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WOODCUT BY ALBR.ECl-!T r)U8i..'f/. 

~----·---·-·-- -

"THE STUDElifT AS NIGG~R 1f -- A REACTION 
Paul Irion 

When I first read this article 
last summer, I had a somewhat different 
reaction than I did when I saw it in 
The Seminarian. My first reading was 
objective and detached and I responded 
with approbation to the blast against 
Reaganized "education" in the West. 
But the latter reading in my office 
made it easy and tempting to become 
defensive. The task then became one 
of sorting out the differences and 
similarities of UCLA and LTS, while 
still maintaining a perspective on the 
essential message of the article. It 
is not my purpose here to enumerate 
these similarities and differences. 
It is enough to acknowledge that they 
exist, as any thoughtful person could 
define them. 

It strikes me that the situation 
is somewhat analogous to the varied 
state of the life of the black citizen 
in the South and the TJorth. There was 
a time when the northern liberal 
(and most other northern whites) could 
point the finger of scorn at Mississip­
pi or Alabama and cry, "Bigot ! '; But 
then the civil rights movement came 

to the urban North and cried, 11Hypocrite ! ;; Focusing the light of justice on 
de facto segregation in housing and schools stimulated a massive reaction and 
has brought a.bout the kind of confrontation which could well destroy the social 
order of America. The black. citizen has not yet found his true :freedom in 
Selma or Cicero, in the delta or Detroit, or for that matter in Lancaster. 

But another variable needs to be mentioned as well. The denials of 
freedom nnd llurnanlLy hnv<> been mure grievous burdens for some black men 
than for others. Medgar Evers was murdered and Ralph Bun~he was denied 
membership in a prominent Washington club; the unskilled laborers of Watts 
struggle to find employment and black athletes ask for black coaches and cheer­
leaders. Some seek massive initial breakthroughs to freedom and some seek 
the necessary talismans of humanization. But the battle is not over until 
freedom and humanity are achieved at every level. 

Just as one might be tempted to say to Dr. Bunche or to Lew Alcindor, 
''What's your gripe; you've got it better than most? 11 this is to beg the question. 
To say to the Lancaster student, ;'You've got it better than UCLA or Berkeley 
or Columbia, what do you mean -- 'the student is nigger?'H is to beg the 
question. Edward Brooke and Eldridge Cleaver suffer, each in his own way, 
because they are black men in 9. system that hinders their full humanity. Just 
as the KKK and the membership cormnittee of the Cosmos Club participate in a 
system which denies equal status, UCLA and LTS are part of an educational 
system which often.'-denies. the student a climate conducive to learning. The 
excesses described in the article may be tactics worthy of the KKK, but 
the more genteel limitations on education at LTS, and I include myself here, 
also must be judged. 
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A REACTIOH: 

I speak only for myself; my colleagues will justly claim their own 
right to concur or disagree. Just as I confront weekly the dilemma of the 
white liberal in civil rights -- either to beat my breast masochistically 
while uncritically supporting the unwise but understandable goals of the 
most militant black separatists or to keep trying to change the system of 
democratic government -- so I confront a dilemma in supporting a student 
revolutionary. On the one horn I am excited and heartened by the activism 
of contemporary students in contrast to the apathy of their immediate 
predecessors, on the other horn I am troubled by the irresponsibility of their 
academic vandalism -- destruction for the sake of destruction. I am too 
much of a conservative to disavow the evolutionary process which builds 
upon and moves beyond the past heritage to the new. I cannot find meaning 
in the motif of anarchy which insists that new becomings must be de nova. 

The educational system everywhere today is in need of creative reform. 
Students need the freedom to define the issues that shape their personal 
educational goals. Curricula must provide an open-ended bank of resources 
for achieving individual goals. New ways must be found to motivate independent 
study on the part of students rather than merely transmitting information 
from one generation to another. Better ways need to be developed for 
evaluating the progress of the indiv1dual student. Students and faculty 
must accept the. mutual responsibility for shared learning. Maximum effort 
must be devoted to teaching all persons in the educational enterprise how 
to think, how to criticize responsibly, how to vork toward creative solutions 
to problems. 

''The Student as ~Jigger' effectively relates the student crisis to the 
black-white crisis. Just as this provides a dramatic description of the problem 
it also offers some direction for its solution. Although it is not without 
its grave risks, Black Power has taught the powerful lesson that the black 
{heretofore called Negro -- Nigger) is the only one who can make his own 
freedom. It cannot come to him with any essential meaning as the gift of 
the white liberal (or the ransom paid by the Establishment). This I believe. 
However, the key then becomes not force but responsibility --will the black 
strive for his humanity by irresponsible destruction of the social order 
(or even more, of himself) or will he participate in the redemption of what 
is worth saving in that order of which he must be a part? 

What then of the student at UCLA or LTS? Let's think of LTS. How will 
creative change come? How will education be given new life? How will students 
affirm themselves as adults in the educational process? It is hardly likely 
that the local equivalent to the SDS (for example, the chapel--time coffee 
klatchers) will sit-in at the Hafer Center. Yor would one anticipate that 
campus security forces (i.e., Pat the janitor supported by SCC parking law 
enforcers and Mosses' Chihuahua police dog) would be needed to beat recal­
citrants into bloody submission. Change will come at LTS through nwork, 
baby, work!'' not 1'Bitch, baby, bitch!'; It will come when students get 
so caught up in education that they work so hard to learn that they open up 
new avenues of learning for me. It will come as there is responsible, 
constructive, creative participation in discussion and decisioIL~aking in 
the committees of the institution. It will come when the mutuality of our 
labors creates a climate of trust that will transcend pettiness and defen­
siveness. Then we'll begin to know what education is about! 
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I'I' CAN ' T HAPFEN HERE - R. Staudt 

In the last issue of Lhc S'.';nYi~a:;:ian there c:;ppcarc:d the rc.Cht;r da.riog(for 
. r '" ) d . . l 1 ' ., ,.. ' j . ' I'' • I 1 I . . ' . . ·th . . LL.:> an· provoc2.L1v:~ 2.rc1c ..:; 'J.n,, .~tu--.2nLP .. s ·ngg~.c. w2s conv1ncea aL e nrn.~ 

Lb.at ths:tc w2.s a. g.r22t d.;:;al of ·u·utr1 in chs an2.logy drawn between tt'lc opp.r.o:sse d, 
servile sta-ce 0£ i:he Neg:r:'o 2nd sb2 co;1dLion of stud•.onts. f~s I he21·d student and 

fc.culty reaction to the article: I was rr,01·,~ conviocc:<l Lt12-c Lt:t\:; 2rtich~ very rrrnch 

applied co LTS. 
It is true tb.2 c i:i. thr; two and one: half yea-rs I have be<::n at LT2 n!.2ny things 

have ch2.nged. All requirerr1ents h;ive i::ic2en dropped, courses rnay ·oe c2.ken in 
any oi·ds;::· 2.nd students bav0 oee'-1. put on all con1mittees. All <:hese ct12nges a.:re 

a seep in tb.e righc direction, but ic is :wr just curricular changes or 2 chance 

for st.udents to sit on cornmittees th<'l.c I arn concerned about. JViy conce:L"n is the 

whole concept and a.Lcicude toward educ2.cion at LT'S. 
On;:; of the first things :itudencs learn at LT.Sis chat we 2.i.0 e 2 very disappoint­

ing lo·c. VJ,2 arc; the intellectual dregs of the univel~sities; we al'e avoiding th2 
draft; we ?.rec, p2rhe~ic and passive lot. Over and over· again I ba.ve h;;a.cd bow 

disa.ppoinLed foe fac:1lty is th2.·t we a.re not brainy like Ha.rv2.rd students, aggres­
sive:; like Cxford studencs or r::ovolution.ary like B::;rll:by st<.ideats. Vle o.re junk. 
In ?.nswer w this I cc.n only s?y !:h?.t ev0n if everything I h<:>ve he2rd snid ?bout 

us is crue we Pre here ?'l: LTS. 'vVh2.h;ver our br2.inpower, for good re2 sons or 
b2.d, exciting or dull we ?r·e here 2nd w;~ 2re di.e si:ud.::!nts chis institution h2 s 
to work wich like h or nae. I ?.rr1 :re2,lly :'.ired of hearing 2bout how dis2ppointing 
w·~ 2 ll c>.l·.;;. 

