
FANCY FAIRS:
—=9 C=—

^<ws(§ia
At the usual hour for prayers, on the evening of Thanksgiving day, 

a short address was delivered to the students of Marshall College, in 
the chapel, on the subject of Fancy Fairs, with special reference to 
an occasion of the kind which it was proposed to hold in the village 
of .Mercersburg, on Christmas.

A call was made immediately afterwards on the part of some 
friends in the village, for the publication of the address; which it 
was known had been committed to writing, to guard against the 
danger of false versions.

This application was respectfully declined at the time, for reasons 
which seemed satisfactory.

Subsequent consideration, however, has satisfied me, that it is best 
on the whole to publish the article. I have no reason myself to wish’ 
that a single word in it should be kept out of sight; and now that 
the excitement about it among the friends of the Fair, may be suppos
ed to have happily abated, it seems desirable rather that they should 
have an opportunity of knowing exactly the form and manner of the 
offence, which has been given in the case. Misrepresentations and 
distortions, as a matter of course, have gone forth extensively into 
the community. For all this the most simple and natural remedy, 
is to print the address, so that all who choose may read and inter
pret for themselves. The effect of this, it may be trusted, will be 
salutary. Mist and twilight magnify all objects, and where the 
imagination is excited can convert even an old stump into an armed 
robber.

The idea seems to prevail with some, that I have shown an arbi
trary, dictatorial temper, in presuming to interfere, in the present 
case, with the affairs of the town ; and sundry not very respectful 
speeches have fallen from lips fair, as well as from lips foul, at my 
expense, in this particular view. But to any unprejudiced mind, in 
full possession of the case, it cun hardly fail to appear, that the dis
position to be unfair and overbearing has been wholly on the other 
side. From first to last, I have simply stood defensively, within the 
walls of the college, on the same ground I have openly occupied for 
the last ten years. In such a case as this, the views of the college,
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including as it docs a tenth part of the whole population of the place; 
and forming the most vital interest that belongs to it, after they had 
been clearly stated a year before, ought to have been respected. It 
is not enough that the Institution should be tolerated merely by the 
community, as a foreign interest; it has a right to be taken to its 
bosom, and cherished as the ornament and strength of the place. 
One of the greatest calamities that could come upon Mercersburg, 
would be that the college should be compelled to close doors ; and 
this result is sufficiently possible, under the pressure of other ob
structions and embarrassments, without any such wanton tampering 
with its life on the part of the citizens themselves, as might seem to 
court the disaster.

Such collisions between a college and the community in the midst 
of which it stands, though involving as in this case only a part of 
the community, tend directly to overthrow the college, and can 
hardly fail, if systematically renewed for some time, to come to such 
a termination.

That the bearing of the thing, in the present instance, proved no 
more injurious than it has done, is to be attributed to the unusually 
excellent spirit of the students themselves. With a manliness of feel
ing, which has commanded the admiration even of those who have 
been putting it to the test, they have quietly but firmly held them
selves aloof from the whole occasion.

It is thought proper to include in this publication, an article on 
the subject of Fairs, which appeared originally ten years ago in the 
“Friend”—a paper edited by myself for some time in Pittsburg. 
The article was editorial, and shows that my opposition to this bas
tard form of benevolence, has not been of that sudden, capricious 
growth which some appear to imagine, who most ungraciously insinu
ate that it proceeds from a secret disaffection to the interests of the 
Presbyterian Church. This article, it will be seen, is more severe 
than the address delivered in this place. It gave great offence at the 
time it was published, particularly to the ladies of Pittsburg and 
Allegheny, who happened to be just then zealously preparing for a 
grand Fancy Fair, in behalf of an Orphan Asylum. This was un
pleasant of course ; but I had the satisfaction of knowing that the re
monstrance was not uttered without salutary effect. On subsequent 
reflection, many of the ladies themselves were constrained to give 
judgment in my favor.

It must be borne in mind, that my opposition is to the system, and 
not to every body that may happen to have given it countenance. 
So in opposing the “Anxious Bench,” I should be sorry to identify 
with the system all who have made use of it, at any time. Many of the 
best men in the Church have done so; but the system is rotten and 
mischievous notwithstanding. In the same way many excellent peo
ple patronize Fairs, and it is quite possible that in given circumstan
ces, a Fair might be so conducted as to be a pattern of seriousness 
and gravity; as might be the case also with a ball. But still the
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system is intrinsically wrong. There is a mock show of charily 
about it, and a burlesque on the sacred idea of benevolence, which no 
church should be willing to sanction. Let the world please itself, if 
it see proper, with the mummery of the outward as a substitute for 
the power of the inward. Let popish imposture surrender itself, fully 
to the maxim, that the end sanctifies the means. But away with all 
such devices from the living sanctuary, in which God dwells. They 
beseem not the truth as it is in Jesus. They only caricature the 
life, which they affect to represent, and thus inflict upon it serious 
wrong.

