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Missions of the Reformed Church.
For the following report of the Rev. J. W. 

Mueller, missionary in the employment of 
West-Pennsylvania Classis, which we have, 
translated fiom the German,-we are indebted 
to Rev. N. P. llacke, of Greensburg, Pa. one 
of the committee who conduct the missionary 
t peiations of the Classis. From its dale its ap­

pearance might have been expected sooner, but 
its reception here was much later, and too late 
for our last number.

A’ew Orleans 1834
Rev. Brethren.,

Toward the end of December of 
the past year I had the pleasure of transmitting 
fiom Louisville, Ky., an recount of my mission­
ary tour and transactions in the service of the 
Classis, which, as 1 learn by a letter fr< m Rev. 
Mr. Macke, dated January 7, but which did 
not reach me until late y, came duly to hand 
and was kindly received. J would gladly be­
fore this time have transmitted notices ot my 
further progress, but was desirous of adding 
some laiticulars <f more interest, which J have 
it now in my power to communicate.

As 1 remarked in my last rejoit. it was my 
intention to go to St. Louis and that region of 
country, where indeed a number < f Ge rmans, 
chiefly Piutcstaiils rece ntly arrived, live disper­
sed, particularly in the ncdghbc nihood of Bell­
ville, in Illinois; but as the winter was at hand, 
and 1 ascertained in Louisville, before my de­
parture from tbit place, (w 1.at I had heard be­
fore in Cincinnati,) that a large number ofGer- 
xnans, w ho were destitute of a preac her, resided 
j» Mew Orleans, ! resolved to come here for
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j some t
33 3? Sanit-l 3M.11>, '[The reason «hr ii.isflo(k have been so long 

 | without a shepherd is easily conjectured.
On the South etde < f Mam struct, directly j]anj indeed be phased'wilh the fertile 

I plains of the south, but the heat of the* climate 
and its diseases constitute the gieat obstacle.

I As the journey over land would have taken up 
I much time, ai d 1 could have dune nothing on 
the way, 1 took the steam-boat on the 24th cf 

i December, having preached on the 22d in the 
English language, and pieviously to my depar-
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I Engl. American houses. I had j in pose d first to 
' visit Little Roc k in the territory ol Arkansas whe re 

sc me Gutmans are said to reside, but my design 
 was frustrated, as no vessels ascended the Ar­

kansas. In Wicksburg 1 delayed one Sunday,  visited s< mu Gciman families, and gave advice
and consolation to several homeless wanderers, 
but was unable to collect an assembly fi r public 
wor.-hip.

On the 9th of January I arrived at New Or­
leans. The welcome given me by a pour Ger-, 
man, whom I met in quilting the vessel, was 
nfl< cling. When I tc/ld him that I was a Ger­
man pieacher, he- fell iq on my neck, kissed and 
embraced me, Mid in excess of joy was unable 
io spe ak. 1 enquired about others of Lis coun- 
irymen, and was conducted by him to several 
huts were 1 saw j overly and wretchedness. and 
found on a death-bed the father of a family to- 
wbcm I administered consolation. There 1 
met with the first members cf my subsequently 
numerous congregation.

By the recc mine ndatjons I bad brought with 
me, and some activity, it was c flee ted that on 
(he following Sunday, the 12th of January, I 
obtained the use of a handsome church; that 
of the French Protestants, (originally Reformed 
Swiss.) whose pastor died of ye How fever two 
ye ars ago. 1 had a respectable number of hea­
rt rs, w Inch inc reased on the next Sunday. Hav­
ing learned that a still larger number of Ger­
mans were living in the town of La Fayette, S 
miles from New Orleans, I immediate ly pro­
ceeded thither, and, on the Sunday following, 
Jan. 1G, preached there to a large congregation 
and on the same day in New Orleans. Appli­
cation was made to me for a continuation of my 
ministry accompanied with an intimation which 
I cannot here pass over without notice; viz; 
‘*Thal the Synod which had sent me must have 
known how necessary it was that the word of 
God should be preached in New Orleans.” 
Certainly there is not a place where the neces­
sity of it is greater. A degeneracy will ensue 
wherever the gospel-ministry is long silent. In

| the purpose cf at least procuring more exact in- I this place, moreover, there is a mixture of many 
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' is easy, temptation is great, (he love of the 
w oild predominant, uouiished by every sort of 
despair and by indifference to n continually 
threateningand desolating death. NowLeie does 
so much practical fatalism prevail as in New 
Orleans, where it is usually expressed in terms 
like these: Hf I am to die, I shall die st all 
events; let me do as 1 may.” That such a 
pi inciple must sap the foundations e.f religion 
and morality, is sufficiently evident. Besides 
the se things another circumstance wrought un­
favourably upon the minds of the pt epic. Same- 
years ago there was in the place a Gciman 
preacher, who is still spoken of as a man of a- 
biliiies, but who is said to have absconded in a 
frhort lime, after receiving an advance of mon­
ey. Alter him, in 1829. came Rev. Mr. H------ ,
but being deficient in the Geiman laugm-ge, he 
became unpopular and was forsaken. The con­
gregation, which was actually inc operated as a 
Goman Protestant Congregation^ being thus 
disaj pointed, many lost their delight in public 
worship; and this state of things put obstacles in 
the way of another clergy man. and consequent­
ly in mine, that macle the beginning difficult. 
In the mean time it must be adniittc-d that there- 
nic still in this place many woitby men and 
families who arc alive to the ge.od cause. I 
cannot here pass in silence over the names (>f 
I. L. W------ , from Germany, and B------ , from
Pennsylvania, who have particularly distinguish­
ed themselves in the forming of the new Ger­
man congregation. A subscription (to terms of 
membership,] which I had commenced, having 
met with good success, we proceeded on the 
8d of February to the election of officers, who 
were installed on the succeeding Sunday.

The consistory now engaged to take the care 
of my support and of the external interests of 
the church upon themselves; and,agreeably to 
a resolution adopted at the Easter-holidays, I 
preach twice on every Sunday, once! in New 
Orleans and once in La Fayette. A desire is 
already in activity among the congregation to 
have a church of their own, either by erecting 
one or by purchase, as soon as the means can 
be obtained.

1 have in the moan time baptized 15 chil­
dren, solemnized -1 marriages, once [on Easter- 
Sunday] administered the Lord's supper in the 
church, and visited the sick. Catechetical in­
struction is appointed, and if the Loid will, 1 
shall confirm the catechumens on Whitsun­
tide.

Believing it also my duty not to lose sight 
of school-instruction, X conducted it jointly
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ter from Rov. N. P. Hacke, ono of the Mission- we shall endeavour to gi 
sionary Committee of the Classis from which, assed statement of facts, 
we make the following extract.

^With this you will receive the report of Mr. 
Mueller. I have had it some time in hands but 
have deferred sending it hitherto on account of 
this letter. * * * * * In order to
keep our engagement with Mr. Mueller in rela­
tion to his support, we shall thankfully accept 
the aid promised to ns by the Board of Mis­
sions; and as it is desirable that Mr. M------, —i ne.citizens in ineir general uepi
ahopld still be employed in missionary labours upright, moral and exemplary—and

To the ministers of Ike German Reformed 
Church in North America the following Cir­
cular letter is very respectfully addressed—
At a public meeting recently held in the town 

of Mercersburg, Franklin county, Penn, to de­
liberate upon the contemplated removal of the 
1'heological and Classical Institutions which are 
now situated in York, Pa. with a view to their 
permanent location in Mercersburg, the under­
signed persons were appointed a committee to 
obtain and communicate to the ministers of 
your Churches such information as may be de­
sirable relative to their location in this place ; 
and connected with this, to give some informa­
tion respecting public sentiment with regard to 
morals, religion, education, See.—also, to im­
part such intelligence as they may possess in 
relation to the probable expense of living, build ­
ing, and the prospect of obtaining students.

