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This winter millions of people'in Europe and Asia will be waging a grim 
battle. It will bo a fight for their very existence —.■ a fight against hunger and 
disease, against cold and want and dispair? And many of them are going to fight 
a losing battle — are going to die a pitiful and agonizing . 
death simply because, in some areas, there will not bo enough 
shelter and clothing, enough food and medical supplies to 
fulfill the desperate needs of the populace. Try for a 
moment to visualize the predicament of these people in con­
crete ■ Here is a war widow with three children?
Her huojv.ai is gone and their home'and household belong­
ings have been reduced to a heap of rubble and ashes. If 
they aro fortunate they live in a single bare room that 
a'friend has provided for them. They have no income, 
since local industries are demolished and thorp’is no 
work available;' and the mother must look after her child­
ren. Their wardrobe consists of the clothing they 
have on their backs, tattered and ragged and little pro­
tection against the cold Their wooden shoes they 
have made themselves. And now clothing is out of the 

(Cont, next page)

. In a few days we will be celebrating 
the first peacetime Christmas since 1940, 
Yet even with the cessation of hostili­
ties grave fears and doubts hang over us, 
for there is little evidence of hope for 
real peace within the near future?. Civil 
war, strikes, , the hunger which is stalk­
ing Europe - - all lend a note of ser­
iousness to this Christmas season. To 
the world the song of the angels sounds 
a sour note ■■- to the church it brings 
a challenge of the work which is to be 

done in the application of the Christian ethic to world affairs.
Particularly as ministers, every festival of the Christian Church should be 

translated into an active practical application to life-situations, as well as being 
a formal, liturgical celebration. The Christmas season is no exception, We have, 
tho responsibility of pleaching the hope and promise of "peace on earth, goodwill 
toward men'1 to tho world, of preaching the significance of Christmas - - Son of God, 
the revelation ci the Father, Christmas is the Christian's heritage* Thus we 
can rejoice in the peace and hope which is ours through Christ?

Herb Reichert, 
Tho Staff wishes all of you a very merry Christmas holiday.
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question since the few items available in the town aro to be had only on the black 
market at fantastic prices. Getting food is a daily struggle demanding all the 
.initiative and deturralnnsion their wook spirits can nustei'r. and the children are 
always chronically hungry. If tncy beco.r.c ill,- I:' many cases the mother must 
stand by helplessly and. watch, r.l.ca dying, for her lirai ted moans ranks medical care 
an impossibility. And rem.s?;bsuch cases are not isolated and rare. This is 
the daily lot of hundreds of thousands of shattered souls in all of the areas which 
have been affected by the war.

It is my hope that during the Christmas season we will remember the plight 
cf these peoples and nake our contribution to the relief of their suffering, 
all discuss the needs of these war victims with our families while we are at hone

We can dig up shoes and clothing and bedding for which
and turn then over to our local churches for shipment to appropri-

And we can, each of us, nake a special '.‘hr.ist.~ias offering to 
To be cure,

Carl L. Osenbach, Tower City, Pa.
Ro Howard Paine, 30 Atherton St, Roxbury, 19, Mass.
Alfred G. Sandrock, 119 W. Hain St., Now Blpo-nfield, Penna.
Gordon H. Sperry (HWAP) 48 Broadway, Hagerstown, Md.
Joseph Mo Steinert, 516 V. Frederick Ave., Lancaster, Penna.

(After January 6, 1946, Dolnont, Pa.)
Leo 0. Worthing, Alexandria, Penna.

and decide what wo can do. 
we have no use, 
ate relief agencies. And we can, each of us, 
the War Relief Fund of our local congregations. To be cure, most of us are not 
people cf neans. But by comparison with those whose need is desperate, we aro as 
kings living in luxury. Truly, a great table is set before us and our cups run­
neth over. Sc - let’s share the gifts with which we have been so copiously blessed, 
doing it in the interest cf helping to bring that hope and that abundance of life 
which Jesus wanted for all men into the lives of those who have lose it so complete­

ly. Such action will be truly worthful Christmas giv­
ing; it will provide a Christmas gift that will make a 
difference..;,.

coooWe list the addresses of the boys for everyone’s 
use. Keep up tho contact.

