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For the Messenger.
PROCEEDINGS OF Wf.ST PENNSYLVANIA 

CLASSIS.
We have just been fu rni>hed with extract 

from the minutes of the pioceedings of this 
classis at its last annual meeting in Pittsburg 
from which we copy the following reports. .

Tuesday—morning at 9 o'clock.
1. The Committee on the state of Religion 

reported as follows:
From the reports of the ministers and depu­

ties it appears, that in general much cheering 
evidence of the progress of Religion, and (he 
extension of Christs kingdom has been experi­
enced in our churches; that peace and harmo­
ny prevails throughout the congregations con­
nected with this Classis: that the gospel is 
preached in its puritv, the sacraments are ad­
ministered agreeably to the appointment of 
Christ and his apostles, and that according to 
external appearances the church is florishing 
and increasing. We have therefore great rea­
son to rejoice, and say : ‘‘The Lord hath done 
great things for us.” To many congregations 
have been added a considerable number of 
members. New congregations have been form ■ 
ecl,—and many which lor want of ministers or 
other causes, had ahijost been destroyed, have 
been again collected and animated with new 
Zeal. In many congregations an earnest de­
sire for more frequent preaching,and a greater 
liberality towards the institutions of our church, 
is manifested. But the committee would not 
conceal, that there is yet much to be wished 
for.—Indifference towards Religion, which ma­
nifests itself by a negligent attendance on the

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY----PRICE ONE DOLLAR AND A

*'* printed and published I stated means of grace—profanation ol the Lords
,, z,, . .... . ,, ,, j day, and coldness towards the earnest exhibi-

Jnrthe^araofM^sumscJt^. L. Chinch of th(; (rulh (if G(nps Wonl. still exi,t 
S3 22 53 cl ii J C I ft £2 ’ o [among us; which cause ministers and hearers 

On the South side of Main street, dn’ectly ; to humble themselves before God, and beseech 
opposite the Bank. : him that he would pour out his Spirit richly

------------------- I upon our church.— In conclusion the commit- 
The Messenger will be issued semimonthly, a j Iee can not but advert to some of the causes, 

‘----------------------------------------------------------------- «hj. the desired fruits are not n.ore gcnerallv
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4 to 9 congregations, and have therefore so 
much labor that they cannot, with all their wil­
lingness, preach as often in their congregations, 
nor attend to the highly necssnry instruction of 
youth, nor visit their members as they desire 
and ought to do. May all our congregations 
as some have allready, become convinced, that 
this evil can only be remedied, by a better &. 
more liberal support of their ministers.—May 
our members feel it their duty, so to provide 
lor their.ministers, that they may be enabled to 
perform their labor with joy and not with grief.

N. P. Macke.
S. K. Denius, 
W. Beck.

Tuesday—Afternoon at 2 o'clock. 
Commenced with religious services.
2. I'he Committee appointed, to take into 

mature consideration the motion relative Io the 
election ol a Seminary in the West, reported 
as follons, and the report was adopted :

The urgent necessity, and the advantage of 
such an institution in the West, to prepare voting 
men for the gospel ministry, is evident. York 
being far eastward, young men in the West, de­
sirous of devoting themselves to the ministry, 
become embarassed with difficulties. The great 
distance to York augments the expense of their 
studies,—in consequence of which, many a tal­
ented young man becomes so discouraged, that 
he entirely relinquishes the idea of devoting 
himself to the ministry. Besides, how can the 
Seminary at York, supply (he extensive field 
of the West, with a sufficient number of well 
qualified ministers, when it has enough to do 
to supply the churches in the east, with la­
bourers. In order not to be entirely forsaken, 
we must endeavour to help ourselves, and think 
earnestly on the erection of a Seminary of our 
own. An institution so advantageous and ne­
cessary, will undoubtedly receive the patronage 
of all the true friends of the Redeemer’s king­
dom,—of whom there are not a few ip (he 
West.—From our midst must go forth, those 
who can satisfy the demands of the church in 
the -West; and we hope the time is not far dis­
tant. when our West will be a productive nur­
sery of the glorious Religion of our blessed 
Redeemer.

1,50 a year, if paid in advance; § 1,75 if paymen 
be delayed beyond six months

Any person who piocmes five subscribers and pays 
in advance, shall be entitled to six copies for the pres­
ent year.

Letters addressed to the Editor, except those con 
taining money, must be post-paid, or they will not be 
taken from the office.

Postage for the Messenger for any distance not ex­
ceeding 100 miles, 1 cent ; for any instance above 100 
miles, 1J cents; but if within this stale, 1 cent.

J. Tomer, 
A. Tunny, 
D. Header, 
P. Linn, 
W. Beck.

The Missionary Committee submitted the 
■ :"g ■ ... “ 1 _,i was adopted :

The committee appointed, in the spring ol 
last year, I he Rev. (j. G. A. Allardt, member 
of our Classis, as a missionary to Ohio, and 
especially fir the districts of New-Lisbon, Can­
ton and Cincinnati; but after he arrived in the 
first named place, he received a call from the 
German congregation there, and being very 
pressingly solicited to accept this calk he could 
not refuse to comply, knowing that this pro­
cedure would not militate against his instruc­
tions. He consequently lemained in New 
Lisbon, and also took charge of several congre­
gations in the neighbourhood, who have express­
ed by letter and also’by a delegate, (heir per­
fect satisfaction with their minister.

The missionary tour enjoined upon Br. Bay­
er last year, to Erie, Buflaloe and Rochester, 
was accomplished so far, that he visited Eric 
and Buflaloe, anti preached frequently in those 
districts to numerous congregations, but found 
both places supplied by Rcv’d Muck and Kel­
ler, Reformed, and Heilig and Gunther Luth­
eran ministers. The latter had established in 
Buflaloe, a united evangelical congregation. 
Br. Bayer, having learned by letter from the 
Rev. Miller, minister at Rochester, that only a 
few Germans resided there, who were allrea­
dy supplied by himself, relinquished the idea 
of going there, but went to Allegheny co., in 
the state of N. York, where he founeba small

HALF PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN

B B F © B W B D CO OLLL

VOZ. a -NO.. ©

Thousands of emigrants from the East, and 
from Germany, seek in our Western country, 
a new home, and nope to find with us the 
means of satisfying their spiritual wants. 
These can only be furnished (hem, by provid­
ing a sufficient number of well qualified and 
pious teachers ol the Christian religion. Prompt­
ness is nessary. We must not delay a work, 
which will bring heaven nearer to thousands. 
It is true, we have no means at present, and 
could therefore only make a small commence­
ment. But in view of this the Committee is ot 
the opinion, (hat our immediate wants might 
be supplied and a foundation for a Seminary 
in the West be best laid, by appointing a min­
ister ol our Classis, who possessed the.requi­
site qualifications, to instruct young men lor 
the gospel ministry, and who should receive 
for his labour, a liberal compensation out of 
the treasury of the Classis. This subject 
might perhaps be more easily effected, by con­
ferring with the rev’d Synod of Ohio.

A7. P. Uucke, 
IV. J’VeincL 
II. K F. Voigt, 
C. %u-isier.
C.G. JI. A Hardt, 

i... ,   *..  —

following report, which
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For the Messenger.
TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC.

For eleven years the American Sunday School 
Union has been prosecuting with all its strength

' the important department of Christian labour 
committed to its hands. What it has done to 
promote the religious education of the young, 
the study of the Holy Scriptures, and the active 
employment of Christians in the service of the 
Lord, is in part attested by the rapid and exten­
sive increase of Sunday Schools, the multiplica­
tion and diffusion of religious books, the con­
version of souls, and the general impulse its va-

pone the prospect of meeting the applications 
of American missionaries for a regular supply 

the good will of the public of our books and some help in translating and
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printing them.

The object of this address is to call the at­
tention of the public to the case. We come as 
your agents, lon*po;t t ie condition of your bu- 
sme.-s, and ask for your direction. The ques­
tion to be decided is, shall the Society, at the 
mono nt when the whole world may be said to 
be opening to its effoits and actually seeking 
its aid, curtail its operations and go back in its 
course? Those who are acquainted with th<t 
present stile of the world and with the means 
already employed to meet its want-', can easily’ 
estimate what an institution like ours ought to 
be doing as its proportion. On the one hand, 
they’ seethe way prepared by a wond^ful dis­
pensation, which the people of God stein, from 
its .rising charm ter,’secret ly to credit, for 
access to the most hopeless .ind forbidding por­
tions ol the world. The princes of India are 
opening their capitals for priming presses and 
schools; China is penetrated at will by a Bible 
and Tract distributer; and Africa welcomes the 
gospel. On the other hand we present an aux­
iliary in meeting these openings of Providence, 
which according to our humble trust the same 
Divi-ne wisdom has prepared. We have not 
now to begin to collect m teiials to supply the 
want. Eh ven years labor has been expended- 
in advance of this emergency: four hundred 
Scriptural books, studiously adapted to the very 
occasion, with every requisite for the purpose 
of education are provided. All that is needed is 

to be put at so low a the resources for their employment, and it is for 
these resources that we apply. All that the 
members of the < hnrch of Cln i>t and the friends 
of human welfare, can coniiihi to to the object 
may be usefully expended. Our applications 
are numbered by hundreds of millions, ai d on 
the friends of the R-dcciner we are forced tc 
leave the responsibility which the case creates.