To the discharge of their duty the Committee 
proceed with some degree of reluctance; yet they 
are encouraged by the reflection that they have 
abundance of facts to present wherewith to in­
fluence, they hope, in some small degree the 
decision of your Synod.—It becomes necessa­
ry in a circular of interest and character such 
as this, to give a fair, impartial and unexagger­
ated narration of facts, knowing that upon this 
depend consequences of much moment.
. The committee are sensible of the fact, that 
under all circumstances, and in every relation 
of tife, is man bound by the strongest and most 
solemn obligations to represent matters fairly 
and impartially—No necessity, how imperious 
soever, can excuse or plead in extenuation of 
an untruth—Yet there may exist a peculiarity 
of circumstances which occasionally render-a 
little embellishment necessary and expedient— 
but we are of opinion that the matter now un: 
der consideration is not of this character—it is 
of too grave and serious import to admit the 
smallest embellishment—this being the case, 

shall endeavour to give a candid and unbi- 
ent oi tacts, as we, in our humble 

judgement, apprehend them to exist. With re­
gard to morality the Committee would observe --------- ----.WVMtHMIVllu
that in their opinion Mercersburg stands upon highly to the consideration of your Synod 
ap equality with most of the townsand villages the next stated meeting; and could we prese 
in the state. In the town and surrounding motives sufficiently strong to brin<* about 
neighbourhood morality of a sound character —U.. »
prevails—morality which is predicated upon 
the Christian faith—the morality of the gospel 
— The citizens in their general deportment are 

" ’ ’ ’ 1 as respects

for the benefit of our church, the assistance of 
the Society in the congregation in Philadelphia 
will be indispensible, inasmuch as we are un­
der the nccessitv of giving aid to three of our 
brethren in teeble congregations, viz. Mr. A—, 
whose salary from his congregation is $150, 
Mr. B------ , who receives the same amount, and
Mr. B------whose salary is only $120. We
have besides other expenses for printing &c. so 
that our treasury will be exhausted. * * *

It is desirable that a young man from the 
seminarywho can preach well in English should 
visit our western region and preach particularly 
in Fayette county, &c. &c. In Fayette county, 
1 believe, a station may be formed if the preach­
ing be in English as well as in German.”

religion suffice it to say that a large proportion 
of the inhabitants of the town and parts adjacent 
are professors of the Christian religion. These, 
together with other advantages of a local cha­
racter which it possesses, render it, in the esti­
mation of the Committee, and of citizens whose 
interests they have the honour to represent, a 
location highly eligible. Furthermore, the com­
mittee are of opinion that Mercersburg would 
afford a much more disirable location for an In­
stitution of a Theological character than al­
most any other which might be procured.—To 
students who may be so inclined, the same temp­
tations are not presented to engage in scenes 
of dissipation as in many of the surrounding 
larger towns. Here, however, do not misun­
derstand us and have us intimate that there is 
no immorality and vice amongst us—To induce 
such a belief is foreign from our intention— 
There is, alas! but too much of both—and 
where is the place, we would ask, entirely free 
from vice of every description ? A happy place 
truly if any such can be particularized.

It appears to be the prevailing notion that 
S 1-50 per week will procure boarding of the 
most respectable kind. And as to the probable 
expense incidental to the erection of suitable 
buildings, the Committee conclude, after hav­
ing conferred on the subject,-that they can be 
erected as low as at any other place in the 
state. It has heen intimated that the amount 
of money requisite to procure the location of 
these Institutions permanently in any place 
would be S 10,000. This sum the Committee 
have no hesitation in saying, can be obtained 
without difficulty, as three fourths of the whole 
amount is now subscribed by good and respons­
ible persons.

Oiir opinion also in regard to students is,, 
that there is as great a likelihood of obtaining 
a constant supply here as in any other place 
within our knowledge; and were the Institu­
tions now here, and prepared to go into opera­
tion, there would, we have no doubt, be found 
many ready to enter as students in the various 
departments.

Mercersburg is situated in the south western 
part of the county of Franklin, enjoying the 
advantages of a beautifully diversified and fer­
tile neighbourhood, unequalled by any other 
section in the county, and probably not much 
surpassed,by any in the state, possessing the 
salubrity of the mountain air, and the best lime­
stone watea in abundance, which contribute to 
the general health, as well as comfort and con­
venience of the citizens. Society is large 
and extensive—The citizens are hospitable and 
kind, and in some degree enterprising and in­
dustrious—In short, the opinion of the com­
mittee, uninfluenced by personal or pecuniary 
considerations is, that the place possesses many 
conveniences and advantages of a physical as 
well as moral character adapted to the" exi*en-« 
ciesof such an Institution which recommend it

at
we present 

special meeting odhat.bofyJoMh^purposeof 
deciding immediately upon a location for the.a 
Institutions, it would be a desirable result 
The committee, having now in a brief and im 

perfect manner discharged the duties which de.'

66
with a Mr. Heimberger from Speyer [in Ger­
many] during one month, when it was given 
over to him, and he has since continued it. J 
will add further that by particular request, 1 
preach once a month at a small German settle­
ment a few miles from the city.
# * * * * x- # *

This is the brief report which I am able to 
make of my missionary operations. Since my 
residence in New Orleans I am daily more and 
more convinced of the great importance of this 
station for the church; partly on account of the 
number of Germans living here, who may a- 
mount to 4000, of which number about the 
half arc Protestants; and partly on account of the 
multitude of passengers who are continually a- 
n'ving. This place is the other great entrance 
for the population of the west, and, by reason 
of its isolated situation, it receives a more copi­
ous influx from abroad than New York. It is 
besides a second Corinth with regard to its 
mode of living. I must therefore commend 
this city to the special attention of the Classis ; 
and the Consistory also desire to commend 
the congregation to the future guardianship of 
your body. They are concerned that the con­
gregation may be permanently established, so 
that, if I also should leave thorn, their continu­
ation may not be interrupted, and they may not 
be left long—or not at all—without a pastor. 
With this object in view, I shall from time to 
time transmit accounts of its condition to the 
Classis.

I am very thankful to the members of 
the Classis and the missionary committee 
to Professors Miyer and Rauch, and the Rev. 
Messrs. Ibbecken and Voigt, for the interest 
they have t iken in this object and the confidence 
placed in me, and also for the pecuniary aid 
which has been promised. For the time during 
which I am to receive a salary here (though 
hitherto I have received nothing) it would be 
improper to accept any thing from your good­
ness, but for my long journey and my expenses 
in this place until the beginning of February I 
shall gratefully accept a compensation.

It will always afford me a pleasure to labour 
for the interests of the Reformed German 
church, and especially for this reason that I can­
not but recognize in her a liberal mind and a 
striving after greater illumination.

The consistory of this congregation think it 
reasonable that toward the end of summer I 
should take a journey for recreation, which I 
may perhaps be able to make useful to the 
church as a missionary.

With the. highest regard &.c. dye.
J. W. Mueller,

Accompanying the foregoing report is a lot-
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Daniel Shaffer, 
Elliott T. Lane, 
Robert Dick, 
P. W. Little, 
Jacob Hosler.

Mercersburg, Pa., June 27, 1834.

place. Mr. Kurtz knew that the church was 
held jointly by the two congregations, although 
he did not think proper to make mention of the 
Ger. Refoi med side. Pct haps he forgot them; 
and it is surprising too that he should, as I have 
understood that he received a friendly recep­
tion by Mr. Myers and his amiable lady while 
here.—The writer of this has no unfriendly 
feelings either towards Mr. Kurtz or Mr. Wei 
ser. and could not possibly have any toward 
them as Lutherans, as he was initiated in the 
same church and still professes to be one of 
their number : but he is not willing to make 
any distinction for mere name’s sake, as names 
are mere bubbles, but thinks every man should 
be judged, not according to his professions and 
polished words, but according to his acts.

Justice.
Mercersburg, Pa. July 11, 1834.

volved upon them by virtue of their appoint­
ment. would respectfully leave the matter with 
the churches under your care, indulging a hope 
of their favourable exertions in behalf of the 
citizens of this place.

