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THE TASK FORCE FOR CLUSTERING

On October 18 and 19 I attended the third meeting of the Task Force on
clustering that was held at Lutheran Theological Seminary., Gettysburg, Pennsy
vania. The Task Force is one of three committees presently engaged in investigating
specific facets of clustering in Philadelphia. Along with the Task Force is the
Administrator. Committee composed of Seminary Presidents. This committee is
exemining some of the administrative problems and advantages of co-locating in
West Philadelphia. The other committee which is presently being formed is
constituted by the Dean of each seminary. This group will try to develop and
administer some pilot projects in team-teaching that later may become part of the
cluster's curriculum.

The assignment of the Task Force is to comstruct a curriculum model which
would be piaced into operation if such a cluster were to come to fruition. The
Task Force is composed of a professor from each seminary {(Crozer, Lancaster,
Philadelphia Divinity School, Mt. Airy, Gettysburg, and Moravian). The October
meeting of the Task Force was very similar to the July meeting in that they both
were concerned with gathering data about the present state of seminary education.
During the July meetings outside resource people were called upon to give their
opinions and impressions about the present preparation of ministerial candidates.
For the most part these mep were very critical of the lack of psychological and
scciological sensitivity on the part of most seminary graduates. They voiced
displeasure over the ignorance of social dynamics which the majority of seminary
graduates display. (The digest from these meetings are available upon request).
At the October meeting the Task Force attempted to elicit similar respcnses from
internal resource people (alumni and students).

At the Friday sessions the committee gave its attention tc student opinions.
The general impression expressed by the students was that seminary education
as it now functions does not prepare the student for any type of ministry. The
majority of the students seemed to feel the present academic preparation was quite
good, but they conter#2d that a balance must be struck with the personal and
Dhciological dimensions of ministering which is lacking in the present educational
situation. However, the student from Crozer seemed to feel that his seminary
was moving toward a balance in this area. Some of the faculty members of the
Task Force were not very receptive to :ithis charge.

Cn Saturday the alumni representatives (two from each school) presented
their impressions to the committee. For the most part, it might be concluded
that these representatives gave added support to the criticisms aired by the out-
side resource persons arnd the students.

At the November meeting the Task Force will examine and evaluate curriculum
models which have been devised by its members (students included). From these
models .ooov G ' cio o rewurces of the committee a curriculum model wil
emerge. The part that the students will play in this entire process has not yet
been defined. It can be stated at this time that the student representatives
will be present at the November meeting. However, The Task Force has failed
to define very clearly the role of the students. It must be stated that the
majority of student representatives are very apprehensive of their part in the entire
process.

As the representative from this seminary I feel it only fitting to relate
to the students some of my opinions concerning seminary education. I would hope
that feedback will be forthcoming from other students. It is my opinion that the
answer-man philoscphy now present in seminary curricula must go. And, although,
most seminarians and their professors will admit that the seminary can not function
as an ansver factory for the minister; I feel that the present structure of
geminary curricula and the seminary as a whole isg so designed to advance this
philosophy. The thrust of seminary education should focus on producing creative
pecple. If the church takes its mission in the world seriously we can say that
every ministering situation will be unique and new, therefore, the seminary must
rrocduce persons who will respond to these challisnges. And it seems clear to me
that the ansvers to all-these challenges are not always and completely available
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in the textbook. The seminary must try to equip each person with creative method-
ology for coping with all sorts of problems.

If we take seriously the advance in computer science and the rapid prolifer-
ation of published material, we must realize that the data a student or minister
needs will be at hand. However, the resources will be of no help if the minister
cannot define the problem and develop a methodology for exploring and implimenting
a solution. The minister must put his mind to creative use when faced with a
problem. He can not constantly return to the womb (the seminary) and inquire of his
professors what he should do. On the other hand, if the minister takes his call
seriously, he can not dismiss the problem because he can find no easy solution.

But the seminary must go beyond equipping the student with the ability to define
the problem and a methodology for coping with it. Education should instill in

the individual a reflective quality in order that the person may learn from his
experience., It is my opinion that the present curriculum cdoes not begin to tap its
potential for developing this type of person.