By order of the Board, 
ALEXANDER HENRY, President.

Frederick W. Porter, Cur. Sec.
^^Remittances may be made to Paul 

Beck. Jun., Treasurer of the American Sun-, 
d ry School Union, No. 146 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia.

April, 1835.

Extract of a letter dated *
April Alh, 1835.

Dear Sir,—Having looked in several of the 
last numbers of the Messenger to see my name 
as having paid the advance upon the Messen- 

u...<v n.v ger, and looked in vain, I would inform you 
the reprinting of that I paid * ■* * * * * who has been the.

agent heretofore, the beginning of January for 
the present year.

I would also inform you that I have been 
pleased with a few last numbers of the Messen­
ger, which contain several pungent pieces on 
experimental religion—upon different topics 
which will have a good effect on the readers of 
the paper.

I hope you will continue your selections 
from other papers whenever you see any thing 
that will set our professors to think—and edi­
torial mutter also,—for oh ! it is heart rending

f ir all the temporal means of its existence. 1 
is a benevolent institution; the mere agent of 
the community, and to be sustained or to fall, 
at their pleasure. It has no permanent funds; 
the contributions which are made to it are im 
mediately employed; its publications are put at 
so low a price as scarcely to cover the expenses 
of business; and it. has no property but the 
building it occupies and its slock of books and 
stereotype plates, the whole value of which lit­
tle more than balanc.es the debts.

Al (he same lime, the field ol its operations 
is opening on every side. There still remains 
great de-tituiion of schools and of the necessa­
ry books tn keep them in existence, while the 
increase of population, and the progress of gen­
eral education, are daily creating new wants 
and swelling the appeal winch is made 
to us for assistance. Not only from this country, 
but wherever the gospel is in the course of in­
troduction abroad, is the demand heard. Two 
hundred American Missionaries,who have taken 
up their abode with the nations ol heathens, in 
every quarter of the earth, are teaching tl e gos­
pel to millions of our fellow creatures. They 
are gathering them and their children into 
schools. They ask for our books to be used 
where the English language is understood, or to 
be translated where it is not; and they naturally 
plead that this help should not be denu d them 
by their countrymen. These books arc needed 
every where for gratuitous circulation among 
those who cannot buy, or 
price as to be within the reach of the mass of 
the people. Besides all this, to med our op­
portunities of usefulness promptly and exten­
sively, we should be aide to furnish a constant 
supply of new works.suited to thecircumstam es 
of the various multitudes who come within' lhe 
reach of our labours. We should not be stint­
ed in the means of pouring out incessantly the 
stream of knowledge. Schools should not only 
be established, but watched over and maintain­
ed. ’ For want of this, many have been com­
menced under the most promising circumstances 
that have soon disappeared. It is very necessn 
ry to send out men on the exclusive business of 
promoting the practical usefulness of the schools 
—men of experience and wisdom, who should 
shew the methods of right instruction, and help

... i----r .1. reSpOnsible
duties when they are so often at a loss, and fail 
for want of assistance.

But with all these opportunities for promoting 
lhe spread of religion and of sound education, 
the American Sunday School Union is compara-

I lively restraint d and trammeled by the want of 
i funds. We are constantly obliged to delay the 
• publication of books, and even t' ■ , 1 ~P
i new editions from our stereotype plates, for the 

want of means to meet the expense; or to a- 
dopt the alternative of increasing the amount of 
borrowed capital. We arc obliged to restrict 
the supply of our depositories; to curtail the 
gratuitous appropriation of books to new and 
needy schools ; to diminish the work of min­

version m buuio, „„ r  sionaries at the West and South, where we have
rinnXbore havo given to the cause of piety engaged to extend our labours; and to post- 

. i 1,_A nnno r»f mnntinn tkn flnf»llC.3t 1OI1S
and sacred kitowledgo.  .

By.the principles of its organization tt is en- 
lirdy dependent on t'- .

isdom, who should

cr, A. D. 1835, and New Lisbon, Columbiana (Hac|lers bi the beginning of their 
county, Ohm, be the t »«■«,»....
next meeting of Classis.

settlement <»! 6 mans, and preached twice, 
after u hit b : e ...earned to his congregations, 
with feeling? of gratitude for the kind recep­
tion he met with on his journey.

Rev’d Mr. Schultz, was appointed by our 
Missionary Committee to minister to congre­
gations in the vicinity of Pittsburg, which was 
accomplished.

The Rev. J. W. Miller, evangelical minister 
and Professor, from Rhine-Bayern in Germa­
ny, who made written application to us for a 
mission, was with pleasure appointed, &. com­
menced his missionary tour in November last. 
Lis missionary reports have been published in 
the Messenger. To continue him longer as a 
missionary, application was made to the Board 
of Missions of our church for aid, which was 
cheerfully granted : the Missionary Society of 
the Ger. Ref. church in Philadelphia, volunta­
rily did the same; and we have thus the pleas­
ing prospect of being able to continue our 
worthy missionary in his present field of labor 
in the Western states, and have him report the 
state of our congregations there. This can the 
more easily be accomplished, if the congrega­
tions in our District contribute according to 
theii ability, towards an object so pleasing in 
the. sight of God. We. therefore solicit our 
Christian minded congregations, who have en­
trusted to us their souls salvation, and who 
must hold it for their duty and honor to con­
tribute towards the extension <»f Christ’s King­
dom.—we solicit you. cheerfully to support 
this missionary institution, remembering the 
expression of our Saviour : ‘'Verily Isay unto 
you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one ol 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me” In conclusion, the undersigned 
committee would suggest with feelings ol bfo- 
therly love, that the ministers and members of 
wealthy congregations, be solicited to a.d min­
isters located in feeble and poor congregations, 
either by forming missionary societies or by 
collections.—It is the duty not only of individ­
uals, but. of whole Congregations to contribute 
cheerfully, as was dune in the primitive church.

N. P. Hacke,
11. E. F. Voigt,
II. G Ibbeckev.

4. Resolved, that the 4th Sunday after Eisf-

Ohio, be the time and place of

balanc.es
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founded on knowledge, in wisdom, and 
truth- _

For the Pittsburgh Conference Journal.
RELIGION?

What words can express all that is compre­
hended in this term ! Much has been said, much 
has been written upon it: yet the subject is not 
exhausted, nor can it be by finite minds. Its au­
thor, God — He who is from everlasting to ever­
lasting, whose throne is high in the heavens, 
and whose kingdom ruleth over all—its truths 
involve the highest interests of man, teach him 
to look beyond this hfe to a higher state of ex­
istence, and satiate that longing desiie for im­
mortality implanted in his mind. Here man 
may try "his strength, and strive to fathom the

from those sources from which alone informa­
tion can be obtained. Under such circumsian- 
ces he must live and die in darkness—the slave 
of ignorance and prejudice—and the dupe ol 
those who ought to know better.

And even this is not the worst—For such ig­
norance and ns consequences. this man is ac­
countable to his God. The ignorance of the 
poor heatln n involves little or i.o guilt, because 
it is involuntary—becau.-e for it there is noac- 
cessible remedy. But lor the ignorance of this 
man, there can be made no such plea. He lives 
in the midst ol opportunities: the means of in­
formation are multiplied around him: nay, in­
formation has been tendered him without mon­
ey and with out price, and he has refused it 
—he has .spurned it from him:—How much 
docs this re&emble the conduct of certain per­
sons of whom it was said, they would not come 
to the light lest they should see.

We have noticed the above incident not on 
account of its intrinsic impoitance, nor with a 
a view to cast reflection on the person concern­
ed : but sobdy <,n account of the principle in­
volved. 'I his principle-, for reasons discover* d 
hi the preceding remarks, ought lobe expos* d, 
and, if possible, corrected : and as its oj ora­
tion is perhaps as extensive as it is detrimental 
t<> the cause of truth and individual happiness, 
it evid* nily demands more attention than it has 
generally received. Should what we have writ­
ten chance to meet the eye of any of our broth 
run iti the opposition, we hope they may be in­
duced to reflect upon the indisrn timi—to use 
no harsher term—of that cour.-e of eondm i 
which effectually puls it out of their pow< r 1<< 
learn their duty, and to consider the necessity 
of hearing what can be said on both sides of 
the question at issue, that tln ir opinions may b 
founded on knowledge, in wisdom, and in

Td’ciwi the Biblical Recorder.
AN INCIDENT.

