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Thoughts on Cri tic:·sm and Beyond Stevan Atanasof f 

In Of Human Bo~~~' W. Somerset Maugham penned these w se words, ' 
"Pt!ople ask for cri c:·ic ism, but they only want praise." How often th?se wore: 
c':escr be our true view of er ticism. he ask for "honest criticism11 of our 
efforts when what we really are ,asking for is prtt,ise and flattery. 

As Co-Edi tor of '!'he Seminarian this year, I am asking for honest· 
criticism in order toinpr··ve -- not just praise. I ask f .. r criticism, 
n~t ju t for this paper, but also for our Seminary. 

However, criticism is not enough. It is easy to criticize. The 
importa~t thing is what we do after we have raised our concerns. 
¥erely to raise objectim1s and cite problems is not enough, if we are 
not also willing to be part of the solution. 

In my years here at LTS, I have heard many criticisms leveled at 
such varied thin~s as: the conditfons on ~ampus; our S?iiitual life here;~ 
the faculty and administration; our riewspap•r; our chapel ~ervicesi and 
on and on. Many times tbe same few make the maj o;~' t;r of er~ Hcisms. 

Yet, how m ny of the critics bother to write or work on the paJer; 
or serve in Student Go· etnmenq or lead a cha;;iel serv~ce; or help 
develop programs. to impr.,.,e spiritual life in any way. I think we all 
know the answer. 

I am all for honest .,riticism. But, even beyond that, I am for honest 
action. Only as we work together and care enough to get involved can our 
crltic'sms be turned intc 5olutions. let's do that this y~ar. 



2 

Choosin'.'.( a H.evrn.rdin2: i.:ife :"(ather Than Suicide Liid 

.:)!;/J..::1. AI·:::: LA.i.·'.JEi-~,.)' This is an open letter to anyone v·rho is con-
sider in;;; suicide. J?lease, I be; of you, read what l have to ~;a.y. I 
have been where you are no1,v . 

.. hen I was 2L~ my desire to end rn.y life a~-1G. escaLJe froG the misery 
o:f:' it all was so over~vhelming I might well have been included in the 
year's suicide statistics. As a consequence of choosinG to live, i 

have experie:aced 1r.arriaze, childrea, the joys and sorro"·iS of raisin.:::; 
a family, ar1c.1 now i a.:J looking forward to the ti,dlight years • 

. <~.t 61 .·:.y .;rati tuc",e for the gift of life is as wide, high c..~J.d deep 
as s~Ja.ce itself. Because I c~1ose to 15_ve I a;,1 ·oart of n wonc'lerou• 
worid t:hat has so many :fabv.lous opportunities. I embrace every cha.:.J.ginf:S 
idea p every r110od, every ::1ew experience as an exciting cr1allent?;e. The 
:;ood thir:gs that happe;:i a.re ever r.10re delicious ~oecause l. know j_ 
nearly missed them. ::_ i;:ee-p rei-.1indL1c ff1yself that i. al1aost chose not 
to live -- a.nc'. wJ.~.at a ;;rea.t inista.ke tl1a.t ·~;ould have beerd 

To th9se of you. who are consio.er].n;;S suicide l. say ho.:n5 in' there! 
~ith Goa··~ help, your problem~wili work out. Tomorrow will be a 

ha;Jpier c:ay, l_ r tt1aybe it will !Je the c::Ta:;c -after tomorrow. But surel;:,r 
it is there f:Jr you. ,:3tic!c arourn:t a.nc. ;'fOU will see :.. aE1 right. 
~:~:A)3iJ~,~~Ii.i·r ;s~~:~ABCi~.1-{:J l~;~L~.J~:~l{. 