As long" o disP ppoiotrnenLs ?,r,:; oc:ing 2xpre ssed I would like w noce .:b.2.c 

tha f?culty r.nd ci.dmini3tr?tion 2.re no-c cbe only ones dis2ppointed. I coo h2vB 

b22n disillusioned and dis?.ppoincd by wh?t I hc.ve found p,t LTS. My hopes 2nd 
2xpec::2tions ctbout theologic2l educ21ion b2ve hardly 'oeen fulfilled. Many of rn.y 

profosso:rs here, I must confess, c.re not prize p2cka.ges, and the ce2ct1ing phil­

osophy 2.nd r.nethods ?.re antiqu2-ced 2.nd ineffective. Rhen 2 concern~::d scudent 
consulting? professor ?.bou: the kind of education he is geLting 2,t LTS, is told 
th2;c chis i3sue is 2. s1n2.ll m;:;ttcr 2nd another professor tells l-1i:J studc;n·cs ::[·int 

n.ny educ?rion we get is inspi::e of the ins::itU'i:ioo, I begin i..O wonder why I 2m 

her'2: ;~c 2ll. :E'or ?. dic;nomin2.tion tn2i: prides itself on an .:;duc?.ted ch:.cgy this is 
2. su:cprisi,1g 2. Hitude. 

L1 order to illustr2tc:: rr~y concern 2:bout ·"he poor 2.ttHudu ww2.1·d educ2tiot1 
2.t LT.S, I would like co quoce: sorn:::: fac1.ilty :r2rr12.r"Ks garn;:0.r·ed during the 12st: 

-cwo and on0 h2.lf y22rs in chic insti;;ution. I"~o me'l:tf::r how :<»evolution2ry, p:c·o­

iF',:;ssiv.a, or fo:rw2.rd looking our profes3ors pride chemselv2s in being, ~10 

n»2ct.~r how loudly they procl2.irr; ::h2 dec>.th o:f the 11 Big J)0.ddy 11 attimde, th,::y 

still h2.vf; rr?na.ged co instill or perpeiu2.t2 ·"'- slave m.ent?.lity in rrcost of the 
srndeots p?ssing 1hrough this institution. The first rem?.rk I would lik-2 w quote 

was bTougnt to rriind by Mr. F2rb::.:r's rerr1inder in r1is 2rticl-2 11 Tb.e Student.As 
Nigger 1' th2.t 2.ll Profossors were one;.; niggers therr1selves and never quite got 
over ii:. In one of rri.y firsi: cl2.s.:;es 2c LTS ?.S ",junior ::o. professor prefaced his 

lectu:re vvith these words, 1;I list2n2d for th,:; 12,st twelve years and now I'm 

going to 't2lk. 11 So we too will lisL:n undl we get 2 flock of niggers in 2, cla.ss 

room or ?. parish 2nd Lh-2n they will listen ::o us. In m2ny of of tb.e following 

corr1mencs WG see reflected the ?.ttitude of 2. m2 st2.r d;;;2.ling wit.h his poor, 

ne<o.:cly rnoronic sl2v8s. One prof<:c;scor decl2.red in ;1 li;:.tle get-W-g'~'Cher in his 

horne, 1
'2. stud;::nt doesn't even h2.ve the righ.t ::o t::dk u;:itil he's 2 senior. 11 Just 

h?.ve p2ci;;:;nc0 2.nd kc·~p your mouths sb.u1. you jui1iors p_o.d rn.iddlc::rs, your d2y 

will cornc.:o. 'fh2 same professor c1emoa1ed ti1e fa.ct ch?.t beca.use o:f bis superior 
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inLelligence and scb.ol?..cship, r1;;; h2d no on;;; w t?..lk to. H.:-: hope3 for che day wh•~n 
Ser.ninaries will clus1:::x· tog2Lher so i:h2.t l1.c:; will h2.ve ::;orn'~ colle2gues(faculty) 
to i:c>lk to. Until i::he ~day I suppose h.;; will sufie: in siL::::ic8 bsc?us·e we c«n 1 t 

expect hirr1 to t;:-.lk w simple studf~ni.r.; ;:,~:iout such profound ?nd cornplic2,ted. rr:t2t­

t<:rs ?.3 occupy his r.nind. Al10ther ren-ii".rk 2long this line w2.s n12de on ch,:! l'ecurn 
trip frorr, .':;:;, Ivfary's S0rr1in2:cy in ji2himors wh;;;:r·0 w·~: wer2 very hospitr>.bly 
recieved. This profossor la2.;1-::d b2ck 2nd sighed with a dre?..my look in his eye 
2.nd s2id, ''Those stud,ents re2lly know how ::o tro?.t ?. professo:r. As soon as I 
a sk;;d :£0.1.' sorr;\Orhing ;::i. student scurried off to gr:::; nc my r~que st. 11 LT.5 s cudenrn, 
s<::.rviL: n.cid simpl.;; 2 s We 2re, ? re ?.pp2r2.ntly jusc a litcle too uppicy for this rr1a.n. 
I guess sorri:::drries we forg..-;; our pl2c2 and think w,o; c.re people insteci.d of robot 
Sel'.'V?n:.:s progran,<::d to ?c•1ticip2t<'.! our n-1as-cers 1 every need. One of our pTof-
2asors h2.s ;;ven tnughL nis cL"\sseo co L?.ugh on command. After .;~.ch feeble 
jok:~ ::his prof:2ssor. cornm2nds, 11 li:mgh boys'' ?nd ?11 of us who wn.nt A 1 s op,::n 
ou.1.· rnouths ?.nd i-12-:c-b..?w lik,e; 2, bunch of jr1ck2.ss2s. If he h2d 2.sk·'3d us to sit up 
2.nd ·o-ag Wc would probably tleV·J done ch2'c i:OO, 

l'viost of ou:r' profossoro la.rrieni the fact th2c -,~hey 2re forced to give gi·2.d.:;s. 
Cne proL:;sso:c in p2nicular decl2rc-d i:h?.~ 112 would be willing to give up g:rr:d­
ing com.pbt-.:~ly. On a tr.::rrr1 p2.p;:;r gr:?.ded by tbis scrrle professor one C2.n expect 
~o se\:O ?t1 A- Cc~ading toward ;:i Bf. Another prof2ssor is quite capable of 
givi;::t::; 2. srnd::;;nt a B+-t- on?. pa.f><:::r. On~:: student hiJ.d d-1-2 terrie:city co ask wh2.c 

the di:ff2r ;;ncr::: ~:; .. :: i:wc;·;;~ 2. B+ + and 2.n A - is. The curt reply w2.s, "you~' ~fl12 t 

c2.,1 ;:i.pooy slob say to th2 t.;? 

During or1s of our cou.:c~ses last s.o;m\jst':OT our professor h?.d w be out of town 
dui:ing our 1·.:;gul2 r cl2. 3 s n1eeting. He ?u·1:on1c.Iic2 lly c2 nee lied the:_: clc.s s as sum. -
ing tha . .: we.: sc:udents w2re sucb. dolts a.nd so in.-;pt tl12.t we; couldn 1 ~ possibly h2.ve: 

2. Cle SS without his gLiiding n2.od, without bis lei'J.d·n·si1ip WC mi;:Snt tl2 Ve Stl-Cyed 
fo;:-rD c.h,::; party line. 

Whe:o on-:! poor fool d2.1',:_od w step out of line: 2.nd his hoatilicy tow2rd this 
whol::; ?.aicud:: spilled out in the .5c!rLin:>cL'i2.n, oae profassoi." 2.sked ia 2 p2.swJ:·2lly 
w2y, 1 'Do you fo.::;l? need to ca.lk wich rr10 ?.bout rhis?" There obviously could·;.:;'-' 
nothing wrong wL:h ·~.he systerr~-only wi~h the bduddl2d studen~ wbo forgot his 
plc.c,;. 

Our prokscs 2.32.ins;. this kiod of c:ttitude lvv'e eii.:he:c b2en cornpli::tdy izno:c­
ed or rr.c·::c wi!:t1 son1c ve1·y ingenious, 2.ld1ough unb,~li2v2.bb, ?.nswers styled '..o 
sl1ui: up cornpl2.ining stud,~n<:s ou.e w2y or 2.no-chei:·. Our protcsi.s 2.r·::: passe,~ off 
lightly wid1 the c-.ccus2.tion i:b.2t we 2.r::: only con1.pl2ining b1::c2use we lJ.?ven 1t 

gotten 2.ll A 1 s. CT the student is rnade to fo2l lik~,: Et m.ental c2se with kindly 
off·ers w couns,el hirri. A.n 2.-c:::;mpc h2.s -sv:en b(:en ma.d.:; w flati:er us into silei1c,::; 
by assuring us th2t we, U1e iai>:::lligent stud:;;:it3 mus<. suffo:i::· in silence because 
we 2.r0 2. bright r.ninority in th.:; rnidst oi a flock of n1ediocre studen~s. As 

t~rnpting.2_s this 2.nsw2r is, I t:·0lfov2 tl12.t too ic far too sirriph: an 2n2lysis of 
d·1~ ,J i·::u2.Lion. 

