
\ 

~ · .. • 

·.3~~<-r 

1'lo_~·V 
_A'L~~-

&Ld~ 

-----~-----~ --··--- _____ AfT _s_cc PUBLI_CA'rI0!{ _'_7_7_ 

Volume 28. - Number 12 GET YOUR PAPERS READY· .March 29 

TO THE SEHINARIAN: 

I love a good controve~sy. You've given me three! Thanks to all. 
On the popular demand for an end to all chapel services: Fellow non-a~ders; 

get off the backs of chapel goers! Let them worship in peace. They don ';t ,.jave to 
care for their souls the same way non-attenders do. Trust them with their spiritual 
lives! 

On the problem bf training for the parish: thanks for pointing out theropportuni­
ty! If a program is lax in the parish, do we call. inthe faculty and administration 
to fix it up'l _. What a chance we have to pr act ice_ leadership- right here at LTS • By 

1 
shaping programs (here we get both the proc~ss of leadership and the content we may 
need. , 

On the 
Church? 11 

CA 120. 

question, "Is Lancaster Theological Seminary really Lancaster Theological 
Iiop~. liot to me. I earl tell because I don't get IH credit for attending 

' . 

DAN HAMLDi 
************************************************************************************* ', I I -

To the Editor of the Seminarian: CONCERlUlm CHAPEL: 

_ May I be allowed to make a couple of 
observations'! ' 

Pam's letter in the last Seminarian 
should have made us all ask whether, in­
deed, it is valuable to us, as the Semi-

1. If there is anger and frustatio~ in :nary ~ommunity, to continue daily chapel 
the system, why don't we have an OPEN FORUM. services. After all~ in light of dwind­
of the whole community, faculty and students,ling chapel attendanc~ and the lack of 
and air what 'is in our minds? leaders, it seems that many peop+e have / 

_ ·) , already decided that chapel is simply not 
2. Perhaps one of the reasons why-chapel worth the effort. We, as a Collegium, 

is not being served properly is a failure of though not all regular, or even irregular 
method. A notice stuck on a wall invi.ting chapel attenders, were disturbed by this, 
people (i.e., those who read notices!) to 'because after discussion of some valid 
put down their names as volunteers has ne- reasens which we founa for having daily 
ver b~en successful in the promoting of any chapel services, we were convinced that 
enterprise. Heed the lesson when you go to the Seminary as a religious community 
your parish. Don't get angry with your~eQ- would suffer from its loss. However, it' 
ple when they fail to respond to written is obviously unfair to put the responsi­
appeals in the church bulletin. Motivation bility of guaranteeing the presence of 
doesn 1,;t get to many people that wa.Y. leaders solely on Pam an~ Jim. Thus, -~~ ...... 

Thanks for the space. 

IAN DIXON 

as a col,l.egium have volunteered to lead 
chapel services for the week of· April 4-
6 and 12-13, in the, hope that other groups 
.will also take a more active role' in the 
future. LISA LAPPAS for 
Rev. Coleman Rader, Dr. Hartley, Judd 
Hurlbert, Jim Hyers, Rich Luh. Fran.": 
Gassler, and Curt Kemmerer 
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\Tf:AT IS ART? 

An artist is not a special kind of person, 
Every person is a special kind of artist. 

-St. Thomas Aquinas 
Have you ever stood in an art gallery and watched people relate for the first time 

to something with which they are unfamiliar? Perhaps you've even heard them ask" •••• 
Yes ••• But is it art?" Of course its art ••• to' someone, for some reason, often person­
ally determined. But it is art as long as it is the product of somebody's personal 
creative \trge. 

We often lose sight, wrapped up as we-are in o~ own esthetic value judgements, that 
.art is not only the thing produced out of the creative urge. Art is also the process 

1 

that transforms a particular media i.e. paint, clay and stone, words, motions~ tones, 
into expressions of ideas and feelings, i.e. paintings, sculpture, poetry~ the dance, 
music. etc. And we often allow the media to be the mess,age, that is, if it'' s not ren­
dered in the types of media I have_just mentioned, it cannot be art. It is true that 
until the last hundred years these were considered to be the media that the. true ar­
tist chose for his creative statements •. The artist was also limited in form, being· 
able to express his message anly i~ naturalistic forms. Any product varying from J 

these"artistic norms" was delegated to the category of "non-art." 
With the advent of the trend of impressionism, to expressionism, to dada etc, this 

"non-art" category became an invalid judgement as mdnipulative skill (craftsmanship), 
"classical" media, and naturalism as the on,ly basis for judgement of art were re-eval··· 
uated and placed in relationship to such other values as subjectivism, texture and' co­
lor inipact, etc. 