For ike Messenger.
Mr. Editor,

I am gratified to find, that a pro­
per interest is awakening to the subject of the 
Periodical of our Church ; and that our breth­
ren of the ministry are giving substantial evi­
dence of their determination to do their part. 
Since my former communication to you, I have 
taken some pains to ascertain the views of 
members of our church in relation to the change 
of the “Messenger;” and all with whom I have 
conversed would prefer a weekly folio sheet as 
soon as the subscription list will justify it. 
The Board of Missions, 1 conceive, have acted 
judiciously in continuing the present form un­
til the end of the year, as many of the subscri­
bers would prefer having the volume uniform 
for the sake of binding. This arrangement 
will also give time to discuss the subject of a 
further change, and enable the Board to decide 
whether it can be done with safety. It is truly 
gratifying to see our Ministers coming forward 
and pledging themselves for large numbers of 
subscribers; it is to be hoped however, that 
they will be enabled to secure the full number 
of subscribers for which the pledge may be gi­
ven; else they may burden themselves withan ob­
ligation, which the circumstances of some would 
not allow them to sustain for more than a sin­
gleyear. The belter plan will be for ministers 
and agents to pledge themselves only for as 
many subscribers as they may be certain of se­
curing, so that the subscription list will not suf­
fer a diminution at the end of the first year. 
I urge this precaution, that the Board of Mis­
sions may be enabled to make their calcula­
tions upon sure data. I am well satisfied with 
the present arrangement of the Board, but if the 
increase of subscribers will not justify publish­
ing the “Messenger” weekly in January next, 
then, and in that case J should be in favour cf a 
Semi-monthly paper in folio or newspaper form, 
and in this I doubt not a majority of the sub­
scribers would concur. As regards the price of 
the “Messenger,” I would state in reply to 
“Another Subscriber,” that the suggestion to 
advance the price to two dollars, was predica­
ted upon the change to a folio sheet If the 
Board shall find that it can be published for a 
lccs sum, it will be well. The Board must ne­
cessarily fix the price, and 1 doubt not they will

put it as low as they can, consistently with the 
permanent establishment of the paper. lam 
pleased that we agree in the principal improve­
ments suggested.

JI Subscriber.

Classis of Maryland.
The Classis of Maryland held a stated annual meet­

ing, at Woodstock, Shenandoah county, Va. in the G. 
R. church on the 4th 5th 6th and 7th day of May. On 
Sunday morning, the Rev. J. Brown, preached in tho 
G. R. church, in the German language, on which 
occasion the Lord’s supper was administered to the 
German part of the Congregation. On the same 
morning the Rev. J. Rebough preached in the Lu­
theran church in the English language, wheic the 
Lord’s supper was administcicd to the English part of 
the congregation.

Besides these public exercises and those in (he af­
ternoon and night, and the protiacted meeting pre­
viously held, preaching and prayer meetings were 
continued during the session of the Classis.

On Monday morning, the Classis was organized and 
its session opened.

The Rev. E. Heiner, Rev. J. IV. I-Tofimeier and 
Rev. R. Douglass, who were ordained by this Clas­
sis, were received as members.

The Rev. Mm. A. Good, of Lebanon Classis 
having accepted a charge within the bounds of 
this Classis and presenting a tegular dismission 
was received. The Rev. J. Brown of Virginia, 
and the Rev. C. Reighly, meml er of the. Ger. 
R. Synod, and recommended to this Classis, were re­
ceived as members.

The Rev. J. Rebough was then chosen President 
and W. A. Good, Secretary, for the ensuing year.

On application, the Middlebrook station, Augusta 
county, Va. was received into the connexion of this 
Classis.

The Rev. James Black of the Presbyterian church 
made application to be received. The Committee 
appointed to examine the credentials of the Rev. J, 
Black, in their report, recommend that he be recei­
ved &. that his dismission from (he Winchester Presby­
tery be inserted in the German Refoimed Messenger, 
which report was adopted.

“Sessions of Winchester Presbytery, Fredericks­
burg Oct. 21st 1833. The Committee to whom was 
referred the application of Rev. James Black to ba 
dismissed from this Presbytery to join the Maryland 
Classis of the G. R, church reported, and the re­
quest was granted. Mr Black is accordingly dis­
missed hereby and cordially recommended to that 
body, as a member in good and regular standing-”

Certified by James Moore Brown.
S. C. W. Presbytery-”

Resolved that Rev. I. II. Smaltzbcdismisscd from this 
Classis in older to connect himself with the East 
Pennsylvania Classis within whose bounds he la­
bours.

“Resolved that the congregations named Pine and 
Raidcr in Shenandoah and Rockingham counties, and 
Gomer in Page county, be recognised as a a pastoral 
charge under the care of the Maryland Classis.”

In the report of the Committee, on the minutes of 
last Synod, which was adopted, is found the follow­
ing:

Resolved that the act of Synod relative to tha 
Ohio Synod be cordially approved.”

A strict adherence to the resolution of Synod, “To 
receive info its connection no applicant whose ordina­
tion has not been obtained from some Ecclesiastical 
body, which it has acknowledged,” is warmly recom­
mended to this Classis.

Resolved that this Classis request Synod to author­
ize the brethren of Virginia to reorganise themselves 
into a Classis, to be called the “Virginia Classis,” 
and to meet at Frieder’s Church, Rockingham coun­
ty, on the 2nd Sunday in May, 1835.

Resolved that we consider the conduct of certain 
Presbyterian churches in the Valley of Virginia, who 
received into their communion some of tbo member* 
of the G« R. church without a regular dismissal, a

(For the Messenger.)
Dear Sir.—The Lutheran Observer of 

the 4th iast, fell into my hands accidentally, 
and I observed in it the article, “An excursion 
chap. 2,” by the editor. In commencing his 
narative he appears as if he was giving it with 
some reluctance, but proceeds. For myself 1 
have no intention to take notice of his excur­
sion until he arrives in Mercersburg and dwells 
on the condition of the church at the time, 
when Mr. Weiser took charge of it. To use 
his own language, “The Lutheran church in 
this place had almost died away for want of 
pastoral ministrations, having been destitute for 
a number of years. They had a house of wor­
ship partly erected, but there it stood, empty 
and desolate, a mere hollow shell, a dilapidat­
ing monument of former existence and present 
decay; the mere vestige of a church was all 
that was left, and that vestige was rapidly dis­
appearing. In this discouraging condition bro­
ther Weiser commenced his operations about 
two years ago, and now they have a beautiful 
and comfortable stone edifice to worship in, fin­
ished “ out and out,” and not a cent of debt.” 

From the above language the reader would 
infer that we had no place of worship in Mer­
cersburg, and that Mr. Weiser was the sole 
cause of the finishing of the church, and the sti­
mulating spirit that now prevails here. It can 
not be possible that this is Mr. Kurtz’s own 
matter, as I should think he would know but 
little of the proceedings of our citizens: he 
must therefore have got it from some one else, 
injustice, as I think, to Mr. Myers, the Ger. 
Reformed clergyman of our place, I am inclin­
ed to give a fair statement of the facts. To 
whom honor is due, let him have it; and I am 
willing that Mr. Weiser should have some 
share of it. The church above spoken oi was 
built by the Ger. Reformed and Lutheran con­
gregations jointly and is still held jointly. It 
was built in 1812, and the lower story and 
steeple with the plastering was finished in 1819. 
Since then we have, had a tolerably comforta­
ble house of worship until Mr. Myers received 
a call from the Ger. Ref. side. He immedi­
ately suggested another plan for the church. 
ITe was told there were no funds, and that it 
was not likely therg could be a sufficient sum 
raised, when he proposed to raise the amount 
himself. Accordingly he drew up a subscrip­
tion and set to work himself? and his amiable 
disposition and social intercourse with the peo­
ple soon enabled him to raise the amount re­
quired. The trustees went to work and had the 
church finished as Mr. Kurtz found it. The 
reader will now be enabled to judge who was 
the principal cause of the reviving spirit in our
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ffiorrcspanlrciicc.
aExtract of a letter from a benijiclary of Me 

ryland Classis to the Editor, dated

----------- College,---------, June 17, 1834.
Rev. dear Sir,—
I am sensible that I have already trespassed 

too much upon your time and patience; but not­
withstanding this is the case, I am still in­
clined to believe that you will yet bear with 
me, this once at least, when yon shall have 
learned the object of my present communica­
tion. The time is fast approaching, when I 
shall have to quit this institution, and enter 
upon some other career. From my last letter, 
you are aware that there are many difficulties 
attending my coming to a decision as to what 
course I shall pursue in future, and as these 
difficulties seem to be increasing upon me, and 
tho lime for deciding is drawing to an end, 1 
am anxious to obtain your advice, together with 
several items of information. It appears ad­
viseable, from many circumstances, that I 
should enter upon a course of Theological stu 
dy, as soon as possible; and there are many 
things well known to you without doubt, which 
render it highly desirable that this course should 
be pursued at the institution over which you 
preside. But to these things there, are many 
obstacles. From some circumstances I have 
been prevented from acquiring any funds this 
summer from my own industry; ami as the last 
session at college is an unusually expensive 
one, I shall be compelled to leave college next 
September about $ 30, in debt, unless Provi­
dence provides for me from some unexpected 
quarter. By a resolution of the Executive Cun • 
mil tee of the E. Society of the Maryland Clas­
sis 860. per year have been allowed me to en­
able me to pursue my Theological course at 
York. As this sum, so far as I know, must be 
my sole dependence, and as boarding at York 
costs 81.50 per week, it is easy to be seen that 
it is impossible for me to get along there, with-

Black, C. Reighley, J. Dieflenbachcr and G. A. Leo­
pold be supplies to visit Winchester.