D.i3Ait R2A;J:t:;i;{' (you are also a. v-rri ter) '..L1:1a.nks for ti.1ose worC:s of 
1jd:~dom. l would not be surprised if yov. saved some lives today • 

. ~c.5-tor's !:O.ote ~ ·ihi2 ·article ~ · fotE1d to be quite L:iteresti:.;,.:; aEc~ sl:.are 
it ·with you with the hope that it n!.ay prove of some value in your 
~nL.1ist:L."'ies. 'Ehe article appea.rec~ in !he Patriot, i-:.a.rris~Jurg, /enn-
sylv;a.nia, · Thursda~y. Septe.1i1ber 15, 198J. -

\ , it .;r- -it· ~~ .. ~=· 

": ew ~ .. vvarcts .r;ro ;-Tam 
dubmitted b;y i{ele;:1 ~ c1,;.ulle·1 

·11zH~ :.~ational ~::;:l!..~'.ov,;me:;.-:.t for tl1e ~-Ii..~"'18.Li ties .has announced a ::1e·s 
;::rants i?rogram for individuals un'.:~er 21 to carry out their owr;. :noa­
crec~.i t huma::1i t:i_os res~arch ;::;roJects c1uri:::-.. g tlle su,}L1er of 19 jJ..;,. 1i 1:-1e 
Youncer Scholars prograia ·will a.warc.'t up to 100 ;,::,ra;.-~ts natio ... 1ally iol"' 
01J_tsta11oin:: re searcl1at1.C'. wri ti.tic~ projects L1. such fields as ~1.istory, 
·:1hilosophy and the. stvfy of li ternture. 'i.i:1ese projects ',fill L•e carried 
out 0.uring th.e sumr:1er of 1984. The ap;;Jlication r5.eadlL::.e is Nove.mber 
15 1003 

. ' . / {_; . 
4ward ·.rec5 -yi e·""ts w-111 be eY~)ectec: to wori; ·.t'ull-ti' :··1e -for ni·,-,"' •- '" I• • - ! _,_ ,1 .L C • .... - --~ • ~ .'. - , •/ - '"' ...&.. .. •I• ..... ... O• ... ..., 

·- '- =! ~ • ·, (' tl -- "'\ ....... ,..,, , ~ ..... <' .,....., .~-, .,,.. ? .,_.,. • t .' '''°1 .,.. ,; -; 1 ..,. t'" - < I I' ., 'I?.' ~· '1·1eeJ: .. s Clh l .. lc:, .1e. su1n11k:.L, researcui ... ,i.':· au .... \,.L l i,.;<; a ,:1. ... Lt1d..i:1J_ -cies .t;;;i.per 
u.i1:~1 er tb.e close'·' supervision of a h~J.mani ties scholar. £·lease note tha.t 
tl1.is 5_3 r.Lot c::. f L1ancial aid prograi'1, a:.1d i10 acc=.J.deid_c crec3.i t should be 
s~u~ht for the projects. 

(c -- kl t ·j..:o -- ""oJ'···"I'.:>"' ~1 .... ,,:, r, .,.,, ~t' ,.., '., ... ,..,t~--·1 ..L' ··~ oi·· 1lr! b "'· 1_,00,,_ e ( .1. ~.:,iJ.l\..,c __ L; .• \j,J .: . .H\.. c:..jJ._J .. lCc::1. lO~ .. l:.10 .L c.C vl01 .. S S"!.O!J. ,_.. e 

a.v.;1.ilE:.1)1e for Dhotocopyhv; at the campus student placeme.-!.t off ice, or 
.,-~'-'- t. • .. ·,., .... ···, 1 ~r •,'"I •ctl'-- ·~•Li"')[ •'l'~ ·.-•rt',_, 1 

~n.L J_ ;,,e o" "-O•Llt'_'Ser ,;)Cl10J.ars .... ui e .... lJ.1es, .t{OO:n .-c.:o, L!.1e •~d. ioua 
-~.-,..,::;'I'··---. - ..!- ·!=' - th T'r' ,.j": ~t'ect j·,-""1 1 '".,.....,-.. -t _ .. , ·' ~ ')O"Ot: D,:ico ,-11:1e11 (., .i. OL ... e numc:-i.!..... i o, ·, do.lll.A:;, o ... ~, .u. .J • .t:. ::> o . 
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@VlE Tl1E CCi.jViCl'iS COl·!'J:EST i ! ! ~ i ~ 

Now is your chance to use that ballot boi that has been sitting 
on the ledge of the commons. As the commons is for all seminarians, 
faculty, staff, and administration (did we miss anyone?), everyone is 
invited to place a ballot in the box. Below are just a few of the 
suggested names. Choose one of them or vote for your own and then 
add it to the list on the poster. 

The F'ishbowl 

The Rainbow Room 

The Depths 

**iHH~* 

OUH PRAYERS 1lliE iiHTH --

Welcome back 1 ! 