In addition the consiousness of the origins of art were re-examined, and a new rea­
lization that all our arts grow out of crafts was accepted; for example, the limner 
of the 16th century would be the professional painter of the 20th. 

This all means that there is virtually no basis for labeling a created product "non 
art" or for distinguishing between the artist, the artisan, and the designer-crafts­
person, because a well executed random weave fabric constructed from specifically dyed 
fibers is effectually stating the same thing as a Jackson Pollock piece; an afgan done 
in solid squares surrounded by black might express the same message as a ,Piet Mondrian 
a piece of ceramic, whether thrown or constructed can be considered a special kind of 
sculpture. 

****************** 
The arts festival committed has considered these kinds of approaches to art~ the 

connnitee members have not sought to decry any personal approach to art evaluation or 
esthetic. For that reason, we reiterate, we can accept, as art, the product of any 
personal creative urge, exp~essed in any concievable medium, in the conviction that 
the LTS 1~household 11 (used in preferance to "community") is made up of many "special 
artists i: whose message, tefohnique, and process· are as worthy of being considered "art" 

as any other. The committee, therefore,, invites, on beqalf of the rest of the "fami­
ly". all to come and share his/her art with each other, whatever that art may be. 

·., 

Jim Moyer 
#######H################################################################U##H######### 

RECYCLIN'G 

Just a reminder to everyone that we re­
cycle all types of paper, glass, and alu­
minum. It is kept under the pavilion in 
the quad and you can leave these items 
there at any tim e. I urge you to join in 
reducing the waste that uses landfills so 
rapidly and may lead to the condemnation 
of yet another farm for this purpose in· 
Lancaster County. 

Please note: 1 

cling program for 
There is as yet no recy­
any but ~luminum cans. 

Some have been contributing all cans which 
must be picked:out anyway. (Check with a 
magnet if in doubt.) I have also recently 
discovered that not all seamless beverage · 
cans are aluminum. Of those sold in the 
CPD only Mountain Dew is in aluminum so 
the machine must be changed if w:e want re·~ 
cyclable glass or aluminum. Those concern 
ed might mention this to the SCC. Thanks 
to all those who have already made a move 
toward ecological stewardship. Ross Reide: 
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Life at LTS 

Recently there have been many articles in the Seminarian bemo~ning the lack of 
esprit de corps here' at LTS. The sec ah.s lost the will, to live. A suggestion is 
made that the aefunct organism be g~ven a decent burial, and loud cries are heard for 
ressurection! 11Where,is.responsibility? Fortitude? Loyalty? Cries of comminity 
are heard; 11We must ·get together and integrate the communi t ie.s and save the sec." 
Yet students have no interest, apathy is rampant, and cynicism abounds. 

'· -

Support for the newspaper fades, then revives. Questions are raised about lack of 
11practical preparation for the parish ministry," our express purpose. Yet we do, not 
recognize that :'our aim and goal is, and should be to be a Church," we are told in 1 

sermon style, but we are asked not to respond with a sermon; for then we will be too 
much like a church! (Strange the ambivalence about sermons here. Four of the last 
six I heard in the chapel were preceded by a statenent to the effect' that, "This is 
not a sermon you are about to hear.") IS THERE AilYTHING HRONG WITH US? Could be. 

The ASW struggles to attract attention. Get Involved. Chapel is dying. , Lack of· 
leadership and response from professors and students. , (·could it .be that we have 
nothing to say?) Lack of attendence is endemic.· Please won't you people come to 
church? (I mean chapel!) Excuses for not coming or leading. Guilty responses, "We 
have, a responsibility to attend, lead, resurrect chapel." Fears of criticism and 
hypocrites. Complaints about preaching (again) and directed prayer, about saying 
anything! After condemning othel'.S for their somewhat stilted effort\s to lead chapel' 
it seems it s~ems rather ironic to talk about spiritual harmony in all our activities 

Yes, something is wrong with us. The fact is that we are limited creatures and 
most· of -us are too busy to devote time and energy t'o' things that we do n-ot see as 
central in our lives, or to things that do not appear to be meeting real nyeds, and 
all the moral scolding in the world won't change that.' But on a deeper level than 
that I believe, are the radical religious and~ theological. differences which prevent 
deep spiritual unity. LTS has such a vague theologicai stance as an institution 
that there is little chance_Of there being a sense Of mission that is agreed UpOR by 
all, or even .most. There is no message that must be proclaimed (that we ca.n agree 

~) I • - J on! - -. 

