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N OTE.

The following statement of facts in the history of the Theo­
logical Seminary, and of motives for the founding of additional 
Professorships, was written at the request of the Chairmen of 
the Committees appointed by the Pittsburg Synod, the Mother 
Synod, and the Potomac Synod ; and is issued for general dis­
tribution among the members of the Reformed Church.



Dear Brother:—You are doubtless aware that at 
the late meeting of the Pittsburgh Synod, Bevs. A. E. 
Truxal, J. W. Love, D. S. Diefenbacher, J. W. Pontius, 
S. R. Bridenbaugh and J. LI. Prugh, were appointed a 
committee to secure funds for the endowment, of a Pitts­
burgh Professorship in the Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church, at Lancaster, Pa.

With a view of bringing the matter before you for 
your consideration, wc send you the accompanying 
tract, which we trust, you will read and consider prayer­
fully. We appeal to you in the name of Christ, and ask 
you to do for this cause as the Spirit of the Lord may 
prompt you.

Some member of the committee will in the near 
future ca‘11 upon you to have a personal conference with 
you on the subject.

Yours, in the name of the Church,
J. W. Love, Scc’y, A. E. Truxal, Chairman,

Greensburg, Pa. Irwin, Pa.
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.

ORGANIZATION IN 1825.

The Synod of the German Reformed Church in the 
United States was organized at Philadelphia in Sep­
tember, 1747, five ministers being in attendance. 
From that time onward to the end of the last century, 
the supply of ministers came from the mother country 
through the Classis of Amsterdam, consisting gener­
ally of well educated men. A number obtained a 
partial education under the private tuition of pastors. 
But the increase was slow. During a period of 
seventy-seven years, from 1747 to 1824, according to 
the minutes of the Synod of that year, the ministry of 
the German Reformed Church had reached the num­
ber of only sixty-four.

In 1817 the Synod adopted positive measures look­
ing toward the founding of a Theological Seminary;

(3)
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l-’RUITS OK THE SEMINARY.

As the fruit of the work done, directly and indi­
rectly, by this school of theology, founded in 1S24, 
during a period of sixty years, the German Reformed 
Church has now a General Synod, three German­
speaking and four English-speaking Synods, fifty- 
two classes, fourteen hundred and sixty-seven congrega­
tions, one hundred and seventy-three thousand members, 
and seven hundred and eighty-three ministers.

but these measures were ineffectual for seven years. 
Xot until 1S24, at Bedford, was definite action taken. 
This resulted in the organization of a Theological 
Seminary, at Carlisle, in April 1825, by the Rev. 
Lewis Mayer, D. D., who had previously been chosen 
professor of systematic theology.

According to the records, the Synod then had 5 
Classes, 233 congregations, and about 14,000 members. 
The statistics are not complete; but, though incom­
plete, yet, as the German Reformed Church had been 
in existence and organized in America for more than 
three-quarters of a century, they indicate how slow 
had been her progress during that long period, and 
reveal her comparative weakness at that epoch in her 
history.

According to a published report of a missionary 
made about that time, there were 1 50 vacant congre­
gations.
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All the

Of this Seminary, all the educational institutions, 
classical and theological, of our Church in America, 
arc the fruit. The high school at York, which was 
opened in 1829, and afterwards developed into .Mar­
shall College at Mercersburg, 1835—36. was founded 
mainly to furnish to students of theology a prelimi­
nary literary and classical training. So soon as these 
institutions were in operation and had given young 
men a full classical and theological education, the 
graduates of the college and seminary went forth in 
different directions as missionaries, and founded other 
classical and theological schools. Thus, for example, 
were begun Heidelberg College and the Theological 
Seminary at Tiffin, Ohio, also Catawaba College at 
Newton, N. C. The daughter institutions have in 
turn trained and sent forth their own students, who 
have planted other schools in other places, 
academies, colleges, and theological schools now en­
gaged in educating young men for the service of the 
Reformed Church, arc due to the activity and zeal of 
the sons of the mother institution, or to the zeal and 
activity of the men whom they have educated.