B-·::Iorc: we make aLJ.y mor.;: cb.2ng:es ii1 our cur·riculum(requirements or no 
requirern,enrn, Greek or no Gre.:::k, con1prehensiv.:os or no comprel-iensivcs) it 

n1igtH -b~ 2. good id.ea to T-2 -ex?cnl.ine LTS 1 s ph,i.lp sophy of 2dtlc2, l.ion and its rea -
f . . I . · 11 . " l . . d · 1 ' 11 f · · · sons or b21ng. tis s1 y t:o 100 w1t[1 ·· C1 i:2c1 sf our purpose o.:· existence is v2.gue 

c.nd our ati:itudes a.:..:: wrong. If this institution exist::; fo::r . "die educ2.tion of 
cheologicc.l stud0nts, I would like: ·t:o see the students t?.k0 a fa.r n":<Ori,, active and 
responsii:::L: part in th~ir ow:a '::ducacion. Mos~ of us are c2pa.cb and willing .:o 
do so, but ?.s long ?S tn.a £2.culcy and sLudeni:s 2~re oper2ting i•-i a. slave, m2.ster 
rel2.tionship I do not see 2.ny pos3ibility for 2.ny re2,l cb2.n;S8 o:r progress a~ LTS. 

Endorsees: L. Bu?s, E. Staudt, G. Moyer, F. Goguts, I. Rosewall 
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TH£ LACK CF A TCPIC 

Glen Moyer 
As the serrie::;cer begins t:o com6 Lo 

2n end, 2.ll sorrn of peopl·.= begin to sec 

d ec.d -lin"' s: pa pc rs, re ports, firi;:;:,l s, 
etc. The ediw:r of The .Semin2 :cian 
is no exception. And so her0 I sit 

before my typcwrit,:::r with a gr2od 
fei:oling cha~ I rnust w1~ite sornet.hing 
and 2. blc:tnk piece: of pap·,:or st2ring 2.1. 

rne with its nine by eleven proporhons. 
And 'i.hus I sis 2nd con,;ernplate, prep2,,n.=d 
co vaite 2. rna.gnificic:nc piece of prose. 

Howev2r, it suddenly occurs to me 
th2.-c I co.naot seem ro ren1er.f1b,~:r wb. .. 2 ... ;: 

th.::: co pie i::::, which is 2. ra ~her disti:e s -

sing occu:,_";;ace. I can rc::;rr1·2rr:'0ei· sorr1e 
(~~·::.i~J.gs: tb~ senio1-s t1a~ve tip-toe,i 
tb.:cough cb.e theological tulips in Holland, 
cb.e n;iddl-::rs l'l?~Ve C«3en L:.:"oined in sens"= 

a1ivity, a.nd tbe juniors ;1aV;'5 ~e~n ,.. 
cornple·cely fr1ducced inw the new f1·,~e 2nd open curr.1.cuA.urtl. But these rnerr1orie:s 
do cwt se.;:;rr1 to m2a,n anyihing. And so there does not seern to be a topic. 

Perhaps d12t is the topic of and by irnc-:lf: -chat th.:.:1·2 i3 no topic and no 

meaning. The question has ·02,;;n rais;:;d ma.ny times probably, but I will ask 
it 2,goiin as a neophyte: Vvh2t a.re we doing here? VJha.t: does it all prove·? 
True, th-:;;L<:: 2 r;:! so m.2 practicc:.l th,~ological courses {is ·chere impr2.ctical 
theology() chat will help in th2 p2rish rni;iistry. And .:rir:oI'e 2.:..~e some Biblical 
cours 2 J th.2 t will help 'me preach a b~tL; r sermon hopefully. Bui: so what? 

Is thas all there is to it? 
I think the problerr1 is on2 thC'.C evolve5 from. the last issue of the Seminarian 

although not di:r::;ctly. The article, 11 The Si:udent 2-3 Nigger 1
' rc~-ised some 

-2y2brows ;:rnd sorr-e discussion, but sup:::'isingly little serious corriment. 
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'l'o pie: 

Arc v;;e so su.r2 fr1;;;.·;: • .. he a::•~icl2 hci.s aoLriing to do wich us th2 . .: we c2~1. simply 

ignore ic.i Cr do we cb.oos,:; -co try and forget. 2;:,out chis lic,.12 biL o.f unple2s2n<:­

ness and go a~ouc. our da.ily cla.ss r-::cbedul.::;s unaff:~cc;;;d; 

I, fo:r 0•1.c, would .rather nae ignore foe i:1asic enwcion of tr1ac 2rticle, ::hac 
is, tb·~ feeling :?.rr1oc1g 3tu·d~;:nts Lha.L :h(.~ faculty is ignoriLlg cb~·:.rr~. l>Jo·c \,ha l. t°(12 

fa cuhy will not a.drr,iL our p.r2 sence; -ch:~y IThlS ., or ~h:~y v1ould no [ ha VB a jo·0. 

On th•::: oc:12:r r1ao.d, d1er8 ar 12 tirrH::s w[1cn one can f0:cl 2. definit•2 Sit»2.:ria:1 wind 

w2.fting fron·, a profos3or 1 s 3~1.oulder wheri appro2,ched with cercain inquiries. 

I will prob2bly be told thac I should w2it until I kt1.0W all of the faculcy n12rrtbers 

oe~t<.~.t, o ... · ch2.·~ the fa.ult migl1.t O•J in Irle. I do nor w2nt LO igao:ce these possiail­

ities, bu·t: t:hs feeling st:ill remains. 

Quic2 f:c;;i_nkly, I was 2 ·:.:_,it disappoint.;d on m.y arciv2l he1·e. I had b.e2.c'd 

th2t s2mit12.:cy would be a. grand cxperi"'c1c:.:: b<::caus.:; it was one pl2ce wh.e:.:e 
eve1·yon;:; lived in one happy community. Well, it rriight be a community 

(2ltb.ougG I would like to s·ee sorr1co :evidence), bu-cit is h.2.rdly one a.nd is 

some~imeJ far from happy. 

In short, there is roon:. fo:r improverrieni:, and not only in my eyes eicher. 
As 00.2 follow studenc rerr"arked the other week, "I wouldn't mind corning 02.ck 

t1eT0 in aboui: cc:n yea.rs. The sc:::min2.ry ought to ·02 pr2tty good by then. 11 

his c:cu;.~: th.·e.ce is roorr1 for irr1proven-12cn. His 21.lso -cn1e: ch.~r2 is ch2nge 
going o ·:i a ·c LT:..~. 

Wh3.t is most irr1portant to students is th2t this ch<:rnge not scop, and cr12.c 

they, a. s s rndents, be allowed i:o tak:c: p2 rt in oringing on this chc. nge. Since 
l·, l."' fo .. '"'""' "'"k-" o; ·,'i·1·~ r-·,'uu.1 :o.n;-.'" ·-·h,,,; .. -·t1"" ch"'•1~·"~ '"'re ·~·:=-1'n7 m="•:l·"' (1··~n 1 '· 1·'·'7) ~ u .1.. l.\..&-'--" i:J{".L......., .... ~l'-' u .......... i..~ L. •.1:.L. l..,... c>... .... t:)C::>=J ci. U- b -~· ._, _. l.. ..... , 

th2i:c opinions ought to be taken i<1to consideration. Vlc have made a. st2.ct wich 
:represencr>tives on the various comn1ittc;2:::;; what we n2ed now is true stud.:mt 

p2n:icip2.clon ic1 chesc con1mictees. Let it bs understood: I b.2,.v2 no radice..l 
ide2_s, I do ooc se;.:: t:ti-:; nec,.::ssi~y for forming 2.ny new comrnitte2s to con-1b2.t 

old on-::s, or ? . .:idit anal corrlmittees ·::c 2.dvance the stud2nt 1 s ideas. Rath.er, I 

::hink ii: would be niost beneficia.l w us;; ~he systerr1 d12.t exists a.nd wo.ck i:h.:ough 

iL. This will cake; tim•e 2.nd pa.cience, ·0uc I believe it: can be done, 2nd rhai: 

change ~ con1e about in tnis wa.y. 
'i'his en.en i::; d-i;:: topic: Lh2t there IT'.USt be change o:r Lhe serr1ina:ry will 

die. This is whai: was stewing io nq ::i:rain 2.s rr~y fingers hove.red over the 

keys. Th·-:: topic that was la,;c i:::; found a.g2.in.: the.ce rr.ust be change. 