It will be noticed, that the Fair, as contemplated in the Pittsburg 
article, is of the old style. The present fashion is somewhat differ
ent. But the change involves no improvement. The spirit of the 
system is just what it was before, a little less refined as it might seem, 
but not a whit more religious.
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FAIRS.
AN ARTICLE ORIGIN ALLA’ PUBLISHED IN THE PITTSBURGH 

“FRIEND,” OF MAY 30, 1833.

A great rnanj’ notices have been published latterly of Fairs, that 
have been held already, or are soon to be held, in different parts of 
the country. Some of them are spoken of in such terms as to make 
them objects of interest a great way off; and there is reason to think, 
that an impulse has already been communicated to the general mind 
in their favour, which will cause them to start into being more plen
tifully over the land. Matters of this sort—aud it is hard to say what 
matters in this world do not—go very much by the power of fashion, 
and in this way, like rolling snow, continually gather strength just 
by moving. In the first place, it may be, the influences which oper
ate to determine their course are very feeble, and seem scarcely to 
be felt at all; but after a time, by combining their strength together, 
they begin to make an impression that may be discerned ; and then 
as attention comes to be fastened on their action, they draw to them
selves new measures of the force of opinion, till at last they bear 
down all opposition that may come in their way, and carry with 
them the full flow of public sentiment in complete triumph. When 
once the tide of fashion has began to set in a particular direction, it 
seems to move onward by its own force ; the very fact that a thing 
has got to be fashionable makes it appear light, and throws around it 
a greater show of reason, in the eyes of the world, than it would 
have from the presence a hundred strong arguments^without this ad
vantage. A large part of the practices that prevail among men, and 
a large part of the opinions they hold, are sustained simply by the 
strength of custom, and draw their reasonableness from the mere cir
cumstance that they are in general vogue ; and we have abundant 
evidence from year to year, that it is fully in the power of fashion to 
alter entirely, the moral aspect of things as they seem to men at large, 
in a very short time. The influence of fashion in relation to opinion, 
is very much what it is in relation to modes of dress; it can with 
most people transform the beautiful into the uncouth, or the uncouth 
into the beautiful, with equal ease; it can bring discredit in a little 
while upon views that have been acquiesced in by a whole nation for 
centuries, or it can throw all the recommendations of taste and rea
son as soon around ways of acting and modes of thinking, that before 
seemed destitute of recommendation altogether.
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Now we do not mean by these remarks, to make it an objection 
lo the system of Fairs, that it is making its way in the country by the 
force of fashion ; things good and bad are capable alike of being car
ried successfully forward in this way. But we do mean to say, 
that the mere circumstance of the system being in general favour, 
and having the countenance of many respectable people, is not of 
itself an argument that it is right. All this can be very readily ac
counted for, according to the laws that determine public sentiment, 
even on the supposition of the thing’s being wrong in itself; and all 
experience testifies, that it is not safe at any time to rest questions of 
truth and error on any general judgments of this kind that may pre
vail in society. The thing that has been here over and over again, 
is the thing that certainly may be again ; and it is perfectly possible, 
therefore, that the exhibitions of which we are speaking may be liable 
to condemnation; notwithstanding all the honor that has been reflec
ted upon them by the late May-Day Celebration in Boston, and not
withstanding all the praise they are still getting in every part of the 
country.