But I neither forget nor ignore the valuable coope­
ration in the work of establishing Reformed institu­
tions in the west by some German ministers who ob­
tained their education in Germany.
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less gratifying

Other

THE NUMBER OF PROFESSORS.

Now, however, I have to pass to a 
aspect of the Seminary. As regards the number of 
professors and teachers, the mother institution has 
been stationary for the last forty years, 
schools have been multiplied; other Faculties created 
and enlarged; but, as to numerical strength, the Theo­
logical Seminary, now located at Lancaster, has made- 
no progress. In 1844. it had three teachers; it has 
only three teachers now. For nearly half a century 
this Seminary has directly and indirectly been strength­
ening, enlarging, and enriching the congregations and 
membership of the Reformed Church, but the Church 
has not in the same proportion been strengthening 
and enlarging the Seminary.

A little reflection will show that for this want of 
increase in the number of the teachers of the mother 
institution, the Reformed Church has put herself at a 
disadvantage, especially when her oldest Seminary is 
in this respect compared with the oldest Seminaries of 
other denominations.

Forty years ago, the Seminary at Princeton, the 
oldest Theological School of the Presbyterian Church, 
had three professors. The Seminary at Andover, 
Mass., the oldest Theological School of the Congre­
gational Church, had three professors. The Seminary 
at New Brunswick, N. J., the Theological School of



IN THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 7

age.

the Reformed Dutch Church, and the oldest Seminary 
in the United States, had three professors. Thcn,w> 
to numerical strength, the Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the United States was not at a disadvant-

In point both of ability and number, the faculty 
of our Seminary was as well equipped as the faculties 
of other theological seminaries. Neither New Bruns­
wick, nor Andover, nor Princeton, had a larger teach­
ing force. But since that time theological seminaries 
of other leading denominations have not been station­
ary. They have been steadily advancing.

There has been much progress in the theological 
culture of our country. The principal stimulus to 
this progress has come from the land of our fore­
fathers; the theologians and the theological faculties 
of the Universities of Germany. England, and Scot­
land have felt the force of the new impulse; and the 
churches of America, sympathizing with the progress 
of Christian education in Great Britain and Germany, 
have deeply felt the force of the same impulse. New 
branches of theological knowledge, not recognized 
when our Seminary was founded, have arisen. The 
general course of study, in consequence, has been en­
larged. Hence, in thoroughly educating men for the 
ministry more work has to be done. To conduct 
students over this enlarged field of study, cither a pro­
fessor must teach more branches of knowledge, or the 
number of professorships must be increased.
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To meet the demand arising from the progress of 
theological knowledge, all the older seminaries of our 
country have increased the number of theological 
studies. In this respect the Seminary at Lancaster, 
has not been lagging behind. The course of study 
is as full here as it is in the theological schools gener­
ally; and the time required to pursue the full course, 
here as elsewhere, is three years.

Other seminaries, instead of multiplying the branches 
of knowledge committed to each professor, have mul­
tiplied the number of professorships, and have dis­
tributed the various departments of the course among 
six, eight, and even ten different chairs. In the oldest 
seminaries, each professor now has in hand not more, 
but fewer departments. As a rule, he gives his atten­
tion to one branch only, or at most to two branches; 
and he lectures or teaches from six to eight hours a 
week. The number of branches and the hours of teach­
ing for each chair have been reduced, in order that pro­
fessors may have sufficient time to devote themselves 
each to the thorough investigation and study of his own 
department. Every professor has an opportunity not 
only to keep abreast with the great activity and rapid 
progress of our times, but also according to his ability 
to work with his pen in the interest of practical religion 
and theological culture. Thus, as representatives of 
their denomination and of their institution, all arc able
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to do their part, both in the service of their own de­
nomination and in the service of our common evangeli­
cal Christianity, in advancing the kingdom of Christ by 
training men for the ministry and by making contribu­
tions to religious literature.