And not just any old cha.ng2, out it rnust b-c change th2_t involves srud2nts 

2,nd professors working togei:h8r WWel:."d corr1mon 2ims. This means tha.t the 

fac;.ilty 2od stud;:;ncs rrmst corr12 closer to each other, not only in thos2 2.ims, 

buc 2lso ?S ~uman beings. Perh2.ps then tl1e theological tulips and all the rest 

will hav·e rr1or2 rr.2aning, 2nd th:~ copic will not be lost again. 
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Fi-::)ld Sxa.rns: Ve3£:ige or Value'? 

Tne pa :H few v;e,~ ks r1a ve c·een ei·r:he r exl1ilarating o:.c discouraging, re -
warding or disappoin,L1g, depec1ding on che point of view one has. If on;:; is 
2. atudent who has passed his exa.rns l.l1.e feelings are positive. 1£ one is a 

scuden'C w[10 has not passed, chances are the feelic1gs a.:ce quLe negative. 
I quesdoned che va.lue of these little exercises before I ever [OOk therrc, 

l'low -chat I ha.ve had the dutiious privilege of having beea a. pa.rticipaat, I 
qu~stion their value all the more. '-i./ba.c is i:O be gained £:com fr1ese ex2n1s 
which var·y according to the whims of i:he faculty members involved? 

;::;enainly cbe smdents need to oe aware of what d1ey do not know, out 
the"-'e mus·~ oe a b.ecte.c way of informing them. vV hen six out of seven o:c 
six out of eight persons fail an exam, are Lhe smdents really <1.c fault'? I 
THil'-ll\: l'~OT: ! Rather, mose depanrnents should closely ex2mine i;hem­
selvea, fo:r L: is jus·c possfr;le u1at somehow o:::· sorr,ewhe.ce they have gone 
wrong. 

Another question wr1ich con-::.es into rriy mind is, why all tt1e fu3s about 
nun'lbers? The professors know who the smdent.s c.re. (In one exarrt t:he 
studencs were mld not to use nurr1oers becallse narnes would have to be: used 
la.t.:;.c on anyway.) Can i:his grading be done objectively'? Again, I THINK 
NOT!: 

It is my bumble opinion th.at the hooored Administ:raLion and Faculty 
of LTS should re-evaluate Field Examinations. I believe that if t:hey a:re 

really ho,i.est with therr,selves, they will find tl-1at the exan1s are only Vi::!S­

tiges and have very lit:.le if a.ny value. Vvheth<::L" or noi: they would adn1it 
to this is another quescioo, ,but one can always hope! 

Karen Easterly 

Comprehensive Scuttlebut 

These last comprehensive exci.rr.tinations ha.ve again illuscr·ai.ed Lb.at 

La nca stc..c Semi:i.ary continues to swagger like an a.cademic dru.nk. w· e 

sway b2ck and forth down the paLh of reconciliacion striving to examine 
:ooth integration and corrcpre hens ion. 

The examination ia Church life a.ad \i\lork seeks diligently to tap be 
individual 1 s intc gr a don in th.ree dep2,r cm en ts. There is in::en se emphasis 
placed upon per sona.l feelings, action -reacdon, and in Le srina l fortitude io 
a given hypothetical situation. Tb::ne is only one problem h~re: these per­
sona.l attribu:::es can rarely be tested in a given hypothe"ical situatioG, un­
le,:;s of course one has a.n affinity for fa,ntesy. It a.mazes me that Lhc: per­
sonal one -to-one confrontation that this comprehensive dernands (or depends 
upon) dies at the insignificanc non-direc,~ive starr1p of the a.lrr1ighty gl·ade. 

But chen this is not a unique feature of tl1is compreb.ensive alone. Aside 
from foe se critic isms, il. rr.usc ·oe said -chat this group of professors a tterr1pts 
to 'L'~S'C students as persons. They seerr1 to cake seriously che .ceaDity -chat 
lea.1°ning is exhibited through. conviction and decision, a"1d not through rapid 
rea.ding of crinkled notes 2"1d n1err,ory .r·e~ention. 

The Biblical con1prellensive wa.s p:robaoly the ITlOSt unoiblical way of 
getting a." the subject. The very design of tb.8 ex?.m denied the unin:y of the 
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Testaments and the authority of the Bible: New Testament was in the morn­

ing, Old Test?.ment in the C'lfternoon. But the situation was even tackier th2.n 
all this. The OT section was divided iaw two S8ctions so tnat the scudent 
could respond to foe proper p1:ofossor, and not to the CT di.cectly. There 
seemed to me to·;:,.;:: very litde 2ti-ernpt to integraLe th.e Biblical witness, to 
discover what the place 2.nd authority of the scriptures w<:.re for the student. 
The te3t was so segreg2.ted -~ha;: fois student wonders if each professor in-
volved knew what quescions che others had cornposed. l:...ia.ving finist1ed the .=:hurch 
life and work with its ernpha sis on in.:egr2. cion, ic was a shock w b'; exposed to 
an ex2.n~ which 01-ily picked my reu:;ntion of fa.CLS 2nd bi.:::ilical passages, 2ad bft 
rny thought and belief processes devoid of basis. .=:onceptu::il consuucc.ive 
th.ougln depends on factua.l knowledge, -out where weTe i:tl.e ckncep;,s ses'L;.ed 
;:unidst the crappings of bare fa c '-2nd profe ssion.2.l 0ia.s ·:' 

Unfortun2cely theology 2nd ethics too wer2 segregated. Why? If they 
do rep:i:esenc two different exarn.s than schedule Lhem accordingly. If ~hey cio 
not, rn.en wt:12 t' s che pu.cpose of holding ::hem togethei." feebly wi<:h the s2.me 
tim.:: period? 

ChurclJ. his<.ory rr12kes an a.n:empt 2.t i<1tegration by issuing concrete study 
questions e?_.rly and in face, by dr2.wing upon them. 'lhis comp also adds a 
unique qua.lity ;o t~'!sting philosophy -- it seeks to tes~ wh2 c th.e students know 
and not necess2,:rily whac the professor knows the srndeni; should know. Le.st 
year cad this year rr;,c_ny questions w<~l"e offered from which the student h?d 
a choice. Certainly limited choice was given in the .~beology 3.nd in the biblic2l 
con1p only New 1"est2.rr1enc offered such a choice. Th2t is if you.consider answer-. 
ing two ou~ of three queslions a choice(one questioo was usually compulsory in 
all c2ses). AUerr1pts, of course were designed to overcorr1e this limirntion; 
these quc:3tions were so broad th2.t a. 2500 word paper wouldn't suffice. ~,urely 

the professor h2 .. s the privilege:; to h.~rbor pet interests 2nd to pursue them. 
But only totes~ these is nr:tr:;:ow 2.nd pL;tencious. Perhaps the whole experience 
can be sun1m.ed up briefly with a_ qu.:;st on. Are the comprehensives 2. re -run 
of fin2_l exams in I.he basic (cor~) cou1·ses or do they :represenc some .. hing 
beyond this? EJ St:uc·dt 
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PERiIAPS 
Erian Jonson 

Was it today, tomorrow or yesterday tlrnt I came here? Fhat a stupid 
question. Of course it was yesterday! ~ut, no, yesterday is in the past 
and in the past I wasn't h''!re. In tr:e past I thought of coming here. I at 
times dreaded it and again I lookej forward to it. 

America: that wonderful place. The land of opportunity anc freedom, 
of affluence and equality. The land flowing with milk ancl honey; the promised 
land. Sure America is a great place. Eere you can live on products whicl1 
are entirely home-groim. You can vary your climate to one that suits you 
,,rithout leaving the country. America could be besieged and survive. And 
in America you could get lost -- lost in location, lost in humanity, lost in 
mind: and nobody could find you. Here is your opportunity -- become isolated, 
cop out, become a lmm, be a success -- no, you have to know somebody or be 
somebody to do that (just like home). 

Eut, of course, here you have freedom. Freedom to ask a cop the way, anJ 
as you wall~ up to him you can watch 1,ds hand close around his gun or night­
stick. Freedom to say that you don't agree, ~ut not in public or you'll he 
bca te11 up or shot. Freedom to converse T,7i th your friends over a quiet beer 
~ut of course, first you have to risk your life on foreign soil. 

IIere i~; the land of affluence, where bums can stand in the door of 
large skyscrapers and try to eke out a living of the passers-by hurrying 
from their second car to their city home. It is an affluent country 
provided you have money. An~ everybody has an equal chance to have money. 
Everybody has an 2qual chance at everything. !Jut don't try to prove it 
or you have an equal chance of dying. All men are born equal -- helpless, 
and all. lien remain equal, unless you come from a better b:td:ground in 
which case you are superior. 