COCO Bron all reports the Class of October 
coming along in groat style and we would like to have 
a card FROM EACH ONE OF THEM telling of their progress 
for report to the boys here. . We wish then well -
and have only one complaint - when they left the 
seminary they forgot to take Helfrich along with then. 
Ho still goes about telling his hair raising stories.
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ESSENTIAL BELIEFS ABOUT JESUS Prof* Oswin Frantz

That was the

Man is not satisfied, with seeing a perfect man

to be*

Ho offered hinsolf as tho
(continued, on page KJ
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first nane 
This means that we believe 

He was flesh as we are flesh*
But what a life it wasi

«
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First cf all, we ninisters must believe in Jesus* 
by which he was known, and. we should, know him as Jesus* 
hin to have been a real nan* He was flesh as we are flesh* Eo lived, his life as 
other human beings live their lives on earth* But what a life it wasi Because 
cf it men saw fit to honor hin with nones and. titles not appropriate to other men* 
The nan Jesus was so unique that he won for himself very distinctive honors and. 
confessions of faith and. devotion* The least a Christian, minister can do is to 
point to the human Jesus and say with holy admiration, "Behold the Mani"

But that is not enough* Many of his own day and multitudes since through 
faith and experience have seen in hin elements that make hin nore than nan. They 
saw, to say the least, a manifestation of God in hin., a manifestation that made then 
fall down before hin in reverence and with an attitude of worship* They found in 
hin the answer to the quest cf the soul expressed by Philip when he said "Show us 
the Father and it sufficcth us11'* They found jn hin the clearest expression of 
the Divine Being who .alone can'; satisfy the longings of the heart of nan* And so 
they called hin the Son of God.., This a minister should see in hin today* He should 
be ready tc acknowledge with the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews that he is 
"the effulgence cf God's glory and the express image of His person*11

Beliefs and convictions concerning essentials in any 
religion are seldom uniform and definitely prescribed.- Boon 
must always be left fcr conceptions to suit the idiosyncra­
sies of the individual believer*

But we are thinking now net so much cf the privileges 
of the individual believer as of the privileges and respon­
sibilities of the Christian Hinis-icr* Ard Christian minis­
ters are obliged to have more in common iha.i do mere Christ­
ian believers* And even more so is this the case when one 
thinks of ninisters of a particular denomination* Here it 
is not too much to expect more or less of a connon faith* 
"what, then, should a minister of cur branch cf the Protest­
ant faith believe about Jesus?

The answer to this perplexing question is net speci­
fically prescribed by either a constitution cr a confession 
of faith* For these, however ardently adopted or affirmed, 
arc always subject to various interpretations. So that the 
answer given by anyone reflects nore or less his own con­
victions* This article, at least* is to be considered as 
an expression of what the writer considers to be basic in a 
minister’s belief about Jesus*

Lord* J 
cf life,' 
live. And therefore for us, as 
ority- . His word becomes lav/ fcr us. 
ligh: - Luing his bidding, 
minist^i*

But is this all? No* Man is not satisfied with seeing a perfect man, and 
a clear manifestation cf God. and having commandments and directions for the righty 
way of life. He wants all this, but he wants more* Ho wants a helper, a power not 
his own that will stand by hin when his own will and his own strength may fail hin. 
In short, he wants a Savior* And this is exactly what'non have found this God-nan 

His work as Savior nay toko a variety of forms, too varied indeed to be 
discussed in a brief article* But Savior men have always found hin to be* He 
promised this from the beginning of his ministry when ho called his first disciples 
and said to then "I_ wi 11 make you fishers of non"* 

(continued on page £jJ _o_
0

But one belief or conviction of this kind simply leads to another* Having 
gone thus far in our belief wo must necessarily go one step farther and call hin

His knowledge of nan and his likeness to God make him the supreme director 
He not only knows the way God naw :-6 live but also how nan can so 

for those in his day,, ho teaches as one with auth- 
Wo are bound to call hin Lord and find de­

Nothing short of this befits the faith of a Christian
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We cannot know truth unless we first have the oa—

abilities.’after the First World. War and the

no proof of cur unworthiness*
We are. worthy only when we have.respon-

eyes the fact that nan has been created 
spark of the divine in all of usr attempt 
of Jesus even the sinner is of infinite 
created with equal potentialities for

Having
It moans that God has

It.

but it doos not guarantee that we '.Till adhor sin. 
"Semper Justus - scraper peccator".