The "thread of life'' unfortunately is not strong enough to ouna:_ loyalty, entliusi..'.. 
asm and a sense of communal unity. Talk abnut beicg-the body of Christ° has little 
meaning when there fs not-basic agreement on the meaning of the words body, and 
Christ. The nature of the Church and the Christian·message, what resurrection is, 
who Jesus is, etc. are all defined as grey areas~ Each person attaches the defini­
tion they please, in the1 name of freedom, and there is essential agreement qnly a­
:nong small segments of the seminary. Students are of every pers,uasionfrom Unite.ri­
an to fundamentalist are attracted by the c~efully worded statements in the cata­
log and other literature. We are not II all here for the same purpose"' yet we ex­
~ect spiritual and communal unity, loyalty, and a sense of responsibility to deve­
lop, and cries of anguish are heard when it cannot be found. Students a.re many; 
programs expand, and budgets flourish, but are we spiritually and theologically 
solvent·? The LTS stance seems to be tnat theology isn't really that important. I. 

(-

wonder! · 
PS- My apologies to those whose articles I so freely plagiarized. 

_ · · Ross Reider 
¢¢¢$¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢'¢¢¢¢¢ 
Reply from the Editor: . 

Ross, what trouble s me· about your article is that you _seem to be saying that we 
must all ·agree. God forbid! The body incorporates different functions and members. 
Yes~ there is some incorporation needed on the part of the students and-faculty, 
but to necessitate agreement seems to say that I must follow what others believ.e 
and do not allow me to search and struggle on my own. Neverbefore has everyone 
agreed on the theology of Christianity and it seems quite a task to lay this respon-
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sibility on phe community .ofl LTS. Therefore I consider the theolo6ical stance of 
this institution to be more than adaquate. I wan~ to enter into conversation with 
any and all perdpectives. In this way, I shall have learned more and received more 
understanding of what Christianity and who makes up its followers. · 

I can see nothing wrong with us. Yes, we are limited creatures. Therefore I wish 
to make the most of learning from others. · If we all agreed, then we. would have stop­
ped learning. We could say that "we possess the truth." I am quite comfortable with 
our disagree.-ments because it illustrates that we are listening somewhat and the. spi- 1 

rit to keep on thinking and searching is never laid to rest. 1 
And I believe it is my perrogative to feel guilty or radical if I want to. I hate 

puppets.. My feelings may not be warranted in your eyes, but they are my feelings and 
I fe.el like expressing them. Yes, I do note some cyicism, the same kind I heard you 
expressing. I don't mean this derogatorily, but I mean to say that there are some 
strong disagreements here and sleep is sometimes difficult. ~ut I would rather lie 
awake than be mobile and dead. The day the entire w~rld agrees on anything will be 
for sure> •• the culmination of the Kingdom. 

Al Mann·, 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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TiiE MYSTERY OF GOD 

) 

Tl!e most fascinatin~ story of all times still remains the sa..."'lle: GOD. God is the 
infinite of all mysteries and deservedly so. The one who doubts, the one who ques~ 
tions ,, the one whose faith is short, shakes his fist at the sky and shouts-- "Man · 
invented God." And God silently whispers from above-1 11 I invented you." Some believe 
in God; some do not. The very young believe without question because of His majesty 
and glory. The very old believe because we so often leave them nothing else. 

But when we are strong we· seem to believe that we possess the power and knowledge 
to direct our own lives. Faith is no stronger than a blade of grass in a tornado. 
Fai th

1 

becomes a fever chart. The human brain is but three ·pounds of in1;elligence - 1 

pr9ne to error. It is just big enough and bright enough to say, on oc.casions- "Is 
there a God?" Pain~ sorrow, and de'a.th are not God's doingi. Through disobedience and 
free will to act against God, the sinless arid deathless state of man came to an end. 
When heal~h fails, men appeal to God for a longer life. Man struggles to put off 
his final reward. ·Re will fight for life, incur insurmountable medical debts, and 
then beg God to let .hizri live. ' 

Man's hope Ts not within himself. His character will not improve. liis selfishness. 
1s absolute. His future, clinging to a ball of mud in space, is limited. - Faith is 
the only thing which can help him to live for ever. God 1s mercy is one of the strang­
est things one's mind can comprehend. He all live with a little "if". We are cer­
tain God is here, there, everywhere. If He loves us no more than we love Him, then 
we; deserve perpetual darkness. His love must be greater, mor constarit, We believe 
but we do not learn. ~le lie, cheat, we steal, and, yes, some even kill in His name. 

: ' 

What makes the difference,? God ',s mercy and His way of deali~g with His creation 
is the difference. For this makes this a world of hope. 