Congratulations 

Sympathy to Bob 

Prayers for Ruth 

Sharon. Pittman 
Larry & Iviaria Bakalian 
Jim Van Zandt 
Rod l.iundy 
Rebecca Seldomridge 

! ~ to .Fran Ringer and his family on_ the birth of his 
first born grar1dson. _ _ _ _ _ · 

iudrowsky at the recent death of his mother, 
I<iayiri Kar j_ian at the recent death of her grand­

mother, 
Dawn Cronin at the recent death of her grandfather. 

Kershner and her mother during her mother's hospital­
ization, 
and, for the families and friends of the United 

States lflarines who were killed. 

**~r-!t·iri:· 

No Longer a Virgin 
by Lee Schleicher 

I want to share some facts and-feeling I had relating to the 
demonstration of the trident submarine, u.s.s. Jenry M. Jackson, on 
Saturday, October 16, 198J. 

Let me begin vd th some factual information (that's a safe place 
for an ISFJ type to begin). Rebecca and I drove up to Yale Divinity 
School (YDS) on Friday. It was difficult for me not to think ofthe 
trip as a holiday. It was a beautiful, clear, crisp fall day. Traffic 
was heavy fro.r:-i New York on -- especailly around the area where the 
bridge section. of the Con.necticut Turnpike fell a few months ago. 

After exploring the YDS campus (finding the Paul Vieth Center for 
Christian Education) we attended an Ecumenical Service for Peace. Vie 
then moved to the Berkeley Center, an Episcopal school associated 
with YDS. Here we met some of the other folks who would be going to 

(cont., p. 6) 



Ceremony or Liturgy? 
by Tom Shelley 
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I just sat -- and I mean literally just sat- through one 
"wedding ceremony" too many. · The... bridal party was immaculately 
attired. The musicians executed their art flawlessly. The offici­
ating minister spoke articulately. And the congret:e:tion just sat 
there. 

. I feel. che~ted whenever I am a mute o·bserver of a marriage. The 
Divine service is not s spectator sport. To sit - and sit - and · 
merely watch leads me to wonder if thereis much difference between the 
normal Protestant wedding and the normal Shakespearean theatre per-
formance. . . · 
. I could be more understanding, perhaps, if the couple were only 
minimally committed Christians, or non-church members. But when 
committed Christians allow cultural norms to dictate their wedding 
plans, I cringe. 

A lot of blame must be laid at the clergy - at all levels, local 
and hierarchical. We simply have not educated our people regarding 
what is a Christian wedding. ifot that the opportunity hasn't been 
present; in each lectionary year the pericopes include at least one 
Sunday on which marriage could be made a focus. And educating can be 
done in so .. nany settings; youth groups, church councils~ etc. 

But a general laxity about rubrics is also part of the culprit. 
In the United Methodist rites, for example, the permissive phrase 
"Should be encouraged" is used in place of a.firm "must" or "shall". 
The result is that lacking any high standard, we settle for the 
least connom.denominator - the one dictated by culture. 
The worst cultural normis that the '~1f edding is a "ceremony" - a 
participation - less event which is passively observed. This should 
not be h1 the church - especially ·the Protestant. church founded to in­
volve the people of God in the word and sacrament! We should - no, 
MUST - scrap the term "ceremony" from our church vocabulary and re­
place it with Liturgy, which in Latin means "the work of· the people." 
No wedding liturgy can be a spectator sport. The people must be in­
volved, either in hymns, prayers, or responsive readings. 

Otherwise, why celebrate a wedding in a church with a congregation' 
If the wedding is not to be a community experience, shared and par­
ticipated in by all present, why invite anyone to share the event? 
The people must, at the very least be allowed to speak an "AfoEN" in 
assent to what has been observed. 

One "sacred cow" in particular which must be confronted concerns 
the singing.of Albert Hay ballot's "The Lord's Prayer" in place of 
the congregation praying aloud. A crisp rubric needs to be set: 
"The Lord's Prayer shall be spoken by the congregation following the 

·pastoral prayer. If a musical setting of the Lord's Prayer is used, 
it must be at some other point in the service". Sentimentality must 
not usurp the prayer commende to Jesus followers. 