How do I know? I came here. Hut when did I come? Yesterday? -- no, 
yesterday I dreamed of it. Today? -- no, today is not true; today I live a 
life no different from that at home. So I must have come tomorrow. That's 
it, I came tomorrow, and tomorrow I can say I went to America and knew its 
benefits. J3ut what of yest2rd.'ly and today? 'Pell, yesterday I will go and 
fulfill my dream, but today is nowh,cre it just happens. 

Ai·:.i EXPRESSION OF A STUDP~T 
Fob Stone 

Once more in our ,;liberated" Seminarian we have the old issue raised 
of the persecuted students and tyrants callee. faculty. An enlightened 
leader called Gerald ~arber wants to t'ike on the straw men called authority. 
Eow terrible authority is. Oh, how ve are to hate this dragon. It is 
always used so wrongly. Authority uses ''murderous glances,,. Authority is 
trying to keep order in the classroom. Authority is like "Auschwitz.' 
Authority i1as not had a reason for havin3 authority. Authority tries to 
screen out rebels. 

/,,.ft er considering what this refined man has to say, I can see that he 
really has a valuable sug?,estton: 'Students you should run your school. 1 ' 

Now, if this brave soul has so much guts, then let him set up one. 'There 
is the courage of his verbal diarhea? T;ut, :1e won1 t lift his hand to start 
his educational par::i.dise, and do you know why? It is because it is to much 
easier to criticize something that is trying than to try yourself. If he set 
up a school, :-,e would have to set up some kind of authority and all of you 



10 

l:now how bad that is. llle vould also :1ave to s:J.y ''Yes" instead of saying 
·;~Jo" all the time. Tltis poor soul has a poop cross~·mys. Someone take him 
to a doctor. 

:~y I suggest to the one ~10 included this article in our paper: If 
you really thinl~ that this paper has something to offer, then stop insulting 
your readers intelligence. 

TT1E PLA"J 

Steve s::ick (from Crozer Seminary) 
In this ;_;ri0f article I s!:all take t~Je opportunity to express what I 

consider to be th'.:! salient strengths and wea}:nesses of the present Crozer-­
Lancaster Plan- or, if you prefer, the Lancaster~crozer Plan. 

Since it is more glorious to praise t".ian to condemn, I shall begir. with 
one of the outstan~ing opportunities available to all those willing to partake 
in this "creative' program. As •,1e all .know the most highly acclaimed benefit 
is the "bonus' three hour, non-cr~dot course in . '.inistry to P.oads". Of 
coursethis adde~ incentive is not gained easily. Simpl~ participation 
in a s~mestcr' s program is insufficient preparation, rather one 1~mst complete 
three semesters, or a total of one lrnndred and fourty-four ()41~) hours of 
commutin3. It is felt after that time the student should have mast2red the 
basic skills, wl-.ich will enable him to minister to the concrete related needs 
of our times. That is, h'~ should be able to recognize and identify at le2st 
l'lalf of the farms lletween Lancaster and Crozer; and be able to recall the 
slogans of t~e most o~trusivE hill-~oards~ and be able to reconstruct, in 
r0lief map form, the geogr2p~1ic hills, rills, and valleys. -:C:ut above i:J.ll this, 
h;.:- must demonstrate a deep 2mphatic concerr, for the w1Hl being of Roads. 
As one who has successfully completed these requirements, I would like to 
mal-:.e testimony to the potential mie.istrial value of such stur1ies. I am, 
however, awa:i.~ing the ~~mergence of a qualified prof.3ssor to administer the test­
and record th12 results upon my transcript (as of this time I ha.ve not been 
approached by either administration). 

I began my internship to th2 concrete byways in the fall of )967. 
Since I was plc:.nninr, to do further study in the '1istory of religions, I was 
most please~ to have the opportunity to study at Lancaster under Dr. John 
Noss. T>,:::rc were, l:owever, certain difficulties which became apparant before 
the class of that first terr.1. As 612 winter weather ap:iroache.~, tb..c; Roads 
were confronted with a series of identity crises :md it was thercforenecessary 
that I d2vote more and more of my nastoral skills to their irrm1ediatc needs. 
There were times when clear schizophrenic patterns developed and one could 
hardly distinguish betveen their true identity as P.oads, and their fantasies 
of being rivers or s1.d. slopes. At this time I F.'.lS forced to make a major 
decision, could I in such a time of crisis de.vote myself to academic studies, 
or was I to .::'..irect my Christi.an commitment ot the more pnactical need '!)resented 
by the Roads. I c:m claim no exceptional altruistic capacity, for it was an 
unconscious descision which eventually forced me to become primarily concerned 
with thQ Roads anc. t[1e crisis whit.ch t"o.ey were now f1cing. I can remember ')eing 
distractGd many times from the class room lectures rmd discussions by such 
thoughts as -- Fould the concrete friends become more scrdzophrenic before I 
could get back to minister to them? Thus it was that during this introduction 
to P.03.ds I dev1:loped an abiding concern for their well being, a concern which 
was to transcend tiu! more theoreticnl discussions and class room rhetoric. 
This preoccupation with P.oads became even greater when my academic wore at 
Lancaster was no lon8er of my own choosing, but rath~-::r the •,,,ill of the gods. 
'.Je need dwclJ. no lonfer upon the obvious virtues of this ''bonus' offering of 
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Hinistry to Rosds. Let it suffice to say that for this writer the newly 
acquired sensitivity for Roads 11ms a contributing factor to the attitudes 
which were · ~J.,arding the Crozcr-Lancastr;;r Plan. 

As any professor of C11u:i.:ch ;_·3.stiory \;1ill tell, the fa.ilun~s of the past 
should test:i_fy to the ;1cr:;ded ,Jire:.tion of the futur2,. Tilus it is that uE: 
consi~2r one of the land2ar~d in the history of the Crozer-Lancaster Plan, 
Le., the Hass Hiddler I·~i,-;ration of J96J. This, as will be remembered was 
the result of a ''spontaneousri interest on the {latt of Croze!" ~-fiddlers to take 
one of the Christiau E2.uca.tion offerings at Lancaster. l1otivated by durress, the 
Crozersturients entered the class room vrit:'.1 what we might call a 11 less than 
enthusiastic attitude". I shall speak quite candidly at this point regarding 
what I deem to be the general attitude ·which Crozer students held regarding 
Lancaster serilinarians. These judgments, it is hoped~ will contribute to a 
potentially creative relationship. 

Before the Crozer students departed on their first excursion to Lancaster 
it was generally felt that we were going ,;out into the wilderness'!, and we 
all prayed (at least those so theologically inclined) , that there would be 
soem mana there. The resulting sojourn demonstrated to us that the wilderness 
was not totally filled with dead wood, although, as at Crozer, its presence 
was obvious. It was wi_th this new awareness that many instructive. and dynamic 
friendships developed during that semester. Yet, in spite of this, it became 
apparent that 2 fundamental difference in orientation did exist beuw2em 
the two schools, i.e., that of a rural and urban orientation. This basic 
orientational difference could, I believe, be cited as the major distinction 
between the two student bodies. 

Although it i:::: always dangerous to generalize from the spec:i.fic} I shall 
with this re.s2rvation demonstrate these t·.,ro distinct world views. Cne particular 
class session in Christian Edueation stands out in my mi.nd, and also, I am 
sure in the minds of many Crozer stud;:;nts. It was shortly after the murder of 
Hartin Luther lZing, ancl the clz.ss was quite appropriately refledting upon the 
loss which we all haJ suff'""reli£ the discussion moved from the immediate tragedy 
to the broader aspects cf our "cultural illness," one Lancaster student made 
c. comment which I fear I shall n<2ver forget. In reflecting upon his environ­
menal setting he st1ted that there existed no major social injustices where 
he lived, and that he:. considered the whole discussion as making a mountain out 
of the proverbial mo.le hill. It was he2rtening to observe some of his own 
fellow students retort to his naive statement. But i.n spite of the rebutal ~· 
QUd the 2xceptions to 2ny generalization, I believe the case in point is to some 
degree indicative of a perv2sive attutude. Having been raised in a rural area, 
I would be the first to recognize that the problems are dHfferent, yet to say 
that they do not exist is ludicrous. And to imply, as was done, that they are 
not the concern of the Hiniste.r, is basicly unchristian. 

I c.m sure that the more socially aware student, and esp.=.:cially some of my 
personal frie;:~ds at Lancaster, will think that I am doing them and/or their 
='snin:;,ry -~n in ju::__: tic8, It ~~ c2rs tho., t thi::: i:~a di£f'oronce of t.wo 

student populations, :-Jhile theologi~al differences are implicit in what has just 
been said, they do appear to be secondary to the social factor. If we can agree 
that the basic commitment is to the implimentation of broth:3rly love and social 
justice, then all theological speculations will be shown to be relatively 
insignificant. 

