkle in 'the last isE:ue of t1,e fl~:!!lar_~·!.1-· 

First of all there is assumption that everything that the minister does has to be part 
of a course in the Ser:iinary curriculum. i:::'he irrplication is .th~.t the curriculu.T!l. is 
de:t'icient because two students proposed a seri~s of hrief wqrJ:shons dea.lin~ with a 
number of the :oast6r:s cerenonial responsibilities. I think that this proposal hy 
Doug and Charlie was an excellent one. The course ".lodel is not the only :o:ntion for 
learninr; in the ser:.inarv experience. ·The ver:r short term nature of these workshops 
is a very appropriate way in 'which to deal quite adequr:ttel~r 1rith t~ese concerns. 

One reason that teaching soine of these practical details is very difficult is because 
the issues do not lend the."llselves to class instruction. For ex~1ple, /\.l

1

len suggests 
that all craduates need know what forms :must be filled out for o. ::1arria{"e and where 
to send them. It must be recognized that the form of the marriage license and the 
papers to be filled out vary from county to county even within a single state. If we 
could a.sswie.that all graduates of the Seminary will go to a sin~le county, it would 
be possible to instruct them quite definitely as to what for~s '1ust be filled out. 
Since our graduates serve parishes in rnan.y locations, what would be an accurate teach· 
inr:, fo:t- Lancaster county wo1ud be totally :'1isleadinc; for the ·comr1unity in which their 
parish is. located~ A three r.iinute phone call to the court house will certainly give 
accurate information rec;arding the materials that must be filed in the county in 
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PAGE TIIREE 
(Parish., .con 't. ) 

which the 1pastor is servint_:. 

The second asswnption in the article is that present 8eminar~r courses relate only to 
theory and not to practice. I would 'l-Je the first to agree that theorr b~r itself is 
abstract and i:is.ks ~rrelevancy. I v~u'1a further argue that practice !Jz: ~ts~}.f is ' 
idiosyncratiC and anecdotal. Unless theory and practic~_ are linked, the pastor has 
no sensy of wh~r thinc;s need to be done and has no basis for flexibility or improvisa-~ 
tion. · 

I can speak c.irectly fron !;ly own seminary, experience b;v uay of illustration. ~lhen the 
funeral was dealt with in :ny seminary training, the professor led us through 1the 
ceremony and told us where to stand and what to do at the funeral. Sone months later 
I found that when I r:~ot to . the parish they had a different idea of where to stand and 

· what to do. Alb th~t I had was the ex~ple -of rny professor, who unfortunately knew -,_ 
nothin~ of the first parish in which I would serve and their customs and practices. 
If I had had a sound theoretic11.l base) I could have responded much r.10re intelli,sently ', 
in this situation. I was able to do no more than fumble throufh a sim:ole trial and 
error ·routine. 

Seminary education as I see it is to relate theory and practice in such/a way that 
the- person understands whi\i.t is to be accomplished' and 'is therefore free to, devise a 
number of ways of achieving ,that objective. Theor~r always relates to practice, but 
it may not be able to anticipate in i detail every form of that practice which will be 

', encountered throue;hout one 1 s ministry. The Seminary cannot possibly foresee every 
situation into which all of its craduates will enter. Bopeflllly the Seminary can 
provide a sufficient theoretical basis for each r:raduate to think through pastoral 
problems encountered and to devise the most appropriate ~eans for aealinG with those 

·· situations. / 
-·Paul Irion 

## µnµ•PMH~#il##EN~P~N~4B4ffllN1N•nfR#PP4#Y4••,µaµ~44nnn~nunNf!##•Rf,U6PUH~n~~P1il#naq###•HNt• - .Jff.111'1t1 ... u .. 1• .• ,1,.,,1r,: 11,1 . .1111. '!111., 111: .,, .. 7, .f.:; .. 11}111f11::!1,·1,1,1 utt1t;:r,r1,-, 11r .. J111,.tt,11.111r111r1 rt .trn .. , .1r •. 1,. 