But our church has thus far pursued the opposite 
method. Instead of endowing additional professor­
ships and reducing the departments committed to 
each professor and his number of hours of teaching, 
we have added new departments of study and ex­
tended the course from two to three years, thus in­
creasing the work of the Faculty without increasing 
its numerical strength. Our course of instruction has 
more departments, and our students have a more ex­
tended period of training and discipline. In this 
respect our Seminary has advanced with the other 
seminaries of our country, and it offers the same ad­
vantages to her students. But the professors have 
less time for original investigation and study, and less 
time for literary labor. In consequence of this disad­
vantage, the Reformed Church has suffered, and is 
suffering, by comparison with other churches.

For the information of the reader I furnish some 
facts. The Theological Seminary of the Dutch Re­
formed Church, located at New Brunswick, has five 
professors, one lecturer on Exegesis, and an instructor 
in Hebrew, a total of seven teachers. The last year
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it had thirty-eight students. The Theological Semi­
nary of the Presbyterian Church at Princeton has 
ten professors. Last year there were 134 students. 
The Theological Seminary of the Congregational 
Church at Andover, has nine professors, five lecturers, 
and a librarian. Last year it had twentv -seven stu­
dents. The Divinity School at New Haven, also 
Congregational, has seven professors. 1'he Seminary 
at Hartford. Conn., has seven professors. The Union 
Seminary of the Presbyterian Church in the City of 
New York, has eight professors; and the Western 
Seminary of the same Church at Allegheny, nine pro­
fessors. The Drew Theological Seminary of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, at Madison, N. J., has 
six professors. The Seminaries of the Baptist Church 
and of the Protestant Episcopal Church are provided 
as to number with a Faculty according to the same 
conception of the needs of a theological school.

It is not necessary that I express an opinion 
specting the number of professors which our own 
Seminary at Lancaster ought to have. It serves a 
better purpose to let others speak. The facts just re­
cited respecting the numerical strength of the Facul­
ties of other theological schools, represent the judg­
ment of the ablest men in other churches. The ap­
proved standard for an effective Theological Seminary, 
in the opinion of all the leading denominations of our
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STATEMENT OF REV. DR. N. C. SCHAEFFER.

Here I deem it in place to quote the words of a 
former student who has been ten or twelve years in 
the ministry. When at the Saturday morning session 
of the mother Synod at Pottstown, the discussion on 
the importance of additional professorships was in pro­
gress, the Rev. Nathan C. Schaeffer, Ph. D., Principal 
of the Keystone State Normal School, Kutztown, Pa., 
in the course of an able and earnest speech, used the 
following language:

land, Presbyterian. Congregational, Methodist, Baptist, 
and other evangelical bodies, requires a Faculty con­
sisting of from j/j'to ten professors. No leading theo­
logical school is now equipped with less than that 
number.

The painful fact therefore stares us in the face, that, 
during the last forty years, the Reformed Church, as 
regards the numerical strength of her theological 
Faculty, has not kept pace with the progress made by 
other denominations. Judged in this respect by the 
standard established in other American churches, our 
Faculty, however thoroughly qualified each professor 
may be for his own department, and however effective 
the theological instruction and discipline of the stu­
dents, yet. for lack of the requisite number of men, is 
unable to meet all the demands made by the culture 
of our age.
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In view of these comparative deficiencies, the needs 
of the mother Seminary were fully discussed at the last 
annual meeting of the three Eastern English-speaking 
Synods of the Reformed Church. Much time was given 
to the subject. After it had been seriously considered, 
the necessity of a forward movement was seen and felt

12

. “ I got my theological training partly at our own 
Seminary and partly at three of the largest universi­
ties of the Fatherland (Berlin, Tubingen, and Leipsic). 
I have no hesitation in saying that the instruction 
which I received at home was not inferior in quality 
to anything which I heard abroad. But on my return 
a glimpse at the Seminary library, so deficient in the 
best theological literature which this age has produced, 
caused my heart to sink within me. The needs of the 
Seminar}' may be .stated still more strongly than was 
done by the speaker who opened the discussion. 
When students live under one roof, as was the case at 
Mercersburg, they catch zeal and inspiration from one 
another, When they live scattered over a city like 
Lancaster, they lose much of the moulding influence 
which students of theology should mutually exert and 
receive. Our Seminary needs more professors, a bet­
ter library, and suitable buildings for the accommoda­
tion of its students.”
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by all, ministers and elders; and each Synod without 
a dissenting voice resolved to endow an additional 
professorship. That the nature of the action taken by 
each body may be rightly understood, 1 quote the 
language in full; following the order of time in which 
the three annual meetings were held.