Neither is it any argument that Fairs arc right, that they are gen
erally designed to aid some good cause, such as the erection of a 
church, or the provision of some relief for the wretched. The max
im is no longer held, that the end may sanctify the means, though it 
once was ; and men ought not to allow themselves now, us in the 
days when the doctrine of pious frauds was openly acknowledged, 
to refer to distant consequences merely for the purpose of justify ing 
their conduct cither to themselves or others. Every body knows, 
that the worst things in the world may be employed as means for 
reaching the most excellent objects, without losing a particle of the 
evil that lies deep in their own nature, and that goes along with all 
their operation even when it seems in some respects most salutary. 
Theatres have lent their aid to the most noble designs of benevolence; 
lotteries have ministered to the growth of colleges and churches ; 
ball-rooms have been made the channels of relief to the oppressed 
poor. But still the nature of all these institutions has continued in these 
cases just what it was before, and the purposes of benevolence to 
which they have been made subservient, have not contributed in the 
smallest measure to make them cither useful or right—since in the 
end, usefulness and right must always be found going hand in 
hand together. The fact, then, that hundreds and thousands of 
dollars have been raised by means of Fairs for benevolent purposes? 
is really nothing at all in reference to the question of their being right 
or wrong. That is a question, manifestly, that must be determined 
on other*principles ; and it is strange we should still find so many 
persons apparently merging all higher considerations in one-that is 
so utterly accidental only to the subject, and foreign from its own 
intrinsic nature, in a moral point of view. Yet it really seems as if 
this consideration alone had operated to throw a sort of sacrcdness 
around the whole thing, in the minds of some people. Wo have met 
with persons often, who appeared to look upon Fail's, as actually be-
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longing to the accredited operations of the religious benevolence of 
the age, and as being entitled on this account to the same sort of ven
eration, as is justly shown for Bible societies, Sabbath schools, and 
other similar institutions—insomuch that they would have felt it a 
sort of wickedness even to moot the question of their moral propriety; 
and all this deep feeling in their favour has been found, on inquiry, to 
have been grounded simply in the idea of the great good they seemed 
to be accomplishing, in the way of raising money for charitable pur
poses,—a consideration, we repeat, that is irrelevant altogether to 
the question, whether they arc in themselves right or wrong.

Our own deliberate conviction is, that the system is wrong, and 
ought not to be countenanced by the religious part of the community. 
We are perfectly a wareof the strong counter-current of feeling we have 
to meet, in making this assertion, and of the great disadvantage under 
which we labor, from the indefiniteness that belongs to the subject it
self, when looked at merely in the abstract, it is one of those sub
jects that in the theory of them appear one thing, while in their 
practical operation they are found to be wholly another ; while yet 
the circumstances that attach themselves to them in this latter res
pect, are so naturally drawn along with their action, that we cannot 
be said to have them before our minds at all without taking these into 
consideration. The theory of an American modern Fair is perfect, 
ly innocent, but so is the theory of dancing parlies, and so is the 
theory of dramatic exhibitions, and so is the theory of a hundred 
other things that arc full of mischief only in their actual operation ; 
and if by any means the abuses, as they are called, that go along 
with them, could be effectually guarded against, it were unreasona
ble, sure enough, to quarrel with them for a moment. But unhap
pily, these abuses are never separated from the things themselves, 
and it is but too plain that if they were, their reputation would in a 
very little lime perish in like manner, since their chief attractions are 
always found to lie not in the abstract nature, but only in the hurtful 
circumstances with which they stand invested, in real life. In con
demning Fairs, we look at them just as they are displayed to view 
in the world, without troubling ourselves with the question, what 
they might be under other circumstances. And our condemnation is 
expressed in reference only to the high rule of Christian principle— 
not in reference to any lower standard of judgment. The world has 
its own system of morality, and will find no difficulty in sustaining 
its practice on this point, as on a thousand others, to its own satisfac
tion ; but there arc higher and holier principles of action recognized 
by the spiritual mind, and it is to these we refer, and only to those 
who acknowledge their power we appeal, in making the charge we 
have now made. That which is highly esteemed among men, may 
be, and often is, an abomination in the sight of God.

A modern Fair seems to us objectionable on -------
its own nature it is a purely worldly exhibition, 
from every thing that is truly spiritual, as is 
ball-room itself; and yet it puts in a kind of claim to be looked upon
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as having a serious and even a religious character, thus asking no. 
merely toleration but downright approbation for its vanities, and put
ting forth a general indulgence to all who arc disposed to give way 
for the time to the reigning spirit of this present hie. It will hardly 
be denied, that the animating principle of the show in those cases, is 
just what it is in the ordinary melee of different kinds, in w hich it is the 
custom of a vain and giddy world to seek ils pleasures; and the show 
itself is found to be characterized with very much the same sort^of vain 
and heartless fiivolity. It is a place where people come together to 
sec and be seen, under just those circumstances of feeling that make 
it almost certain they will have their minds dissipated and corrupted 
rather than made better by their intercourse with others. All this, 
we arc aware, signifies nothing to people of a mere worldly cast of 
thought; but is it suitable, we ask, that the spiritually minded should 
fall in with the taste of the world, and make themselves in appear
ance partakers of its spirit here, while at other points they shrink 
with so much sensitiveness from every thing like fellowship with it ? 
In our opinion, there is something in the public display Which ladies 
particularly make of themselves on these occasions—when they 
stand forth in their most costly array, with all their light and gaudy 
merchandise around them, to be gazed upon by every eye, and sported 
with by every flippant tongue, that may choose to bespeak their atten
tion—something in it, we say, that the soul of a pious female should 
recoil from, even as it recoils from the public exhibition of the ball 
room itself. There is as much putting forth of the person upon the 
observation of the world, under circumstances that are suited to call 
up every emotion of vain-mindedness, in the one case as in the other ; 
and we do not see, why persons that arc not able even to stay in a 
place where a dance is going on, lest they should seem to give coun
tenance to the vain spirit of the world, should not feel themselves 
equally repelled by the vain show of a public Fair, but should think . 
it perfectly compatible with their religious sensibilities not only to 
look upon it as it passcss, but even to mingle with it and take the 
lead in its management. Only remove the consideration of the be
nevolent object which is designed to be promoted, a circumstance un
essential to the nature of the thing itself, and it will be hard to say in 
what respect the exhibition is more free from objection than that 
which is presented by any other scene of vanity and excitement that 
is known in the fashionable world.