It was resolved that the brethren in Shenandoah, 
Rockingham and Augusta counties, Va. be requested 
to visit our vacant congregations in Hardy and Pen­
dleton counties.

It was >esolved to make provision for the support 
of a German Missionary in the city of Baltimore.

The Classis request the Commit! c on t 
ing of the G. R. Hymnbook to establish depositories 
in Baltimore, Frederick, and Hagerstown, Md.

Delegates to Synod—Priinairii, the Rev. J. Re­
bough, W. A. Goo I, G. W, Glessner, and R. Doug­
lass; Elders, Messrs G. Lantz, A. Baer, G. Barrick 
and I. Zimmerman.—Secundi, Rev. C. Reighley, II. 
Aurand, E. Heiner, and J. Dieflenbachcr.—Elders— 
Messrs. Schuey, D. Smith, C. Hill and H. Cost — 
Waynesborough, Pa. was chosen as the place for next 
regular meeting of Classis.

Resolved, that our vacant congregations be re­
quested to hold district conventions, to ascertain 
what they can make up towards the support of a pas­
tors &c.

Resolved, that the thanks of this Classis be re­
turned to the citizens ol Woodstock and its vicinity 
for their kind and hospitable attention during our stay 
among them.

The Classis now adjourned to meet on the second 
Sabbath of May, A. D. 1835.

out assistance from some other source. Now,. 
I ask, do you know of any way at all, by which 
I can get along at York with the $ 60. per year 
which arc olfercd'ine, or even with $ 75. which 
1 can get from the A. E. Sue. ? 1 am willing 
to do almost any thing, at least every thing 
which can be reasonably expected. 11 by la­

the publish- bouring two hours each day, or by walking 3
>----- or 4 (,r 5 or g miles, or by spending an hour or

two each day in teaching in some private fami­
ly, I can meet all my necessary expenses with 
the proffered aid, I will most cheerfully make 
(he sacrifice. 1 feel a great anxiety on this sub-, 
ject. I am anxious to be with you next winter 
and shall not go to any other institution, unless 
circumstances absolutely require it. Tnegen­
eral Assembly’s institution at-----------holds out
many strong inducements. Boarding at their 
common table, fuel and.light amount to about 
SI. 121- per week, and from the facilities which 
are afforded for manual labor, by labouring 2 
hours each day nearly all this expense can be 
defrayed. With these conveniences and with 
the aid of $80. per year which I can get from 
one of F. E. Soc.’s of------- . 1 could not only-
got along there very handsomely, but also in 
a short time be able to pay off the small debt 
which I may be under the necessity of leaving 
at college. But there are some objections to 
going to--------------- . Although the Professors
are very friendly to the German interest and 
are somewhat acquainted with the German lan­
guage, still I would, in a great measure, be de­
prived ol the advantages which are peculiar to 
your institution. I could not there form those 
connexions, acquire that knowledge of the pec­
uliarities of the German church, and cultivate 
that familiarity with the German language, 
which are almost indispensably necessary to ex­
tensive usefulness. And besides I begin to think 
that it is almost time that I exert what little in­
fluence I may have more directly in favour of 
the German interest. I am very much at a loss 
to know what course will be the most proper 
to. pursue. My inclination would lead in one 
direction, and circumstances, as they thus far. 
appear, would compel me into another. I wrote 
to Mr. Rebmigh a week or two ago, and anxi­
ously await his reply. If you can possibly find 
sufficient leisure from your numerous duties, 
I wish you would be so kind as to write to me 
soon, and give me your views and advice in re-, 
lation to this matter. I greatly need them and 
shall be in anxiety until I hear from you. I am 
glad to learn that our next Synod meets in Pitts­
burg, and, as it will be be! ween the time of our 
final examination and our commencement, L 
hope if spared to be present during some of its 
sittings. Do you expect to attend ? and, if not, 
what brethren are expected to be present from 
your vicinity .’ Do you. know of any conveyance 
by which I may be enabled to cross the moun­
tains at a small expense? If no other cheap 
mode of traveling is afforded, I shall travel on 
foot, and especially if I can get company. Some 
of these questions are perhaps rather more ciir^ 
ions than necessary. You may answer such of 
them as you see proper.

My last request is that you would grant me 
an interest in your addresses to the throne of 
Grace, and believe me to be Yours &.c.

* ♦ • C «

breach of the articles of correspondence existing be­
tween. our churches.

Resolved that Mr. Habliston’s case be referrred to 
Synod.

Resolved that each member exert himself earnestly 
io extend the circulation of the Messenger.

The Committee on examination recommended Brs. 
Gates and Leopold for ordination ; and Br. Brago- 
nier to licensure, and that Classis appoint a commit­
tee to ordain Mr. Bragonier ns soon as he presents a 
call fiom a charge within the bounds of this Classis; 
which was adopted.

Messrs C. Gates &, G. A. Leopold were ordained on 
"Tuesday evening.

The Committee on the state of religion reported: The 
congregational reports in their possession, and which 
had been reid in the hearing of Classis, while in 
some places they present to us a dark and melancholy 
state of things, on the other hand, when taken as a 
whole, exhibit a very favourable aspect. With joy 
and gratitude we behold some portions of our church­
es, xvhicli but ono year ago were mouldering into ru­
ins. by the ministry of active servants of Jesus again 
beginning to be built up.

By a careful comparison of the statements contain­
ed in these reports the Committee is enabled to say 
that religion is on the advance. Bible Societies, 
Tract Societies, Sabbath School Societies, Temper­
ance Societies, and many other institutions well cal­
culated" to advance the glory of God and the happi­
ness of man, are in active operation amongst us. In 
many of the congregations Missionary Societies are 
established in which considerable sums are collected 
from time to time.. From the number of confirma­
tions, during the past year, it may be concluded that 
a more religious state of feeling than was usual per­
vades the churches. Many have abandoned (he use 
of ardent spirits, and have substituted for it the re­
freshing beverage of the pure fountain; the song of 
lewdness has been exchanged for the hymn of praise 
and the blasphemy of the wicked for the petition of 
tho penitent.

Resolved that every minister of (his Classis con­
sider it his imperative duty to have regularly or­
ganized Sabbath Schools established in every church 
of which he is pastor as soon as practicable.

Resolved (hat (he Clergy hereafter always em­
body in their written annual reports, their geograph­
ical and statistical reports

Whereas repeated and unwarranted attacks 
have been made upon the orthodoxy of the Rev. 
Lewis Mayer, D. D. thereby endeavouring to destroy 
his usefulness in our Seminary, therefore

Resolved, that we, as a Classis, have the most im­
plicit confidence in the integrity, orthodoxy and piety 
of our Rev. Profes-or; and we do pray that Synod 
hereafter treat with contempt all insinuations that 
may be brought forward without good and sufficient 
evidence.

This resolution was adopted by the unanimous ris­
ing of the members of Classis.

Resolve 1 that this Classis annually appoint a 
board of missions, consisting of five members, who 
shall attend to the business of missions; that our 
funH shall be exclusively applied to the interests of 
the vacant congregations and preaching places 
within the bounds of Classis, and the surplus shall be 
remittedto the Synod’s Board, with instructions to ap­
propriate sail remitted funds to such objects as Clas­
sis may direct; that the officers of missionary associ­
ations, within our bounds shall be considered as hon­
orary members of the board of this Classis ; that this 
hoard shall annually elect a Treasurer, who shall give 
security, and they shall annually report their doings 
•and the slate of the Treasury to Classis.

Resolved, that each pastor and congregation be 
cordially requested to form societies, auxiliary to this 
board.

It was also resolved to recommend to the church­
es within the bounds of Classis to admit colored per­
sons to church membership.