The Pittsburg Synod of the Reformed Church in the 
United States, in general convention assembled at 
Mount Pleasant, Pa., September 17th, 1884, adopted 
the following preamble and resolutions:

Whereas, Under articles of agreement entered into 
between the Pittsburg Synod and the Synod of 
United States in 1872. this Synod began the endowment 
of a professorship in the Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church nt;-Lancaster, Pa., by raising the sum 
of nearly Two Thousand Dollars; bird. ,

Wltcreers. .In-the judgment bTfliis Synod,the num­
ber of profes^rslfipstoiigJUfto be -nerved- therefore

Resolved 1, That a coihmift’ee be'appointed' to com­
plete the endowment;of tbe.'prpfessorship.of the Pitts­
burg Synod in said Theological Seminary, by raising 
the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars from the wealth­
ier members of this Synod; the committee to consist 
of one member representing the Synod and one mem­
ber for each of the Classes, to be chosen or appointed 
by the Synod.

Resolved 2, That the department of study assigned

M- THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
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to this professorship be determined by the Board of 
Visitors, conjointly with the Faculty, subject to the 
approval of Synod.

THE MOTHER SYNOD.

The action taken by the Synod of the Reformed 
church in the United States during the 138th annual 
session, convened in Trinity Reformed church, Potts­
town, October 8, I884, is as follows:

Whereas, The rheological Seminary, opened at 
Carlisle, Pa., in the spring of 1825, and now located at 
Lancaster, is the mother institution of all the schools 
of classical and theological learning of the Reformed 
church in the United States ; and

Whereas, This Seminary has been stationary as re­
gards the numerical strength of the Faculty for the 
last thirty years or more: and.

Whereas, During this period there has been much 
progress in the tjieolpgjc^U c»i>hjrf 5of the American 
churcht's',atij iii (he ccjuit-q(i>tirt theological sem­
inaries "gin’erally; and in .consequence (lieck-’mand now 

•_rpatte by tjljurfih on-’.tbyFcinjpjijj:Ft greater than
'whVh.'th'e-’Fa'dtilty'was .organjzpjL^ and.

Whereas, .Tbe jncrtStSenaliifi of'.the congregations, of 
this Synod-httve the'financial ability, and, as is be­
lieved. the latent willingness, to furnish the funds for 
the more adequate endowment of the Institution, and 
the enlargement of the Faculty; therefore, in reliance 
upon the support and benediction of Jesus Christ, the 
Great Head of the Church, be it

Resolved I, That a committee be appointed consist-
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ing of one minister representing this Synod, and one- 
person, either minister or elder, in each Classis, to ob­
tain, by application to the wealthier members of the 
congregations, the sum of fifty thousand dollars, for the 
better endowment of the Theological Seminary.

2. That two-fifths of this amount, or twenty thou­
sand dollars, be raised for the two-fold purpose, first, 
of securing a sufficient annual income to defray the 
annual regular and incidental expenses of the Institu­
tion as now organized, and second, of completing the 
endowment of the Chair of Hebrew and Old Testa­
ment Theology.

3. That the other three-fifths, or thirty thousand 
dollars, be raised for the purpose of founding a new or 
additional Professorship.

4. That the department of instruction to be assigned 
to the proposed new Chair be determined by the Board 
of Visitors, in conjunction with the Faculty, subject, 
however, to the approval of this Synod.

THE POTOMAC SYNOD.

The Potomac Synod assembled in general conven­
tion at Hanover, in the first Reformed church, on 
Wednesday, October 15th.

The matter of the Seminary was formally brought 
before this body through a request from the Gettys­
burg Classis. That item was referred to the Standing 
Committee on Education. This Committee in its re­
port says:

“As regards the request of the Gettysburg Classis,
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THE FUNDS.