A few years ago, while one of our readers 
•was stt’ing in his counting room looking over 
the Recorder. a man from the country who is 
a member of a Baptist church, but who is op 
posed to all the liberal operations of the ago 
stepped in^on business. Said the former to the 
latter, “ Brother ----------------, here is a paper
with which I wish you to become acquainted ; 
take it home with you; examine its contents 
when at leisure; and when you come again, tell 
me how you like it;” ‘‘No” said the other., 
“ 1 shall have nothing to do with it; it is the 
fruit of hypocrisy and priestcraft; no consider­
ation would induce me to read it.”

Now it is important to inquire here, what

ILLUSTRATIONS OF SCRIPTURE.
THE WITNESSES.

“H hcrefcre. seeing we also are encompassed 
with, so great, a cloud.of witnesses', lei us lay 
aside every weight and lhe sin which doth so 
easily beset us. and let us run willi patience 
the race that is set before zisy looking unto 
Jesu*” ^c.— [Jeb. xii. ], 2.

“The cloud of w finesses surrounding, is sup­
posed to allude to th*? clouds of spectators who 
|ook*d on during the celebration of the famous 
Olympic and other public contests in’wrestling, 
nicnig, And die like. The witnesses of the 
Christian’s struggles are the multitudes cfh’m 
faithful referred to in chapter xi.. who, with 
Christ the groat Captain of salvation, may be 
conceived of as looking down from heaven on 
those who fight the good light of faith. How 
animating such a thought is calculated to be. is 
evident from lhe following incident related in 
Caesar’s account of the war in Gaul, written 
nearly a century before the time of the Apos­
tles.

The Roman vessels having grappled with the 
enemy’s ships and deprived them of the power

depths profound of Deity and Eternity.— Here 
is lull scope for his highest faculties, his noblest 
powers.

It not only teaches the reality of a f-imre 
state, but also how, in this life, we may prepare 
lor its enjoyment. Ji comes alike to all, and 
invites the rich, lhe poor, the bond, the free, to 
accept its divine consolations. None arc so 
poor, but they may drink of the water of life 
— none too opressed or degraded to drink oi lhe 
stream which “makes glad the city of God’' 
—none too rich to seek such durable riches 
and righteousness, nor too honarable io seek 
that ci own of glory which fadelh not away. 

' It is no less remarkable in its effects- It 
raises man from that depth of degradati >n into 
which he h.i.s fallen, and restores that right­
eousness &. holiness with which he was invented 
by his Maker—teaches him to be.tr up under 
the afflictions and trials of this life, in view of 
that crown ofglory which awaits him hereafter.

By teaching man to love his God supremely, 
and hisneighborashimself.it banishes the seeds 
of contention and strife, and, were its heavenly 
principles permitted to have full sway, tiny 
would convert this wprld into a paradise. By 
:he exercise of these holy dispositions in this 
life, man is fitted for the holy society of the 
intelligences above. He is thus prepared to 
meet the king ol terrors with a smile, and to 
leave this world with the blest anticipation of 
spending an eternity at lhe right hand cf 
God, where arc “pl?asures forevermore.”

And is it so? Does religion do all this for 
man? Is it thus sublime in its author? Are the 
doctrines it inculcatesso momentous & import­
ant? Are the. consolations it afiords, while 
travelling through this wilderness, so heavenly 
and divine, ami the reward it promises hereafter 
so glorious? And yet man, vain man. affects 
to despise its doctrines,treat with contempt its 
author, and scorn its votaries, depending on 
his reason toguide him through this world, 
and at death Hatters himself with the prospect 
ol annihilation. Laura.
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to see the low standard of religion in our G> r- ran this man know 
man Reformed churches. Oh! that our God t
would come into the midst of us and revive his operations or institutions which he 
work and cause a shaking among the dry bones, condemns?
I have seen i
the Holy Spirit shed abroad in the heartsol sin­
ners— 11 was in answer to the fervent and unit­
ed prayers of God’s professing children — and 
He is still a prayer hearing God ; and if our 
church mernlurs would only unitedly go to the 
throne of grace, and call loudly and earnestly 
for the Lord to'revlve his work, there is not the 
least doubt, but that their prajers would be an­
swered.

There is another subject of vast importance .
in prep rring the way of the Lord to enter the ’J0’ inquire—lie will not receive information 
sinner’s In art ; and it is especially wa^ed m 
our German churches; I mean the snbj-ct of 
Temperance ; for my heart has be< n pained io 
see drunken communicants coming forward to 
the communion table, and molest the whole 
church. But I have not only reference to the 
communion table: it is want'd in the family

* circle. The effort is now making to banish ar­
dent spirits from our happy 1 ind ; ami shall our 
German brethren have no hand in the great 
work ? Will they let the Lord do his own work ?
II is lamentable to sue the men of the world, 
infidels, universalis:s—take hold of it and go 
forward with Z< al. for which they deserve 
praise.—Ami oh, can it bo, that lhe prof s>ed 
followers of Jesus will st n:*l aloof—- nay worse, 
evi n oppose, the blessed reformation, and stand 
as stumbling blocks in the way, ami lei sinners 
stumble over them into Mell. — '1 his is strong 
language; but the Bible will sustain me; |i r 
41 d uukards shall not enter imo the kingdom 
of God.” I would be gratified to we some of 
the columns o' the M«-ss' nger filled with some­
thing upon that subject which will awaken our 
brethren and * ausc them to come out decided­
ly on the Lord’s side: for I can m t think that 
any thinking man will sty that tlie Lord has no 
hand in lhe Ti mperancc cause, when we look 
abroad m the world and see the good it Inis 
done, hundreds of drunkards reformed, and 
peace and domestic happiness restored to hun­
dreds more. I will now conclude, allhough I 
do it Telnetanlly, as 1 am almost enthusiastic 
when I begin upon the subject. I should be 
Iiappy to hear from you in any way you may 
think proper.

Yours in the bonds of the gospel.

.... d.i   respecting the Recorder, 
or religious papers in general, or any of the 
tiniM'nt mne or inctit nl khic; which Ln 50 f i eelv

’ ? How can he know whether a pa-
and felt the reviving influence of’ per is worthy ol his attention or not. if be re­

fuses to read it ? That be must under such 
circumstances', be wholly ignorant of the mat­
ter of which he treats, admits not. a doubt. And 
the? fact (hat he condemns without knowledge— 
wiihout inquiry—but too plainly discovers his 
delusion.

And this is not all. How is this person to do 
justice to himself ? How is he ever to acquire 
lhe information requisite to enable him Io form 
a correct judgment ? He will not read—he will

hisneighborashimself.it
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MESSED GE 51.
York, May 1, 1835.

A"ew Catholic Convent.— The Church of 
Rome baa appropriated $60,000 for the estab­
lishment of a Catholic Convent at Bertrand, 

Michigan.

manifestly with design that he would not say—“He ‘ their practice that the term, which was used to de­
note one of the sacraments, was applied to it in a 
sense which was not its proper grammatical sense : 
and it is therefore by no means certain that the term, 
which was used to denote the other sacrament, must 
be understood in its proper grammatical sense, and 
no other. Something more than mere grammar must 
be consulted in (he interpretation of language. It is 
not the grammatical, but the gramrnatico-historicai 
sense that the interpreter must find : he must learn it 
from the usage of those whose words he would in 
terpret; and their usage must be learned from their 
own writings. The question therefore is not, what 
meaning does grammar or etymology assign to the 
word baplizo ? nor, in what sense was it used by 
Greek writers? But, What meaning had the word, 
in this application of it, among Jews and Christians 
at the time when'Jesus taught, and when the apos­
tles wrote ?

If we should grant to our opponents, what they de­
mand, that the proper grammatical signification of 
the word must be retained, where it is applied to the 
ordinance of baptism, this would not serve their pur­
pose. To dip, to immerse, is not the proper signifi­
cation of the word baplizo, but of its primitive bapto. 
The latter word occurs only In three places in the 
New Testament, where it always means to dip ; viz. 
Luke 16, 24. ‘'That he may dip his finger in water 
&.o”; John 13, 26. “ To whom I shall give a sop 
when I have dipped it; Apocalypse 19, 13. “a ven­
ture dipped in blood.” This word is never used in 
the N. Test, in reference to baptism. Baplizo is the 
frequentative of bapto, and means, in its proper seas©, ■

THE CROWN OF THORNS.

“The mockery of reed and robe, and crown 
Of platted thorns upon his temple pressed.”