I 

IHPACT !?El·TS INTRODUCING ....• 

nThe Geheral Assembly.is in full swinr; of introducinP, bills. As of this writing well 
over 600 bills have b~en introduced-. ~!any are r~plicas of bills· vihich died last 
November. Some are new. Some will pass and make an 1impact on the COirJlonwealth and 

' ' ' ( . 
US• II 

.__/ 

The recent issue of P.·1PACT is on the bulletin board in the Seminarian Office and 
lists the bills of immediate concern. Further information can be reauested from 
representatives, senators, or the Office of Social i·Unistry of the P~nnsylvania Counci: 
of Churches. 
*******~!**~·:•**·lt>H:·~i*>}~;*~•******'~******•:f**'•-r-··X-**n~rn·:•*~~·:'.-*"Hf*~;~~-*·:Hf-l:***?<:•iC·w·ll-*"B'. *""·~-~~**>:·iHHf***fl 

ASW CAL:l!~NDER FOR THE SPRHJG -

- .• I -~ 
1APRIL 1, • Dinn~r -Out at Landis Valley Inn 

2, East er Egg Hunt.. 2 · 00 in the Quad 
(Anyone willing to donate .prizes, 
call' Pat Light or Norma Hull ,or 
donate ef,gs too.) 

J 5 Chicken Dinner for All 
20 ASH 'Election of 10fficers Silent , 

Action 
May 14 Installation of Officers 

10 Picnic at Buchanon Park 

Pat Light 



PAGF. FOUR 
!"ROH THE EDITOR: 

I would first like to say that I am erRteful to those who have responded to the 
last edition. There are many concerns and issues which confront us individually 
which can be of corporate value if we take tine to share them with each other, as· 

·has ·just been illustrated. Yes we all have r1any private thoughts and emotions which 
we wish to remain private; but many times we can learn from each other. 

I 

Hy hope is that ve shall not tie up all our energies debating minor points of dif··· 
ferences, but that we realize our. co~.mon concerns which has been expressed by each 
contributor to this paper. I would like to say that I agree with ~·'.[yers, Heckman,. 
Irion, Diller, and Chabaku. Although we all have eXpressed,slightly different 
opinions. concerning a cornnon topic, the Seminary community and the experiences here·· 
of, we have expressed one ~trong and commor;_ thread. That thread could be called the 
thread of LIFE. Yes, we are concerned about our community although our frustrations 
have been manifested in many different areas as could be expected. I appeal to one 
of June's statement, :.is anythine; wrong with us?" He all differ in character, in 
personality, in ambition, in goals, and paths. Is it not natural for us to seek 
out and find the .. answers·we need to find out "who we are?" Should we not demand 
from each other what we need? And should we not be ready to respond when someone 
else says that he/she needs sonething also. The answers blow in the wind more gust-· 
ily than we realize. For example, Allen, did you realize your. questions were an­
swered by Irion in his reply. Now you know and so does everyone else. A small ppint 
but a large one for you. Some of my points are large ones for we also, although for 
you:· they mean trivia. A little time, a lot of learning. 

So bring on your minor points which may be major, bicl"..er, and fight, but also learn. 
Instead of tying our hands, we have seen how some knots can be loosed quite naturally 
without realizing it. This is my hope. I shall continue to fight and bicker and 
could cause a lot of trouble, I admit I look out for number one' too much to the 
point that I sometimes forget that you are alive too. Shake my trees anq. rattle the 
leaves. One form of noise is music. 

My other thought is how we build our castles. The castles are biant structures 
which contain character and ascetic appeal. ':i:'heir spires reach sky"·ward. Their 
moats run quickly. The door is open. But the foundations are loose. Eust we always, 
react out of defense and not initiative? Yes, I realize man:)r do, we all do. We want 
to reach our clouds, but sometimes the rungs a.re ioose. And when the rungs begin to 
crack~ we must grab on and fight for our life. I will. But in that fight I have 
still continue on my climb. 

Simply, we all have concerns and fears and needs which may be expressed in ma: y vary-· 
ing ways. As we all differ here and have different ideologies and definitions of 
community and ·church; we nonetheless are all of these things, and we should each 
,strive to build our castles within community and without corn<:1uriity. So I applaud 
'Heckman for saying what's this. I also applaud Myers for saying what's this. Could 
the answer to;what's this' possible be 'both of these.' /l'l' 
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