Eaving stated the positive value of 11:-iinistry to J:',oads ., , and having 
recongized th2 major "\i'eakness created by two distinct social orientations, I 
would in closing like to emphatically affirm the valuable friendships which I 
have been privileged to make ::imong Lancaster seminarians, This is perhaps the 
greatest single benefit frcm the relationship b2twe.en the two semin2.ri2s, and 
in no way do I consider it cf minor importance to my seminary experience. 
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AN INVEST1•:=NT OF SOUL 

Larry Buss 

11Academic freedcm'' is a phrase: which has generally been reserved for the 
right cf a professor to teach the truth as he sees it, using his m·m methods, 
according to his own discretion. Now it is the student who is clairning a share 
of this freedom as his right to explore the truth as it is most i:ne.aningful 
to him. Education is 2 valuable investment, not only is it costly in terms of 
tuition, but in terms of the time and energy G. student spends to achiev':! his 
gosls. Today education is power, it's life. It's too valuable to play 
around with it. The d2mand of students to h<:.V•O! a right to shape their own 
destiny is no small claim. 

Those who h~ve done most of the writing of policy and inequities in the 
system at this institution arc not by nature th~ rebels~ but the serious 
students who have t2kcn this investment in education es a matter of supreme 
importance. 

The so called freeing-up of curriculum, and the increased involvement of 
students on committees gained its impetus from the faculty. Many faculty 
members have b,::;come increasingly morE: sensitive to student problems. nThe 
Seminarian" is tctc:.lly unccmsured. What more could be asked for? What is the 
gripe of these. students uho murmur togf:ther at coffe;;:-brcak? 

Although our faculty and administration is enlightened and liberal, 
there seems to be a pervasive discont~nt all the way around. Perhaps the 
element that is missing is nsoul 11

• Theo Black Power movement has encouraged us 
in other ways, pc:rhaps we can learn something from thi.s side of their movement. 
Everything is nicely freed-up around here but there is still a sense of being 
desolate. 

~fuen a student acts like e. machine to be: programed, or an empty skull 
to 1:ie · fill12d; or e.. boltl to be ttff:1.ed, there is simply no other way of relating 
to him than by dumping or twisting. What I have found missing (except for a 
few instances) is a passion for learning. There is no other WJ.Y for a. professor 
to relate to a desolate student tb.an =i.s a dispassionate mechanic~ and so we 
reinforce each other in this lifel2ss machine we c::.11 education. 

Some students are afraid to challenge a professor on an idea. Let it be 
known that it is those studcmts who havt:: done th2 most challenging 2.nd question-· 
ing who also have th(! greatest respect of students and faculty. Th2y at least 
have caused some d.2grc:s of alertness. A professor has every right to make his 
viewpoint as strong as possiblE:, and in fact, has the obligation to propound 
it with conviction and passion. A student's freedom to challenge consists of 
his obligation to sc.:riously be seE:king the truth. This means work and internal­
ization of the disciplines, and of discipline. It is not the student rebles 
who attain academic freedom, but th<; serious questioners. 

The field cx.ciminations which have been held up to serious scrutiny 
recently, certainly serve no worthwhil,:: function in education. They are born 
out of distrust. Th2 ·prof0ssor says, :•r doubt you ret:.1ined 2.ll those golden 
drops of wisdom which fell from my lips; 11 and you try to prove that you did, 
or can at least find them somewtrere in your notcs. Sometimes the prof8ssor 
wins, sometimes you do. A silly ga.me I think! Besides showing you how to deal 
with tension and anxiety they cert::dnly scrv~: no worth>1hil2 educational 
purpose. Furthermore the time wastc:d on exhuming all these tid-bits of 
information could be put to more purpose.ful use: several more books could be 
read, social involve:m2nt, thinking, '2tc. Such games would be unnecessary if a 
mutual re:spect for our common goal could become a conviction in the passionate 
search for understanding. 
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SOUL: 

The fact remains that this is not the case, so notes and pledges on noadings 
are required by soma professors. Is this distrust of the students' desire 
to learn? Indeed it .is! And, sorrm1fully, we must admit, it is not ungrounded. 
Bonhoeffer was not entirely right. Not all men have come of age: as much as 
others, We may :1ave given up the authority figure of God, but we cling to 
several others. Academic freedom does not consist of lying down on the floor 
and holding our breath until we're blue in the face, but it is a freedom to 
I!lature r2spons:ibly. lTh<:-11 the student h.?.s come of age, he can tell his professor, 
"You' re; wroag" ! with conviction and resp~2ct. Hhen the professor has come of 
age he can defend his view without feeling thruatened or he can admit that 
he is falle.bl.::. 

When we are ready to tab:: se.riously th2 value of the investment we all 
have in educati.on, we can stop playing our silly mechanistic games with one 
another. Today, education is life; it must be treated with the seriousness 
which is its due. But education is joy, it consumes our whole 2nergy~ its 
Soul. 
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FIELD EXAMS? 

The ancient ritual of giving field exams has been enacted once again and the 
results have been more than disasterous for some of those who were involved, Al­
though numerous progressive seminaries have chosen to omit this very distasteful 
ceremony, Lancaster Theological Seminary in its progressive efforts have once again 
failed to recognize that competency cannot in any positive manner be judged through 
the questions which are asked by some professor or by taking a course which will 
supposedly make a person a competent minister. The word has circulated that certain 
professors felt sorry about the results of the exams which were given, Perhaps they 
should turn their sorrow toward themselves and evaluate whether it is more important 
to be completely seperated from the world due to their academic zeal, or whether 
they should stop patting themselves on their backs and start seeing what the world 
really needs and really wants! I am not undercutting the value of academics and 
the need for this seminary to obtain and maintain certain standards, but I am 
speaking out against the almost obsessive urge on the part of some faculty and 
some students that the only way to communicate is through the knowledge of irrele­
vant academics and the taking of exams which are, to begin with, nothing but void, 
Lancaster Theological Seminary has an 80% top notch program; now it should be 100{6, 

Let us now turn to the problem of these latest exams and those which will 
probably, but hopefully will not, follow them. Basically they are testing for a 
knowledge which any competent student can find, with the exception of the practical, 
in either his home library or a public library. However, to pass the field exams, 
the conscientious student has systematically studied all of his past notes and 
crammed them into his head, only to rewrite them for another determining grade, 
Now I ask you, Mr. Faculty, is the showing true competency, or is not the student 
more competent by having a knowledge of any given material from the classroom and 
being able to have recourse to this knowledge by knowing where to .!'ind it? 

There should be a distinction made between the type of student and the type of 
program Lancaster Theological Seminary ha.3, If this seminary is to have a truely 
open curriculum, then it should cater both to the student who Wishes to go straight 
academic and to the student who is vitaly concerned with the parish ministry and its 
associated fiPlds. I would submit to the student body and the faculty in general, 
that there be a Conscientious Curriculum Objection Program which would entitle the 
student to omit those courses which are sincerely and deeply felt with a certain 
amount of kno-wJedge to be of little or no value in his present or future profession, 

Die to the large mortality rate of these past several field exams, perhaps a 
neutral student and faculty connnittee should ta~e an in depth and very questioning 
look into, not only the questions on the field exams, but what exactly the professor 
is demanding on a field exam, Perhaps a re-evalu!l.tion is in the future for the past 
set of exams and especially for those who did not pass them, Perhaps a board of 
appeal is in vogue, 

Finally, I wouJcl achocate that concentrated pressure be placed on certain merr,.­
bers of the faculty, by both the student body and the faculty, for the omiting 0£ 
the fieJrl oxams in church history and theology, The faculty should be willing to 
s:it clown in conference with all interested students and negotiate a settlement of 
the above issue, If this cannot bring results, then it would be urged that the 
student body, beginning with the next field exams, refuse to take part in those 
exams, other than the Biblical or the Practical, both of which should be completely 
in English. 

Obviously we are not reacM.ng the goal which the field exams were :rrieant to 
measure, if indeed competency of an individual can be determined through the 
answering of select questions which are crammed for. In the place of field exams, 
it would seem more worthwhile to demand a religiously oriented thesis or a written 
field exam of the student's choice which would be much more demanding on the student 
or just an oral exam on the subject chosen by the student and the professor, 

I wish to learn from the faculty and gain from their knowledge and experiences, 
Providing I remain a sincere and dedicated student, the faculty has no right to judge 
my passing or failing of seminary, and in part, a whole life's profession by sub­
mitting me to select questions on a field exam, If you insist on this then allow 
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EXAMS: 

me twenty years in the field and alllo the right to test you. 
I in no way have written this to be degrading of Lancaster Theological Seminary 

or its professors, as for the most part they have shown real concern and insight 
into the student body and the Christian Faith. I am only raising questions as 
to how much power, if any, the·seminary has in determining whether a person is com­
petent or not through a course or courses or through some or all of the field exams. 