With multitude of sever problems confronting the church~ and the 
nuclear sword of Damocles da'Ylgling over our heads, we might well 
wonder why this matter· of spectator wedding services is worthy of 
consideration. Compared to the major issues, this may -seem trivial. 
But I feel the key to addressing these major problems may be found in 
.the community of faith, the church. The church must, .however, begin 
liv1ng and acting as a community of faith in all aspects of her 
life and work. A community of faith desiring· to see justice md 
peace established must unite in praying that petition for God's 

(cont., p. 7, top) 
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Schleicher, cont., from p. 4~ 

the demonstration. Seminarians.were from Yale, Harvard, Drew, Prince­
ton, and LTS - at least those who spent the night with us. In talking 
with some guys from Harvard,I noted this was my first demonstration 
of any kind -- hence identified as a "virgin" by Paul David of Harvard. 
Hebecca and I took a night tour of downtown Hew Haven searching for a 
pay phone and the library. Like everyone .else, we spent the night in 
sleeping bags on the floor at the center .. At 7:30 a.m. we joined in a 
Bagel/Doughnut/Coffee breakfast and then set out for Groton. 

· ·:At Groton we gathered with about 400 other folks -- some old, 
some youngi some long-haired, some crew cutsi s~e with dramatic 
oyrnbolism in their dress, some in jeans and jackets -- but everyone 
seemed to be together in their concern that nuclear weapons were of 
more danger an.d value. We received lots of instructions, both verbal 
and printed, about the "plan". A great deal of effort was made to 
stress the non-violent nature of the demonstration. iiJe were briefed on 
reacting to tear gas, which we were told the police had. The police 
(JOO) a1so wore riot helmet (actually they looked like motorcycle 
helmets) due to the presence of the tdu\: in support of the trident, and 
a third group that opposed the ICT\K but supported the trident. 

The theme was to be that of a funeral. As the procession moved 
a few blocks to the area in front of the main gate of General Dynamics 
chants and hymns and songs could be heard. ·~u·e were given a defined arE 
to be in - marked by buildings to our backs and street barricades and 
police on the other three sides of us I had the feeling that we were 
not in a confrontation with the police. They were there to protect 
our right to demonstrate in safety as much as to allow the orderly 
launching service to take place. . 

For about an hour there were occassioned singing, prayers, and 
chanting. About four dozen perso:ns committed an act, of civil dis­
obedience (referred to a CDing). l must admit I got a real knot in my 
gut seeing these folks loaded into the police wagons. Although they 
were very carefully treated by the police, I couldn't help but sense 
real oppression. 

A .. t noon, most of the demonstrators laid down in the street to 
symbolize the potential death connected with the tride:nt sub. 'l1he 
dilent witness had a visible effect on the people who had just watched 
the launching ceremony. l'vlost did not speak -- two ladies started to 
sing "God Bless America" -- but it was interesting that no one else 
joined in. We're told that although the shock· on the faces of these 
adults disappeared by the time they got past most of the "dead" demon­
strators, the faces of the children remained serious. 

t:,.:As·1 
... wena.ll -,returned to our buses and cars, I felt a profound sr-:nse 

of loss. Ev~.'1 .. though just overnight, the time I spent with some of 
these people drew me very close to 1lem. 

i11Iy drive back ;1was much more somber, no longer did I have the senD 
of holiday. I remember the faces -- especially the children: on the 
playgrounds in New York, at the hlcDonaldland in Connec.ticut, at the 
Service for Peace, at the March, watching the "dead" demonstrators. 

I'm different now after the demonstration, no longer the virgin. 
I gave through my participation; but I also received a great deal of · 
understar1ding by sharing in the experience. I wouldn't urge anyone 
else to demonstrate, I feel that's something that happens within 
oneself. 
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Shelley, cont, from p. 5. 

reign "Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done·on earth as it is ih heaven" 
during her worship. A community at worship does work - does.liturgia, 
"The worl;: of the people 11

• A conununi ty of faith is called to celebrate 
the bond of marriage through the wedding liturgy. Let it be no more 
that the conununi ty' s only vrnrk is just to sit there! 

i~~ .. *~i-ii-i~ 

Trident: It's not just a sugarless gum 
by Rebecca J. Seldomridge 

. As I stood with my feet a~art and my hands spread on the 
back of the p9lice car the police officer put her hand in my back 
pocket, exclaimed - Oh Ifo l - and .i. remembe!'ed the now mel tetl chocolate 
bar that I had stufffed in there after breal~fast. 