Therefore, we must remove many of the partitions which the present seminary
curriculum has erected. We must call into question many of the subjective divisions
made at the seminary. Can we make clear distinctions between theology, Bible,
Church history, and Church life and work? Are there other methods for obtaining
this knowledge? Some have said that the student comes to seminary with a structure
implanted by sixteen years of education. They contend that the student would not
be able to adapt a new mode of education. BRut, we must ask if the seminary has a
right and obligation to reinforce a method of education which does not cultivate
creative people., There is a life-style encompassed in the Christian ministry.

The problem now faced by the Task Force is to define and construct a method for
instilling in people this life-style. The modern minister must be sensitive to
the needs of his congregation. He must develop a feel for people and the problems
and needs they encounter. Many of the alumni stated that it is not enough to know
and preach the Gospel. They continued that some people will not receive the Word
because they have other needs which prevent its reception. And therefore, it is
necessary for the seminary to teach its students more than the Word in its age-old
categories. ,

One possible alternative to the present structure is an issue-oriented mode
of study. That is, instead of giving the student a certain body of knowledge to
learn, the student would select a topic or problem which he would explore,

However, it should be noted, that in order for the student to explore the problem
he would have to call upon knowledge from many fields both Christian and secular,
With this approach the student would be forced to define the problem or topic. He
would then have to develop a methodology for exploring it. And after the data is
gathered he would reflect on the process with others, This approach would remove
many of the false partitions which have been erected in education. It would force
the student to integrate knowledge from many fields. And in many ways it would be
more realistic (life-~like) than the present debates concerning Christology which
secem to be insulated from the daily life of the minister. It must be stated' that
this approach is not fully developed. It is only presented as an alternative.

i am convinced if the seminary is going to strike a balance between the
academic and personal development of the ministerial candidate, it can no longer
tolerate the false partitions erected in this community. That is, to debate whether
systematic or constructive theology should be the first course offered by the theol=
ogy department does not begin to attack the problem., This fact was explicated in

he student meetings held Friday night. Both Lancaster and Philadelphia Divinity
School have open curricula, but neither seemed to be too very convinced of the
possibilites this approach encompassed. If the Task Force is going to just tinker
with the present cirriculum, it is my opinion that they should pool their resources
~and buy some computers which will certainly be able to absorb the data which is
presently demanded in the seminary., And of course, this would solve the problem of
continuing education since computers can be updated very rapidly. If answers are the
essence of seminary education, the church will have rigor mortis in a few more years.,

- Peter Gosuts




THE STUDEHT AS NIGGER

Students are niggers, When you get that straight, our schools begin to make
senge. It's more important, though, to understend why they're niggers., If we
follow that question seriously enough, it will lead us past the zone of academic
bullshit, where dedicated teachers pass their knowledge on to a new generation, and
into the nitty~-gritty of human needs and hang-ups. And from there we can go on to
consider whether it might ever be ‘possible for students to come up from slavery.

First, let's see what's happening now, Let's look at the role students play
in what we call education,

At Cal State LA—-whers I teach, the students have seperate and unequal dining
facilities., If I take them into the faculty‘dining room, my colleagues get uncom-
fortable, as though there were a bad smell. If I eat in the student cafeteria, I
become known as the educational equivalent of a niggerlover. In at least one build-
ing there are even restrooms which students may not use., At Cal State, also, there
is an unwritten law, barring student-faculty-love-meking. Fortunately this anti-
miscegenation law, like its Southern counterpart, is not 1005 effective.

Students at Cal State are politically disenfranchised. They are in an academic
Lovmdes County. Most of them can vote in national elections—which affect their
ecademic lives, The students are, it is true, allowed to have a toy government of
their own. It is a governemnt run for the most part by Uncle Toms and concerned
principally with trivia, The faculty and administrators decide what courses will
be offered; the students get to choose their own Homecoming Queen, Occasionally,
when student leaders get uppity and rebellious, they're either ignored, put off with
tr1v1a1 concessions, or maneuvered expertly out of position.

A student at Cal State is expected to know his place., He calls a faculty mem-
ber "sir" or "Doctor" or "Frofessor" and he smiles and shuffles some as he stands
cutside the professor's office waiting for permission to enter. The faculty tell
him what courses to take (in my department, anllsh even electives have to be
approved by a faculty member); they tell him what to read, what to write, and fre~
quently, where to set the margins on his typewriter. They tell him what's true and
what isn't. Some teachers insist that they encourage dissent btut they're almost
always jiving and every student knows it. Tell the man what he wants to hear or
he'll fail your ass out of the course.