-Jerard Jordan 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

CREATIVE ENTirr-~ 

The sound of rain beating on my window sill­
'The echo of the wind blowing gently past. 
A murm~r that vibrates from tired dry lips, 
And a chill that sends me far into despair. 

Is it a thing of chance or predestination 
That robs me of sleep as it aches my bones? 
Gnawing my marrow as it shakes my frame. 
The fury burns until it shatters reality, 
Bringing calm at last to life's impetuous sea, chordata. 

The glimmering rays of sun penetrating a crust of earth­
Unveiling her who has long been hidden, or never claimed. 
Touching life that has been bead-
Bringing back memories long forgotten. 

Then I recall the laughter, the joy and tears of sorrow, 
Which foretell the tale of a long lost yesterday, 
It is now, I have recaptured the whisper of vitality­
But in the very same moment, it flees my grasp 
Even into tomorrow where all is faint and dimly lit-
Struggling desperately to recall the yesterdays, todays and tomorrows. 

There she soars effortlessly unquestionably superb, 
The whisper of tranquility transcending the essence of life, 
Embracing the tangible and untouchable spheres-
For in dying she lives and in living she must die, 

The whispering echo as she faintly moves on 
To her new destiny that beckons her from afar. 
Yet she makes her abode with those who dare 
Explore the realm of sound, the whisper ••• 
Within the dimension of sensuality, the touch,,. 
Where she forms the miracle of creativity. 

Making something out of nothingness, yielding perfection. 
I can vaguely recollect its resting place! 
Though se6.!'1 through life's million eyes-
Its omnipresence suppressed by our infinite minds, 
Only to be reborn in the marvelous world of creative entity, 

- Norwood McTootle 
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ST REAM OF CONSCIOUS 

Several weeks ago, on November 20th, tragedy in the form of secularization 
struck upon tho student seminary corrmmnity and was accepted by that same comr:mnity 
in a most apathetic, non-questioning manner. I am referring specifically to the dis­
continualling of those few moments of either silent or spoken prayer which began the 
evening meal in the seminary refractory, The argu..'Tlents which lead to th.is most un­
fortunate decision on the part of the Lancaster Seminary Student Community Counsel 
were simply the whims of one Franklin and Marshall Student who contended that prayer 
of any form before the evening meal was curtailing his religious freedom and thus 
subjugating him to others; that the evening prayer was offensive to those Jewish 
men who were present and that Jesus stated in JV'Jatthew 6:6 "But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou has shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." 
Let us now look more closely into each of these statements. First, were our friend's 
religious rights being taken away from him? Perhaps in open prayer his rights were 
being hindered, but in silent praye- · absolutely no religious freedorlis were taken 
from him. If the seminary students "SO desired an open verbal prayer, he nor any 
one else has to be present right at five-thirty when dinner was served. Our F and 
M friend has co11veniently forgotten the fact that he also has the right not to show 
up at those eirents which do not please him, Secondly, perhaps once again, we would 
be offenJj_ug the Jewish population that eats with us by praying verbally, but surely 
we A.re not offending them if we have a moment of silent prayer, They also have the 
right to come after the silent or verbal prayer has been offered, Finally, the 
scripture which was quoted, was taken out of context to serve the rather dubious 
needs of a specific student who al though he ea ts in a public ea ting place (only on 
the graciousness of the seminary is it a public eating place) he is still a guest, 
along with all of the other F and M students, of Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
What Jesus was saying in JV"Jathew 6:6 was that he did not condemn public worship, but 
if you are self-conscious when you bow your head publicly, then you should pray in 
a closet, Tii.ere should be no actions in public prayer which would indicate play­
acting, 

We should be ashamed of ourselves as seminarians and fubure ministers of the 
word of God, to allow the very soul of our religion to be taken from us by our 
guest, Once again in this action we have allowed secularism to divorce man from 
his ultimate meanings. Jesus taught us as Christians to pray for illumination, for 
companionship with God and for power of knowledge of our faith. Let us now, once 
again rally .to our God and support our faith by giving rebirth and fresh hope for 
at least a silent prayer before our evening meal. Our guest or any of us do not 
need to attend this moment of silence, but through faith in God, we owe this moment 
to God, 

If you are for a renewal of silent prayer before the serving of the main meal, 
there will be a pGtition directed to the Student Community Council hanging outside 
the cloak room in thG academic building, Show your support of God and sign it, 

-Jerard Jordan 



l7 

STORY 

There was a man who had two sons, and the younger of them said to his father, 
"Give me the share of property that falls to me." And he divided the assets of 
the family business between them. Not many days later, .the younger son gathered all 
he had and traveled to a foreign country, There he invested his money unwisely, and 
gained a reputation for his many acts of charity. Nevertheless, the people were 
greatly oppressed there, Because his goodness had given the populace hope that 
things could be better, a revolution broke out, which was put down by the harshest 
of means. In order to take the people's attention from their miseri$s, the author­
ities arrested the young foreigner and made him a scapegoat, though he was innocent. 
After a show trial, he was sent to prison, There he watched the scorpions feeding 
on roaches, and ho would gladly have fed on roaches too; but, he was too weak and 
too slow to catch them. But when he came to himself he said, "How many of my 
father's hired laborers have bread enough and to spare; while I perish in this 
dungeon! I must escape and go to my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your day laborers'" And he arose and took heart and managed to 
escape. He went immediately to his father. But while the young man was yet at a 
distance, his ~a ther saw him, and was troubled, for he was a very old man, He was 
going to a retirement home, and because he had signed over all his property to the 
home, he did not have any money to celebrate, And his son said to him, "Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son." And the father said to him, "I am very old, Tomorrow I go to the Happy 
Years Home, The house was sold two months ago; now another family has bought it 
and will move in by next Wednesday," 

Now his older son had taken possession of the family business, and moved it to 
San Francisco. tlhen he heard that his younger brctb.er had come home, he hastened to 
his father. When he arrived at Happy Years Home, he asked an attendant about all 
the noise coming from his father's room. And the attendant said to him, "Your 
brother has returned and your father is moaning because he can no longer succor him." 
But he was angry that his father should show such favoritism, and would not go in, 
So his father came out, and entreated him; but he answered, "All my life I suffered 
fol;' the family business. How many sacrifices I have made without complaining, until 
now. Yet, you never gave me the recognition of tears, But when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured fully half of the family business with his do-gooder schemes 
in some barbaric country, you blubber and moan over his as you never did for me." 
And his father said to h:L11, "Son, you shall always have the security of the family 
business, It was fitting to lament for your younger brother, for he was innocent; 
yet he was punished, His very goodness has become the occasion of horrible suffer­
ing for those he wanted to help, Cry with us, not for him, but for those who curse 
the day he did them kindness." 

-Carl Mitchell 

*~* * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

THE HUMAN CHAIN CODE 

I am a member of the chain of hwnanity, comprised of many diverse 
links. I promise always to remember that each link is a link to life 
and all the endeavors of man of the past, present and future, Reali­
zing that no chain can be stronger than its weakest link, I shall 
forever strive to be aware of the bonds which bind, the shackles ·which 
loosen and the lives of others upon whom wa all depend for the dura­
bility of existence and projection, . I hereby pledge myself to the 
fellowship of communication within the bonds of linkage which herewith 
binds me perpetually as a link in the great chain of humanity, 

-Norwood McTootle 
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ru-.:-· .. -- - - , -- 0- D" 
i _;_U:,l\_;_j 1 :.J G- ; 

God i::-s in lliotory :;:-ffoctin,~_-_; E'-:n 1 
;__, rJC'.lvation, He ic in 

cre0,tion 1 in Ad~:un L1nd Ev2 1 in lfo;_~,}1) in idn~-~Jmm cmd in 5CLr~1h~ in 
LjCk:,c and in Jo.cob 1 in l·:Zoc20 5 in L~cd.::ch cmc1 in Ju1100 1 in tho law and 
in the prophets 1 in the crcLdlG of Bothl8hsru 1 ;_1nd on the croc:o .:J.t 
CCl.lv0,ry o But God ic not only in :::.mciont hir:;tory o He ic in mo darn 
hi:::;tory o..c well -- in the Reformntioni in the nciline:; of I'Io,rtin 
Luther' ~J ninety-fiva therJes to tho door of Co.c:tle Church in 'di tten­
b er::- 1 in the three in tr-spid li ttl.:: no.ilbon to of Christopher 
Coluu1buo 1 in Africa' o bold ;::;tep into the tvH:mtieth century 1 in the 
h;:1llc of th~; United No. tiono v-rl1Gre men 0,re tryin~s to lecl.rn the cro.y 
art of oho1).tinc D,t one Gnother inoteCl.d of the black ctrt of chootinc 
at on2 Zlnother 1 in todu.y'c; humcm .._;,ffairo, conferanco roomo 1 m3.rket­
IJ1.:J.cec; 5 ci.nd croscroads o God io not oim:ply Thore cmd Then o God is 
Here and Now-, tho ,·_reo.t 1 ;i I o.m thn t I llm