I had been a quick breakfast on the campus of Yale Divinity 
School. The night before, Lee and I had gathered with other Semin­
arians to worship and get to know one another in preparation for our 
presence at the launching of the 5th Trident submarine -- The U.S.S. 
Heney M. Jackson. Helen has asked me to write some reflections and I 
would like to share the following two: 

Reflection One 
Standing in a crowd of several hundred at the main gate of the 

Electric Boat Company, protesting silently as peO]? le enter for the 
ceremonies, a stir begins, tension. enters our midst and the police 
wagon backs up - some who 'had forged tickets have been discovered and 
the process of arrest is put into motion. It is easy to watch. They 
are strangers. We offer our support in the form of applause and verbal 
thanks for t

1
he.1.r courage at taking S\lCh actio. n. But their justh bodies, 

as we are al in such -a.ction. ~hat is our purpose for being t ere, to 
. be a physical presence that cannot be ignor·ed. The arrested are pro­
. cessed (read the rights and a polaroid picture taken) and loaded into 
the wagon one by one and I oddly am not moved to any great degree. 

Then I hear the familiar chant rise up from the crowd, see a 
limp body in the arms of four police officers and above the clerical 
collar recognize the face of Carter Hayward. Everything changes for me 
The distance is no longer there between those risking arrest and me. 
I feel part of that action. Carter is one of the first eleven women 
who were ordained into the Episcopal priesthood in Philadelphia in 
1974. A woman for whom I have felt great respect for years as I 
struggle to walk the path that she and others like her have forged and 
I join .in the chant. 

One person in the crowd remains silent as c.arter looks over to 
us and.smiles. I.i.follow her gaze to the woman beside me and fall si­
lent, myself, as watch the single tear fall from the face of one of 
Carter's former students at Episcopal Divinity School. When will we 
be able to stop the tears? 

Refelction Two 
The Klµ Klux Klru1 came. out to support the Trident and the John 

Brown Society came out to protest the Klan. The combination put the 
police into riot gear, brought out the guard dogs, billie clubs and 
threat of tear gas. Tension was higher than usual, but we went on~.,,. 'ii 

(cont. following page) ·· 
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Seldomridge, cont. from previous page. 

with our plans. Just before the launching ceremonies ended a "die­
in" took placG. 

It sounds almost comi¢: as I try to write it down. Several 
hundred persons lying down "deacl". in the middle of the street, 
Buddhist monks beating rythmically on drums, death person1fied stand­
on a black coffin beckoning passersby. Joyous people come out of the i 

ceremony and their faces change dramatically. As they file past the 
"dead" in the street (an almost * mile walk on the sidewalk) mai1y 
are able to shake 'the image, but the children give us the indication 
that our presence is not in vain. Their faces remain changed. 'rhey 
seem to be able to connect that the submarine that they just launched ~ 
could possibly create such a devistation as they see in front of them. 
Perhaps in the next generation . . . . 

-l(··li-*•~.;;.~:· 

"Let Us Pray" 

"Ask, and it shall be given youi seek, and you will find; knock, 
ru1d it will be o en to you. (Matt. 7: 7) For me that sentence is true. 
I hope you ca.i1 concur. Two books, The Workbook of Living Prayer and 
The Workbook of Intercessor·· s Pra.x._er, have helped me to "ask, seek, 
and find." They are printed by the Upper Room ·.in workbook form by 
Maxie Dunnam, former world Editor of '1he Upper Room. That organiza­
tion has a group of people all over the world who pray for specific 
needs. The Spiritual Life Committee would like to form a prayer 
chain, a prayer fellowship, an interce.ssor" s group, whatever you 1 d 
like to call it. If yo u would like to be a ·'.·pa.rt ·of '.:this project, 
please see Rebecca Langer or put a note in my mailbox. There will be 
no meetings. The obj~ctive will be to pray for people in the LTS 
community or whatever the community members request. Your name would 
be on a list and you would contact one or two other people whou would 
covenant to pray as the needs arise. 