»

Ks teachings;, and. his life.

In an ever narrowing space of time you and. X will have been commissioned to 
go forth into an era of crisis to join the'forces of those now endeavoring to recon­
cile nan to God0 If we fail, Tonyboe^s list of defunct civilizations will lengthen 
by one.

resultant Second World War should.'convince us that pit. is''beyond the power of’nan 
individually or collectively, to save him­
self. Though wo claim to learn frora the 
error. /' -;hc past wo all too often do 
little -■ ■ ,-e that' fact.

The nature- of modern nan is far 
frora saintly. The.Christian Century did 
well in claiming that the" sins of Dochau 
wore the sins of us all. Nor wore. Hitlor, 
Hirohito and Co. freaks. They wepe chil­
dren of the generation, though it nay hurt 
cui' pride to admit it.

(continued on Page 6)

Thanks to the atonic bomb, national pride, the lack of a true "Weltanschauung11, 
and a host of other un-8hr:.stiuri spirits, wo lay at death's door© This leads us. to 
the remarkable insight that mankind is still sick. But. no one is capable of diag­
nosing and healing that sickness unless he has first sought to comprehend the nature 
of nan, the only' creature who is a problem to hinself0

In Jesus Christ the true nature of mankind is revealed to us so that by coral 
parison to his spirit, his motives, Ks teachings;. and his life, mankind is' still sin­
ful oven in the light of its achievements. Brethren, before God our righteousness 
is as but filthy rags.

There are those who hold up before 
the image of G-od. They sp'ehk of the 

to drive hone the idea that in the spirit 
worth, and hold to the thesis that we -are 
good.and cvilo

Yet the Bible nowhere gives an interpretation of the image of &od. 
been created in this image doos not moke us more "godly" 
given us the capacity to live in communion with him by endowing us with the facul-. 
tics required for this purpose, 
pacity to understand it.

Nor does possessing "a spark of the divine" make us any the less sinners# 
Through this flspark" we may know ’.That sin is like and be enabled to discern sins in 
our kown life, but it docs not guarantee that we '.Till adhor sin. We are no less
the sinner for the "spark". "Semper Justus - scraper peccator". The conviction
of our infinite worth is, in a like sense, no proof of cur unworthiness* We are of 
worth only because God’s love is so great 
ded to that love.

The'saying that nan has equal potentialities for good a,nd evil is also in need- 
of greater elaboration. If, by that, you mean that man is not condemned before he 
starts, that he is not totally depraved in that sense, I agree., I,haste to'odd* 
however, that to do good is a constant upward struggle^ Unless we are ever on'our 
guard against-evil, even while'we do that good, we shall be taken unawares0

By now History should have convinced, us'of the power of -. evil to drag the in- 
, attentive into the mire. Too'often-man is ■'incurvatus-in so" •>.'> bant upoh-:hiriselfo- 
Unless we daily rekindle the desire to do His will and. couple this desire.to our ' 
vigilance, we shall lose , the urge to bo Ghrist-like,, Failure of the former causes 
us to misplace God, failure of the latter to displace him.

. The reliance of mon upon their own
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And. this is what the world needs today, a Savior, 
minister above all others must balis'.P Christ to be Savior, 
not much of a Gospel for a sinning and dying worlds 
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Essential Beliefs about Jesus 
aggressor, the helper,, the deliverer, 
mortal praise. A Paul, ; 
Christ who strenthens no,'  
Bo it deliverance from sm:, from sorrow, i’-.-cn despair, from a feeling of futility 
and frustration, Christ in. one way or another has proved himself a savior, accord­
ing to the testimony of many in his own a?." and oi r.ul.itudes in the centuries of 
the Christian era. And this is what the world needs today, a Savior, And the 

Otherwise he will have

— By Dr, Frantz - continued
This help and deliverance non for him in- 

and many like him, could say "I can do all things through 
"and "It is no longer I that live but Christ liyeth in me.11