Jim Myers 
' ~ --

===;============~=======~~-========--=-==;~====~=======================~============= 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++t+++t+++ 
CELEBRATION! . 

An exciting slate of events has ·been scheduled for :this years Arts Festival. It 
needs just one more thing to be a success._ YOU. At best, the Arts Festival will ce­
lebrate' the creative suark in each of us. For this reason, the festivities will re­
volve aroud the 3-day long display in the CPD of your handiwork. Don't overlook this 
opportunity! Not feeling artsy-craftsy? Well, how about,that green,thlfllb you'~e 
sporting? Why not show the fruits of,it. Or, are you a collector;-stamps, coins, 
old issµes of "The Seminarian" (old_Semin.arians?)?~ We'd enjoy a display'like that. 
There's . the. "What's Cookin' ''bake contest. That's a chance for you to bake you:r best 
dessert recipe for judging (and eventually eating!). ' --

If you' feel more qualified in the ent~rtainment arena, don't hestate to sign up for 
the latest talent'show. (Rilmors are.about that 'we even accept acts that have been 
"gonged". on TEE-i·1EE coast··to-coast. } , . . . 

Entry blanks for the talent show- 11Thanks for the Memories, 11 the bake contest and 
arts display are in the CPD. Attached to them· is the scheQ.ule of activities. 
(It's the yellow flyer circulated a few weeks ago.) 
'Pla~ to attend. Yotir presence will certainly make the celebration a success. 

K. _ C • · Ackley 
Publicity C0IJ1mittee 
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·rrlli AIH OF BEilJG "CHURCH" 

In response to Allen Heckman'-s statement of what he sees as the purpose 1 of Semi­
nary in :the last issue of ,the Seminarian, I would like to add Y.J.Y two cents. Allen 
says his aim is different from mine, but I do 'not believe it is. Allen sees the 
purpose of the Seminary to be that 0 of exposing me to the resources and skills ne­
cessary for my edification in.becoming a parish minister." I believe this is another 
way of saying we are called to be a church. One of the major' aims of a church should 
be to expose its ma~bers to the resources and skills available to.them as background' 
for their attempts to be ministers to the world and one another. Further, I believe 
the degree and manner in which we experience such an exposure here will greatly de­
termine the :rianner and style we will use in our future ministry. The church we ex­
perience here, will .. be the church experience we create there. 

In order to further clarify my aim that we should be a church, let me give a spe­
cific example. Yesterday in OU!". collegium we did a role play exercise try~ng to 
understand and see the role of Haslow's hierarchy of needs in a church financial 
committee meeting. In our discussion following the role play we discovered that no 
one ''s needs were even heard, let alone met. Some persons even reported· feeling put 
down when they did try and express their needs. Ve also discovered that·none of us 
had any truly concrete ideas of how to go about bringing out and meeting each person!:· 
need. This was all discussed in terms of a typical church setting and was felt to 
be a vital and important part of a church's ministry. But how does a min.ister get a 
handle on how to solve the problem? I am assuming here that God calls his church to 
meet the needs of individuals~ and that this is part of a difinition of "church." 

I feel the primary reason why most ministers cannot get a handle on the problem is 
that they never had the experience of being in a group which tries to meet everyone's 
needs. Taking a course or reading a book can be helpful, but learning and skill 
really ~appen and develop only in an atmospeere, an environment. Hence, the atmos­
phere,, for instance, in the classroom determines what our ;-nodel of church will be. 
How many of our classes really seek to hear a.'nd answer our needs each time we meet?? 
Few of mine really do. As a r'esul t, here at Seminary I experience an atmosphere in 
which the meeting of person's needs seldom happens (a~though occassionally it does, 
usually by accident). The experience of this atmosphere I will carry with me, and, 
when I enter a church I will still have no idea of how to handle the problem desnite 

' -
what ever courses or books I read. If, however, we can vie:w the Seminary as a churc.h, 
with the very same problems as any other church except in different forms, may be we 
can begin to explore solutions to problems. The church is not'out there, but right 
here. ~·Te have the same,probleres as any church. But if we can consciously and con·· ' 
tinually envision ourself as a chll.rch and begin to see and deal with our own calling 
to be a church, we will be better prepared when entering another church. 