Rebecca Langer, Member 
Spiritual Life Committee 

~•· ·:1-* -ir .,~ * 

Minutes of SCC Meeting• .. 
09/27/BJ 

Present: B. Patterson, R. White, M. Gingerich, H. Iviciviullan, R. 
Seldomridge, B. Beck, R. Mundy, P. Cronin, G. Holmes, c. 
Mckley, J~ Nogle, P. Dionne, S. Hamlin, A. Smith, E. 
Fenimore, T. Dodge 

Meeting called to order at 9:Jl with a prayer by B. Patterson. 

Secretary's report given by H. VIcLiullan. 

Treasurer's report given by M. Gingerich. 

Spiritual Life Committee report given and submitted by R. Mundy 

Campus Life Committee report given by P. Cronin, including a usage 
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sheet of housekeeping ai1d usage of the Student Commons which was 
ha.11ded out to those present. 
1rhere was discussion concerning the usage, upkeep i and furniture 
of the Student Commons. Regarding the furniture, it was reported 
that ,T. McFadden was working on funding and that student dona­
tions would be welcom e. 

Seminarian report given by H. McMullan. 

Paul Dionne was introduced and welcomed as the Junior Class Repre­
sentative. 

Reorganization Proposals were discussed and a SCC Executive meeting 
'!llas scheduled to further discuss the proposals. 

The Representative to COhIP, Becky Langer, resigned and Rod Mundy was 
appointed in her place. 

Budget In-put was discussed; anticipated expenses will be discussed 
at next sec meeting. 

The change over of Richard Hall mainenence and food service was dis­
cussed with favorable comments from thos participating in the 
discussion. 

LTS Jackets will be ordered to be in. on time for Christmas. 

SCC Activities for the September session were reviewed by B. Patterson, 
The then upcoming Convocation was discussed. 

Other Items: hi. Gingerich led a discussion concerning Jay's 
disappointment with the status of the apartment storage areas. He 
suggested that focus be brought upon the status through the 
Seminarian and the Communicator. There was further discussion. 
A. Smith led a discussion concerning the position of an apartment 
go-· between. P. Cronin led a discussion concerning the Commons 
usage sheet. Li. Gingerich motioned, E. Fenimore seconded that thE 
guidolines be approved as pending. The motion was carried un­
animously. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:23. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helen McMullan (Secretary) 

*~"-l~~i-J,i--~fo 

REFORT!IATION DAY: A CALL TO REPENT AND RENEW 
by Tom Shelley 

October 31 on many church calendays is marked as a red-parament 
day entitled "Reformation". Denominations which descended from the Re­
formers frequently observe "Reformation Sunday" on the last Sunday of 
October. · 

Recently, however, so~e lead~rs of the church, most notably Unite( 
Lie:thodist liturgical scholar James White, have begun to press for the 

( ("()rlf: i rlll l'.'n 1""'11"1 f'n 1 1 nur;.,.., no .,.,.., , ..•. -. \ 
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Shelley, cont. from previous page. 

abolition of Reformation Sunday, claiming that it is too ciivieive and 
contrary to efforts for Christian Unity. In an age of increased ecu­
menical awareness a...YJ.d improved Roman Catholic-Lutheran dialogue, why 
emphasize the tragic rift of the past? Why emphasize our differences 
and distinctions when we should celebrate our unity in Christ? 

To be sure, past Reformation Sunday observances may hae been 
deserving of being discarded. In an earlier era of intolerrn1ce, durin& 
the heyday of anti-Catholic fraternal organizations, Reformation Sundaji 
was in all probability an occasion for Protestant triumphali$m, a 
c0lebration of "Thank-God-we're-not-Cat'lic". 

So what meaning can Reformation have in an age of ecumenism? We 
need only look at the red paraments to grasp the answer. Red is the 
symbol of Pentecosti hence Reformation could be considered an "Autumn 
Pentecost'': a celebration of the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in 
re-forming, renewing, and revit<tlizing the churcb.. 

We cannot be so self assured, so arrogant that we presume not to 
be in need of continual reform. Refoqnation Sunday is thus a call to 
repentance. As we look back on our heritage, we are humbled as we 
realize how much we have deviated from the design of the Reformers. To 
give some brief examples (for tho•e who may still feel smugly self­
righteous), let us consider some of the teachings of Reformers. 