This action expresses the deep conviction and the 
mature judgment of three Reformed Synods, not only 
of ministers, but of ministers and elders. No one op­
posed the movement. All cither decidedly supported 
it by earnest speeches, elders included, or, if silent

your Committee is of the opinion that it should be ac­
ceded to. The present endowment, as is evident from 
the Treasurer’s report, is not sufficient to meet the 
current expenses of the institution. Besides, the time 
has come when the number of instructors in our Sem­
inary should be increased, in order that our ministry 
may be more fully equipped for their great work. 
The following action is therefore recommended:

Resolved, That the Finance Committee be instructed 
to apportion the sum of 3300.00 among the Classes of 
this Synod for the use of the Theological Seminary 
during the ensuing year.

Resolved, That this Synod raise an endowment of 
335,000.00 for a new professorship in the 1'hcological 
Seminary, to be filled by this Synod.

Then follows the action, appointing a Superinten­
dent, with a member from each Classis represented 
on the floor of Synod, as Counsellors, “ to raise this en­
dowment fund by appealing to the wealthier members 
of the Church within our bounds, to contribute the 
money necessary for this purpose.”
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during the discussion, heartily acquiesced in the affirm­
ative vote.

Moreover, the opinion was general that if the neces­
sity and importance of additional professorships were 
properly understood and duly weighed, the wealthier 
members of the Reformed Church would be willing to 
furnish the required amount of funds. No Synod pro­
poses to constrain any one. The claims of theological 
education arc presented to the hearts and consciences 
of members who have the willingness and the ability 
to give the needed sums of money. The church will 
thankfully accept any gifts, however small. But in 
order to maintain and enlarge her educational insti­
tutions, she approaches especially her wealthier mem­
bers.

There arc some, perhaps many, in each synod, who 
can give $500 or giooo or S5O0O, and even larger 
sums, without incurring financial embarrassment, or 
curtailing the comforts of home. It is to these classes 
of her membership, to whom God has entrusted earthly 
substance, that the Church comes, believing that after 
prayerful consideration of the actual needs of the Sem­
inary, they will respond—not only respond, but do it 
cheerfully. Many members of the Reformed Church 
possessing comparative wealth, love the church of 
Christ as much, and desire to have a fully-equipped 
Theological Seminary as cordially, as members of
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the Presbyterian
churches.

The three synods have embarked in this Christian 
enterprise with the confidence that, guided by the wis­
dom and sustained by the grace of the Master, it may 
be consummated within the coming year.

PARTICULAR MOTIVES.

The present needs of the Seminary, and the import­
ance of a well-equipped theological school, constitute 
the principal motive to a liberal support of the endow­
ment measures adopted by the three synods. But 
there are some subordinate points which, if duly 
weighed, will give emphasis to this principal motive­
emphasis especially in relation to the present genera­
tion of our middle-aged membership.

The existing organization and endowment is mainly 
an inheritance received from a previous generation of 
Reformed people. The endowment as it now stands, 
was the gift of men and women of faith, the majority 
of whom have gone to their heavenly reward. The 
Church of to-day has entered into their labors. They 
sowed, and we are reaping their harvest. Excepting 
a gift of S5,ooo, five or six years ago, from a donor 
who withheld his name, and two or three much 
smaller sums, no important additions have been made 
to the fund for more than twenty years. The large

or Congregational or Methodist
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majority of the membership in middle life, have never 
been di rectiy asked to endow or assist in endowing a 
professorship in the Seminary.

As regards the organization, the only change intro­
duced for a quarter of a century is this—that the tutor­
ship established about the year 1858 was in 1871 
erected into the professorship of Hebrew and Old 
Testament Theology; the professor however has been 
receiving but little more than a tutor’s salary.

The aggregate membership of these three Synods is 
nearly twice as large now as it was in 1863, when the 
Tercentenary Jubilee was celebrated. At that time the 
classes of the Pittsburg Synod and of the Potomac 
Synod belonged to the territory of the old mother 
Synod, the Classis of Westmoreland excepted. Then 
the total Reformed membership on this territory was 
80,041. This included the congregations composed 
of foreign Germans, which have since been organized 
into German Classes, and into German Synods. Now 
the aggregate membership of the Reformed Churches 
on this territory, not including the congregations 
composed of foreign Germans, is 114,545.

