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Editorial by Helen McMullan 

This past weekend, I had the opportunity to go home for my a~ece's 
dedication. (As a note of explanation, the Unitarian Universalis't Church. 
dedicates infants in an action to welcome them to life .and the church 
community.) This dedica~.on was different from others as my sister stood 
at the front of the churc~ alone. My fathei~nd'two friends· took part in 
the ceremony, but Rebecca (my niece) had no father present. 

What was extra-special about this dediCation was (l) that it was 
my niece and (2) that it gave me a look at a church in cotmlunity. The 
dedication was part of the service and announced in the form of a cele­
bration .and initiation to the church. Midway through the service, a 
candle was lighted in anticipation and celebration. Then, afterthe 
sermon, the d~dication took place. No one left and everyone was inter­
ested, supportive and happy. There was joy during the dedication and 
regret th t the family could not join in the coffee hour after the 

. service. The church, as a community, welcomed and supported a single, 
unwed parent and a small child. 

A church is a community, a gathering of believing people. A church 
is a !_)lace of support for its members. I-was surprised and very happy to 
see and experience the support and lo··..'e of the community for my sister and 
Rebecca. How many chuTches would h:ve welcomed with such joy, a· parent 
and child. such as these two. I pray for Julia and Rebecca thai they find. 
continued community; I pray that we may build our churches and our com­
muni Les into such gatherings of love and support. 
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Seminary Community Council 

Llinutes 10/2.5/83 

Present: Bob P. , Cliff h. , Ange lee ;:>. , ""ike G. , Chuck L1. , Bill B, , 
lfo bin vJ, , Paul D. • Edee F. , Helen i.1, 

The meeting was called to orcer at 9:33 am with a prayer by Bob 
Patterson. 

The reports were given by Helen v1cnullan, .Secretary 
hlike Gingerich, Treasurer 
Bill Beck, Spiritual Life 
Helen liichlullan, Seminarian 
.Rod hundy, (in absentia) Social Life 
Ange lee Smith, A.ssociation of Seminary ufomen 
Paul Dionne, Junior Class 
Cliff hoone, Campus Life 

There ~as a discussion concerning the LTS jackets. They will be arri­
ving in 2-4 weeks, and be sold at a cost of 19.00 dolla1·s each. 

Budget allocations were requested. 

There was a report by Cliff Leone about the Executive Cabinet meeting. 
The report was followid by discussion of the possibility of beginning 
a Bangor Plan (acquiring a BA. along with 1 .•• Div.) here at LTS, the 
possibility of a call board for student outreach to prospective studer; 
food service coverage during the month of January. 

There was a report by· Bob Patterson about the Executive Council 
meeting. There ~was discussion of the reorganization proposal feed­
back given by the Council to Dr. Fauth, and of the seminary's rep­
resentative of students possibly changing. 

There was a report by kike Gingerich.that the apartment cleanup has 
been given the go-ahead, and there was discussion as to the.sale and/ 
or donation of the furniture. 

There ~as some discussion on the pet policy. 

The ~eeting adjourned at 10~2.5 am. 

Next SCC meeting is scheduled for November 22, Hafer Center, 9:30 am. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Helen 111c11ullan 
Secretary 

-A-~'~~'" a:!~~~ ii• 

LTS jackets have arrived and are now being sold in the 
bookstore. The cost for each is ~19.00. Proceeds support the SCC 
treasury and the programs which the sec sponsors. 

Liike Gingerich 
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'.iJhat a ~iforld 
by Hishan Bakalian 

It certainly is a different sorttof experience to be writing in 
safe, preclictable central Pennsylvania that in Syria or ..L;ebanon. Both 
sides have their attractionsp though. I would like to remind whoever 
feels the need to be remindedp that there is a world "out therei" 
a world vvhich is far different and far more rewarding and interesting 
than what one encounters in any news program or article-- even this 
one. 

Several interesting things have happened of late in the Middle 
East. Onep the bombing of Bast Beirut is continuing. Uany of you 
who have watched the news anxiously while we were in Beirut (we 
appreciate your concern)p are probably breathing a sigh of reliefp 
"Hellp at least hishan and haria are safe." But today the news re­
ported that civilian casual ties occurred there. ··;Jho of those we knov.r 
are possibly injured, possibly"··killed? i.:Je feel no sense of relief. 

Two, the nevrn media is strikingly simplistic in its reporting. 
This is nothing new; only a reneviTed awareness on our part. iJ,,. favorite 
Dan Rather phrase which makes me shudder is "Druze 1-.iOslem gunmen". 
What in blazes (pardon my French) is a "Druze Lioslem"? liebanon is a 
difficult enough situation to understand, and national nev-rs programs 
are, throur:sh their own confusion, confusing Americans even more by 
putting Druze and Loslem begind the same gunp through irresponsible 
reporting. The Druze are a sect, or a split-off, from Islam, and.· are 
not even recognized by Sunni or Shiah uoslems as being within Islam. 
Lumping them together creates strange bedfellows. 

Then there is someone like George Willp who is still acting under 
the mistaken notion that the Israeli invasion of Lebanon last summer 
was really "O;?eration Peace for Galilee," that the Israeli government 
was really try inc; to protect its citizens and liot in fact conquering 
lands. Israel has what she wants: the waters of the Litani and 
AiNali Rivers; the flooding of Lebffi1ese markets with Israeli goods, 
especially produce, What fools we all were p thinl{ing any country 
would 60 something for another's well-being. Israel has built an­
airstrin in southern Lebanon ( soui1ds like Grenada'?), controls all 
traffic· between "Southern Lebanon" and Lebanon, and I am sure that ~;-~ 
all that remains is for her to divert water from the Litani for 
Israel's use. You will not hear much about this in the news, I am sur 
You only hear of an ;;Israeli pullback;> (from Beirut), 'Nhich was reall,j 
an. Israeli advance (to the Awali). 