Then there is a ministration on the part of those who furnish the 
tables of the Fair, to foolish and improper wants on the part of those 
who buy, that is, to say the least, of very questionable morality. 
Men have a right in one sense, and only in one sense, to spend their 
money as they please'; but if they ever choose to lay it out for things 
that arc either hurtful or useless, we are not on that account at liber
ty before God to make provision for their wishes. The very same 
reason which makes it wrong to provide ardent spirits for a commu
nity who will be injured by the use of it, will be felt by the truly 
spiritual man to be valid also against any business whatever that
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no real benefit to society, 
foolish fancies of our fellow-men,
brings no real benefit to society. We have no right to humor the 
foolish fancies of our fellow-men, any more than we have to minister 
to their worst propensities. To do so in any case, is to be wanting in 
moral honesty. What, then, shall we say of these late bazaar shows, 
where a large part of the articles exposed to sale are fabricated on 
the very principle of meeting the light taste of foolish people ? What 
shall we say of the splendid trifles, in the shape of a snuff-box, or a 
pound-cake, or an embroidered slipper, or a thousand other things 
of like kind that might be mentioned, which are got up with long 
preparation beforehand, and brought forward to be sold on these oc
casions 1 It is nothing to the point to tell us, that things of this sort 
are every day sold and bought in the common business market of 
the world ; the question is, is it right to minister in this way to wants 
that arc foolish and vain ? Is it seemly for Christian women to meet 
together, and ply their needles in concert, week after week, for the 
creation ol things that arc of no real use, or that are even worse 
than useless, with the view of holding them up at last to public sale 
—and to take to themselves the credit all the while of laboring, Dor
cas like, for the glory of God and the good of their fellow-beings ? 
Would it be right to empty their time in this way, and then to seek 
their reward in ministering to the foolish taste of foolish people with the 
work of their hands, if no purposes of benevolence were to bo answer
ed by the sacrifice ? And can the end that is aimed at, affect at all the 
means by which it is sought ? Surely if the tiling would be wrong 
under other circumstances, it cannot be made right in this way. Be
nevolence requires no sacrifice of principle, and wo arc never called 
upon to sloop so low in our condescension to others as to forget the 
moral dignity that should belong to ourselves. We have no right 
to waste our strength upon trifles in an}’ case, much less to make 
provision in doing so for the moral weaknesses of our fellow-men ; 
though by that means we should be able to endow asylums for the 
blind, and hospitals for the outcast all over the land.