It is however to be remembered that the growth in 
the number of members does not represent the pro­
gress in aggregate wealth. The wealth of the people 
in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, has greatly 
increased during the last twenty-five years. This in-
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crease it is difficult to estimate; nor is it necessary. 
Common consent sustains the opinion that the finan­
cial resources of our wealthier members are now on an 
average much greater than they were then. Regarding 
the financial ability of the Reformed Church, it is far 
less difficult now, and requires far less self sacrifice, 
for each of the three English-speaking Synods east, 
to endow an additional professorship, than was im­
posed when the whole Reformed Church east in 
1844 undertook to complete the endowment of the 
chair of Church History. No elder at Mt. Pleasant, 
or Pottstown, or Hanover, expressed the opinion, in 
public or private, that there was any lack of ability to 
accomplish within a comparatively short time the 
purpose which each Synod solemnly put on record.

Should we not build on the foundation laid by the 
self-denial of our fathers ? Should not the legacy be­
queathed to us by former generations be not only 
accepted, but by us enlarged? All our churches in 
Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, not to speak’ 
now of other states, are enjoying the spiritual blessings 
of the Christian religion, bestowed directly or indirectly 
by this mother institution. Is it not our duty and 
our privilege to apply some of our funds to its sup­
port, that by enlarging the foundation, and enlarging 
the Faculty, it may become still more efficient and 
confei more extended blessings on our children?
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worthy of

theological seminary. 2I

The Reformed Church is worthy of a Seminary 
which, in point of the numerical strength of its Faculty, 
shall be equal to the Faculties of the Seminaries be­
longing to other denominations. The origin and 
history of the Reformed Church, her celebrated Cate­
chism, her fidelity to Christ, her conservative and pro­
gressive spirit in theology and practical religion, her 
sufferings in the service of Christian truth, her attitude 
and mission as a branch of Evangelical Christianity, 
all prove her entitled to the confidence and support ot 
her membership. When you give funds to endow a 
new chair, you do an act of service to a theological 
school which, through its whole history, has proved 
itself worthy of the devotion of those who have gone 
before us, and by its continued faithfulness to the 
gospel of Christ, is now showing itself worthy of your 
liberal gifts.

Has not the time come when the Reformed Church 
of German origin should undertake great things? Is 
it not the duty of her Synods to set before their mem­
bers a project which is an honor to them personally, 
and which answers somewhat to the financial resources 
with which God has blessed them ?

This question concerning the duty of the synods 
may, however, be represented under a different aspect.

Christian people also can justly make their demands. 
Have not our wealthier members the right to conse-
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crate large sums to the work of Christ's kingdom? 
Is it not due to them that the Synods fix their atten­
tion on a grand and an ennobling Christian enterprise?

If the three Synods, when the Seminary proposition 
engaged their consideration, had failed to take affirma­
tive action, would not such hesitation have shown a 
want of due confidence in the faith and love of her 
membership? Spiritually considered, would it not 
have betrayed indifference to the Christian rights of 
her people? In view of the ineffable rewards awaiting 
Christ’s faithful co-workers, have not rich men the 
right to use their money, no less than all their other 
gifts, for the progress of God's kingdom, as truly as 
poor men have to use their manual labor? Is it not 
becoming in the Church to afford them an opportunity 
to perform deeds in the service of Christ that are 
worthy of themselves ?

Brethren, let us move to the front. The Captain of 
our salvation pronounces the word of command. We 
are a strong brigade of the sacramental host. The 
conflict with sin and error, with unbelief and false 
philosophy, is waxing hotter. The foe is numerous, 
learned, boastful, defiant. Our spiritual interests arc 
identical with the interests of the denominations who 
are in advance of us. The Reformed Church will go 

go backward as the common evangelical 
our country prospers or suffers. The
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command of the Prince of life binds us as it binds 
others. Let ns move to the front; and in the excellence 
of our equipments and the discipline of our men, let 
us stand abreast with the best brigades of the spiritual 
army of our Lord Jesus Christ.