When a teacher says'jump" students jump. I know one profecsar who refused to’
take up class time for exams and required students to show up for tests at 6:30 in
the morning. And they did, by God! Another; =+ exam time, provides answer rauds
to be filled cut—each one enclosed in a paper bag with a hole cut in the top to
see through. Students stick their writing hands in the bags while taking the test.
He does it to prevent chealing. Another colleague once caught a student reading
during one of hils lectures and threw her book against the wall., S5Still another
leztures his students into stupor and then screams at them in a rage when they
{rll cgleep,

Just last week, during the first mebt1ng of a class, one girl got up to leave
after about ten minutes had gone by. The teacher rushed over, grabbed her by the
arm, saying, "Thls class is NOT dlsm;ssed?" and led her back to her seat., O0On the
same day another teacher began by informing his class that he does not like beards,
mustaches, long hair on boys or capri pants on girls, and will not tolerate any
of that in his class. The class, incidentally, consisted mostly of high school
teachers.,

Even more discouraging than this Auschwitz approaih to .ducation is the fact
that the students take it. They haven't gone through 12 years of public school for
nothing., They've learned one thing during those 12 years. They've forgotten their
algebra, They're hopelessly vague about chemistry and physics. They've grown to
fear and resent literature. They write 1ike they've been lobotomized. But, Jesus,
con they follow ordersi

Students don't ask that orders make sense, They gave up expecting things to
make sense long before they left elementary schocl. Things are true because the
teacher szys they're true. At a very early age we all learn to accept "two truths,"”
2s did certain medieval churchmen, Cutside of class, things are true to your tongue,
your Tingers, your stomach, your heart., Inside class, things are true by reason of
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authority. And that's just fine because you don't care anyway. Miss Wiedemier
tells you a noun is a person, place or thing. So let it be. TYou don't give a rat's
ass; she doesn't give a rat's ass.

The important thing is to please her., 3ack in kindergarten, you find out
teachers only love children who stand in nice straight lines. And that's where
it's been ever since.

What school amounts to, then, for white and black kids alike, is a 12yr course
in how to be slaves. What else could explain what I see in a freshman class?
They've got that slave mentality: obliging and ingratiating on the surface but
hostile and resistant underneath,

As do black slaves, students vary in their awareness of what's going on. Some
recognize their own put-on for what it is and even let.thelr rebellion break
through to the surface now and then. Others~including most of the "Good students”
—have been more deeply brain-washed. They're pathetically eager to be pushed
around, They swallow the bullshit with greedy mouths. They're like those old
grey-headed house niggers you can still find in the South who don't see what all the
fuss is about because Mr. Charlie "treats us real good."”

College entrance requirements tend to favor the Toms and screen out the rebels.
Not entirely, of course. Some students at Cal State are expert con artists who
know perfectly well what's happening, They want the degree or the 2-S and spend
their years on the old plantation alternately laughing and cursing as they play the
game, If their egos are strgrng enough, they cheat a lot. And, of course, even
the Toms are angry down deep somewhere. 3ut it comes out in passive rather than
activo agression. They'ro unexpldinably thick witted and subject to frequent spells
of laxness.  They spend their nights mechanically outlining history chapters while
meticulously failing to comprehend a word of what's in front of them.

The saddest cases among both black slaves and student slaves are the ones who
have so thoroughly introjected their masters' values that their anger is all
turned inward. At Cal State these are the kinds for whom every low grade is a
torture, who stammer and shake when they speak to a professor, who go through an
emotional crisis every time they're called upon during class. You can recognize
them easily at finals time. Their faces are festooned with fresh pimples; their
bowels boil audibly across the room, If there is a Last Judgement, the parents and
teachers who created these wrecks are going to burn in Hell.

So students are niggers., It's time to find out why, and to do this we have to
take a long look at Mr, Charlie.