Three p the Turldsh section of Cyprus declared its independence 
today (Uov. 15) from Cyprus p where upon Turkey promptly recognized thce' 
territory's statehood. This should surprise no one. It has amounted 
to a mere annexation by Turkey p in yet another cas of "inevitable par·i. 
i tion;• (cf, :Gebanon). What remains to be seen is how the united State 
will a.ct toward her i>J/i,TO ally. Aside from a slap on the wrist, I 
doubt if much will be saidp so as not to endanger our covetec1-militar~ 
bases in Turkev. This would not be the first time the U.S. has let 
tactical considerations take precedence over justice. 

Yes, there .is a strange and wonderful world out there. I sugges 4 

three things to help us overcome the isolationist tendency so easily 
succumbed to in this p our island nation. One, do not talrn anything 
said on the news, or by our (or any) government, at face value. 
Zveryone is trying to sell his own poir:.t of view. So read as mariy 
different papersp check network as well as independent new reporting, 
Do comparison news gathering. (Do not believe that just because we Vlf(. 

fed two solid weeks of dead i .• arines on the TV news p that all of 
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Beirut is in mourning for us.) 
Two, look at other things besides CBS, ABC, KBC, Time and 

l<'evrnweek. ~{ead books. Listen to eyewitnesses. I highly recommend a 
tape in our library of Dr. J.~enneth :bailey, a lonctime resident of the 
Liddle .:I:ast, a :::ew 'l'estamei1t scholar and professor at the lfoa.r Zast · 
School of Theology in Beirut, concerning some of the history of the 
struggle in Lebano:'°li and some events of last summer's invasion which 
die~ not make the CDS :Even.inc; Fews. ( :rhesis Gasset te, PTC, BT28. T 5, 
v.13,7) 

lmc1 th:.~ee, there are fellowships ava.ilable from the United Church 
Boa.rd for 1Iorld 1J_:1istries, for Theological Study in a Third vJorld 
country. Tho s·e who have c;;;one abroad are well aware of the chan;-;e in 
perspective following such an experience. I urge all middlers to 
consider this proc;ram.- -it fulfills IL103, anC. then so De! StoiJ by Dr. 
?-]-10'er's -F'-"'1'"' ~1 ~ '" · ~ ·i · ~ -1· t' · '·1 -· 0 d1 _,_ lv-- the fello ·s'1h n __ Lb o .. .L_"e o._1.c. 1::1l"\lli1.C. i_1 a11 a.pp J_ca. 1011. li.11.k __ at.e_,, w "--_t 
are awarded :::-t.t the end of this year. T~1is is souethinc; concrete 
you can do--to make a commitment for vmrld understano.J_a[:;, to take a 
step for justice. 

·:~· ·: :- ~ ~- ·: ~· ·:;. ~ ~· 

SemL12rian Interview with Professor Antllony Lif:;olnik 
by Helen i1cLullan and Steve Atanasoff 

A few weeks ago, Steve anC I had the pleasure of talkinc to 
Anthany (Tony) U,s-olnik for a very enli·,hte:1ing talk. Tony is a pro-
f 0ssor o·"' ·-:i • ...,rr-li" s'1 ~t "e • .-.....,,~ 1 -1~-1 ~-,..,d ' rrs11rtll '"'olle"_.e a-"r1 i's ~1so '" - , _1_ .:..:11.Lo 1 c'... l· .L G..J..!..J.).. J_,i. cw.J. ~ 1 . .:.a .t. c v 5 .!.-4.\...~ cl. ~. 

stuc1e:1t here at :lJTS this senester. ·By heritage ihrnsian Orthodox, Tony 
wo1~shi~os c:;.t .Annunciatioi1. Orthoc1ox Church l1ere in Lancaster. Oi~r talk 
revolved around tl1e church in the Soviet Unio:i.1, an area of il1terest an 
knowledr::;e for '11ony. Uhc:i.t follows a:i."e the questions a.sked a:nd the ans­
wers given. 

Cur f~_rst question to Tony was that of tellL1c; us something about 
the chu.i-·ch in the Soviet Union. 'I'ony begm l1is answer by saying that 
one of the proble1:1S th2.t we 1 ·as Americans, never conceive of the 
Soviets as Christial1.S. 3e tend to see the Soviets as i"tussians and 
less than human. iJJe need to cl.o this because "it makes us feel better 
to have our missles pointed at pac;an, godless people," lfowever, he 
continued, the1~e is 2. church in the Soviet Union. It has a larce 
follOi>Ting amonc; the older people and the yoimger generation. dilliara 
Fletcher Gave a conservative estimate in Soviet Believers that 35 to 
L!·51~ of Soviets are Christians, with their largest growin.:; croup ar,1on5 
the young. So the Church in Hussia "si~rvives anc~. prevails." 

The next question was wl1ether 01~ not Comnunis!,1 was opposed to 
Christiru1ity. ,,~·es," repliec~ tony, "t:1e state anc~ the Church are in 
contradiction to each other." !:\. person cm1not be a party member and a. 
Church membe1~. The Stc:tte do·e s allow "freedom of religious practice" 
but then it further allm·m '· freeclom of a.nit-relie:;ious lJractice m1d 
propa::;:anc:.a. ,, The .Ghurch cannot p:coduce printed material for education 
or i~'lfo1~mation, and the State ca:n f'urnish all it ·wishes. Coumunism 
is therefore ::.=1 threat to the Church, yet there a "lots of loyal 
Russian citizel1s 1.rho are Christit=ms who see the United States as a 
threat." This is because of our disbelief th2.t the Soviets are human 
beine;s anc1/or Christians. An.other threat of the Uni tGc~ States is 
that by denyi:;:ic the Church in Russia, we arG assisting with the 
Comr,1tmist Party in denyinc the Church's existence. 