Rpaolvod that the Rev. IL Douglass, S. Stchley, J,
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ill ESSEN GE 52.
York, August 1, 183-L

A Missionary Society has been formed in the con­
gregation at Easton Pa. and has commenced its ope­
rations by. appointing the Rev. Francis M. Rashig its 
missionary to labour among the Germans in Cincin­
nati Ohio, from which pliccan invitation was receiv­
ed from a benevolent citizen, formerly a member of 
the Reformed church, some good while ago. Mr. 
Rashig is a pupil of our seminary. lie is wonhy of 
the confidence of the Society from whom his appoint­
ment has been received and of the people to whom 
he is sent.

We have inserted in this number of the Messenger 
the circular of a Committee of the citizens of Mer­
cersburg on the subject of a change in the location of 
the Theological and Classical Institutions in York. 
We have thought this due to the i expectable gentle - 
men composing the committee and to the citizens whom 
they represent, whose liberality and untiring perse­
verance in their object certainly entitle them to 
much respect. At the same time we think it our du 
ty to state that neither the Synod nor the Board of 
Trustees has proposed to move these institutions from 
York, and that the question of removal has not been 
originated in this place. The location however has not 
yet been made necessarily permanent in York, & may 
be changed by the Synod if sufficient inducements to 
do so are presented to that body. The inducements 
must consist in advantages that are certain and per­
manent, and outweigh all the expense and inconveni­
ence of a removal. On the expediency of such a 
measure we shall give no opinion at present, nor in­
deed are we prepared, to give one. But as the ques­
tion will now come before the Synod they must de­
cide it without delay. If it should bo postpone ! a- 
DOther year, the uncertainly whether the institu­
tions are to remain here or to be removed, would 
suspend all exertions both here and elsewhere for the 
erection of suitable buildings, and would probably, 
moreover, have an unfavourable influence upon all 
their operations and interests. It is to be regretted 
that the Sy nod’s place of meeting is so remote, and 
that the attendance of members from different sec­
tions of the church, is likely for that reason to be on- 
3y partial. The question that will come before it is 
one of no little moment to the Reformed church, and 
it is therefore extremely desirable that the decision 

it should be obtained in a full meeting.

The extract of a letter from a beneficiary of the 
Maryland Classis, which will be found in our corres­
pondence, claims the attention of every friend of reli­
gion, and particularly of our own church. We make 
no comments on it, but only ask for it the serious at­
tention of our readers. Can any one read it and 
continue cold and inactive in this cause? Then in­
deed we must say to him that his religious profession 
is a very questionable piety.

To Subscribers and Agents.

We again earnestly request subscribers to pay 
their dues and agents-to transmit to us without

A minister of the gospel who thinks he has 
no concern with any thing but himselfand the 
congregation from which he derives his subsis­
tence, lias nothing of the spirit of his ofiice 
and is unworthy of it. The same is true of 
one who for any selfish purpose impedes the 
agency and restricts the usefulness of another, 
or attempts so to do. He is a traitor in the 
citadel, whom God will mark fur a heavier 
judgement than the enemy without.

Our readers will learn with pleasure from the mis­
sionary report of the Rev. J. W. Mueller, the suc­
cess of his labours in New Orleans, and the flour­
ishing condition of the new German congiegation in 
that important place. We request them to bear in 
mind how much ground remains to be occupied; how 
much the Reformed church may do and ought to do 
to gather her scattered members, to provide for her 
vacant churches and Io emulate other denominations 
in missionary activity, especially in.the great regions 
of the west; and how little has been done. The Sy­
nod’s Board of Missions is paralyzed by the want of 
funds; it can only hear the complaints of destitute 
brethren, communicate its sympathy and express the 
faint hope of being able ata future day to relieve 
them ; but its appeals to the churches have hitherto 
been little heeded. Who that reads Mr Mueller s 
^counts of his reception in New Orleans and consid-

We learn from Rev. B. C. Wolf that the Education 
Society in the congregation at Easton is prosecuting 
its benevolent object in a manner worthy of imitation. 
In some other places the same laudable spirit prevails. 
We wish we could say it is generally prevalent; but 
we are compelled to admit—and we do it with shame 
—that in very many of our churches-, and in some of 
those which could do most in every way, there is a 
deathlike apathy and inertness. The fault is not very 
unobvious; and we pray that those at whose door it 
lies, may give due attention to it. and remove its guilt 
from themselves.- The object of beneficiary educa­
tion is inseparable from that of missions; and both 
of these are intimately connected with our theologi­
cal and classical schools. Neither of these institu­
tions c.m fully answer its end without the coopera­
tion of the others. They constitute a system of 
.means the successful operation of which depends on 
the connection and harmony of all its parts.

A inini.-trr of the gospel must have ihv 
mind of Christ. The spit it of /its mind was 
love ; and that love was pure,, disinterested 
and diffusive: it extended to every human 
being ; and when it had accomplished its pur­
pose of kindness in one, it looked for another: 
the whole race wen* its objects: enemies were 
not excluded; and it moved him freely to 
lay down his life even for them ! Ministers of 
Jesus Christ, what is your spirit, and what are 
the evidences of your love? Ye who are at 
case in Z.on, what account are you prepared 
to give to him that will judge you ?

Letter Postage.

Persons at a distance who address letters 
to an ofluer in either of the institutions m 
York on their own business are respectfully 
requested to pay the postage on such letters. 
’Phe Principal of the Classical. Institution has 
been particularly burthened with expense on 
this account, without the possibility of being 
benefited in return.

ers how many precious souls are in the same desti­
tution, docs not blush when he thinks how little he 
has done, for their relief? Is thcie indeed an eternity 
before us? Is there a judgement day in which God 
will give to every one according to his works; Is it 
true that those who neglect to minister to the wants 
of even the least of his people will be commanded 
to depart into everlasting pain? Why then do we live 
as if all these things were certainly false? A more 
glaring inconsistency docs not exist; and yet men do 
not observe it! This spiritual blindness is a proof that 
those to whom the descriplion applies arc void of 
the spirit of Christ and in the way of death. t-lf our 
gospel be bid, says the apostle, it is hid from them 
that arc lost.” 2; Cor. 4, 3.

The .Messenger.

The following brethren have furnished new sub­
scribers to enable the Board of Missions to publish 
the paper semi-monthly : Rev. Elias Heiner22; Rev. 
J. W Iloffmeyer 20; Rov’d Robert Douglas 17; Rev. 
George Glcsncr30; Rev’d W, A. Good 20: Rov’d 
W. C. Bennet 6; Rov'd Cornelius Gates 20 and for 
disti ibution 10, in all 30. Rev’d J. Diffenbacher 6, 
ami a lew also from Rcv’d B. C. Wolff.

The following brethren have pledged themselves 
each for 20 nt w subscriptions: Rev’d B. S. Schncck, 
Rev’d Charles Rcleigh, Rev’d J. B Rebough.

Pledges are given for 20 additional subscriptions 
each, on-the condition that the Messenger be publish­
ed weekly in folio, on a larger sheet, from the com­
mencement of the next volume, by Rev. Elias Heiner 
and Rev’d W. A. Good.

We arc in ’ebted to Mr. John Smith of Chambers­
burg lor his kind exertions in promoting the circula­
tion of the Messenger, and shall be thankful to him 
for a continuation of the same favour.

The corrected list of agents who arc authorized to 
receive money for the Messenger is given in the num- • 
her for July 15th. To these we now add Mr. Philip 
Sloehr, St. Thomas, Franklin co. Pa. Several names 
were inserted in the list as published in the paper 
of July 1. by mi.-take, which have since been omit­
ted.

No person whose name we have not announced, 
except ministers of the gospel in connexion with the 
Synod of our church, is authorized to receive mo­
ney that is. due f r our paper. The service of any 
friend of the cause who is willing to. aid in circu- 

, lating our paper and will communicate his purpose 
to us will be thankfully accepted and his n^mc an­
nounced.

To the Editor of the Messenger.
The following are subscribers for the Messen- 

’icnger obtained to redeem my pledge.
x x- ■* *

I again pledge myself for 20 new subscri­
bers.-if the Messenger bo issued weekly in 
newspaper form within one year.

W.m. A. Good.
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than suppli-

Rcv. J. Black, late of the Presbyterian church, 
has been received, by the Classis of Maryland 

as a member of their body.

Rev. Stephen Staley preaches statedly in 
Smithfield, Jefferson co. and in the Ref. church 
of the German settlement, Loudon co. Va. His 
residence is in Shepherdstown, Pa.

We have no doubt of their good feelings; but we must 
request them to excuse us, when it is possible, from 
such additions to our labours.