But there is a feature belonging to the system which is perhaps more 
objectionable still, on the score of morality. We refer to the arts 
and tricks that are employed to get high prices for the articles that 
arc offered for sale. If purchasers were invited simply by the pros
pect of getting what they might think an equivalent for their money, 
dr if the only inducement held up to them more than this, were the 
opportunity of aiding a benevolent design, it might be well enough ; 
though so far as the last named consideration might have real force 
upon men’s minds, we believe it would make them respond as bounti
fully to a direct application for a free gift of money, and in a way 
too that would make the charity of more moral worth to all parlies. 
But these arc not the only motives, nor the chief motives, by which 
it is sought to win high prices for the articles that are sold on these 
occasions. The whole system is framed with reference to other feel
ings in the minds of men. Its most powerful appeal is made to prin
ciples that have no sort of relationship with the sentiment of benevo
lence. It is contrived to take hold of the worldly mind, by falling
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in with its own vain humour, and making provisions for its own 
sickly taste. It relies for “effect” on the appeal it makes to the 
imagination and the senses, and the “pride of life,” far more than it 
does upon any power it has to reach and unlock the true fountains 
of charity in the soul. The excitement of a heyday public show, 
trumped up in a style that may be most imposing to the eye, is brought 
in as the main reliance of the charitable scheme. The principles of 
gallantry, especially, is had recourse to in all its bearings. As some 
shop-keepers have been known to keep constantly at their counters a 
handsome wile or daughter, or even a stranger hired for the purpose, 
with the view of attracting customers to their stands and engaging them 
to buy when they came; so here all manner of female attractions 
arc displayed, with the shme intention evidently, and with the same 
happy effect. Gentlemen arc drawn to the place, and when they 
come there the etiquette of the day makes it absolutely necessary for 
them to spend their money, in order to sustain with the gay world 
the reputation of being something genteel—just as a man feels him
self bound at other times for the same reason to lay his money out 
liberally for ice-creams, or tickets for the theatre, or anything else 
of this sort that gallantry has a right to exact from its true votaries. 
And then, since the commerce that is carried on is recognized to be 
of this character, it is counted perfectly fair to push its advantages to 
the utmost extent that the principle which actuates it will allow. It 
is expected of the ladies who officiate on the occasion, that they will 
not exhibit themselves in silence to be looked at in the shows; they 
must lay under contribution all their talents for light and airy dis
course, with those who come within their reach—the bazaar must be 
animated with the spirit of the drawing room, in its most ctherial 
form. Exorbitant prices must be obtained for wares that are useless, 
and advantage taken in every way by female ingenuity of the gal
lant sentiments that arc abroad—the more capital the “take in,” 
the more creditable the transaction to the fair sister of charity. At 
the May-Day Fair in Boston, a lady made nearly four hundred and 
fifty dollars by selling “secret packages,” that were found when 
opened to contain each only a couple of dusters for wiping the eyes 1 
Another is said to have sold a penwiper for fifty dollars! The 
merest bagatelles were made to bring in good round sums of money, 
and dollars weic demanded and obtained for articles, which, in other 
circumstances, would not have commanded as many cents. But we 
need not refer to examples on this point; every body has heard of 
the style in which these things are managed on such occasions.

But if people arc willing to spend their money in this way, why 
should we complain? Our complaint lies against the spirit of the 
transaction. People do not spend even in this case, without getting 
what they deem an equivalent for their money. But where docs the 
equivalent reside? Not in the abstract value of the thing bought; 
it is often worthless altogether. Not in the pleasing reflection of hav
ing helped a benevolent enterprise; the spirit of the whole scene is in 
contradiction to sentiments of that kind. Where, then, does the 
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equivalent reside ?’ Manifestly in the pleasure that is derived from’ 
the light of the countenances of the ladies themselves, and from the 
privilege of mingling in light fellowship with them, amid the inspiring 
festivities of a public holiday. There is more ' in the market than 
the lifeless bagatelles, that are paraded on the tables; and these other 
things, that arc not named at all in the traffic that is carried on, are 
really the elements that enter mainly into the composition of the 
“value received,” and make up the “quid pro quo” of the gallant 
customers of the day. And now we ask, is it compatible with fe
male modesty, to say nothing of the “simplicity that is in Christ,” 
to take part in such a transaction ? We think that pious ladies at 
least, should not be found giving in to a system of so questionable a 
shape—so much after the manner of the stage, in the feature 
we have now been contemplating.

We might insist also on the moral impropriety of the little frauds 
and gay impositions themselves, that arc allowed in the ostensible 
traffic of the season—an impropriety that may be clothed with a name 
so soft in the world, as hardly to incur the reproach of even the seri
ous, but which, notwithstanding, stands plainly at war with the law 
of truth, and ought not to be suffered by the sensibility of the pious ; 
but we have said more than we intended to say already, and it is 
time, perhaps, to conclude the chapter-
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Young Gentleman :
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r.D&RESS TO THE STUDENTS OF MARSHALL. COLLEGE, DE* 
CEMBER 21, 1843, BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

INSTITUTION*.

Notice has been given publicly, that a Fair 
will be held in this place, on the approaching Christmas. A similar 
occasion, one year ago, brought the government of the College into 
collision, to some extent, with a portion of the community, concerned 
in carrying it forward. It was judged necessary to testify against it, 
in the presence of the students, Ibr the purpose of discouraging all 
connection with it, on their part. The system was condemned in a 
general way, without a particular statement of the grounds on which 
such judgment rested. Considerable offence was taken with this at 
the time, as though it had been an unwarrantable interference, onjhe 
part of the College, with the affairs of the town. It might have been 
expected, however, that subsequent reflection would at all events 
show the impropriety, of forcing a similar difficulty upon the institu
tions again; since, in the nature of the case, it could not fail to produce 
a still more serious collision. No one can regret more sincerely than 
myself, that this prudence has not been observed, and that it has be
come necessary for us to testify and protest against the old evil, in 
this public way. Jn doing so, it is now due to myself, as well as to 
the whole subject, to place before you briefly the grounds, on which 
this stand is taken, in opposition to Fairs in general, and in opposi
tion to these Mercersburg Fairs in particular. This I shall try to do 
with as much tenderness towards others, as the case may properly 
admit. My object is not to give offence, in any direction, but simply 
to discharge what I conceive to be a duty towards the College.