Jeff Diller 
****~*******************~**~******************************************************** 

" ~<, .. 
"He asked me ff I'd accept a nomination tD be 
.Prc:Vam Chairman of the youth group this com­
ing year, and when I said, 'Yes,' he faintedlu 

'I' 
I 
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Many students, faculty members, and visitors to the CPD have been curious -about 
what ,we are doing with a computer at LTS.. He would like to share an article with you. 
which- we wrote for "l;;eeping you posted." It tells part of the story: , I - , 

· SALVE FOR THE SEVENTIES 

In today's world of extreme mobility and rapid 'change, the prospect of S.- truly per­
sonal and meaningful ministry is becoming much more-of a challenge and, at the same 
time, of great urgency. Yet today's parish :minister~ serving' the large parish or the 
multi-·point rural charge, is faced with sim:ply awesome administrative responsibili­
ties.~ Buried under a pile of paperwork, today's parish minister is in danger of be­
coming more and more impersonal, /simply fo-r-1ack of time. 

We- are exploring one solution.to this problem, utilizing technology which is pre­
sently available to the local parish. Electronic microcircuitry.has reduced the 
cost and size, while increasing the reliability and flexibility, of very small com·­
puter systems. The possibilities within the parish are exciting. Some us.es we are 
currently developing: 

**Instant_updatiilg of ALL mailing lists :within a church, with 
one simple'keyboard entry. Immediate printing of any subdividion 
of this list·--e. g~ ,Jr. Highs, Women's Club, College Students, etc. 

- **Errorless typing of mimeograph stencils for bulletins, newsletters. 
**Library functions;; volunteer ban~s; catalogue of parish

1
resources. 

**Building use allocations;_ efficient use- of energy;' room. and 
meeting scheduling. . 
**Budget bu1lding; quarterly: (or instant! ) giving stateinents, immediate­
ly available and printed automatically---complete , with address. 
'**Building--maintenance and security; uses of data systems in this 
area are already common, and will undoubtably con~inue to ~xpand as 
new buildings are built. i:: · 

**Even birt~days can be called up immediately--send a card to your 
parishoners on their birthday! The machine will even type the 
envelope ... 
**Christiaa Education: Situation games-, designed to simulate anYthing 
from Biblical stories to~eal-life problems of land-use management; -
non-violent interactive games> learning resources: curriculum materials 
stored in -electronic files; etc. 

The uses are as limitless as-the human imagination, but the goal is always th~ 
same---to give the pastor more time to do what no machine could ever do; minister to 1 

the people _in the most personal and effective means possible. The cost is not pro-.' 
hibitive; purchase--Not rental---of a complete system would be about the same OS the 
salary for a full-·-time secretary for one year. 

Our committment to this project also stems from our conviction that the Church 
should be at the-forefromt of the ethical use of comput,ers', in view of their great--
arid diverse-··-potential. - ' 

Anyohe ,interested in learning more about our work, or who would like to join us in -
an idea Ekchange, c~n ~ontact us here at Lancaster Theological Seminary. Already 
we are connnunicating with Church people all over the country, as far away as New 
Mexico and California. The ability to as~ist in-expanding th~ power of the pastor 
to do the Lord's work is indeed exciting! 

In His Service, 
Larry Calvert and Curtis Ackley 

The excitement generated by this idea is astounding! \fe are pursuing several 
different avenues simultaneously. - We're always interested in brainstorming with 
others as to new applications, ideas, pro's and con's of tne use of microc014puters 
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·in the church, etc. If you'd like to share with us, please feel free to rap with 
us any time about any ideas you ha~e. 

We are also trying to design a coW-se for next· seraester, which will probable take 
the form of a CE ( l~hour). \ie 'd like to ask interested people to fill out the 
response slip located below, and return it to one of us. 

Basically~ there are at least two ways we could go, depending 1on the interest. 
One' is to stress the general aspects of the coni:puter, and the range of possibilities 
yithin the church; programming would be taueht in light of this. Ethical iss~es 
1and general brainstorming would play a part, as well as an analysis of the problems 
and present possibilities inherent in the use of a microsystem. An al~ernative 
would be to teach programming and set about working up the actual programs to do 
some of the things laid out in the article aboue. Games, administrative tools, etc. 
would be stressed. For those who already know how to program, we could work right 
away on this aspect. Obviously, a ·third alternative wouid be to combine the two 
as best we can, teaching some application~oriented programming, and some general 
theory, butnot going into as much detail with either. -

We are very much interested in your response to,this, or any other ideas for a 
course~--what would be valuable to you in this fi_eld. 

/ 

**************************************~*** 

I would like and am intersted in some course in the application of the·computer 
in the parish ••• 

~~---I would prefer a course in the application of the computer system in the 
parish. 

-~---I would like to learn how to program a computer, with consideration to apply­
ing it to the parish directly. 

OTHER IDEAS: 

Please return to Larry Calvert's or 
Curtis Ackley's mailbox 

*********************************************************************************** 
The preceeding_info by Curtis Ackley 

############################U#########################U#####H###################### 