The teachers I know best are college professors. Outside the classroom and
taken as a group, their most striking characteristic is timidity. They're short
on balls, :

Just look at their working conditions. At a time when even migrant workers
have begun to fight and win, college professors are still afraid to make more than
a teken effort to improve on their pitiful economic status. In California state
colleges the faculties are screwed regularly and vigorously by the Governor and
Legislature and yet thay still don't offer any solid resistance. They lie on their
stomachs with their pants dowm, mumbling catch phrases like "professional dignity"
and "meaningful dialogue.”

Professors were no @ifferent when I was an undergraduate at UCLA during the
McCarthy era; it was like a cattle stampede as they rushed to cop out. And in more
recent years, I found that my being arrested in sit-ins brought from my colleagues
not so much approval or condemmation as open-mouthed astonishment, "You could lose
your Jjobi"

Yow, of course, there's the Vietnamese war. It gets some opposition from a
fow teachers., Some support it., But a vast number of professors who know perfectly
well what's happening, are copping out again. /rd in the high schools, you can
forget it. Stillness reigns.

I'm not sure why teachers are so chickenshit, It could be that academic
training itself forces a split between thought and action. It might also be that
the tenured security of a teaching Job attracts timid persons and, furthermore,
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that teaching, like police work pulls in pergsong who are ungsure of
thengelveg and need weapons and the other external trappings of
authority.

At any rate teachers arc shert on ballg., And as Judy Eigen-
stein has eloguently pointed ocut, the classroom offére on artificial
and proteccted environment in which they can excercise their will
to power. Your neigshbors may drive a better car; zas station
attendants may intimidate you; your wife may dominate you; the
state legislature nay shit on you; but in the classroom, by God,
gtudents do what you say - or else. The grade isn't a cop's gun,
but in the end it's more powerful. At your personal whim - any
time you chooge -~ you can keep 35 students up for nights and have
the pleasure of geeing them walk into the clagsroonm pasty-faced
and red-cyed carrying o sheaf of typewritten pagzes, with title pase
MLA footnoctes and marsing: set at 91 and 15,

The zeneral timidity which caused. teachers to make niguers
of their gtudents usually includes a more gpecific fear - fear of
the students themselves. After all, gtudents are different, just
like black people. You gstand exposed in front of then, knowing
that their intereests, their values may suspect that you yourself
are not the most engaging of persons. What then can: protect ycu
from their ridicule ansg gcorn? Respect for authority. That's what.
It's the policeman's gun again. The white bwana's pith helmet.

So you flaunt that authority. You wither whisperc with o murderots:
glance. You cruch objectors with erudition ond heavy irceny. And
worgt of all, you nake your own attainments seem not accessible

but awesonely remote. You conceal your rniagsive ignorance - and
Plrade a glender learning. :

You night also want to keep in mind that he was a nigger once
himself and has never really sotten over it. And there are more
causes, some of which are better described in sociological than
psychological ternms. Work thenm out, it's not hard. But in the
mean time what we've got in our hands is a whole lot of nigsers.
And what makes thig particularly grim is that the student has less
chance than the black man: of getting oub of his bag. Because
the student doesn't even know he's in it. That, 1nore or less,
is what's happening in higher education. And the results arc
stagzering.

For one thing, damn little cducation takes place in the schools
How could it? You can't educate slaves; you can only train them.
Or, to usc an even uglier word, you can cnly progran then.

If you're a black rebel they can't exile you; they either have to
intimidate you or kill you. But in high echool or college, they can
Just bounce you out of the fold. And they do. Rebel students and
renezade faculty members get smothered or shot down with devastating
accuracy. In high school, it's usually the gtudent who gets it in
college it's more often the teacher. Others get tired of fighting
and voluntarily leave the system. This may be a mistake though.
Dropping out of college for a rebel ig a little like going North

for a Negroe. You might as well stay and raise hell becouse you
can't get away from it.

How do you raise hell? That's o whole other article. But just
for a start, why not stay with the cnalogy? What have black people
done? They have Tirst of all, faced the fact of their slavery.
They 've gtopped kidding themsclves about an eventual reward in thot
Great Watcrnmelon: Patch in the Sky. They've organized: they 've
decided to get frecedom now, and they've started taking it.

Students, like black people, have immense unused DOWET.