My opposition of Fairs is not of recent date. It was fully estab
lished and publicly expressed years ago, and long before I came to 
this place; when the system was more extensively popular, than it 
is at the present time.

1. They are occasions for vanity, frivolity, and dissipation. I do 
not mean, of course, that every person who takes partin them, is 
drawn into such faults. But the system has a tendency this way, in 
its very nature. It is intended to engage the interest ofthe world,— 
not the Church—the world as such, in favor of its objects. To do 
this effectually it must meet the world on its own ground. A Fair can 
never be successfully maintained, by the interest simply of its object, or 
ds a “bona fide” transaction in the way of business. In one way or
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how people can consistently condemn 

Another growing out of it is, that the

another, to take the custom of the world, it must be made to sub
serve the passion the world has for frivolous entertainment. The 
great body of those who give it their custom, do so, not for the sake 
of the object it is intended to promote, and not with the view at all of 
fulfilling any serious engagement whatever in the case. Their main 
purpose is amusement and personal enjoyment, with very little real 
respect to any other end. Now amusement and personal enjoyment 
may be right enough in their proper place ; but can an occasion which 
odors itself publicly to the service of such an interest, possibly be 
serious and grave? Must it not be rather, thus offering itself to the 
service of such an interest in the most public way, an occasion that 
may be expected, in the very nature of the case, to flow into vanity 
and dissipation. It is found accordingly in fact, that Fairs always 
have more or less this character. It is common for the managers 
to assure the public in each particular instance, that their Fair will 
be conducted in an orderly and edifying way ; and perhaps they arc 
careful to style it a “Sale,” to help the idea of sobriety. But there 
is something suspicious in the very fact, that the case should seem to 
call for this sort of apology and distinction ; and after all, the issue 
always shows, that the promise thus presented has not been fully sus
tained. The Fair may cast its skin, and call itself a sale of useful 
articles, but its nature remains still substantially what it was before. 
It is amusing indeed to hear some good people talk, as they do oc
casionally on this point. A Fair is considered to be purged of evil, 
because the old game of extravagant prices, giving no change, &c., 
has been laid aside, and a fixed rate placed upon every article, as rep
resenting its real value. And yet this is a mere circumstance that 
does not touch at all the merits of the system ; for if it be an under
stood thing, that the sales-women may keep all they can catch, no 
body who goes to the Fair, has any right to complain. It is a game 
at all events, and not a serious business; and it is of very little ac
count, whether it be played in one of these ways or the other. An
other change latterly is, that in lieu of mere artificial gewgaws, a 
supply of eatables, more than formerly, in various shapes, is made 
to fill a large place in the sale. Ice creams, floating island, and 
pound cake ; hot coffee, oysters, and cold turkey: or according to 
the latest and most approved fashion, a regularly served hot dinner; 
such are the commodities by which it is sought mainly to recommend 
the benevolent occasion. But this can hardly be considered an ad
vance on the idea as it stood before, unless we count the Stomach a 
a more respectable and refined organ than the Imagination. In any 
shape, the system stands directly related to vanity and dissipation. 
It is full as exceptionable in this point of view, to say the least, as 
the system of fashionable parlies, or the ball room. Indeed the lat
ter might seem to be more worthy of confidence, as being at all 
events more select, and not open in the same way to all who choose 
to come and go. I do not see ' 
balls, while they glorify fairs.

2. This is one objection.
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system involves an improper exposure, on the part of the ladies them
selves, who conduct these sales. 1 do not question, for a moment, 
the delicacy and correct feeling of the ladies generally, who are 
found ready, in different places to come before the public, in this 
way. But we are all liable to be drawn into forms of conduct, un
der the force of custom and fashion, which might not he approved 
by our sober judgment, if made the subject of reflection. In this 
view, it is perfectly proper to present the thought now mentioned, 
and it may be done in the kindest and most respectful manner. If 
a Fair be, in the very nature of the case, so allied to vanity and dis
sipation, and so open to the free and familiar approach of all sorts of 
persons, as has now been represented, there must be room certain
ly for the objection now urged. If it were only elderly matrons, that 
were accustomed to preside over the sales, the case might seem to be 
somewhat relieved ; but it is found necessary to bring young ladies 
forward in the same way, and it is very well understood, that the 
charms of the fair actresses arc expected to set off the attractions of 
the Sale, full as much at least as the value of the useful articles they 
propose to vend. I may possibly be too squeamish in the case ; 
but I confess I do not like the idea of a young lady, whom I may 
have been accustomed to respect, sitting hour after hour, at one of 
these sales, tricked oft* in finery and flowers, and courting, as it 
might seem, the free and familiar approach of every fool, that may 
be willing to pay a shilling for the privilege, under the cover of buy
ing a pin-cushion or a cup of coflee. Ladies can hardly complain, 
old or young, if in the circumstances of such an occasion, they should 
encounter at times even rude familiarity. The whole occasion is of 
a kind to invite things of this sort.