1 
;i beyond hiDtory 1 before 

hictory 1 over history 1 under lliutory, cmd in hi::;tory, And Christ's 
r:ooix:l of r8dc;rnption, hie ~;ood now:::; of :Jnlvation 1 c=cme not only to 
the ohephGrdo in the Judnern-1 hillo in o..n G_-:_;n~ricm world two thousand 
1rro:···r~ ""0 Hi' c< ~'0'"'J 0 l h·•r< COll11° to tl1i· r·' c,,. ___ ,,,, ·•lc·o V VL.., >.J 1 .. 1,,~ .. ' o U :___, U_L '-"" LlW ""-" U 1..-V~_) _, L.I,, 1--1 <· 

Hi~Ttory irJ not ju:-~:t oomothinc 1..mpLc;nDo.nt tho..t ha1:1p2no to other 
folko. Hictory hO..)J!C:mc to everybody. And hiDtory io now happeninc:; 
to you cmd He_ There iu no ju:Jtifico..tion for our ctcmdin __ : here 
chuff line our feet ~1.nd wrin:,in~ our hnndo nnc1 cry inc. and cut tine 
oursc1vec; v:i th knives c:.nd nourotic:.J,lly huntin.-_,,- ccap::.-\_:oo.to, God io 
in hictory. Our oovc:;r.:.;i::n God io in hictory effecting mLl.n' ::.: 
c;::i,lvntion; Qnd Christio.nD ou_)1t to fG2l CL wonderful security, a 
gloriouo li"'.~orty i and CL peCLce thGt pGuoec et.11 underutc.mclin~, in thio 
knowled~;e. Ao tlrc; wind;_:; of chan:_;e blov.r th,::dr devnst2 tine__ fury 
o.croDc tlL fzw0 of c:.1,ll the ·~c:.irth, lot uo trust the God Fho is in 
hi;3tory i for He iD in our hir_;tory o.lc;o. If vre .::Lre true to God 9 He 
>Nill not foro.::::iJrn uc; c:.nd if we o.r_:; not true to Him, no amount of 
histrj_onicc will throw tho Houndu o:f Hecwc:m off our tr0,il., 

. .'hor._; i:J God? God io in ChrLJt r<)concilin.-__' th,J '.rorld uni. 
Himr:rnlf, To cccy tr.at God io in Chrict L:: to ciffirm thct Jeouo 
Chric;t 01)_r Lord io the '.Jard by whom tl12 worlds wero mo,dei the L&mb 
slain from th-" :foundc.Ltion of th8 world, the 1\iessiGh of' Old Testament 
prophecy,· ir._ tho iullnosc; of time a perfect m.::mi .::md the Author, 
;:-->uctc~inor 9 c.md FinicJhl:_:r oi' our fct.i th., To s~·~y that God in Chriut 
is reconcilinG tho world to Himoolf ic to suy tho.t Christ'o recon­
ciling \!Ork iG pQot 9 present, and future. It ic past in the senoe 
tho.t Chri:::;t h2~::; r;:,;concilod the:: beli2vin~~ ~1innor and thu heavenly 
1!1athor It i0 pr·:J::-rnnt in the ;Juno(:; thc:d men, throw_:7h Chriot 1 are 
b Ginc; r::oconciled to their eotrcmc;c:lc1 frnnilieo, oeimro. ted par en to 1 

diotru,stinc children, cn1.d 0,lienctted fellovniien, It is future in the 
cense th::J.t we shall know complota conformj_ty to Christ Yvho loves 
uc: and :·~ewe HiILu:;elf for U!J. Jeouu Christ iu not juot Kin_:__: of Kincf:. 
cmd Lord of Lordo in Ho.ndcl' s :;~-cossio.h. ;i He is Kine of Hichurd 
Ni:::-:on cmd Lord of I.Tew ToG-Tl.m,;, Ho is Kine; of 'i:'illio.m Buckley and 
Lord of ~ldridce Cleaver. 

Our "17'10rld h<:10 hc-~d o. ~~rec~t L-111 cmd not c.11 o:f the Froe World's 
horc;ec; or ~:-,11 of Commu .. nicm' 2 men c2n r:mt it tocether '--L:_)J.in, , This 
ic the vrnrk of Go c1 Yvho is in Chri::;t rsc:oncilin th;:; -vvorlc1 unto 
Himself" 

\~here i:J Gcd? God io in church. In r.Io.tthew 16~18 we read, 
ilQn this rock I will bu:Lld my church c.nd the :<J.tec of hell ohall 
not ·::;revail 8.-'_';clinst it.;; ,<::;ain in Ephec.:i0,ns 5: 25, Paul oGyc thCLt 3 
11 Chrlot loved the c::hurch and ~'.·avo Himoolf for it 11 To say that 
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i'.rl~:~R:2 I'.:3 GOD?: 
God 0-nd Hi,s (Too,t ,salvation is one thin~'. and church niembershi}J 
is qui:ts another thin~~, i e, mere oi-.;tionctl ma ttor f'or incb.vidualo to 
take or le<C:i.V8 1 it to in.j oct into rDVE3c:.led r2lic;ion an ulement of 
individunli;Jm i.vhich fractures thG Goo11"?l c1:ad f'ra,:_:,Tnonto th8 New 
Testament.. The church ic: the body o:f Christ, the bride of' Chriot, 
the buildinc; of Chri:Jt. It ~Lo tho ecclosio. of God diotin:_::uished 
by fellowc;hi:p; service, cmd ~Jroclt2nmtTon--== koinonio., c1inconio.i and 
kerye~rnu. -- brotherinc·; hDlpin::_;i 2:.nd pre.c>,chin::~- ---As n·e".l~st have 
·cCb.rnmunity or be less them man, so Christiane must hc;,ve tho church 
or be les:3 than the people of God. 

Christio.nity m;\-rnt be c1emo~'l::::;tr~.Lted before it is declared) it 
nm,st he dor12 be:t'ore it can be te:mcht; it mu.st be Ilrr.1cticed before 
it i::-:; preo.cl'H3d. If the church memberr3 of today care more about 
':;leepin::; lc·,te or more ;J.bout coffee cliques tho.n they do about the 
conmn.mi ty in •ircr,ship, it mo.y well bo the,t it is because they are 
reflectinc the attitude which io evident at this ueminary. \~, who 
D.re to be :futl,,ITC .s11GpherdJJ) rlill hc:.we no rea.son to bewsil the sheep 
who do not f'inc1 their w:..~y to the fold if vve co.nnot find the way 
ou._r;.~elves o 

0hore is GoJ~ G0d jg in history; God is in Christ; God is 
al;:-w in rli.1..Lrch. 

ll'1.vic1 I'. ,Si e~·f'ried 
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A STA'rBl>1.Gi~T 0:81 EDI'ruitIAL 
POLICY OF ~HE SEhI~ARIAN 

The ~eroinarian will print any article whicb is sitned 
b;y its-author:- The inclusion of an article in this 
paper does not indicate the agreement of the editorial 
staff. If an article is omitted from this sheet it 
is because by a unanimous ddcision of the editorial 
staff the article was Sden to have no r2deeming 
theological, philosophical, social, or literary 
value. Each individual contributor is responsible for 
the content of bis own article. If interested parties 
are in particular agreement with a given article they 
will indicate this fact by giving the paper permission 
to rrint their names as endorsees. (This policy was 
unanimously adopted by the Seminarian editorial staff 
Janua1 y 28, 1969.) -----------



21 

Our Slecial thanks to Rich 
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the production and editorial 
staff of this paper for this · 
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/' 

:'.: 
~ 
II> 
Q 

-.!; 

J1 

Editorial staff: 
Larry E. Buss 
Rich Christensen 
Glen IVioyer 

Contributors: 
L. Buss 
F. Irion 
K. Easterly 
B. Jonson 
J. Jordon 
N. iv1c 'I'o o t le 
G. Moyer 
c. Mitchell 
S. Shick 
D •• Siecrried 
R. Stone 
E . .Stoudt 
R. Stoudt 

c. Goguts (art) 

)1 A 