Communism is opposed. to the Church p is· there then religious·.· 
yersecutioi1. i:.1 the Soviet l.Jnion? Ac;ain, 11ony' s miswer was "yes" 9 
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Christi.ans are being persecuted. There are "ve:."'y good, brave 
Christian people v1l10 are in prison," The reason for the persecution 
E!nd imprisonment is thE~t tl1e duty m1cl obligation of a Christian, 
) .. ITY Christiani rs one. of critiquinc from wi tin. "Christianity" 1 

stated Tony, " lea·:ls to a commitment which ultimately leads to Prison." 
I-:Ie continues that this is our commitment also, "even if it lands "LIS 

in the san.e pl2ce." He quoted Vladr:1ir Pore sh, imprisoned in the 
Soviet Union, saying that tl1e Christian commitment is greater than our 
C0ftlft1i:tme~1t to the state i any .:::it?-te 2 ;; 

0 0 
, _ __ n 

Hovr do you react to the i~AJ., a1rl1n.er i:nl:ident"!' ".L :i:elt at the 
time p" reflected '.I'ony, "great pain and tremendous sadness and horror." 
I.:ater, he relE;cted the he. felt horror at our reaction and the attempt;: 
to keep the hysteria alive. This, he felt, ·is m1 outgrovi"tl1 of our 
denial <i the bee.rt, soul anc~ mind of the Ihi_ssian people. 'l1here was 
hurt felt by R.us:::-:ian Christia:ns upo:n hearing our l"'eaction to the in­
cident, a feeli~-1,~ we as Araericans c'.ic. not hear. 'l1ol1y continued his 
reflection9 sayins that as a fellow person "l fear them (the H.v.ssians) 
crisis by crisis p but I fear us rno:e than them becau.se they have exper­
ienced 1:1:.:u", devestation, ail.Cc loss of milli011s; they are educat.,;d and 
take v•rar seriously. de (AJt1ericru1s) are glib about it. l:v-e a:r·e tending 
more 8_nd more to the hysterical." This opinior.!. was un.dersco1"'eci during 
the ~J~,L i:ndident. 

~Je then asked whether he viewed America as soon coming into armed 
conflict with the ;-3oviet Union, :rte responded that he wavered; "i 
see m.~ch in both countries that causes r11e great concern. There are, 
to be ~ure, real reasons for one to be alarmed bv the ever increasing 
tensions between our tilo countries." eJar for To~1y /.1,_s become far 
less remote of a possibility than it once was. ;'lfoV:rever, n he con­
tinued, "thei~e is much tl1at gives r:1e :1ope. I see increasing numbers 
of people in J)oth co1.E1t::cie s speaking out ac;ainst 1sar mKl its horrc>'r.. 
I see raore people cornL1;; to realize that 'HG are c°.ealin~:; with human 
beings, not faceless robots.n Tony sees his faith stance as one of 
real hoi)e that war can be avoic~ed. "I guess 0;1 the whole," concluded 
Tony, "I tend to be a Christian optimist." 

~ :- ·::~ ·::·· .:.: ·:~~ ~;. 

TheolQsicµ l Study in tl1e Third ~Jorll. 
by :C.011.nie Dalious 

Once no re, the United Church 1;oarc1 for dorld i..inistries is 
offering to UCC stt:c1ents the possibility of a year of study in the 
Third \Jorld. 'l1hree partial fellowships ·will be a~rn.rded for study in 
the 1934·-85 academic year. 1i1he progras11 will er.able seminaI·ians to 
e:::perience the world chu:. .... ch vrh.J.le .ear;:1ing academic crec~i ts. 

Through this prograu the T.JCEML, hopes to enrich the exposure to 
thought anci_ life of future pastors and thei:c conc;recatio11s. Students 
who have previously studed a-oroad have gained a deeper sense·. of 
of oneness in faith with the Horlcl Church and an awareness of our . ''.,_:;-;-.,.. 
mutual res')onsi1:>ili ties as Christians in a troubled world. 

Possible places of study include India, the Philipp_),.nes, iSingaporE 
Fiji, Zinbabwe, Costa Ric.1.;1., Leba11011 (where LTS Larry.: l3akalian is 
study inc. unc1e1~ this :fellovrnhip) and Argentine:. i . .iany seminaries offer c: 
number of courses in jZnglish. i,.a.tte:rs of academic ere di t can be worked 
011t with Diel: -f ieth and the ins ti tut ion in.vol ved. 1.:TS students can 
arrangt-"\- credit for L:lOJ. 

Prospective students must be prepared to sha1"'e the total cost of 
stuci_y. The UCBt:li..i will provide the rom:1d-trip travel, medical insuranc( 
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and partial suu·1Jort. :.en ad.dition9 the :Ooard will ·:Jrovide orientation 
for B.11 fellOWS-];>rior to C\.Gparture and 0.ebi"'iefing Upon their return 
to this country. 

Hequirements are that the seminai"ian has co.liTi_Jleted. two years cf i .. , 
Div. Study by Lary, 19BL~ i has active mer;1~Jership in the UCC; has local 
and seminary recommendation; is willing to interpret his/her exper­
ience L-1 the seminary and area churches upon retu.rn to the U, S, 

Int·.erested persons should request an a1Jplication from; 
Overseas ?ensonnel Office 
l;ni ted Church Board for dorld L.inistries 
475 Riverside Drive 
i-:ew i"ork, Few Yorlc _ 10115 

Applications must be filed by Ja11uary 1, 1984-. t· 

~;.. ~:~ ~:~ ~:~ ·1~ ~"' 

If Christ is the Incarnation of :Love, 
Are not nuclear C:evices the incarnation of evil? 

by Dale Bo·wman 

Sunday passed and 'Ne have survived, The Dav J1.._f-ter, or have we? 
:;Jhiie discussions occlffl"'ed before, durinc; and after the mbvie, will_ 
this be just m:.e more conscience :raising event which will, likethe 
tide waters of the sea, come and go -- leavins an ir,1pression on the 
shores of our minds which will soon IJe relegated to the dark, murky 
c,epths o:f our uncbl1science'? Unfortunately, I believe this may well 
be the case. 