Ecclesiastical Notices.
Rev. Mr. Begeman lately from Germany, has 

been ordained by the Classis of Western Penn­
sylvania as pastor of the Reformed Congrega- 
gations in Washington, Pa. and its vicinity.

The churches in Rowan county N- Carolina 
vacated by the death of Rev. D. B. Lerch are 
still without a pastor. They are very desirous 
of soon obtaining one who can preach to them 
both in German and'English. The situation is 
represented as a very desirable one, and a place 
where much good may be effected by a faith­
ful minister of Christ. It is temporarily sup­
plied by Rev. George Boger and W. C. Bennet.

Rev. J. W. Mueller, missionary in the service 
of W. Pennsylvania Classis, has located him­
self in New Orleans, as appears from his report 
which we publish in this number.

Rev. Henry Au rand, who has recently labour- 
ed at Fayetteville, Franklin co. has been elect­
ed pastor of the Refoimed church in Carlisle. 
His ministry has been apparently much blessed 
in other places, and we trust that under his 
cate that congregation will revive and piosper. 
We heartily wish him much of the presence 

and the blessing of God.

To Correspondents.

The letter of our brother W. C. B. shall have a 
place in our next, Querist is received.

We have received copies of the minutes of the 
Classes of North Carolina and of East Pennsylvania; 
the latter in German. Abstracts will be given as 
soon as we can find time to prepare them. If oiir 
brethren were acquainted with the Editor’s situation 
they would not desire that,, he should perforin foi' 
them the labour of translating, abridging and trans­

delay the money they have received or may 
receive on account of the Messenger. Our ex­
penses are now double their former amount; 
our bills must be paid, or we cannot proceed. 
Some of our subscribers, and some agents too, 
have tried our patience severely. We hope 
they will think it is enough.

POrERV IN THE UNITED STATES.

The following statements on this subject 
were prepared by the. Rev. Philo F. Phelps, to 
be read at the late anniversrry meeting of the 
General Assembly’s Board of Education in Phil­
adelphia. Mr. Phelps has devoted much of his 
time to the subject of Popery, for the last year 
or two,, and his statements, we believe, are. gen­
erally correct, although we think his estimate 
of the number of emigrants to this country in 
1832 is too high. The number of foreigners 
which entered this country, including Canada, 
in 1833, we believe, was between 250,000 and 
200,000, and our impression is that in 1833 
there was a great falling off; but the prospect 
is that the deficiency will be more than suppli­
ed in the year 1834.

That another conflict is to be expected with 
•‘the man of sin and son of perdition” has been 
believed by many since the era of the reforma­
tion. Whether our country has any thing to 
apprehend from such an event, is a question 
which demands our most serious attention and 
is urged upon us by the providence of God. 
Most of the leading Protestant divines in this 
country agree in expecting a conflict, and be­
lieve also that this country will be the theatre 
where it will be witnessed, and also that the 
time is not remote. Some of the reasons for 

i apprehending danger to our country from this 
i source will be mentioned, although the time 
, will permit little more than an allusion to 
them.

1st. The system of Popery is adapted to pre­
vail.

We arc accustomed to consider the system as 
a podigy of error and absurdity ; and it is erro­
neous and absurd, but it has other attributes 
and aspects by which its absurdities are veiled, 
and the whole is wonderfully adapted to a de­
praved world. It is the most finished produc­
tion of that wisdom which is from beneath. 
Ancient in its appearance, imposing in its forms, 
high and infalliable in its claims, holding out 
the prospect of indulgences in sin here, and 
the promise of heaven hereafter, who that knew 
man would not feel safe in predicting its suc­
cess ?

It seizes the deep sentiments of the soul fitted 
to respond to the claims of religion, throws a- 
round them the chains of superstition, confirms 
the reign of sin, embodies and baptizes the un­
changed depravity of the world, and enthrones 
it in the earth in the sacred and abused name 
of Christianity. If the elements of evil remain 
the same—if man continues as he is—then may 
we expect that Popery will gain proselytes. 
Then we may expect that this system, which 
has grown up under the supervision of Satan a 
thousand years, which Cecil with the plainness 
of truth calls “the .Devil’s master-piece,” and 
which Paul speaking by the Spirit, calls the 
“mystery of iniquity,” will prevail, or if it dies, 

cribingtheir minutes for publication in the Messenger, it will be with a strife and struggle such as lias 
never been witnessed. ..... .............. _____ ___ _____ v

If it had just made its appearance, and had according to the dictation of the priests, renders

in view of the subtlety of its structure and its 
wonderful fitness for popularity in our fallers 
world, we might count upon its prevalence.

2d. ’fhe restoration olthe order of Jesuits.
The restoration of this order is an event of 

vast importance to Popery, and may yet be seen 
to have an important bearing upon the future 
history of the world. The origin and charac ­
ter of this order are well known, at least to those 
acquainted with ecclesiastical history.

After their institution they increased in wealth, 
with amazing rapidity, until the revenues of this 
order equalled the revenues of many of the go­
vernments of Europe; and though their num­
bers were artfully concealed, it is supposed 
they must have amounted to two hundred thou­
sand; an army excelling in discipline and effi­
ciency the standing army of any military des' 
pot that ever lived; all educated men, prepared, 
and sworn to start any moment, in any direction 
and for any service, commanded by the Gener­
al of the order, bound to no family, community 
or country, by any of the ordinary ties that bind 
men, and sold for life to the Roman Pontiff, they 
were the fit instruments for promoting his 
schemes of ambition. This power rising so or?, 
after the revival of learning and seizing as far 
as possible the keys of knowledge, bid fair at 
one time to enslave the world.

It is a remarkable fact belonging to the history 
of our times, that this order after having been, 
banished for their immoralities from almost 
every civil government in Europe, and finally a- 
bolished by the Pope, has again been restor­
ed.

Popery therefore may now be considered as 
having her most efficient instrumentality in full 
operation.

Sd. Our location and liability to foreign in­
fluence.

We occupy a small part of the hemisphere,, 
the remainder of which belongs mostly to them. 
Eighty per cent, of the whole population of 
Canada is theirs. Mexico west of us belongs 
io them, and the southern continent to Cape- 
Horn.

Our free institutions, which constitute our true 
; glory, facilitates their introduction. They stand 
forth to the world, a public invitation to all 
mankind to come and maintain them as they 
are, or modify them as a future majority may 
desire. Our free institutions are in their in­
fancy, and our numbers comparatively few. It 
is only necessary for them in sufficient num­
bers, to come and live, and. vote, and the land 
would be theirs. Should this event occur, un­
less they abandon the principles they have 
always professed,our liberty will belong only to 
the history of the past, and our only alternative 
be submission or death.

4th. Their present number in this country.
They' have been variously estimated at from 

five hundred thousand to a million. They 
numper between 300 and 400 priests, and al­
so about SOO churches, 10 colleges, 28 convents, 
14 male seminaries, 21 female seminaries, and 
16 assylums.

5th. Their aid from politicians.
The fact that they move in a mass, and mov®

but ono hundreth part of its men and means, them a convenient instrument for the ambition#
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demagogue. The system is so well arranged, 
that in some parts of our country the priest can 
state beforehand what number of votes he can 
bring to the polls for the person he advocates. 
Places can also be named, where the priests 
have stated from the pulpit what candidate 
must be supported. This gives great influence 
to the hierarchy of Rome in this country. They 
are also aided by infidels, who almost every 
where make common cause with them, and 
thus unite with politicians in “giving their pow­
er to the Boast.”

6th. Aid by emigration.
This is the chief dependence. While by 

their colleges and schools, some proselytes are 
gained from nominal Protestants, their chief 
source of increase is by emigration. In 1833, 
it has been estimated that two hundred thou­
sand arrived in this country by emigration; 
three fourths of whom were Roman Catholics. 
From an estimate made by a gentleman con­  nected with one of our theological seminaries, 
published in several of our periodicals during 
the past year, it appears that the Roman Catho­
lics had increased ten fold during the last 20 
years.

The population of our country doubles in a- 
bout twenty five years. If therefore, they are 
able to sustain the same ratio of increase for 
thirty years the land will be theirs by an over­
whelming majority.

This whole subject assumes a still more sol­
emn aspect, when these facts are considered as 
the indications of a mature design on the part 
of Romanists to establish themselves ‘in this 
country. Leading Protestants in Europe con­
sider tins as a prominent design at present with 
the court of Rome. Priests and laymen among 
themselves have avowed the same senti­
ment.