The Reformers taught salvation by grace through faith. In mar1y 
churches this has been twisted so that the message becomes "salvation 
by fatth", and faith becomes a "work". One can earn salvation by hav­
ing faith, acquiring warm feelings, or trusting in a set of doctrines. 
The work of faith c.nd feelings is the clarion call ofthe revivalist. 
Is this a free gift of grace? We need Reformation! 

The Reformers taught access to the scriptures by all. ln our 
churches, we have thro111m stumbling-block upon stumbling-block in the 
was of those who seek to study scritpure. lrJe ar~e incessable over 
authorship and redactorship, debate and ad infinitum who wrote the 
truth of God, yet pay little attention to this truth in our midst and 
its implicaiiicns for our lives. We need Heformationi 

'I1he H.eformers taught the priest hood of all believers. In our 
denominations, we have carefully safeguarded clergy power and authori t~i 
We have developed complicated licensint; and ordiation procedures. We 
have resisted attemptsto engage the laity as partners in ministry, 
clinging tightly to our turf. Is this the priesthood of all believers~ 
We need Reformationi 

This Reformtion Sunday, will we be willing to look back upon our 
heritage s..nd humbly confess our shortcomings? Will we be willing in 
light of our shortcomings to pray for the reforming, renewing, and 
revitalizing breath of the Holy Spirit upon our Churches? 

Or, ashamed to admit our shortcomings and afraid of revivals' 
ramifications, will we refuse to recall Reformation? 

..;z ... a.*.;'-*~· 

Book Reviews 
by Dale· Bowman 

. Message and Existence: An Introduction toChristian Theology, of 
whiali Langdon Gilkey is author is a helpful introduction t'o theology. 
That is, iit·is a helpful introduction once f39Ilse can be madeof the 
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style and mode in which the author of the work writes. The work is 
valuable due to its bottom to top approach to theology. There are 
however other works in the field of introductory theology which read 
with moro ease, however, they are not as comprehensive and contained 
in a single volume. Gilkey uses history, science and existential 
thought both philosophically and theologically in an attempt to 
provide &""l encompassing theology. Unfortunately, the work lacks the 
necessary cohesion to provide for such a final product. While I am 
critical of the work in a predominantly negative way, I do think that 
it con be a valuable work for the personal and theological library. 
While I would recommend the work I could not do so with any real sense 
?f enthusiasm. The work is currently available at a list price of 
$5.95, and I believe is also available in the LTS Bookstore. 

Shirley C. Guthrie, Jr., professor of systematic theology at Columbia 
University has authored a brilliant work entitled, Christian Doctrinci 
Teachings cf the Christian Church. This work, like Gilkey's, is a 
work dealing with theology. The work is incredibly readable. Also, 
the work is both a top to bottom approach with respect to theology and 
comprehensive in its considerations •. Wh.ile the work answers many 
questions, it instills the need to pursue faith and intellect and 
develop them with keener insight and expand the lrnrnel of grace which 
the work embodies to unlimited ends. Guthrie entices such a pursuit 
with the inclusion of questions and statements at the end of each 
section called "For Further Reflection and Study. 11 This work is 
indispensible to one's personal library and a necessary tcme to be 
found in a theological library. The work is published from John Knox 
Press, and I was.unalble to obtain the works current retail cost. I 
do believe that the work is available through the LTS Bool\:store. 

Keith Watkins is the author of the 1981 publication by Abingdon Press 
entitled, Faithful. and Fair: Transcending Sexist Langv.age in Worship. 
I recommend the work due tc its thought provoking tendency and not be­
cause I agree with the author. I find it a fundamentally valueable 
tool to assist a person in evaluating and re-evaluating their beliefs 
in regard to the use of sexist motifs in worship and everyday ministry 
The worl\: is currently available at a cost of $4. 95, 

r,.ioral DevGlopment: A Guide to Piaget &""ld Kohl berg authored by Ronald 
Duska and Ivlariellen Whelm-1 is an essential work for the Christian 
Educator's library. The· work clearly explicates the the.aries of 
Piaget and Kohlberg. Current reading is necessary in Kohlberg since 
the time of the publication of the vmrk h:ohlbcrg has modified his 
theory to a degree. They take the theoriGs of both and draw their 
implications for Christian morality from them supply examples of 
application. The work is currently avai~able at a. cost of $4. 95. 