3. But the crowning objection to the system of Fairs is, that they 
always partake of the character of a religious farce. If they pre
sented themselves honestly to the world, as what they are in fact, 
occasions for light enjoyment and merrymaking, the case would be 
entitled to more indulgence. A ball or common frolic, in this res
pect, carries a more honest aspect. In either case, the thing appears 
in its true or proper character, and we are prepared to meet it accord
ingly. But the Fair, though it be a frolic in fact, aflects to com
mand our reverence as a religious and benevolent interest. Its pro
fits are consecrated to some object connected with religion, the re
pairing of a church, the cause of missions, the education cause, or 
some other end of the same kind ; and on the ground of this we are 
expected to treat it with something of the honor that is due to religion 
itself- The ladies please themselves with the idea, that they are ac
tively benevolent, in getting up the occasion. The whole thing goes 
forward generally, under the sanction and favor of the Church. 
Quite possibly, the pulpit is enlisted to recommend it to public pat
ronage, and to persuade the community that they will show their be
nevolence, by honoring it with their attendance and custom. And 
yet, as we have seen, the spirit of the occasion is anything but reli
gious. The principle of benevolence has in fact nothing whatever
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io do with the liberality that may be displayed. The great body of 
those who patronize such occasions, are just as ready to do so in 
favor of some popish object, as to serve an interest that is strictly 
evangelical. The truth is, the object has nothing to do, with the 
earnestness and zeal that may characterise the celebration. On this 
account, I say, a Fair is a religious farce ; very much of the same 
nature, as when a benefit is given in a theatre in favor of an orphan 
Asylum, or as though the profits of a ball should be consecrated to 
the spread of the gospel among the heathen.

Such are what I consider to be the main objections to the system 
of Fairs, in general. I shall now say a few words in reference to 
the Fair, which it is proposed to hold on the coming Christmas in this 
place.

The relation of the village to the College, renders it particularly 
improper to bring forward anything of the sort here. A Fair in Mer
cersburg must always act with more or less effect on the College. 
This was expected last year, and designed. Now this is to be dep
recated, for two reasons. First, because no room should be given 
to parents or others at a distance to say or think, that there is a dis
position in the place, to extort money in this way from the youth, 
who are sent here to be educated. The citizens should shrink from 
.everything that might seem to favor any such imputation. It is cer
tain however, that if it were understood abroad, that an annual Fair 
was to be established here, with a view of working on the students 
as well as others, it would soon produce dissatisfaction in this way ; 
and it would do so with good reason. But again, a Fair here has a 
direct tendency to interfere with order and good government in the 
College. That results from its nature. It produces excitement and 
.dissipation. This was the case a year ago. We were assured be
forehand, thajt the occasion would be free from exception, in this re
spect. But it was notoriously a scene of vanity notwithstanding ; 
.and we felt it most sensibly in the College. The Faculty could easi
ly enough remark that a bad influence was created by it, that lasted 
for weeks. It endangered the interests of order and right feeling in 
the College, more than any other occasion we were called to encoun
ter, the whole year-

Before it took place, I uttered my public testimony against it, to 
the students. I had a full right to do so, in any view of the case. 
With the view I had of the occasion, I could not in faithfulness to 
the College, do less.. I owed it to the parents of the young men here 
placed under my care, (in many cases, with special charge to exer
cise a parental supervision over all their interests;) I owed it to the 
young men themselves, who may be considered in one sense my own 
family, to interpose such protest and caution as 1 did. Farther than 
this, the Faculty could not well proceed. Had Mr. Sellers got up 
such an occasion, on his own private account, we should have had 
no hesitation in positively prohibiting the attendance of every student; 
and the whole sentiment of the place would have justified us in so 
.doing. But here we had an influential portion of the citizens them*
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eelves, concerned in the difficulty which was thrown in our way, 
and of course it was in vain to think of any such restriction. Wc 
could only counsel, without undertaking to command. And yet 
even this gave vast umbrage at the lime.