As one travels through the country­
side, ho cones across the little rural 
churches. With their steeples towering above 
everything else they soon to protect the 
broad acres and their inhabitants,, and that 
is just what they do, In a discussion in 
a little rural church this question was 
raised - "would it make much difference in 
the life of the community if the churches 
were torn down?" A reply was "we would 
probably have to erect jails in their places*

Let us consider the people who attend 
the rural churches. Most of then are farmers. 
Farming is more than an occupation - it is a 
way of life. So it is evident that the mem­
bers of a rura.1 church have more in common 
than the members of a city church, where all 
occupations arc represented. One will no­
tice in a rural church that the members will 
gather together after the services and talk 
about their crops, new machinery, new methods 

of farming, and many other things related to their life and work, which is really 
interesting and diversified. Some have criticized this discussion of matters not 
related to religion, but I think it is good and healthful.- It makes for fellowship 
and socialbility, two truly Christian characteristics. As the story goes, a man 
once noticed Henry Ward Beecher reading a book on medicine and asked, "You read books 
on all subjects, don’t you?'1 The famous di vino replied "'yes, on all subjects ex­
cept theology. 11

Some of the teachings of our Lord are especially significant to the rural 
folk. For example, the parable of the sower and the parable of the mustard seed 
have direct bearing on agriculture* Those rural folk can fool a kinship to the 
people to whom Jesus ministered. Every farmer understands what it takes to bring 
forth an abundant harvest^ that is, the fertility of the land, the preparation of 
the seed bed, and cultivation of the crops. All this he can transfer into the 
spiri' *. i.rln with the realization that in both cases, it is God who gives the 
incret... .

I like to think of the harvest hone service in the.rural church as symbolic 
of the culmination of the faith of the rural folk. Here, at this service, the 
first fruits of the land, so to speak, are brought in and placed upon the altar. 
The beautiful array of color in itself, is very attractive, pointing out tho diver­
sity and beauty of God’s handiwork. We can truly say that the offerings aro sac­
rificed to the Lord, for these offerings are used to sustain the orphans and aged 
in our Church homos, and is this not part of the Lordss work*
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' • ‘  ' 'Every agency of communication
‘ ’ .. Exon the child Just born to the aged, all

The fate of the- studentb of the world, is no diffcrcnto
Before them lies another year of hardship^

Uj've set our 
And we’re net asking 

call upon all of you who are cut in the ministry now,-
□ The need, is great no askp you

______ The drive for pledges will start right after the 
Christmas season,, and there’ll be more information'theno

Students united, are stronger than- treaties? will do more' for world peace 
Give to the World Student Service Fundi

One need net write again- about the suffering and despair that faces the maj­
ority of the peoples of the world this coning year,, Every agency of communication 
has' implanted their need upon our nindfco ! „  ,

' are in needs The fate of the- students of the world is no diffcrcnto, Their need, 
is no less' grcat<> Before bhci.i lies another year of hardships Students in China 
will need to walk hundreds of miles to .:•?■, ‘jack to their diversities, and while 
they walk? they will need food and clot hi?,a., the students of Europe shall need all 
of their energy merely to keep al Ivo rhis winter; the seminaries of Germany, which 
had a total enrollment of 17 i-.i .1943 .shall need funds to train non for the spirit­
ual revial of that land and all of Lurcpo; the universities of all of Europe shall 
have to rebuild before they start '■ roconversion1'©

The World Student Service Fund is our chance both to strengthen the bonds 
of fellowship around the world, and to insure the coming of the poaco we so eagerly

The need for students alono in the world is figured to be two millions of
, one million of which shall have to come from the United Staves alonec

crican students gave only $250,000o in 1944—5 which means that this year we. need to
quadruple our contributions0

This year, instead of a two week drive, we at the seminary are going to 
use a pledge system over the sir. months from January to June (1946) 
goal at $lu000o our share in meeting the world's needs,- 
those alone in Seminary; wo 
and who had had part in the V/SSF drives before 
to pledge all you possibly cano

: Mod-: ' Sinner or Saint
Sp.upUxatiye theories about our goodness 

will riot vindicate us® Future history,alone- 
will tell future.generations whether or not 
wo were ready to' respond to' God’s love- ready 
to. live in communion with him) and. enabled 
to check the. destructive and anarchic,, forces 
which' operate within and among u's . For 
these purposes God has endowed us with 
p0woro
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