The movie's notes indicated the scenes portrayed were in all 
likelihood scaled C.own. They were inc~eed! I have seen rn.tm6rous 
1)resentations of scie:;:itists cieali:1g with the effects of nuclear war. 
Carl Sagan has pointed -out thatthe effect of one nu.clear warheac" 
detenated on Lanhatta...-1 would destroy that city, I spent this pe.st 
weekend in La:1hattan. Cn Saturday night I left the apartment where I 
was stayinc; and walked. the streets of the city from 6:JO p.m. until 
2:00 a.m. the next morning. 

I walked past the ~111pire State Building rul.d the \forlci 'Irade 
Center realizing that t~1ese tvw massive buildings built of cement 
and steel anc"l stone would be vaporized. I wall~eci. past various 
government anC State build.in.zs, foreign anc1 domestic, realizing that 
these too would no longer exist as possible means toward internal and 
global peaceful coexistence. I wallrnd. past monm.1ents built to remind 
us of the success of hv.man endeavors past -- realizin:~; that v:ri th 
nuclear 1.1m:c they would stand p if surviving, as rnonoli ths to the 
v•reakness, frailty m1c1 folly of human beings. I -looked at the 
Statue of Liberty, this :natio~1s true first lady, realizin:; she too 
would be e;one, and, appropriately so, for who would. she indeed. v.relcome·! 
I walked past a library realizing tha the vast knowled:;e we had. 
accumulated ultimately served only to be a catalyst for our stupidity 
toward global self-annihilation. I walked among houses, condos and 
apartraents vrhich housed the 9, 000, 000 people living in Lru1hattai1, 
realizing that that these homes would be little more than momentary 
graves. I walked on 11th Avenue between 14th and 21st realizing 
this section filled with c;anc;s beating and killing people woulcl fine~. i 
end of injustice not in· personal comr.1itment to, or care of people, 
but in their :::1on-existence. I walked amonc; my gay b:-cothers and sister~ 
in the lower section of the city, con1Ii101ily knovm as Gremvich Village, 
realizing that the city is the home of a little less than 2,000,000 
gay men and lesbian females -- realizing bot:i1 our pain as an oppressec:. 



people m1d success as an intentional conmuni ty would e::perience the 
fate of the c1inosa1'.l1's_ but with no trace of having been here. A11ci, 
I walked by the C

1 
urches, symbolic of hurnani ty' $ asperations anc1 

Christ's love -- realizing we pursued all the time a fantasy and not 
a Clreai~1 or visioi1, and embraced hate and fear rather than Goe~.' s 
grace and the exa111ple set by our Saviour. I realized that cit_ies 
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all over this nation would be targeted -- and many with multiple 
1Narheads. I became aware that there weJe similar cities in other 
countries. l wondered if perhaps someone in those far away places 
had rtot thought the same thoughts I ha~ thought. The experience was 
a very humblh1c; one ancl a very frightening one. I glanced_ at the 
steevle of a church ~,-,,ri th a cross uDon it and thoure:ht ·Of our Christian 
brothers a.1C:' sisters in Hussia 81'1ct other countrie~, I became profuund:1 

aware as a Christian, thP.t to lift any arm against any Christian, 
whether American, n.ussian, Cuban, Bast German, or any nationality, 
I was first raising the \·veapon into the face of Christ and putting 
Him to death because just as God's Si)irit indwells within me, so to, 
it with them. I grieved. -

I was c'istressed by the possibility that humanity could lift its 
hand against itself and_ Got. in such a vmy. I talked v.;i th many people 
on the streets as I walked, I.,. talked with people in bars, restaurants 
anc'. stores. The movie and discussion o:f the possible event of nuclear 
vmr presented itself in nea1~1y every discussion. In every discussion 
I found people Lin6ing no grounds for the use of such weapons. 

Sunday, I i.-mtcheC:_ the movie as c1id many other people i:n America. 
I thought the. movie stimulating but found the discussion aftervrarc;_s 
anticlimatic and disheartening. Still 'Ne think the way to peace is 
through the limitations of arms or disarmament. As we dismantle one 
weapon I am persuac1ec1 that we v-rould only build a:-10ther as a guard_ 
against our fears anC insecurity of a people we do not understand and 
of whom no st of us k:'low little or nothing. 

The only, v:ray to peace is in the heart s of each of us. As long 
as v;e remain peoples~of isolated nations and ideologies we mu.st face 
the cQ~tain possibility of destruction. If, I believe, we should 
seelt to understand each other and engage in mutual dialogue m1c'. 
e:1cieavors I !)elieve this can be avoide0_. I i)Oint to the most· recent 
exarrmle in J\;,1erican histor1r of t~1e ocm.rnatio11 of the American Bmbassy 
in Il.~an. ,~Ster the captors anC'. captives lived toc;ether fo1~ a time the 
lJecane oore ti1an separc_\te peoples of a nation, ideolocy and society -­
the'r becaTne friends. 

.. If the Deonle of the nations can visit each other and speak with 
each other, if we can see the person before us who happens to be a 
citizen of a dj_fferent country an.d realize vre have more in common tha.E 
not, especially if we-are not only member of the family of humanity 
but brothers and sisters in Christ, the possibility for global peace 
may be a real ru1c viable alternative, If this possibility fails to/ 
exist we become little less tha:n objects of fatalism and sure to suffej 
global extinction. 

Sup1)ort o:f institutions like Al3 cu1.d personal encJeavors I believe 
are the only vmys in which we all can work cul.d live touard glo!?al 
peace. ~Jhen 'ere can genuinely learn to care for each other we vnll not 
have to ta1-l): of arms limitations of any kind for the weapons will 
have been lcn"~ dismantled and the occassio~n. to use them an ir:1possibili 
I do not consic_er this to be a fantasy ~)ut a choice. \:Je can en1brace 
each other with devices of destruction or hearts of love. The choice 
is ours. I know what I have chosen to c1o -- nov.; p Hhat will ;y-ou do? 
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Things They Don't Teach You In ,3eminary 
by Jonnie Dalious 

Having been in the parish for a v:rhole month nm.r, . I'm sad to say 
that there are a fe'.T things that I haven't been prepared for by my 
studies at iTS. i .aybe they are covered in courses I haven't taken 
yet, I don't know. L"aybe someone can help me out . 