They could theoretically insist on participating in their own
education. They could make academic frecdom bilateral. They could

R
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teach their teacherg to thrive on love and admiration rather than.
fear and respect, and to lay down their weapons. Students could
learm to dance by dancing on the IBH cardg. They could make
coloring bocks cut of the cataloge, and they could put the grading
syoten in a museunn. They could roze one gset of wallg and let
life come blowing intc the classroon. They could raze another set
of walls and let education ficw out ond flood the gtreets. They
could turn the classroom into where it'c at - a "field of action
ag Peter Marin. degceribes it. And, believe it or not, they could
study eagerly ond learn prodigicusly for the best of all pogsible
reagsons - their own reasons.

They could. Thecretically. They huve the power. But only in
a very few pluaces, like Berkeley, have they cven begun to think
about using 1%.  _ non019 marber (Reprinted from UCLA Daily Bruin)
(Courtesy of: Jim ILittrell and Van Igou, who think that while there
are gone things in thisg.article ;that do not apply to Philadelphia
Divinity School there are many things that do.

Editorial note: We of course wich to state that the above article
in no way reflects the sgituation here ot cur little educaticnal
isle of felicity, even LIS, but we, nevertheless, are indebted
to Mr. Littrell for shaoring this article with us in order that we
nay ever show our gratitude for the goodliness of our condition.
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ON COMEUNITY

Anyone who has even o passing acguaintance with me knows that
I am prone to periodic outbursts on sundry topics from libraries
with banker's hours to secrviccs of Word and Sacrament without
The Word, to Germam theologiang who write many-volume noveletidies.
Once in a while the waters of ny deep gush forth to produce the
customary passing dampness. This is one of those times and the .-
object ny deluge is the incegsant palaver about "community" and its
lack between gtudents, staff, and faculty (oand all combinatioms
thereof). As a matter of fact, I joined in such pious panache a
nunber of times, caught up in the spirit as I wasg, without really
kmowing what it was I was crying for! The staff entormbs themselves
in carpeted, air-conditioned offices. The faculty 1lift themselves
into ivory towers. Student cliques form in stairwells, on Pine
Street, and in Richord's Hall. The memberg of the classes don't
mix, they stay to themgelves. Oh boy! And, in 2 beautiful piece of
condemmatory theologizing, I bemooned the fact that not even
Communion: Services were able to draw the people ftogether in one
place at one time. As you may hove anticipated, I have changed ny
mind about "community." I've had some experiences of it.

Pirst off, these experiencesg have ghown me that I hadn't
the glightest idea of what "cormmumity" is (which ien't so bad
since i1t pute me in the company of most scciologists). Is 1t
the happy group with smiling faces, filled with the wine of nutual
cryjoynent, dancing around the naypole of frenzied fellowship -
a later day Baccanalia? No! It's living together, going aboul
our individual businesses, and ackunowlging the other persom without
the necesgity for periodic handclasping and cries of "I love you. "
It's what happens when groups of people from different cultures _
-are thrown together to live work and get to know each other. It's
sonething which happens and, unfortunately, it can't be planmed
in advance, It wasn't surprising that of all the opportunitics
afforded by the Seminar Abroad, the opportunity to live together
with the Dutch was consgidered the most important. More "community®
developed than: could have been wighed for in advance. And the
sane was true for dutra-—-American relations. None of us will be
the same for the cormunity we experienced. (How many students
really, kmew that Dr. and Mrg. 3teinmetz were wonderfully warn and
hunanm?) This community was experienced; it defies verbal descrips’.
tion. It happened. That's about all one can say about it. I dare
anyone to plam such an outcone. '

g community dependent upon uwniformity of interests, goals,

occupationg, etc? Hardly. Consider each gtudent, each staff
member, each faculty member (this ie not an hierarchial ranking).
Bach one is different intellectually, phycically, morally (within
linits of course). Can we expect. all these walking variables to
rally round the same flag, to share o complete set of interests
and goalg, to hook arm-in-arm and moarch upctage ag if in an
Irving Berlin musical, just because we think it's the right thing

to do? Nol! "Commmity" is experienced when students, staff, and
faculty respond with sympathy, offer their help, and just sit by

L

when tragedy strikes; when: people whose nanes you don't even. know
come to you and offer their condolences, and them go away nameless
but not forgottem. Thak's community. Don't ask me to draw a word
picture of tThat.