There still exists a plant in Palastine, known 
among Botanists by the name of the “Thorn of 
Chri'-t,” supposed to be the shrub which afford­
ed the crown wt rn by the Saviour at his cruci­
fixion. It has many small sharp prickles well 
adapted to give pain, and as the leaves greatly 
resemble those of ivy, it is not improbable that 
the enemies of Messiah chose it, from its simi­
larity ton plant with which emperors and gene­
rals were accustomed to be crowned; and thence 
that there might be calumny, insult, and deri­
sion, meditated in the very act of punishment.”

{/)>-. Husst'.Ps Palastine.)

THE ARK.
Infidels have attempted to laugh at the size of 

die ark, and to represent the impossibility of its 
containing the multitude of creature s v ho wen- 
commanded to be contained in it. It would be 
well for such persons-fairly to calcnl.ite, before 
they reject statements which millions of the 
wisest and best of the human race have believ­
ed. We will lake the very lowest compulation 
and reckon the cubit at only eighteen inches, 
though strong arguments might be induced in' 
proof of jls bring twenty-one. But reckoning 
it at eighteen, the ark was four hundred and 
fifty feet long, seventy five wide, and forty-five 
high, nearly half the size of St Paul’s Cathe­
dral in London. Ji was divid 'd into three sto­
ries, independent probably of the hold below, 
and would contain as shown by Dr. IJabs. 
42.4 13 tons burthen, being about the size of 
eighteen of the largest ships now in use, and 
capable of carrying -20,000 men, with provi­
sion for six months, besides the weight of one 
thousand eight hundred cannons and all n qui 
site military stores. Who. then, can doubt iis 
capability of containing eight persons, two him 
dred and fifty pair of four-fooled animals, (for 
to tids number according to B iffon, all the va­
rious species may be reduced,) and what fowls, 
insects, and repiiles could not live in the water, 
with provisions fur twelve months ?

of sailing away, the rem lining contest depend 
cd on valor, and then fore the Romans easily 
overcame, and especially, because they fought 
in the sight of Czc-ar and of all the army, so 
that no act of bravery could be unnoticed, for 
all the hillsand lofty ground from whence there 
was a near prospect of the sea, were occupied 
by the Roman army looking on.

If the Roman soldier was inspired with fresh 
vigor when he saw the regards of Ctesar direct­
ed toward him, O how courageous should the 
Christian feel when he reflects on the cheering 

- fact, that, could he realize invisible things, he 
would see liitnsilf ever under the inspecting, 
gracious eye ol his Lord, and surrounded by le­
gions of ministering spirits, sent forth to minis­
ter to the heirs of salvation.

tism without immersion in water, or there can be no 
baptism without affusion or sprinkling, is to confound 
substance and form. We indeed say, immersion is 
baptism, or sprinkling is baptism; but we cannot say, 

BAPTISM. | baptism is immersion, or baptism is sprinkling. It
A correspondent has asked us for a definition of the i may l,c ,,uc that a ring is gold ; but gold is not a ring. 

Greek term baplizo, with reference to the controversy I *s contended by those who are opposed to us that 
subsisting between us and Baptists concerning ihc • die proper meaning of the word baplizo is to dip. to 
mode of administering the ordinance of baptism. We I >■' waler; and the command to baptize is 
have no pleasure in religious controversy, especially j therefore a command to immerse; consequently there, 
on subjects which arc not essential in Christianity, ’ can he no baptism without immersion.
and the discussion of which is likely to generate heal ’ If wc g’-ant what they maintain concerning the, 
between contending parties and to draw people’s at- word baplizo, we are still not obliged to grant their 
tention away from the essence of religion to its forms conclusion. Thu sacrament of the Lord's supper is 
ami ceremonies, rather (han to promote genuine pie- 1 called in the Greek text diepnon, and in the Latin 
ty; but from the nature of this inquiry, and from version coena. The proper meaning of both these 
statements wc have seen elsewhere, it appears that terms,<Tp the time of Christ, was a meal, and indeed 

that meal which was taken in the evening, and was 
the principal meal; yet v\ e deem it sufficient for the 
purpose that each communicant receive a verv small 
portion of bread and wine nor is it even imagined 
that the time of celebrating the supper should be the 
evening, nor that it should be taken in a reclining pos­
ture as meals were then taken. In this case every 
one feels that the design of the ordinance, and the.

those with whom the present contest is maintained, 
in the region from which the inquiry comes, make 
baptism an essentia) part of Christianity, and its ex­
ternal form essential to the ordinance, and disturb 
the peace of conscientious but weak church-members 
by representing that their baptism is invalid, that 
they are not within the pale of the Christian church, 
and that, finally, they have no claim to the promises 
of the gospel. This is a view of the subject which, • preparation of heart with which it is used, are every 
in our judgement, is a much more serious error than thing, and the meaning of the wo;d, apart from these, is 
any mistake about the form of baptism can be. The ' comparatively nothing. But why is not the same rea- 
essencc of Christianity is that faith which sanctifies 1 soning equally good in relation to baptism? It will 
the heart and rests in the merit of Jesus Christ alone ' be answered, perhaps, that with regard to the Lord’s, 
for acceptance with God. Without this faith there supper, we know that the command of Christ, “ Do 
can be no salvation; but where it is, no mistake a- this in remembrance of me,” referred to the act which. 
bout other matters will exclude the believer from (he ■ *s there described, viz: “lie took the bread,’’ &.c. But 
kingdom of heaven. Jesus said, “He that bc icveth «> that act the apostles gave the name of the Lord’s 
not shall be damned ;”but he did not say—and it was supper,” (1 Cor. 11, 20) and it is thus manifest from 

. i . ■. i 1 . ■ .1. i ___ii ___ . ____ . .r i 1 I I.r. i n uro olim Hint Ilin Ini-in wli tvne licr*/l In .to­man iic»iiy w tin ucargii tir.ii nu ivu.um iimu suj— uv i 
that is not baptized shall be damned.” Wc do not I 
make light of baptism; as we do not make light of1 
the Lord’s supper, nor of some other things about 
which there is a controversy among Christians; but 
we do mean that neither baptism nor the Lord's sup­
per will constitute one a Christian; that a mistake a- 
bout these ordinances, useful and holy as they are, 
is not a mistake about the essentials of Christianity, 
and is infinitely less injurious to the souls of men 
than the noise which is made about it, and the great­
er error, which that noise creates, of taking a zeal 
about things of this sort for Christianity itself. Our 
church teaches in its catechism concerning sacra­
ments: “They are visible signs and seals appointed 
of God for this end, that by the use of them he may 
the more fully declare and seal to us the promise of 
the gospel; namely, that he grants us freely the re­
mission of sins and life eternal for the sake of that 
one sacrifice of Christ accomplished on the cross.” 
As signs they signify; as seals they convey the idea 
of certainty. The thing which they signify and seal 
is the promise of the gospel. That promise is given 
to the believer; the sacraments are designed to nour­
ish and enliven his faith, and thereby to increase his 
spiritual peace and joy ; he may be deprived of them 
and. be safe notwithstanding, though his religious 
comforts may be less; but if he has them, any form 
in which they answer the end—in which they serve 
to represent to him the promise of the gospel and to 
convey the idea of its certainty—is a right form : 
though their forms may be various, the substance is 
still the same. To maintain that there can be no bap’

applied to it in
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‘See the first epistle to the Corinthians, in the 12th

The Editor of the .Messenger is absent *.t 
present on a visit to Virginia.

secins to be dropped. Though the influences of the 
mea­

sure, and in some instances appears to have been pos-

m of the Holy Ghost- 
The external sign of that communication also, tl e 
imposition of the apostles’ hands, is always a single 
act. With regard to the baptism with water there is 
no indication of frequency in the application of the 
water, unless we find it in the word b tplizo, which we 
have already said is a frequentative; but in the signi­
fication of words every thing depends so much upon 
arbitrary usage, that etymology is a very uncertain 
and often a very unsafe guide. The essence of bap­
tism consists neither in the quantity of water used, 
nor upon the specific mode of applying it, hut in its 
meaning and design. Whether much or little water 
be used; and whether it be poured or sprinkled, once 
or repeatedly ; or the candidate be dipped; whether 
in deep or shallow wa'er; once or often ; in all these 
modes the meaning and design are still the same; the 
ceremony denotes the cleansing of the soul from sin 
by the merit of the death of Christ and the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, and the certainty of the accom­
plishment of this promise to the believer and his chil­
dren.

On this ground we are prepared to meet all 
denominations of professing Christians, and to
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they did in always conceived, in the Scriptures, under the simili-[ embrace them, with cordial afluction, as breth­
ren. We only request them not to disturb weak 
brethren by raising doubts about unessential 
even unimportant matters, which can have no 
better effect than to interrupt their religions 
comforts, and to withdraw their attention from 
th it which is sanctifying and saving in religion. 
We have no desire to convert any one from one 
mode of baptizing to another ; nor can we per­
ceive any rcuson to boast of a Christian achieve­
ment, if one of our brethren has been persuad­
ed to seek his salvation by submitting to be im­
mersed in water. There are higher things to be 
aimed at, and nobler victories to be won ; and 
to these we wish that God may turn the thoughts 
and bund the efforts of Christians of every 
name.