First of all, what (o you say when the teen-age daughteI' of 
your consistory presic1eD.t c1.iscovers a bottle of cl1ez-ry-flavored 
"motion lotioff' in the back seat of your car'? I guess I should aslc 
the two LTi3 s2niors who are responsible for it's be inc; there, huh'? 
Thanks guys, but we like strawberry better. 

Or, what G.oes one do with 10 d.ozen ears of corn that are left on 
the doorstep? Cr for that matter, with 50lbs. of potatoes, 30 lbs. 
of apples, 28 cans of peas, 18 cans of creamed corn, 16 cans of fruit 
cocktail and tons of other i tmes that are dona tee.Vi' 2erhs:J~~:LT8 needs 
a cooking coi:i .. ,.,se to help future clergy deal with the Gifts of parish­
ioners. 

I could also be:nefi t from a course in look-smithing. Field 
education just dicln' t teach me what to do when J_ locked oy bulletins, 
sermon notes aJ1d lrnys in my car half an hour before my first worship 
service (JO minutes avvay). l~aybe v~e coulci. have one or two seminars 0J1 
impP41Vised worship 8.11.C. preaching, not to say hitch-hiking. Anc'. of 
course, that reminds rae - whatever happened to chu1"'ch secretarial 
skills 1017· 

And what c~o yott sa.y when you have to catch a rambunctious toddler 
who is running arou~d the sanctuary, so that you can make thesign of 
the cross on he1,., foreheard to complete her baptism (she escaped 
during the vows of her parents)? 

l'Jhat they c!,lso didn't tell me in seninary 5..s how quickly one can 
come to know and love ones congregation or congregations. I didn't 
fully anticipate the warmth and understanding of the people~ or the jo=i 
of being ninisterec1

. to as well as r,1inistering, it's a world quite 
unlike seminary. People don't care Hhat you know about Bonhoeffer or 
Thanas Aquinas s just whether you can listen to ru'1d love them. Churches 
are crazy places but what a place to be! 

••••Oft•• e• •• · .. ~ ·-~- -:_.~ -.~· -.,· .. ~· 

:L9okinfT. at Languar:;e 
by Helen licLiullan 

Over the past three weeks, there has been a gathering of inter­
ested persons to discuss An Inclusive Lanr::uarze Lectionary. 'I1hese 
Uednesday discussio11 groups of An lnclusive Lru1gua.r,i:e .we_ctionary will 
continue with at least one objective being thc:tt o:f responc~ing to the 
in.vi tat ion of the lfational Council ~:f Churches for critical comments 
and feedback on the Lectionary and its use; this objective underscores 
the experimental and provisional nature of the .LJectionary. 1l 1hose in­
terested in taking part in the discussions should brine their Greek 
and Hebrew Bioles and :Gexicons and a copy of the lectionary. Before 
the disctlssion, please read the appendix anC:. lections ahead of time. 
The group meets ia the Briclrn:c Hoom in the basement of Hichards Hall ai 
noon on l.fednesdays, i!:ach meeting will be written up by a discussion 
participant for the Seminarian. 
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Lectio Inclusive 

I~ovember 2, · 1983 ·.reported by Rebecca Seldomridge 

At our initi~Li meeting we raised issues generated by the changes 
made in tl1e Inclusive Lrn1guace .Gectio:nar;y. \:Jhat emerged clearly was 
a concern not only fol.~ how we felt toward the Lectionary, but hov:.r :· · 
people in the Churches felt - often those feelings didn't coincide. 
I;ot surprisinz was the fact that male anc~ female agreed on some 
criticisms on the lectionary, as well as on some affirmations of it. 
The question was raised about how· inclusivi ty seemed to attaclc the 
ai..~thority of the scripture anc1 this led to a discussion of the 
nature of scriptural authority I j_. e. I how j_s the Bible 11 inspired'? 
Uhat is the intei1t of the scl."ipture'?" :Lt was agreed that these 
questions necessitate an intentioi.1.al program of education in the 
Churches. It was suggested that perhspasthe solution to the problem 
of inclusivity was to 1..lse sigp language which does. not use gender 
pronouns for God, Jes<J..s ru1d Holy Spirit. The sugg-estion rriay seem 
ri<iiculous but sign lanE:,"Uage sa~~s sori1ething about how we communicate. 
For instance the use of .God in each ir.-stance is a matter of clarity. 
The deaf would use persons for 'mankind', vrhat do we mean by 
mankind? There is ambiguity in the terr.i. 

Second neetinc; reported by Gloria Holmes 

':Che seco:1d informal meeting held to discuss /J.['- Inclusive Language 
Lectionar;y bec~:ai-i with a review of the rationale set forth by the.:,:~.t .. :.' 
Inch~si ve Lan.guac_;e Lectionary Coi.1rn.i ttee of the lWC for the 11rri tirig · 
of this lectionary and the use of alternative words and phrases. 
Those pI'esent agreed that the vag·ueness of the standards set forth 
left something to be desired. There seemed not to be enough explanatic 
for the general public as to why the work vrns Ui1.certaken. 'J.1he group 
was questioned why the rationale for inclusivity was put in the 
Appendix rather than in the Introduction. 