The crowned heads of Europe, the popula­
tion of France and Austria through their Leo­
pold Foundation, the college of Cardinals at 
Rome, and through them the whole papal world 
are turning their efforts and resources to the 
same object.

These are some of the facts which have ar­
rested the attention of many who love their 
country and the religion of Christ, and led them 
to apprehend danger to our country from this 
source.

The late Dr. Rice, feeling deeply on this 
subject, invited a meeting of his brethren ten 
or twelve year since in New York, where he 
urged it upon their attention and prayers.

Dr. Cornelius after travelling extensively, 
came to the same conclusion, and expressed it 
at a little meeting called for the purpose before 
his death.

Dr. Porter, and Dr. Fisk, who have rested 
from their labors during the past year, held the 
same opinion.

To these might be added the names of many 
who are still living equally esteemed and emi­
nent, in the Episcopal, Baptist, Methodist and 
Presbyterian denominations.

But while we solemnly believe that a conflict 
is approaching, for the final result we have no 
fear. It may come, and in the union of all the .....~ ----- , .
-enemies of Christ, the shock may be violent and bdity, about to be exposed. i he possibility 
agitating. It may come in our time, and we * ~'aa"nt' nnil'n ,n

A GHOST STORY EXPLAINED.

The following relation, pointing out the cau­
tion with which accounts of supernatural agen­
cy should be received, occurs in the first vo­
lume of the “ Life of the late Mr. Henry Salt,” 
lately published by his friend, Mr. Halls :—

JV”. York Obs.
“On occasion- of Mr. Salt’s departure from 

London on his mission, in January, 1809, Salt 
and I were neither of us, as may be imagin­
ed,® in the most lively mood. Our conversa­
tion naturally turned on the dangers he had 
encountered in bis former adventures, and on 
those to which he was, in all human proba- 

. .  i.  l rTk« —-

of our not meeting again in this life, suggested
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may be called to witness such scenes as we 
now only know from history, and the blood of 
those who come after us may be sprinkled upon 
our graves, but whenever and however it conus, 
the Lord Redeemer will prepare his church for 
it and preserve her in it. The cause of truth 
is the cause of God, and will ultimately and e- 
ternally prevail. But if suce a conflict is at 
hand, this and kindred Boards have much to 
accomplish. If the advocates and emissaries of 
superstition arc multiplying through our land, 
and sustained in it by revenues drawn from all 
quarters of the world, ought not the preachers 
of righteousness to be also increased innumber? 
If such a conflict is approaching, let the watch­
men on the walls of Zion be multiplied until 
they shall see eye to eye, until looking from 
tower to tower vision shall meet vision, and 
through their vigilant care under God, Zion 
shall be safe, and the cause of truth be sustain­
ed.—jV. Y. Observer.

Egotism-.—The Millennia] Trumpeter of Maryville, 
Tenn, in reproving a brother editor in the same 
State for his egotism, gives us the following speci­
men of plain dealing, the republication of which may 
not be amiss in this region.—Presbyterian.

“We have been led to these reflections by noticing 
the plan adopted by a brother editor in this State ; 
and we are induced to express them, with a hope 
that he may peruse them, anti profit by the hint, ere 
his well trained passion for self-praise, unexpectedly 
exhibits his cloven foot. It is more to be deplored in 
the present instance, by the gentleman’s having Rev. 
attached to his name. No person, and especially 
those who profess to be ministers of the everlasting 
Gospel, should be aspiring after the honours and 
praise of this world. And, it is of much higher im­
portance that those who attempt to dictate through 
the press, the humble and unaspiring course their 
readers should pursue, carefully avoid “preaching 
one doctrine and practising another.” From week 
to week we have noticed the erroneous and incon­
sistent plan of our brother, until we have very near 
concluded that his quantum of modesty has been 
shipwrecked in an ocean of vanity. All that is said' 
about self or self's paper finds a conspicuous place in 
self's columns, and if no one else will do it, self will 
call the reader’s attention to it. And, the most that 
self writes has self's name attached to it as full as self 
can write it. Take heed brother, lest before twelve 
months you find to your sorrow that self-praise is a 
poor foundation to build a castle upon, and that when 
It once fairly meets the eyes of the modest communi­
ty, it will melt away like snow before the sun of a 
midsummer noonday, and leave the “castle in air.”

to us both a train of melancholy thoughts, 
and insensibly we fell into an earnest dis­
course respecting the land of spirits, and’on 
the possibility of the departed being permit­
ted to revisit those whom they had loved on 
earth. This was rather a favorite topic with 
Salt, and one upon which, as I have before 
observed, he entertained very strong notions. 
My own opinions in these respects did not co­
incide with his, but after a long conversation 
on the subject, it was at length proposed by 
one of us, and consented to by both, that we 
should draw up and sign a written paper, couch­
ed as nearly as I can remember, in the follow­
ing words:—

••It is hereby mutually promised by the un­
dersigned, that, in case of the death of either of 
the parties, the spirit of the deceased one 
shall, if permitted,. visit the survivor, and relate 
what he may be able to impart of his situation.

(Signed) “‘Salt.
“ ‘Halls;

“This paper was committed to my care9 
as the person least liable to accident. I plac­
ed it under other writings in my desk, and 
for a time thought no more of it. But, when 
his protracted absence on the voyage began 
to excite uneasiness with respect to his safe­
ty, the circumstance recurred to my memo­
ry, and occasioned me some degree of dis­
quietude. At length, when he reached Eng­
land, without accident in 1811, I spoke to him 
on the subject, and observed, that I thought 
we had done an. indiscreet, if not a presump­
tuous act. He agreed with me in this notion, 
and the paper was produced and burnt. The 
subject was never again alluded to, nor do J 
recollect that I over thought of it again till a 
long time after he had gone out as Consul 
General in Egypt; but at this period, though 
I had received no intelligence that could tend 
to call him to my remembrance, nor to in­
duce me to recollect our former compact, I 
experienced an apparent vision, of so vivid a 
nature, that, though convinced of its fallacious­
ness 1 can scarcely,even now, persuade myself' 
that it was an illusion.

“ I fancied then that I was lying awake in 
my bedroom reflecting upon events with which 
Salt was in no respect connected. ]t was 
broad daylight, and I saw every thing in the 
apartment most distinctly, when a figure glid-  
ed by the foot of the bed, undrew the cur­
tains on the side next the window, and Salt 
stood before me.. He took my hand in his, 
which felt cold and lifeless, and looked earn­
estly in my face. His countenance was calm, 
but appeared deadly pale; and there was a bloat­
ed and unearthly look about it, that at one© 
convinced- me he was no more. I felt awed, 
but not alarmed, and exclaimed, Salt, you are 
not among the living ? He shook his head mourn­
fully, which was his habit on any melancholy 
occasion, and replied, ‘1 have come to you ac­
cording to our promise? He again pressed my 
hand, fixed his eyes steadfastly upon me, and 
his image faded from my view.

« I instantly sprang from my bed, and ran to 
my watch. It was exactly five minutes past five, 
and the morning was the fifth of May. I took 
up a pencil, and wrote, on a piece of paper
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July 18th, 1884.
Daniel Zacharias, 
Bernard C. Wolff.

Contingent Fund.
Rev’ll Isaac Gerhard, $ 15 00

The Synod at Fasten resolved that every minister 
in its connexion pay annually not less than $15 to­
ward a contingent fund for the current expenses of 
its institutions. Mr. Gciliarl ts the first who has yet 
complied with that resolution. It is necessary that 
every oih< r should give it the same attention before 
the j ear closes.

Munificent and valuable Present.
Eighty splendidly printed folio volumes wcrgTte- 

ceivrd by the State Librarian this morning as a pre­
sent from the British Government. Upon the back 
of the title in each volume, the following is printed : 
“This book is to be j erj.dually preserved in the 
New-Foik Library.” 'i he volumes are estimated to 
be worth $1,CCO. A similar donation, it is said, has

Contribution to Theological Seminary.

Mr. John Lyon (by Rov’d B S. Schneck) ba­
lance of subscription to second professorship 
paid $ 40 00

Moneys Received.