Jo dip often, to dip again and again, as 
washing an article, or in dying it. If the proper sense 
of the word must be rcained, it is essential to bap­
tism that the candidate be dipped repeatedly, as in 
the process of washing or dying, and it may be diffi­
cult to determine bow often the dipping must be re­
peated to make the baptism valid. But this is not all. 
Besides the primary sense of dipping, this word has 
also that of pouring or shedding upon. Begiescn : Sec 
I’assaw's Greek Lexicon. To dip is to bring the 
object under the waler’, and from this idea the tian-i- 
tion was natural and easy to that of bringing the wa­
ter upon the object; hence the same word signified 
both to dip under, and to pour ipon ; or pi op. rly. tn 
dip under often, and io pour all over; the- idea of fre­
quency or copiousness being added in both ca;es. 
Now as both these significations are proper, and arp 
authorized by the same usage, it may not Le easily de­
termined, on this gioun I, to which of them the pre­
ference is due.

The generic idea of the word, in which both of 
these specific meanings unite, is to place an object un­
der water, or whatever else it be, in whatever way it 
may be done, whether by immersing it in water or 
pouring the water upon it, with the qualifying notion 
of frequency or copiousness added.

It has the secondary meanings of to moisten, to wet, 
and, in the New Testament, to tcos/i, particularly to 
wash religiously. For this sense the places in Mark 7: 
3, 4, and Luke 11: 38 arc decisive testimonies. In 
the former it is interchanged with nipto, to wash:— 
“For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they 
wash (nipsen'at) their handsafter, cat not, holding the 
tradition of the elders. And when they come from 
the market, except they wash, (baplisontai) they eat 
not. And many other things there be which they 
have received to hold, as the washings {bi/ptismous) of j Testament, the notion of frequency or copiousness 
cups, and pots, and brazen vessels, and tables.” In - • - 1 1 ’ r"1 - 1 *■ • '« ----
the latter text, after slating that Jesus took his place Holy Ghost were not granted to all in the same 
at the table, in the house of a Pharisee, who had in­
vited him to dine with him, the Evangelist remarks: Sepsed only in a small degree,“ yet the communication 
“And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he , of tjlcm js always the baptisn 
had not first washed before dinner.” (ou proton eb- 
aptisthe.) It is manifest, from the connexion in both 
places, that the washings which are spoken of were 
religious ceremonies. The noun baptismos is used in 
a sense corresponding to this signification of the verb. 
Besides the place Maik 7: 4, sec Mark 7, 8, Ileb. 9.
10, and Ileb. 6: 2. In the last text it is used instead 
of baptisms, the common word for the sacrament of 
baptism.

The generic idea of the verb baplizo appears in all 
tjie places where we lead of baptizing with water, 
and baptizing with the Holy Ghost. See Maith. 3:
11. Mark 1, 8. Luke 3; 16. John 1: 33. Acts!, 
5. Acts 11: 16. In all the New Testament there is 
a constant and marked distinction of the baptism of 
John and the baptism of Jesus. Both John and Jesus 
baptised, and so far performed the same act; but they 
differed with regard to the element with which the 
baptism was performed ; John baptized with water, 
but Jesus with the Holy Ghost. The baptizing with 
the Holy Ghost was certainly nut a dipping or immer­
sing of the candidate into the Holy Ghost, as into or 
under a body of water, but a subjecting of him to the 
influence or action of the Holy Ghost; or, what is the 
lame thing, a bringing of the Holy Ghost upon him.

idea of a communication of the Holy Ghost, is and the two following chapters?

The Place to put Liberty.

Extract from Beecher's Lectures on Scepticism.

Twice, in France, the phy-iral power has 
gained Hie ascendancy over law; and bv the 
last viclory, the disc.ivi-ry has been made, tint 
to patriots, cities are fortresses, and pavements 
munitions. This is one of the most glorious 
and dreadful discoveries of modern days__ r|o-
rions io its ultimate results, in the emancipating 
of the world, but dreadful in those intervening 
revolt! ions, uhi ch power may achieve in the 
conquest of hbei ty, without corresponding in­
telligence and virtue for its permanent preser­
vation.

The conquest of liberty is not difficult—the 
question is, where to put it—with whom to en­
trust it. If to the multitude who achieved it, 
if be committed, it will perish by anarchy. If 
national guards are employed for its <l< fence, 
the bayonets which protect it are at anv mo­
ment able to destroy it for a military despotism. 
If to a republican king it be entrusted, it will 
have lo be regulated by state policy, and fed on 
bread and water, until the action of her heart, 
and the movement of her tongue, and the pow­
er of her arm, as under the deadly incubus shall 
cease. There is not in this wide world a 
SAFE DEPOSIT FOR LIBERTY BUT IN THE 
HEARTS OF PATRIOTS, SO ENLIGHTENED, AS TO 
BE ENABLED TO JUDGE OF C0RRE.CT LEGISLA­
TION, AND SO PATIENT AND DISINTERESTED, AS 
TO PRACTICE SELF-DENIAL, AND SELF-GOVERN­
MENT, FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD.

But can such a slate of society be found and 
maintained without the Bible, and the inelitn-

Fhe Rev. Mr. Bossier is about to resume his 
the dative, hudati. ) We read indeed that John bapli- , operations as agent fur the rheological Sc'tnina- 
zed in Jordon, and that some who were baptized went ry< IJc is also agent to solicit subscribers to 
down Mo the water, lo receive baptism,and c.me up j t|,e weekly paper; and will call on those re=itl- 
out onl.c water when they were baptized; but though j j jn yi a||d jIjrv|Jhd ,;,.e ih arre-r, 
they were baptized tn the stream, it does not follow | 
th.il they were immersed in it: and if it can be ; 
shown that, in these instances immersion really took 
place, still nothing more will follow from it than that 
immersion was one of the modes of baptizing: surely 
not that (he word baplizo means to immerse.

In the religious use of the term baptizo, in the New

lude of a shedding forth, a pouring out, a falling up­
on, &c. Acts 8: 16. Acts 10: 44, 45. Acts II, 15. 
16 In the place last referred lo, Peter expressly 
slates that the filling of the Holy Ghost upon Corne­
lius and his company was the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. Il is then fore evident that the word baptizo 
did not necessarily convey the idea ol dipping or im­
mersing, but only that of placing under, subjecting to 
the influence or action of the element with which the 
act was performed. This might be done by dipping 
or immersing; but it might also be done, and in these 
cases was done, by shedding, or pouring, or sprinkling 
upon the object.

As John’s baptizing was the same act as the baptiz­
ing of Jesus, differing only in the element with which 
it was performed, it follows that the word baptizo. by 
which that act is expressed, does not mean to dip or 
to immerse, when applied to (he baptism with waler, 
but only such a subjecting of the candidate to (he a- 
gency or influence of water as may be effected by any 
of (he modes that have been mentioned. Il is worthy 
of attention Chat the sacred writers never speak of 
baptizing into water, or under water, but always tcilh 
water (ea hydall, or, without the preposition, simply i

i
llP i the weekly paper; and will call

I ing in Virginia
for the Messenger.

SWsccllanrous.
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To Merchants.
Livingston county, Sept. 1834.

I often reflect with surprise upon ihe error of 
the country merchant, in regard to his interest 
in the sale ol arm nt liquors. For the last five 
or six years J have examined this subject caie- 
fnlly, and have found it unviversally the case 
that the men who Jose most in bad debts. ar«- 
ihe men who deal most in ardent spirits; and 
the class of customers u ilh whom tiny contract 
their bad debts, are almost always men of in­
temperate habits, or at least men who use more 
or less of the poisonous article. 1 have for sev­
eral years been a merchant in this country, and 
have been in the habit of doing a crediting bu­
siness. I think 1 can safely say, I never lost a 
dollar by a customer who was-a strict tempi r- 
ance man;' but on the contrary, I have lost much 
by intemperate customers; and when 1 did not 
lose, it required more attention to keep tin 
debt secure, than the profit accruing from the 
sale.