The Appendix begins with a 0.iscussiOi.1 of metaphor; many in the 
group were uncomfortable with the tlissimilarity and juxtaposition.of 
terms such as Goc1 , father and mother. Another approach to metaphor 
suggested vras Trible' s method of juxtaposition of a better tnovm 
with a lesser known, 'father' and 'mother' are better knowns and 
tell us sornethin[~ about the lesser 1-cnown .• God. i'his examination 
soon·led to the criticism that metaphor was not the most appropriate 
methoc~; perha::,Js the u,tilization of an allegoric structure would have 
been easier to understand. · As the Appendix was reviewed, the con­
cli..~sion was clravm that looking at te text first would assist in the 
comprehension of tl1e Appendix. The abstract and theoretie$1 of the 
A,.ppenC''.ix could best be comprehended in the concreteness of the text 
itself. This apptro::ich will necessitate constant referring back to 
the A .. ppenc~ix. . 

The discussion then moved to the difference bet\Jeen the ~ectionar2 
and the Scripture (nsv) wording. Hov.J to over4,ume the concern of 
laity that the Scripture vms "being corrupted'' by the inclusivity · 
changes was considered. ~J~uld it not be easier to use the Scripture 
as written, then explain the need for inclusivity within the s~rraon 
following the reading of the Scripture? The co11cern was not so much 
over the correctn9ss of the use of inclusive lai1guage but over 
explanation of the char1ge of Scripture to the congregation. 
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November 19,.1983 repnrted by Barron Barley 

Agenc:a~ Go to l.:ectionary - Year A,. / Advent 1 
Discussion= Lesson 1 Head Is. 212-5 

The repeated use of GC:D and God used in the lectionary vJas seen 
as stilted English as it is used in place of Yahweh, i,ord, and the 
masculine thirc~ persoJ."l pronouns that refer to Goo.. Type changes 
between GO:S and -God are not seen as suitably functional. Concerns 
were raised over the humru"li ty - Goe~ relationship in the lectionary due 
to the loss of sexist pronouns, nouns and adjectives, i.e. he/she, 
mother/father. A similar concern was raised regarding classist 
language, i.e. lord, servant, slave. 

The idea was raisecl that the burden of justifying changes in 
translation was to lie vri th the changers. A .. ssociated comments spoke 
of what is a. legitimate translation, \Vhat is. the authorized power group 
who shoul( translate, 1;.Jhat might be fair to the original texts, and 
·what are the .criterion for legitimacy? · 

Ideas of common ground, agreement, consensus, might have been: 
there are no one set of Jnglish words that legitimately translate 
the original texts; that language is a product of time and space, i.e. 
culture; that. denominational support is not binding arr the local 
congregation in i~espect to this lectionary; that this is not only a 
women's issue but is a people issue; that trac' i ti on is not always 
sacred. 

Primary luestion: Do we need a new inclusive language of the­
ology to go along with inclusive scripture in order to be con~1ruent. 

·:Z· ~:o -:~- ~ ;~ ~;, ~~ 

; , Notes From The United Board for .dorl d hinistries .Annual ivieeting 
by :2011.Ilie Dalious 

I was very pleased to represent LT.3 at the 174th annual meeting 
of the corporate board of the United Church Board for •Jorld Ministries 
held Cctober 23-26 in L1inneapolis, L1innesota. It is impossible to de­
scribe all of the impact that the meeting has on those who attend. 

The meeting was a continual mix of hope and despair. Cne moment 
we were hearing about the plight of i.Jne Great Hour of sharing - giv­
ing is down 10;~ \Nhile requests for assistance has doubled so far this 
year. The next moment we shared the joys of the successes resulting 
from CGHS-fl.mded projects and mission worl~. Tales of the fears of the 
l"-Iondura..n people and the U. S, exploitation of :tielau were interspersed 
with other stories - lilrn one of the Lebanese Christian viTho delivered 
material aid to Druse civiliru'ls a day after his family was killed by 
the Druse mili tian. n.ays of hop-e sine through the darkness of the 
world situation today. 

While the Board was meeting came the news of the deaths of the 
U,S. marines in Beirut and the U.S, invasion of Grenada .. The Board 
responded to both of these incidents. We joined with UCC President 
!\ . .very Post in contacting President r{eagan to express our opposition 
to the invasion and expressing our solidarity with the people ru1d 
churches of Grenada in their time of distress. ·,Je also made a reso-­
lution to express to the President our concern over the situation in 
Lebanon and urging for international diplomatic efforts toward recon­
ciliation i:n :Gebanon based upon reform of the Lebanese system of 
government, and the withdrawal of all foreign military forces. 
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In other actions, the UC£,J°l .. called :ror the discontinuation of 
covert aid in the efforts to overthrow the Sa.."'1.C.inista government in 
~iicaragua and to send material aid to victims of attaclcs in that 
country. The board also voted to express their solidarilty and 
support with those people who are demonstrating at Honeywell, Inc., 
which nai-iufactures weapons for the U .S, De-oartrnent of Defense (nearlv 
600 l)l"'otestoL"'s VI/ere ari"'ested while we were"' meeting). ,:~ policy on .;··_..".._. 
spene.ing v.ras ado1Jteo ~ by which the UCB,J1.•. stated its aims to lJrovide 
material assistance an.c~ moral support to victims of oppression, while 
. continuing to malce every effort to verify that UCLjL finai1cial 
assistance J.s· expeno.ed only for peaceful ;=m.d humanitarian uses, re-
fusing to fund violent efforts for social change. In another 
resolution, the Boarc~ expressec'~ its sympathy and concern for members 
of our partner church in Sri i.ianka and for all people in that country 
who are suffering due to the violence that has erupted in that Land. 

For me, the greatest hightlight of the meeting was the opportunity 
to· meet with Bishop ,.!:nrique Chavez Campos, founder a:nc superintendent 
of the Pentecostal Church in Chile~· r.rhe Church has been involved in 
dialogue with the UCC for the purposes of getting to know each other 
and to evaluate the possibility of a future fraternal agreement be­
tween the two churches. A decision on the matter i expected to be made 
by the DCC General Synod at its next meeting in 1985. 