As the tide recedes, let me say thot the next time you feel
the need to raise o fusg about the lack of community on campus, I
would urge you to congider what it is you're asking for - define
it if you will. Then, while you're puddling your way through pious
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clicheg, beating your breast in rightocus angcr, «nd deviging all

sorts ¢f ingenicus nlang for hoppoeninsg, I'1l be ~1od to cene by and
inform you that thore io cphLurlty cinocunpus. It hoppens. I have

cxpericnced it in tizceg of hoappincus and tincg of s&dncsua
— Vince Ighezslnan

PRAYER

It's hard to be humble, dear Lord

I mean truly humble.

Oh, sure I could bow the knee and say the prayer that I think of myself
as a worm, just like Job did, sure I could.

But it wouldn't be qincere, and that'’s the bad part.

I'd probably be proud of my humility.

I don't know vhat to do, dear God.

I'm proud of myszlf and all the things I do.

Sure, I'm gratcful to you that I can do them, but that doesn’t help to
mend my pride, does it?

What can I do?

Seience has torn downm my image of you so much that it's hard for me to .
be in true terror-stricken awe like the Semites of old.

So there I am, Ged.

I can't u@ humble, and I'm proud of my pride.

I don't know what to do about 1t.

HBelp me, dear God.

It just occured to me, Lord.
Maybe you want me to be proud.
Proud that I'm a human being,
Proud to be alive,
Proud that I can do all the things that man can do,
like paint,
and philosophize,
and write laws,
and wage war,
and make machines that take over for him.
Am I proud of that?
Maybe that's where I must turn for humility now, not directly Lo you,
but to the world around me which shows the power of man,
And then I can realize how great man is and be proud.
And realizing that helps me to be humble, hecause I know that you
are so much greater than all this.
I'm not really sure, Lord.
It’s coanSqu
Maybe I have to be pruud before I can be humble.
But I don't know yet,
So I'll keep trying.
- Glen B. Moyer
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JOHN DIETERLY

We have all been awakened upon
occasion by the unnerving groan of that
dreadful green monster which devours
grass and leaves around the seminary.
When we discover that the monster is
totally vegetarian and is held in check
by its master, our fears for children,
dogs, cats. and pet squirrels are dis-
solved. The dreadful green monster's
master is John Dieterly, a senior at
LTS.

John learned his skill for training
the mechanical agrarian bessts at Penn
State University, where he was a wajor
in Agricultural Engineering. John's
interest in agriculture was formed
quite young, since he was born on a
farm near Springtown, in Pleasant Valley, Pennsylvania. There he was responsible
for farm marsgement even before he entered college. His interest in agricultural
engineering was prior to any interest he had in the professional ministry of the
Church. :

John has seriously been considering directing his ministry to some area of
foreign agricultural work as an alternative to the parish ministry. However, it
should be understood that hs has as yet not made any decisions in either direction.
While listening to an address about the various instrumentalities and corporations
of the United Chruch of Christ deliviered by Dr. Reginald Helfrich last year, John
inquired about the possibilities of overseas mission work which would give him an
oprortunity to incorporate his agricultural science with his Christian ministry.

An. opportunity presented itself for John to "take a look," as he puts it, at
some of the work of the United Church Board for World Ministries as it is found in
South America. The opportunity came by way of an invitation for John to participate
in the Heifer Project Incorporated, in which he will chaperone a shipment of heifers
as a "cowboy" to Quito, Eguador:. Priority was given to John by the H. P. Inc.
board to participate in this-trip because of his interest in foreign mission work.
He related to us that he would make his decision to enter this area of work on
the basis of what he observes on the trip. Miriam Dieterly, John's wife, will
accompany him after he reaches Quito, where they will observe the program of the
Heifer Project and spend ten days observing the UCEWM, especially the work of the
United Andean Mission. The exact date of John's departure is as yet indefinite.
(We do not know if this depends upon the decision of the church or the cows.)
However, John anticipates he will leave sometime during the first week of December.
The Dieterlys also plan to stop over in Honduras and Mexico on their return trip.

Perhaps, by Christmwas, we can claim the acquaintance of an agricultural
missionary engineser to-be.