It is true, there are perhaps one in 25 or SO 
of the intemperate, who thus far have been able 
to pay their debts; but unless they reform, the 
time will come when they cannot or will not do 
it. Many, perhaps near half of the merchants 
in this country, keep and vend ardent spirits. 
In this, I think they greatly mistake their iiite-

Infidel Books.
The number of infidel works, which have 

been circulated in France within the present cen. 
lory, is .dmost incredible. The writings of the 
Infidels have been sought after and read to the 

«jx<di)si<>n of wor/is on piety or mordiiy, by a 
portion of the population, and the effect on the 
haracter of the people is what might have, been 

expected. From the year 1 8 I 7 to 1824 im lu- 
-ive, there were printed and distributed in 
France—

Of Voltaire’s entire works, 24,500 sets, mak­
ing 480.000 volumes.
Ol Rousseau's entire works, 24,500 sets mak­

ing 48.000 volumes.
Of the detached work of Voltaire and Rous­

seau 35.500 set--, amounting to 81.000 volumes.
Of I Ik? other chit f infidel writers of France, 

Diderot, Condorcet, <Jyc. there were published 
10S,700 sets, amounting to 207,900 volumes.

During this time, there were also printed the 
disgustingly immoral &. licentious works ofpig- 
ault le Brun, 32,000 sets,amounting to 128,000 
volumes.

These works continue to be printed, circulated 
•ind read; indeed, the country is deluged with 
I hem. and the influence which they must ne­
cessarily exercise over the moral and religious 
character of a people may easily be conceived.

[.Verctzn/i'/c Journal.

From the Mew York Mirror.
REMARKABLE EXPOSURE OF A CONSPIRACY.

A gentleman, who was in the midst of pre-, 
paralions for removing his family and effects to­
il distance from the place where he then resid­
ed, received a summons to attend thu sitting of 
a court in a neighboring (own, as a juror, and, 
though the loss of time and consequent delay

From the Pittsburg Conference 
TEMPERANCE.

J/r. Fslilor,—As ihe propriety of the friends 
$f temperance trading at those stores and shops 
where ardent spirits are sold and drunk has 
been justly called in question, I will state a fact. 
which goes to prove the negative of the ques­
tion.

My little son, eleven years old, formed an ac­
quaintance with a son of Mr. ------- , a merchant
with whom I traded to some extent. And being 
in the store, where he had been fr< quently sent 
for goodsol some kind or other, the merchant’s 
son, 14 years old, acting as a clerk for his fa­
ther, invited him to drink some brandy. My 
son had never seen or tasted brandy in his life, 
and knew nothing of its properties: he was there­
fore induced by the clerk to drink so much as to 
nearly lake his life.

Soon after drinking it, being out of doors, he 
became intoxicated, when some boys present 
put him 'iack into the store where the liquor 
was given, to be taken care of. But he was, 
soon pul out of that, ami ordered home, on the 
cold mghi of the 24th of December last. He 
had not gone far before lie fell helpless in the 
street, winch was thronged with wagons, stages, 
and other carriages, where he might have been 
killed by them. He had two streams of water 
to cross to git home, and cither of which he 
might have fallen into and been drowned.

But wiiei e he f -11 lie must have perished, had 
iiot some buys present brought him home. But 
being ash;-m< d evert to be seen connected in 
r-ny way with such pollution, the humanity of

rest, and, I doubt not it arises from the want 
f a little examination < f this subject. ‘ think 

they would really see, by casting about, that the 
men who do ihe most business, and have de- 
•idedly the best customers, are the men who 
ieither k< ep or vend ament spirits. Thus, re­

garding pecuniary self-interest, it would seem 
■or in< rchants ought t<» al andon the sale of this 

article. — And this is of minor consideration, 
alien we look at the vast smd ennobling prin- 
iple ol relie ving the want and suffering of 

thousands of our fellow br ings, by restoring to 
health and respectability those who are now 
sunk in the )owe.-i d< pins of besotted beastly 
dissipation. Yet the dealer entice-:m unguard­
ed neighbor oi cu$t< mer, arid before his friends 
■;an rescue him, effects his ruin. A broken 
hearted wife, an afflicted parent,. in di ep dis- 
iress, implore him lo desist from administering 
the poison to their beloved friend; he mocks 
their tears with cruel severity, and drives them 
from his presence ; there is no course for them 
’»» pursue, but silently to behold the inevitable 
ruin of those they hold most dear. Who would 
not rather follow a friend to the grave, than 
witness the utter ruin of his moral and mental 
powers at the grog shop ?

When will this class of community, who are- 
considered as respectable as any other. ;Avake 
to their interest and ihe interest of the world ? 
Merchants consider.— Mary I. Temp. Her.

tions of chri.-tianiiy ? Did a condition of un­
perverted liberty, uninspired by Christianity, ev­
er bless the world through any consult rablu pe­
riod of duration ? The power of a favouring 
clime, and the force of genius, did thrust up 
irorn the dead level of monotonous despotism, 
the republics of Greece to a temporary liberty : 
but it was a patent model only, compared witn 
such a nation as (his; and it was partial and 
capricious, and of short duration, and rendered 
illustrious, rather by the darkness which pr-ce­
ded and followed, than by thu benign influence 
of its own beams.

Certainly it is Christianity, which, in this 
country, rocked the cradle of our liberties, dc- 
lended our youth, and brought us up to man­
hood. And it has been proved that under her 
auspices three millions and twelve millions of 
people may be protected and governed. But 
that twenty, fifty, or a hundred millions cun, 
without a vast augmentation of hi r mural power 
over mind, has not been proved—while ail pa.-i 
analogies, and all present circumstance s of our 
nation announce that Christianity is our best 
hope, and that without it our desiruction does I 
not slumber.

During all past ages, the vast majority of the 
human family, unblest by revelation, have been 
idolaters and slaves; and at the present time, all 
nations upon whom the sun of’ righteousness , 
has not arisen, are crushed by a grievous des­
potism. Daylight is not more uniformly found 
in the track of the sun, than civil liberty isfoumi 
in the track of Christianity and despotism in its 
absence.

the boys reached no farther than the door step, 
where they laid him.—rapped at the door, ami 
then ran away so as not to be seen. Thedooi 
wuis opened, and thu person who was supposci- 
to want admiit.mi e was bid walk in. But no om 
■ nine. Il being dark, and something been seen 
<>n ihe door step, a candle was brought when Io! 
he child was found so dead drunk as to have 

lo.-l every sy mtom of life, except a slight breath* 
mg, mid a \ery lit.lc pulse. The color hud left 
Ins f..c« and lips as in death. lie was unable t<- 
swallow any thing to countira<t the poison, so 
that nothing but external applications could b« 
applii d, and it was a whole hour before the.| hy 
.-iciaii could percievc any symtoms of returning 
life.

You may imagine, if you can, for I cannot des- 
< ribu,the confusion of my house during the time 
My wife and daughters, supposing him to bi 
dead, went frantic;—the neighbours were al­
armed,—the house was crowded with anxious 
and sympathizing friends, while all were ignor 
ant of when, where, or by what means he got 
ihe liquor.

Afb r he came to. so as to be able to tell us 
I he sad tale, I went to the merchant w it h my com­
plaint, from whom I expected at least some ex­
pression ol regret, and some as'snraijc< s of i'uliir* 
,-afeiy for my son, if in his store. But could you 
believe that a professed gentleman, in a Christ­
ian land, would insult instead of soo/Ae the feel 
mgs of a customer in sue!) a case? But such 
was the fact. It would seem that men who deni 
out the means of death and ruin to their fellow 
creatures, from the love of gam, under ihe light 
w hich now shines on this subject, have their mo, - 
al and human sensibilities so blunted, us to b 
hardly' entith d to the appellation of human be 
ings. 1 can assure you, 1 feel it my duly to pay 
no more money to such merchants, while t« m 
perauce ones can be found to deal with. A. B
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scnd up tempers the fervor of his vertical rays. 
It is borne along to the north by the upper cur­
rent in the air, and descending ir. the form of 
sleet or snow, sets at liberty the heat which it 
absorbed in the south. Thus, by the same 
splendid operations which cool the temples of 
the children of the sun, are the horrors of the 
polar winter sofened and made supportable.

MESSENGER OF THE G. REFORMED CHURCH.

CIRCULAR
TO THE CLERGY OF PENNSYLVANIA.

By Hie Executive committee of the Young 
/l/en’s Colonization Society of Pennsylvania.

Rea. and Dear Sir:
The condition of the coloured population of this 

country, whether suffering in bondage at the south or 
undet the oppression of prejudice at the north, must 
excite the benevolent anxiety of every Christian phi- 
lanlhiopisl, and we doubt not has won for them your 
sympathy and prayers. That there are difficulties in 
the way in doing for them all that we should wish, 
every wise man must admit, yet as men and brethren, 
our holy n ligion r< quires us to do for them all that we 
can. white no plan of prospective good excuses us 
from immediate duty.

With these views the Young Men’s Colonization So­
ciety of Pennsylvania have established a colony in a 
healthy situation, upon the coa-t of Africa, whore ev­
ery free b ack who is willing to seek happiness and 
independence, in the spirit of peace and temp, carice, may 
find a home and a refuge.