The Pent~costal Church of Chile extends th~-0ue;hout the country 
with an apporximate membe1"'sl:1.ip ~-·of··, 100, 000 persons. .Since its be­
ginning in 1945 the Church has concentrated on extending the Christ­
ian message throughout the country, preaching on the streets and 
reaching out to poor, rural areas as well as city dv1rellers. There is 
a primary concern for the social development of Chile within the 
liberating perspective of development and the establishment of peace 
and social justice. I was greatly impressed bu the faith and enthus­
i.,sm evident in Bishop Campos, and the work that his church is doing '"t'. 

with the poor and the imprisoned. Each Sunday, members of the churches 
join together for Sunday School and then separate to preach the Good 
News in the streets and villages before coming together once more 
for evening worship. r feel that the DCC has much to learn from them 
and can benefit greatly by uni ting in fellowship vri th them. 

The Board has taught me that there is an ever-pressing need for 
the local churches to be aware of and reach out to our fellow 
Schiristians and all peoib.es throughout the worlc~. I would urge all 
of us to increase the awareness of mission in our churches and to 
find _.,ways for the churches to help through giving and education. 

~f ~~· ~~· :,~- ·~~- iZ· 

IL 101 Seminars--1984 
From Fran Hinger 

Seminarians pursuing the l'l.Div. degree at :LTS are required to meet 
the ILlOJ Cross-Cultural Experience goals. The details of this re­
quirement are in the l.1asters Studies Handbook. Seminarians are eligi bl 
to participate in any of the seminars planned. Choose according to 
your particular interest, or speak to Dr. Ringer if you have an inter­
est in the development of a seminar not now on the program of pro­
posals. 

There are presently two seminars on the schedule for 1984, and 
tvrn additional possibilities have been suggested. First, the sem­
inars scheduledi 
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1. A three-week seminar to Costa Rica is in advanced planning 
stages •. In Costa Rica two weeks will be spent with Costa Ricans in 
the countryside engaged in projects under the supervision of the 
Caravanas de Buena Voluntad (Good will Caravai.1s). A third week will 
include contacts with ecumenical work in San Jose, the capital city, a 
bit of sight-seeing, and Perhaps, depending upon many factors, a 
brief visit into Nicaragua. Estimated costs at the moment ~800 - i,)900. 
Air fare,.to be paid at earliest opportunity to the business office of 
LTS , is $554. The seminar leaves Philadelphia January 3, 1984, on 
Air Florida No. 165 at 3:45 p.m. and returns to Philadelphia on Air 
Florida Ifo. 164 at 3: 15 p.m. Januai.ry 24. A passport is not necessary 
for Costa Hie.a but will be very helpful, especially if there is the 
opportunity t.o enter Nicaragua. 

2. A three-week seminar to Indians, or Hative Americans, in 
South Dakota has been scheduled for August 5 to 28, 1984. :farticipants 
will drive (car pool) to Aberdeen, .South Dakota, where they will be 
briefed by Dr. Jae.k Seville before joining the annual hission l,tleeting 
of the Fative 4fnericans, a meeting held ar1nually for 110 years. This 
mission meeting is inter-denominational, and it obviously provides . 
opportunity to meet a variety of tribal representatives. Details c.ff .. 
the time in Native American centers are still in process. Costs are 
difficult to -estimate at the noment, but may range from <t) 500 to 4)800, 
depending upo'~1 lodging enroute. All efforts are heing made, or will 
be made, to keep the expenses low for the time invo.lved. 

Sign-up sheets are at the door of Dr. Ringer's office. Please 
sign up at once if interested. Reservations are about to be made in 
final form for Costa Rica. There is more time to decide about South 
Dakota, but do not put off the jecision process. 

Two other possibilities for 1984 are suggested. Response will 
determine whether either or both are developed. 

1. A visit to Hai ti, Dominican Republic a:i.1d :?uerto l~ico ma:y be 
plaimed for September, 1984 departing right after Labor Day. Sign the 
sheet at Dr. Hinger's office if you have any interest. 

2 •. A. visit to another domestic site in hay or June, perhaps 
Appalachia. H.egister your interest on the siiti-up sheet also. 

Persons signing to register interest in these possibilities are 
not under obligation. 

~~ .. ;'" .. :,,. ~z, ~~· .. :: ~s-

Council of Theological Students Position Lpen 
by Bonnie Dalious 

The United Church Board for vJorld 1,iinistries (UCfoh") of the Uni tei 
Church of Christ has sponsored for several years a Council of 
Theological Students (CT8) The CTS was established in order to in­
volve more seminarians in the life of the UCB~Ji" and to establish a 
liason between the UCBUi.l and constutuent seminaries. At this time, tl'H 
Lancaster Theological Seminary position on CTS has become vacan.t due 
to the expiration of my term of office, and I am seeking studen ts 
who are interested in filling this vacai1cy. 

CTS members represent LTS • s UCC members to the UCBVJL by attend­
ing CTS meetings in the s~1ring of each year and attenO.ing ucm~1.1 anrmal 
meetings in the fall. They are also expedted to correspond with the 
CTS and UCmJL. It is hoped that the individual also take ai1 active 
involvement in mission and education and. activities on campus. 

He/she represents the UCBWU to the seminary community be report­
ing back to the UCC student body of meetings attended and arranging 
for speakers from the UCBlJL at the seminary. 
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Under ne-t'mal circumstances the representative will assume the 
position at'··the start of a spring semester so that the first meeting 
that she/he attends will be the CT;;) meeting scheduled in Larch or 
.4 .. pril, His/her term vdll be concluded at the close oft he fall 
semester in which he/she has attendec1 a UCB~Ji,!. annual meeting for the 
second time. 

Students are eligible to become representatives of the CT3 is: 
he/she is an L.Div. candidate who is currently enrolled as a full­
time student; is currently in-care of an association of the UCC; is 
able to attend at least two CTS meetings and two UCBFJU ann.ual meetings 
before his/he.r sraduation or coriTPletion of studies at L'.11.S (This term 
i;-.rill exp"i:re in i.fovember, 1986, so that the representative should be 
first year student at this time}. 