By Rov’d B. S. Schneck from Air John Ev- 
erard $1. Mr Robert Gilliland $2.25. By Rev. 
Daniel Herz for self $1. Air Andrew Bttshongy 
and Air Philip Vaneada each $1. Air Abraham 
Kemp $1.50. Rov’d W. C. Bennet $5. By 
Mr John Smith, Chambersburg, from Christian 
Wolff Esqr. Jacob Heyser Esqr. Louis Denig 
Esq. and Air. AdamFisher, each $1.25.

that lay <n the table, the hour and the dat<. 
? then examined the room : nd the door, which 
1 found fast locked, according to my usual ha­
bit, on the inside; aid, having satisfied my­
self no one could have intend, I rc-tumid t<> 
my bid, and in spite of the pcituibud stale 
of my spirits, fell into an undnturl i d sleep.

“When I awoke, 1 began to consider the 
whole bnsiuissas a mire drum; but, on go­
ing Io the table, I found the paper where 1 
had lift it. 1 afterwards mentioned the cir­
cumstance to the Eail of Moisntnorris. who 
also took down the date ; br.t I did m t think 
much more of the mt.tler till about six weeks 
subsequently, whin news was brougl t from 
Egypt, that nftcr a severe illness Sall hail died 
at about the time the ever t occurred to me.

GThe report of his death, however, ptoved 
groundless, though it was peilectly tine that a: 
that period he had keen so dangi rotisly ill as 
to be given ©ver. Il is almost needless to add, 
that he did not die till al out eight years af­
terwards; but I confess, h: d his death happen­
ed at the time of the event, it would have 
gone far towards establishing the belief, in a 
mind ceitainly not supetstitii us, of the ex­
istence of a supernatural agency ; yit, undci 
all the circumstances of the case, how v< ry 
possible was it, that the apparent vision might 
have exactly tallied with -the reality, and yet 
nothing miraculous have occurred.”

The Board, of Foreign Missions of the lie- 
formed Dutch Church, report to the General 
Synod:

During the year past no measures have been 
employed, either by < ircular or agencies, to ex­
cite a Alissionary spirit, or increase the contri­
butions in our Chun lies. The n port of our 
Treasurer will however show, that our( hnrehes 
are not unmindful of the great cause of Foreign 
Missions. The receipts during the year have 
been $3905 69.

At the last meeting of the General Synod, we 
were in exj cctation < f the arrival < f t or belov­
ed brother the Rev. David Abeel among us. 
Dining last summer he left S ngapore, in the 
East Indios, in a Biitirh merchant vessel foi 
England. His health, w hich had been for some 
time very delicate, had become so much im­
paired, that it became necessary to withdraw 
from active labor, and adopt measures fur the 
restoration of his health. The (fleet of the 
voyage to England on his health was salutary, 
and subsequent accounts r<present his continu­
ed convalescence. He spent a few weeks in the 
wintei at Paris. At the last accounts, he was jour­
neying with a Christian friend in England and 
Scotland. Ho was induced by medical advice j 
io postpone his departure for America until the 
month of June. A letter fiom him dated Dec. 
22, but not received here until March, sugges­
ted that he entertained some idea of visiting 
Holland in order to confer with the Nether­
lands Missionary Society, and the ecclcssiasti- 
cal authorities in reference to the Alissionary 
field within the colonial possessions of the 
Dutch government in the East Indies, at Java, 
Sumatra. &.<•.; and also, if deemed expedient, 
to confer with the civil authorities as to the ap­
probation, and facilities which might be afforded.

visit Holland f< r the purpose al uve m< ntionid, 
and furnished him with a litter of affectionate 
introduction. We have received no litt< r from _ 
Mr. Abeel in answer, aid of course cai not 1 of 28, 29. 31, and 33. 
indue «Jx 1 lx r he has fulfilled our-equrst. The | “I life' r 

■> i ,i 17 years, and jecene-'
propriety of holding coriesj ond< ncc with lhe | ■' 
churi lies if Holland in relation to the field for 
Foreign Missionary operation within the East!
India possession of the Dutch government, sii.d | "'J™ 10 'J‘C examination of the .object, report, that, 
.. i i . i, • , ® r , ,,.e I in their judgment. cut of 4 292 deaths in Ihdaocl-if pint Unable to obtain a concert of measnr.s tn hja ,Jl.nt|„,„d,t.di_mo,e lI)an one in sever;-wcr. 

oc cupying it. is a subje ct dm med worthy of the I ccc3,i0„(d by inlem| c rance, 
considen.tion of Synod. A letter was received 
last October from Dr. John Scudder, dated' 

| Ft b. 16, 1839, addressed to the Ministe rs of1 
the Gospe l of the Reformed Dutch Church, on 
the suljcct of Foreign Missions. It was pub­
lished, together with a lette r to the Society of 

! Enquiry in the 'I he oh gieal Seminary at New | 
Brunswick, in the Christian Intelligencer, and 

| also in pani| hlut foim. The apj eal is forcible 
|; nd canm t Lut produce a ha] py < fleet. A kt- 
u r w as ice eived fiom Dr. Scudder, dated Dec.1 

! 1858, in which he says, “I am about to leave] 
Pandeteripo. and go to a region where my la- j 
hors arc much more needed. Through divine 

[aid 1 have planted a little church in Pandeteii-[ 
I po, and am glad to have lhe opportunity to imi­
tate in any ic.-peit the example of the gnat a- 
postle to the gentiles, w ho, after having planted 
a (hurth in one place, went forward to estab­
lish others. The place.to which, Providence 
permitting, I shall go, is Chaavakacheny, about 
17 miles to the southeast of Pandeteripo, where 
I am told there is a | oj.illation of more than 
60.000 wiilimit a Missionary to break lhe bread 
of life unto the m. I expect soon to gt> and 
put up 1 uildii'gs and hope soon to get a num­
ber nfschools underway.”

The last report of lhe American Board gives 
a detailed account of their operations, and ex­
hibits gratifying prods of lhe wisdom with 
which they are conducted, and the success 
which has attended them.

The spirit of Missions appears to bespreading 
among the different denominations of Christi­
ans. New avenues are o; ened, and increasing 
facilities furnished for Missionary exertion, and 
the most uigent motives press upon us to 
increase our eflorts in the cause of Foreign 
Missions. We would state, that it is the desire 
of lhe Prudential Committee of our board, as 
well as our church,that not only the contributions 
from the churches, but also all donations from 
individuals bi longing to to the Reformed Dutch 
Church should be transmitted to lhe Treasurer 
of our board. The terms of service of the fol­
lowing persons now expire, viz: Dr. John 
Gosman. Dr. Thomas De Witt, George Dubois, 
Win. R. Thompson, John D. Kecse.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
Thomas De Wiit, Corresponding Sec'ij.

The Hymn Book,
We have just received the following request, 

to which we solicit lhe attention of all con­

cerned.—Editor.

The Editor ofthe Messenger will please fogive 
notice in lhe next number, that the cemtniN 
tee appointed by Synod to publish a second 
edition of our hymn-book are under the ne­
cessity of calling tq on our ministers and other 
persons cntiustcd with the sale of the book 
for the remittance of such money as tiny may 
have on hand as soon as practicable. They are 
compelled to take this court e in conseqm nee of 
the speedy approach of the peril d w hen their 
own notis given to their printer will become 
due; and they feel the mi re at liberty to call 
for prompt payment, as they themselves have 
already advanced a part of his bill. They there­
fore respect fully request of all interested that 
they may be fuim.-hed with the necessary 
means of liquidating the debt they have incur­
red, and thereby be relieved of an embarrassing 
personal responsibility. They desire that re­
mittances be made in money at par in Phila­
delphia for books sold; and that the remain­
ing books be. disposed of and the proceeds, 
transmitted without delay to one of lhe com- 
milice.

This board immediati ly forwardi d to him their < been presented to every public library, ef any 
;-|)| r<>l ation of his suggisticn, r< quested him to Parlance, in the United Mates.— .Qlhany pa.

A lady who died in J ng:and in 1816. Veqveaihcd to. 
6 of her horses an annuity of <£50 each. These hap­
py arid well-fed hoisesdied at the respectable ages 

r r'" ‘ Ti e last but recently Cepart-
enjeyedhis annuity more Aao 

leceiveu about Ji 8C0.

A committee of the I hila< clj hia Medical Society, 
appointed lor the puipose, alter paying; sjecial al- 

minnlinn c4*,l - <’. K .UV V..C1UIXU i IVII Ml -'•‘■J’ ■'-J..............................  ■

j in their judgnicnt. out of 4 292 deaths in ITuladcl

rlhy of the I