The advan ages of the scheme of colonizat ion, as a 
mean of benefiting these unhappy suffer, rs are many.

The relief it affords is immediate and substantial.
The emigrants are removed at once beyond the 

reach of prej -dice and oppression, and in the land of 
their fathers ar>- awakened io all the hopes of a viitu- 
ous ambition so rigidly denied ihcm here. Indeed 
the inlhierice ol colonization in elevating the charac­
ter of a people has been proved m all ages, from the 
colonics of Gieece to lhj.se of Aim ri a.

We believe it also to be admirably calculated to 
advance the work of emancipation.

The gn at ob.-lacles in the way of manumission have 
been the laws of h;s state, which forbid the master to 
lib. ra.c his slave within the limits of its sovereignty, 
ami the doubtful resuli of the measure as it regards ihe 

, freedman himself, if he remain in the land of his f >r- 
I mer bondage A removal io our colony places him 
, beyond i'nu reach of liic-e injurious iuws, anti secures 
for him a kind and careful gardiau<hip until he shall 

Jtave l( arned to govern himself, 'finis by the removal 
of every difficulty, every excuse is silenced, while ev­
ery example of such emancipation will exert a moral 
influence more powerful than volumes of argument, 
or torrents of invective declamation.

A happy mean is also thus afforded of giving to hea­
then and benighted Africa, the blessings of civiliza­
tion, science, and religion, by the exhibition of an en- 
lightemd and religious people, and the facilities af­
forded for the entrance of missionaries to that wide 
sphere of moral labor.

That these views arc not visionary, the past history 
of Liberiaabundantly proves. There arc now within 
its limits more than 3000 free and intelligent blocks, 
who, but for our enterprise of colonization, would be 
now suffering in the land of ihcir oppression, a despis­
ed and degraded people. Perfection, it is true, cannot 
l>c found in Liberia. The evils of sin and the lot of 
humanity are experienced there as elsewhere. In­
deed the very circumstances of the case rendered un­
avoidable many errors and defects. The influence of 
disease, as in all new setllenients, has been severely 
felt. Yet notwithstanding all, wo may safely chai-.

i lenge the world to produce an instance of coloniza­
tion so successful as that of Liberia.

Already have many conscientious persons availed 
themselves of the opportunity thus afforded them to 
place their slaves in freedom and comfort, and there 
are still thousands ready to be given up for this 
purpose, when funds sufficient are provided for the 

1 purpose- 
' The slave trade has been broken up along the

PROPERTIES OF WATER.

s/s affording evidence of the Wisdom of God. 

From Dr. L. P. Yandell’s Introductory Lecture 
on Chemistry.'

Tl e specific gravity of water is precisely that 
which fits it for the numerous offices it must 
perform, in the present constitution of things. 
As the result of it, it floats the seeds of veget­
ables to plant new colonies upon remote con- 
linents ami island1-’, extending thus the domi­
nion of the living world. 'flic ocean too, is 
whitened with the sails of commerce ; humm 

' enterprise, ami the light of science are extend­
ed to every quarter of the globe, and civiliza­
tion and the arts are spread as far as I here are ; 
winds to waft or waves to roll them. Fruitful- ! v. ,...................
ncss is brought down from the mountains, and j beyond the reach of the-e injurious laws, and secures 
spread over vallies and plains for (he use of the 
husbandman. z\ homo, adapter! to their forms, 
answering to al) their wauls is furnishr d for the 
myriads of aquatic animals which swim upon 
its surface or glide swiftly through its waves. 
Increase its density, as to that of quicksilver, 
for example, and ships of iron with plantinum- 
for ballast, alone could navigate it in safely. 
Or make it lighter, and the light canoe would 
not float upon it, and the splendid barque 
(hat now “walks the wat« r like a thing of life,” 
would be engulphed and lost beneath its waves.

One of the most admirable Jaws of water is, 
that it freezes. This subserves a hundred most 
important purposes. Water gives out heat in 
freezing, and thus in the coldest quarters of the 
globe, as it is congealed by frost it is liberating 
vast volumes of caloric, and the process of con­
gelation is in this wa^y counteracted, and at 
last arrested by the heat which itself sets free. 
Freezing is a warming process. Every fall of 
snow it has been computed, imparts more heat 
to the atmosphere than would be afforded by 
the same quantity of pulverised red hot gla<s. 
But evaporation is a cooling process. Extend­
ed oceans spread their bosoms to the sun, in 
equatorial regions, and the vapor which they

could not hope for any other termination. The 
jury came in and took their seals; and when the! 
vridict in favour of the defendant was declared, 
the result was so entirely unexpected, and at 
the same time, so satisfactory to the audience, 
that an involuntary expression of approbation 
ran through the room.— How tli< jury came in 
their decision, no one could imagine, until after 
the ui jmirnment of the court, when the foreman 
explained their reasons to tin- jm'ge and coun­
cil. fl he father received the congratulations of 
the court,the bar, & Ins acquaintam e generally, 
upon the unexpected termination of the case, 
and the sons were thunderstruck at the expo­
sure of their villany. The jury had ample prool 
of the justice ol their verdict, for both the young 
men absconded that very night, fearing that some 
process would be instituted against them for 
forgery and perjury, if they remained. The 
foreman returned home, feeling (hat he had been 
abundantly compensated for the delay, his own 
business had suffered, by the providential oppor 
tunny afforded him of saving an aged and 
worthy man from the ruin intended bv his 
unprincipled children. E. T. C.

in his business just at that moment, were ex­
ceedingly vexatious, there was no possibility of 
his g’tling excus- d, ami he was obliged to go 
with the best grace h»’ could. He was appoint­
ed foreman of One of ti.e juries, and among the 
cases which came before them, was one of a 
peculiarly interesting nature, between an aged 
man and one of Ins sons, who claimed posses­
sion of his father’s firm, constituting his whale 
property, by virtue of an agreement which he 
produced in court signed by the old man (by 
making iiis mark, as lie was unable to write his 
name,) and witnessed by a young', r son The 
father declared the signature to be a f >rg< ry. and 
that he. had never given any such writing or 
agreement, but, as he could produce no evidence 
excepting his own declaration, to contend a- 
gainst the proof po.-iiive contained in his own 
apparent signature produced by one son, and 
sworn to by the other, the case appeared a clear 
one; and although the court and all who heard 
the trial, and the statements of the poor old 
man, could not help believing him to he the 
victim of knavery on the part of his sons, there 
appeared to be no means of gelling away from 
the evidence produced by them. The case was 
given to the jury who retired to deliberate. The 
foreman asked the opinions of his fellows, and 
each une, fiom the evidence before them, fell it 
his duty to decide in favor of the son. thus de­
priving the father of the whole of his little pro­
perty. and n during him to beggary 1

When all had given their opinion, the fore­
man said he could not agree with them, and m t 
only so. but he hoped to make them all see the 
subject in a different light, and come to the 
same conclusion with himself. The jurors were 
very much surprise d at this, and though they 
would have been glad to render a verdict in fa 
vor of the father, did not see how it was possi­
ble, if they paid any regard to the evidence in 
the case. The foreman told them it was pi r- 
ftcily clear to his mind, that the signature to 
that agreement was a forgery, and that there 
was a conspiracy between the young men, to 
obtain the property by fraudulent means. Slid 
he. have been a teacher of penmanship, and 
J know that it would be impossible for a man 
who had not sufficient command of his hand to 
write his name, and especially so old a person 
as the defendant, to make such smooth, straight 
snarks, as that cross is composed of; and,” he 
contin.m d “although you. gentlemen, are tohna- 
ble writers I do not believe one of yon can make 
a mark so handsome as ibis, even while alb ged 
lo have been made by a hand palsii d by old age 
and infirmity.'5 The jurors made the experi­
ment, and found that although they were men 
in the prime of life, with fine nerves and steady 
hands, they could not produce a mark equal to 
the cross appended to the writing before them.

These arguments, together with their experi­
ments, were convincing, and the eleven jurors 
were glad to find good reason for reversing their 
firtt formed opinion, and coming to agreement 
with their foreman. The court, with a crowd 
of spectators, was anxiously waiting for the jury 
iprnake their appearance.— Those who heard 
the trial could not but feel that the old man 
would be the victim of the knavery of his sons, 
«Hhe cose were decided in their favour, and they
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Moneys Received.
Rev. F. KLRaschig $1.50, Rev. D. Weiser 

$5.00, Mr. JacoB-Garincr (York) $2.00,

The late Bea N- Porter, of Lebanon, New Hamp* 
shire, gave in his will, saving a few small legacies, 
the whole of his property, about §12,000 to be equal­
ly divided between the American Board of Com­
missioners for Foreign Missions, the American Ed­
ucation Society, and the New Hampshire Home Mis­
sionary Society.

tire const of the colony, and it is confidently expect­
ed (hat an extending commerce will uproot it entiic 
!y. Thou-ands of natives have placed t icmsehes on 
dor the care of the government. Many of the emi’ 
grants are pious and devott d servants of God. and 
possess all the means of religion. Schools for their 
benefit, and that of the natives, have been < stabli-htd 
and liberally endowed by the ladies of the United 
States; while the missionaries of all our hading sects 
have found in Liberia the avenins to new fields of 
evangelical charily.