- Larry Buss
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RANDOM THOUGHTS ON AUGUST IN AMERICA

August 28: I listened to the platform fight over the Vietnam
plank; Tydings, Sorensen, Gov. Hoff of Vermont, and Wayne Morse, among
others, spoke for the more radical peace plank, There was a bitter
fight and boos filled the auditorium, and the minority plank lost by
about a 3 to 2 margin....Humphrey was picked as the nominee of the Demw
ocratic party, 1760 votes to only 601 for McCarthy. Democracy, hell,
Neither party has any idea of what the great mass of people want, and
now there are two very uninspiring candidates who fail to throw any
sparks into me and my generation. I've met so many young kids this
summer who are completely disenchanted with the whole system.,

August 29: After the Vice-Presidential nomination was over, a
group of delegates to the convention went out to join the youth demon-
strators on Michigan Avenue. Men like John Kenneth Galbraith, Al Low-
enstein, Richard Goodwin, and Paul O!'Dwyer marched holding candles and
singing, "We Shall Overcome"., They were one with the youth, one in
protest over the goings-on of the convention. They told the demon-
strators not to give up but to continue working for freedom and justice.
The forces of freshness and change that rose up so nobly only to be de=-
feated by the nominations of Richard Nixon and Hubert Humphrey, those
are the forces that will win in the next four years and a youthful
spirit will prevail in America, The political process is so bankrupt
that Miami and especially Chicago were in the grips of a police-state
mentality, where thousands of troops had to protect the conventions
from the people whom they supposedly represented. There were signs of
life and vitality in Chicago, as when New York and California gave the
great majority of their votes to the McCarthy-McGovern peace plank on
Vietnam, and when Wisconsin nominated Julian Bond of Georgia for Vice=
President; but the Democrats like the Republicans two weeks ago, failed
to open their eyes and ears to the future and gave the American people
the second of two remarkably uninspiring choices,

August 31: Talk about alienated youth-I'm mighty alienated by
what happened in Chicago this past week, by the police-state tactics,
by a convention obviously manipulated by a few old-line bosses, by the
blatant disregard of the wishes of the people. In the Pennsylvania
delegation, McCarthy had only 20 of 162 votes after getting over g half
million votes in the primary. And a number of young people tried to
put to use the democracy they learned about in school and had their
heads beaten in.

It occurs to me that the greatest repression in a society comes
when gomeone makes an effective protest that points out clearly to
people the hypocrisy and inconsistencies within their society. This
has happened in the arrests of draft protestors and civil rights mili-
tants who pointed out to comfortable people the notion that the society
is neither free nor equal. When the most cherished ideals of a nation
are questioned, people attempt to repress the dissenters, thereby re-
pressing the questioning process so that they will not have to face it.
What it amounts to, basically, i1s a defense of the status quo. There=
fore, in order to create revolutionary forces for social change, a
method must be found which will demonstrate to satisfied people the
truth of their situation - i.e., that they are living under repression
not as obvious, but just as serious, as that of the more obvious vic-
timse. This is what the students in many colleges and universities were
trying to do when they staged demonstrations against Dow Chemical Com-
pany. They wanted to point out that those who make napalm and refuse
to think sbout burned Vietnamese children are entirely analogous to the
German manufacturers of gas ovens in the 1930's and L4O's., This repres=-
sion of a sense of responsibility for one's actions is a great danger
in a mass society in which we can plead that outside forces are beyond

our control ] .
* - Rich Christensen
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GRIPE!

It seems that the only time I turn to my trusty typewriter to
write for "The Seminarian" is to attack the faculty or its decisions,
With this past history vividly before me, once more I turn to attack
my traditional foe., In a way this is ironic because I am basing my at-
tack on "Tradition" which I have never really held in awe but always
questioned, "Tradition" teaches us that there must be both Word and
Sacrament in the celebration of the Lord's Supper. My question about
the opening communion service is "Was the Word given its rightful place
in the service?"

You will notice that I did not charge that the Word was missing.

I can hear the defense of the communion service refuting such an erro~
neous charge by properly arguing that the Word was present in Scripture
and liturgy. You can boil my question down to one concerning the lack
of a sermon in the service., Let us turn our attention to the "Convoca-
tion Address.”