But the present Fair is much worse, in its relation to the institutions, 
than the last. The collision of last year should have prevented any
thing of the same sort again. Even if the friends of the system were 
perfectly sure of being in the right, still after it was known that the 
government of the College was so decidedly opposed to it, common 
propriety would seem to have required that no farther collision with 
it should be courted in the same way. There is no unbecoming as
sumption, in this remark. These institutions arc not a secondary 
or subordinate interest for the village of Mercersburg. When we 
consider its retired location and size, they may be said to be in an 
important sense, the life of the place. Even if no account be made 
of their moral influence, they arc entitled to the highest regard for 
their bearings on business and the value of property. They throw 
into the business of the place 820.000 every year. But their litera
ry and moral worth should be valued, of course, as of more impor
tance still. I may be permitted to add, that I have myself special 
claims on the respect and kindness of the place. My services to’ 
the College are given freely, to save it from prostration. A vast 
weight of care and difficulty is laid upon my shoulders, by means of 
my Presidency over the Institution, without the least remuneration, 
which, in the circumstances of the case, ought to be regarded as a 
freewill offering at the same time of the most important services, to 
the whole community. If ever there were then a plain case, we have 
it here. The community is bound to respect and cherish the inter
ests of the College; and I have a right myself to look to it for sym
pathy and support, in the trying position in which I am placed. But 
in the case before us, no regard whatever has been shown to the 
maintenance of right relations with the Institutions. With the fullest 
knowledge of our feelings with regard to the subject, and the plain 
prospect of a second collision with us more painful than the first, the 
movers in this business have gone forward notwithstanding, to thrust 
another Fair into our way ; as it might seem for the very purpose of 
showing that the village is independent of the College, and in no wise 
concerned to trouble itself in the least with the views of the Faculty 
or President, in any case of this sort. Viewing the matter as I do 
in this light, I regard the proposed Fair of course, as in its nature 
insulting to myself personally, and altogether unbecoming, towards 
the Institutions over which I preside. This renders it worse than- 
the last.

I am happy however to know, that the movement is not properly 
a movement of the village as such. The majority of the citizens, f 
presume, look upon it with disapprobation. Nor would I wish to 
charge those directly connected with it, with consciously intending 
exactly all that the movement, in the circumstances of the case, 
seems to me actually to involve. Had proper reflection been exer-
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cised, and the bearings of the business been fairly weighed, I believe 
they could not have allowed themselves to do as they have done. 
Nor is it my object now to promote discord and separation ; but 
rather to open the way for solid and lasting harmony and peace. This 
is to be secured only by a right understanding of our mutual claims 
and relations. On this account, I have thought it proper to make 
this public statement. It may contribute perhaps towards the object 
now mentioned.

It is said that persons concerned in this movement have a right. 
to do as they please in the case. So they have in a legal point of 
view ; a right even to do wrong, if it should seem proper. And I 
have no thought of disturbing this right. I will send no constable, 
and I will raise no mob, to break up the gathering. But I have a 
right too al least to protest and admonish, in the bosom of my own 
family, and in the larger family gathered’a round me within these walls, 
if in no more public way. This I have now done, and made it evident 
1 trust, at the same time, that the exercise of this right involves no 
officious meddling with the business of other people.

It is pretended again, that this is an affair of the Presbyterian 
Church, and that I, as belonging to a different denomination, ought 
not to say anything against it. To this I might say, that my oppo
sition to Fairs was born in the Presbyterian Church, and in that res-: 
poet is as little Corman Reformed as my love for the Shorter Cate
chism. But the thought is too ridiculous for serious notice. The 
church as such, in this place, has not ordered a Fair to be held, 
and I presume never will. It is only a portion of its members that 
have volunteered to carry it forward. To another portion, the whole 
thing is unwelcome. But in any view, my right to say to the stu
dents of this College, that I consider the system wrong, remains the 
same. If a dozen of persons belonging to the Methodist Church 
should exert themselves to establish a circus in the place, it would 
be asking rather too much to require that I should bo silent with re
gard to it, because forsooth I happen to belong to a different denom
ination. The Fair concerns the village and the Institutions, full as 
much as any particular Church.

I have now spoken, in sorrow more than in anger, what it has 
seemed to me should be spoken on this subject, at the present time. 
You will understand distinctly, that we lay ho prohibition upon you, 
in the way of College authority, to keep you from the Fair. You 
can go there, if you see proper to do so; though we shall be better 
pleased of course, if in the exercise of your own free judgment, you 
may resolve to have no connection with it whatever. More than 
this interference, in the way of instruction, counsel and caution, the 
circumstances of the case will not permit. This may bo sufficient 
however, to vindicate the government of the College, in your view, 
and through you also in the view of your parents, and of the public 
generally, from all misapprehension, as it regards its feelings and re
lations to this whole business.