CTS members attend UCBvJL meetings, where tlley have voice but no 
vote. In addition, CTS is responsible for plan ... '1ing worship events and 
panel presentations durinJ; the meeting. There is opportunity to meet 
with overseas persorn1.el and other staff to learn about the world 
church and how other seminaries are involved in mission outreach. 

Ariyone who is interested in this position shoul( contact i~oC. 
Lundy to let him know of your interest. I will soon be schec~uling 
an election, ·with his assistance, and vrill try to meet with you to 
tell you more about CTS, Details of the election will be announced 
later. 

~.:~ ~;. ~~~ ~:~ ~~ .. ·:"" 

UG1},JL - 17L~th Annual i.1eeti!1g 

Put about JOO :t11ember of the UCC in hiinnea:polis together with 
about 10lbs. :per capita of ap·erwork, orientations, plenary sessions, 
meetings, caucuses, and meals - ~Jhat do you get'? -- not nearly 
enough sleep: 

Gne of the affirming things about this meeting was the ·way v'le 
continued to live in the world while staring at the same walls for 
six days. I've been to many meetings, as I'm sure you have, where I 
spent several days not hearing one newscast. rl1he entire population 
of I\!ew Yorlc could have moved to Indianapolis and we wouldn't have 
knovm it. Here it was different. 

There wel."e three major events that happened during the meeting 
that really mobilized us - the suicide-bombing in Beiruti the major 
demonstration at the Linnea.polis based Honeywell, Inc. - who produces 
the cluster bomb and LX i.lissle components; and the invasion of 
Grenada. To each of these three events the Board responded quickly 
and efficiently. The Ilegional Secretary of the ~."idcUe East, Dale 
Bishop, the Regional Secretary of Latin P.1nerica/Caribbean anc1 Cceania, 
Pat Rumer, and the ·iJorld Issues Secretary, Audrey Smock gave us update 
as they c;ot L1.formation a:.'lc1 made the necessary phone calls to find out 
what v1as happening and not getting on the news. 

There is so much to share about this one meeting - the mission­
aries bringing t~1.eir stories, the resolutions and their impact, the 
staff and the partner churches, the celebration for Dr. Al Bartholo­
mew who is retiring as General Secretary of the Division of Church 
Worlo. Service, the hospi tatili ty and ·warmth of the i~innesota Con­
ference - the list could go on, yet I'd like to share one more 
sketch. 

His name is Bishop Enrique Chavez. He is the Bishop of the 
Pentecostal Cl1urch of Chile. Chile, as I'm sure you lcnow is not a 
real tolerant place. Bishop Chavez is 73, a gentleman with the builc 
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manne:c of Grandpa l!alton. lie spol\:e little .L~nclishi so was silent most 
of the time. His church andthe DCC are exploring a partnership. In a 
meet in?; of the Latin ;~.merica/Cari bbean and 0 ceania extended committee, 
one of-us asked Bishop Chavez what would happen if the government 
founc out about the partnership. di th a smile he said, "\iJ-e don't 
tell the government everything." 

" Chile is just one of the nany iiaces where we are present with 
people Hho are experiencing the joy and the cost of discipleship. 
is 1Hhat the United Church i::;oard for World i,1inistries is all about -
partnership. 

That 

.;;. ~~ ~~· ~~ .;~ ·:~:. 

:Sook Review 
by Dale Bowman 

Ji.. marvelous book appeared last year dealinr; with the scrupulous 
religious and poli tica.l ri,:_;ht. The work entitled, GUD 'S Bullies: 
Power Politics ?-nc1. Helicious Tvrannv written by Perry Deane 1.oung 
leaves the rie;ht to their cl.estruction as step by step the lies and 
even atrocities of various groups are brouGht into the open. 

Youn:; encounters such People as Anita Bryru1t, J"immy Carter, 
Flonald Reagan, Jerry Falwell, The ~coral 1.ajority a:nd the Thomas r~oad 
Baptist Church. He clearly exposes the current danger of such persons 
to the threat of the separation of Church and State. 

While indeed this book exposes the real substance of the religious 
and political right~ You~1g seeks to provic~e a way in which vve can 
recapture what is worth preseI·ving in the present from our past; both 
religious ai1d secular. Also, helpful is the way in which he exposes 
that while many of these groups opppose homosexuals, that homosexuals 
are to be founc: in their memberships -- a good number who are either 
leaders or cornerstone_ figures. 

As for the issue of' homosexuality he writes, "As for homosexu2.lity 
I would Yvish that I never hadto hear or wrtie that vwrd again. I be­
lieve a person's private life should be just that~ it•s nobody's 
business how or with whom you have sex, especially the governmet1t' s. 
But the parent new·-right groups ar1c"1_ their religious offspring have mac~e 
this a major ;?olitical issue. I could not avoid the subject in this 
book because I was forced to face 5-t every vray I turned. In many 
importru1t ways what these people are sayinc; about homosexuals reveal _ 
just how far they are willing to go in chru1ging the rest of society 
to fit their molds. Their use of this issue also reveals aspects of 
their own characters that many of them would obviously prefer to 
leave hidci.en." I found it interesting that he should use sir.1ilar 
devices which J. have come to fL1d an element by vrhich detection of 
the real message a person carries JS conveyed. I, like Young, have 
found that sexually insecure people or gay persons themselves who 
wru'1t to remain annonyrr1ous enjoyinc:; the protective assumed facade of 
heterosexuality are those iVho will not enr;age in serious or any 
interaction with a horc1osexual. 

I highly recomr:1.end the work. Young has been a reporter for the 
UPI m1d is best known for his co-authorinc; the Davie. :1..opay Story. 
The work published by Holt, ilinehart and \iJinston currently sells for 
$11.85. 