Was it related to the Scripture passage? DNo, but, then, Dr, Moss
clearly stated that it wouldn't be, Why was it delivered from the pul-
pit, which 13 the "traditional" podium used by preachers of the Word?
The answer to this is similarly simple: Dr. Moss would have had to use
the lecturn or some improvised podium, and that would have been akward,
Besides that, the pulpit has been used many times for lectures before
the Hafer Center was available., What about the content of the address?
It sounded vaguely familiar to me; in fact, I seem to remember hearing
a similar address at last year's opening communion service at which
time the information which was included was new and exciting to me.

I do not wish that you should misunderstand what I am sayinge. I
firmly believe that Dr. Moss has the right to address the student body
on any subject which he feels compelled to get off his mind, but must
that be done in a communion service? If this were intended to bring us
together in unity to celebrate, then I am all for it. However, the ad-
dress did not appear to be an exhortation to unity. Let me state my
position clearly., An address of the type Dr, Moss delivered at the
opening communion service has its place, but that place is definitely
not in a communion service. I go to a celebration of the Lord's Supper
to witness the proclamation of the Word, to hear the Word expounded,
and to partake in the re-presentation of the Lord's Supper. An address
on the future possibilities for theological education does not belong
in this context.

As I see it, there are two options., BEither we have a convocation
with an address, or we have a communion service with a sermon. There
is enough of a traditionalist in me to insist, and I insist on the
basis of the education I have received here at LTS, on having a sermon
with the celebration of the Lord's Supper,

ADDENDUM: The whole opening communion service gave me the feeling
of being a bit disorganized and chaotic. As Juniors, we are advised to
walk through every service before conducting it or participating in it.
The same advice might be pertinent here. Question: If we are going to
walk around the table, why couldn't we try to have a continous table
instead of the "Platoon System"(my own term) ?

' That!s enough of my griping for nowl
-Jack E., Belsom
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YES, YOU ARE THE CAUSE - AND I

The world's a painful place
Though many decry soeiety

Others blame gond God

The reason lies with you my fried

Yes, you are the cause - and I.

The ways of men un&nﬂwn to them

Obscure the vision's view

Fithout spite, though contrite, czach the othzr blames
The reason lies with you my friend

Yes, you are the cause - and I.

Living but a tick of timelessness
We blame what came before

The future lies unsure

The reason lies with you my friend
Yes, you are the cause - and I.

We may not see the lion and the lamb
5itting side by side

ut God won't do this all «lone

The reason lies with you my friend
Yes, you are the cause - and I.

-~ Ira Schwartz

THE CHASM OF COMMUNICATION

It's but a small line, or perhaps a dot -
Maybe a sound, or even ¢ tiny raindrop,

That expands into Z@nguzsttcu, where symbols
are misread.

Rivers overflowing with depth

As well as their over-head,

Echo musical vibrations, bouncing from
sphere to endless array

Comes the widening of translation,

With its phenomenon of human interplay.

Time and space and agelessness -
Grow with each cycle of unrest,
Created within the breast.

Gulfs ﬂf mainatream articulation -
Show signs of strain and weariness,
Unitl all efforts of understanding -
Cease their toiling for more regress.
The chasm o comminication -

Becomes words of human thought,

Lost unto oblivion forever,

With the deeds of man's hand unwrought.

- Norwood MceTeotle
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COME T0O WORSHIP

My heart leaps up when I behold
Pews filled with girls cnd gentry;
Controrivise, my Dlood runs cold
When choir stalle are empty -

The roster lists each name quite clear
Printed with three others;

And 1f by chance you can’t be there
Then send one of your brothers.

Enjoy this little verse I wrote
Its message is quite simple

Just do your duty - and don't gloat
And sing away each wrinkle.

- David Siegfried

SPLRITUAL LITE

The committee on Spiritual Life has been busy.
We hope that it has not just been "busy work".

Most of the responsibilities of the committe=
are house keeping duties, and so we have been busy
checking schedules and cleaning things. And speaking
of cleaning things, it was good to see the appoint-
ments polished and shining upon getting back from
seminar abroad. The Committee extends a special
thank yvou to Mrs. Hafer for carrying out this task.

The Committee welcomes new members at all times.
Please contact any one of the Committee if you so
desire to become a part of it.

The spiritual life of this community exists
upon many avenues of (sometimes) individual ex-
pressions. When and if there is a felt need to
combine these expressions into a unified effort
(other than chapel services) please bring your
suggestions to this committee.

—~ David P. Sieocfried
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