You will ere this have received from us an account 
ot the expedition of 126 emigrants, sent out by us to 
carry into effect the benevolent intentions of the late 
Dr. Hawes, who wished them to find a peaceable- 
home in Africa. A greater portion of their number 
were pious members of ari evangelical communion, 
comprising an entire church. We are now anxiously 
expecting aid from our friends to ext-nd the same 
advantages to a large number of coloured persons in 
Georgia, who have applied to us for the same kind­
ness.

Ail our colonists are pledged in favor of temperance 
and against offensive war.

A recent arrangement has been made with the New 
York Colonization Society, by which the energies of 
both institutions will be devoted to the advancement 
of the colony at Bassa Cove, and with die parent in­
stitution, by which our society is to receive the funds 
raised in the state of Pennsylvania, thirty per cent, 
being paid into their treasury.

And now, dear sir, in view of all these considera­
tions, we earnestly ask your aid in behalf of this noble 
enterprize. The providence of God, in giving success 
to past exertions, and opening wide the door for more 
extended efforts, calls loudly upon us for inerca-ed 
zeal and industry. We beg, respectfully, to urge the 
import .nee of bringing this siibj ci before your peo­
ple at as early a day as possible an dfo form (if it 
should appear expedient) a society auxiliary to ours. 
Eight hundred s'aves offered to life society for emigra­
tion, whose freedom only dep< nds upon our ability to 
remove them, will show more forc.bly than r.ny 
words of ours, the urgent necessity for an imme liaie 
and large addiiion to pur funds. Any sum, however 
small, that may b«-raised among your people, wc hope 
will be speedily forwarded to our treasurer, Li.ow 
Mifflin, 252 opruce street.

On behalf of the Committee.
GEO. YV. BETHUNE.

Tupkish Sketches.
Cemeteries—Taste for the Picturesque—Pal- 

ley of Belgrade.
The Turks carry their contempt of the Chris­

tian even beyond the grave. The funeral cy­
press. so singularly b< ai tiful in its native east, 
is perm it l< d to throw its dark shadows only up­
on turbaned tombstones. The American ray uh., 
the oppressed Greek, and the more haled Jew. 
slumber in tin ir unprotected graves on the open 
heath. Italuust reconciles one to the haughti­
ness and cruelty of the Turkish character, how­
ever, to stand on one <-f the ‘‘seven lulls” of 
Slambuul, and look around upon their own 
beautiful cemeteries. On (Very hill-side, in 
every rural nook, in the court of the splendid 
mosque, stands a dark nc/cropolis, a small city 
of the dead, shaded so thickly by the close 
growing cypresses, that the light of heaven pen­
etrates but dimly. You can have no concep­
tion ofthe beauty it adds to the landscape. And 
then from the bosom of each, a slender mituin t 
shoots into the sky, as-if pointing out the flight 
ofthe departed spirit: and if you enter within 
its religious darkness, you find a taste and ele­
gance unknown in more civilized countries; the 
humblest headstone lettered with gold, and the 
xnoit costly sculptured into forms the most

it may be proper to slate briefly, the leading 
principles of the society from winch it emanates; 
—this cannot be done belter, than ty the in­
sertion of tiic second and third articles of the 
Con.-iiliition ofthe Young Men’s Colonization 
Suck ty, winch are as follows :—

Art. 2. The objects to winch its labors shall 
be devoted, are—

1st. To provide for civilizing and christianiz­
ing Africa, through the direct instrumentality of 
coloured emigrants from the U. States.

2d. To | rotnote by ail legal &, constitutional 
means tile intellectual and moral improvement 
of the Afri an race.

Art. 3. The principles upon which this Soci­
ety bases ils operations, aie peace and temper­
ance, in aid of religion—-dissuasion from war­
fire on the part of the colonists, and the pro­
hibition of the acquisition of territory, except by 
lair purchase from the Native Princes and pru- 
piielors of the soil.

The Colonization Herald will be. devoted 
to tiie faithful exposition and defence of these 
principles, in all th. ir various bearings, and 
its conductors will endeavour by every prop-, 
er means, to cnlitt the energies of the nation, 
in carrying them inio practical operation.

As the scheme of Coh nizaiion will be advo­
cated as a means of blessing to Africa, and (o 
the descendants of her stolen children, of 
course, every oilier wise and judicious scheme, 
in proportion as it is adapted to promote the 
same gloii'ius obj<-ct in any or all of its parts? 
will find favour and commendation in the col­
umns uf the Coloniz; tion Herald.

TERMS.—Tiie Herald will be published si­
multaneously in N<-w York and Philadelphia* 
in a neat newspaper form, on the first and third 
Saturdays ofeviry month al per annum,- 
payable in advance.

Every per.-on obtaining 5 subscribers, and for­
warding their subscriptions, shall be entitled tc> 
a copy gratis, and those wishing to distribute a 
large number, will be supplied on the lowest 
terms.

Every clergyman and superintendant of a 
Sunday School, taking up an annual collection 
in favour of the Society, each life member, and 
every annual subscriber of not loss than ten 
dollars, shall be entitled to the Colonization 
Herald.

Editors friendly to our object, are requested 
to give this Prospectus circulation in their col­
umns; and the friends of the cause generally, 
are respectfully invited to obtain and forward 
subscriptions, w hich, with other commmunica- 
tions.arc to be directed to the Society’s agent, 
Thomas Buchanan, 77 North Fifth street, Phil­
adelphia.

sumptuous, and fenced and planted with flow­
ers n> ver neglected.

In the east, tiie grave-yard is not, as with us, a 
place abandoned to its dead. Occupying a spot 
of cho-en loveliness, it is resorted to by women 
and children, and on holy days by men whose 
indolent natures find happiness enough in sil­
ting on the green bank around the resting plac­
es <>f their relatives and friends. litre, while 
their children are playing around them, they 
smoke in motionless silence, watching the gay ; 
Bosphorus, or the busier curve of the Golden 
Horn, one of which is visible from every come 
tcry in the Stambuul. Occasionally you see 
large panics of twenty orjhirty sitting togeth­
er, their slight feast of sweat meats and sherbet 
spread in some grassy nook, and the surround­
ing headstones serving as leaning places for 
the women, or bounds lor the infant gambols 
of the gaily dressed little musselmans.

Whatever else we may deny the Turk, 
must allow him to possess a genuine love for 
rural beauty. The cemeteries we have de­
scribed, the choice of his dwelling on the Bos- 
plioiu-, and bis habit of resorting, whenever he 
has leisure, to some lonely scene, to sit the 
livelong day in the sunshine—are prowl enough. 
And then all over the hills, both in Anatolia 
and Roumelia, wherever there is a finer view 
<>r a greener spot than elsewhere—you find 
the small sairgah, the grassy platform on which 
he spreads his carpet, and you may look in vain 
for a spot better selected lor his purpose,

PROSPECTUS.

The Board of Managers ol the Young Men’s 
Colonization S«>ci«-ty of PenrrsyIvan'rn, eng-igcd 
in a great woik of benevolence, look with anx­
ious solicitude to their fellow citizens for aid 
and co o; eration.

Painfully insensible ofthe indifference which 
so gem-rally exists towards the colored people, 
and the ignorance and misapprehension so w ide- 
ly prevalent in relation to the cause of coloni­
zation. the Board have been’led to inquire what 
can be done for drawing public attention io this 
sol j 'Ct, and arousing and combining public sen­
timent in behalf of that much injured portion of 
our population.

Il is evident that but little,comparatively, can 
be accomplished for the effectual benefit of so 
large a cla.-s of people, until an intelligent sym­
pathy shall prevail for them throughout the 
whole country. To produce such a slate of feel­
ing, the diffusion of information is necessary— 
I he condition and character of the negro must 
be made known—facts and arguments illustrat­
ing and enforcing his claims must bespread out 
before the nation, and urged with frequent and 
unwearied importunity.

In the prosecution of this interesting purpose, 
.the Board have resolved to commence the pub­
lication of a semi-monthly periodical, under the 
supervision of thu Executive Committee, to be ( 
culled the “COZzO/V/ZJ770/V HEHALD” , 
and to be at once the organ of official commit- . 
nication, the depository of colonization intelli­
gence and the general advocate of the African 
race.

In proposing the publication of such a work, I

s2.‘<xg‘;r of tiie g- Reformed church.


