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THE TASK FORCE FOR CLUSTERING 

On October 18 and 19 I attended the third meeting of the Task Force on 
clustering that was held at Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettysburg, Penns~· 
vania. The Task Force is one of three committees presently engaged in investigating 
specific facets of clustering in Philadelphia. Along with the Task Force is the 
Administrator'_, Committee composed of Seminary Presidents. This committee is 
examining some of the administrative problems and advantages of co-locating in 
West Philadelphia. The other committee which is presently being formed is 
constituted by the Dean of each seminary. This group will try to develop and 
administer some pilot projects in team-teaching that later may become part of the 
cluster's curriculum. 

The assignment of the Task Force is to construct a curriculum model which 
would be placed into operation if such a cluster were to come to fruition. The 
Task Force is composed of a professor from eacb seminary (Crozer, Lancaster, 
Philadelphia Divinity School, Mt. Airy, Gettysburg, and Moravian). The October 
meeting of the Task Force was very similar to the July meeting in that they both 
were concerned with gathering data about the present state of seminary education. 
During the July meetings outside resource people were called upon to give their 
opinions and impressions about the present preparation of ministerial candidates. 
For the most part these men were very critical of the lack of psychological and 
sociological sensitivity on the part of most seminary graduates. They voiced 
displeasure over the ignorance of social dynamics which the majority of seminary 
graduates display. (The digest from these meetings are available upon request). 
At the October meeting the Task Force attempted to elicit similar responses from 
internal resource people (alumni and students). 

At the Friday sessions the co1mnittee gave its attention to student opinions. 
The general impression expressed by the students was that seminary education 
as it now functions does not prepare the student for any type of ministry. The 
majority of the students seemed to feel the present acaiemic preparation was quite 
good, but they conteP': ~d that a balance must be struck with the personal and 
sociological dimensions of ministering which is lacking in the present educational 
situation. However, the student from Crozer seemed to feel that his seminary 
was moving toward a balance in this area. Some of the faculty members of the 
Task Force were not very receptive to Jthis charge. 

On Saturday the alumni representatives (two from each school) presented 
their impressions to the committee. For the most part, it might be concluded 
tha.t these rep-resentatives gave added support to the criticisms aired by the out­
s~.de resource persons and the students. 

At the November meeting the Task Force will examine and evaluate curriculum 
models which have been devised by its members (students included). From these 
models · .·. · . - · ,_" -.urces of the committee a curriculum model wil 
emerge. The part 'that the students will play in this entire process has not yet 
been defined. It can be stated at this time that the student representatives 
will be present at the November meeting. However, The Task Force has failed 
to define very clearly the role of the students. It must be stated that the 
majority of student representatives are very apprehensive of their part in the entire 
process. 

As the representative from this seminary I feel it only fitting to relate 
to the students some of my opinions concerning seminary education. I would hope 
that feedback will be forthcoming from other students. It is my opinion that the 
answer-man philosophy now present in seminary curricula must go. And, although, 
most seminarians and their professors will admit that the seminary can not function 
as an answer factory for the minister; I feel that the present structure of 
seminary curricula and the seminary as a whole is so designed to advance this 
philosophy. The thrust of seminary education should focus on producing creative 
people. If the church takes its mission in the world seriously we can say that 
every ministering situation will be unique and new, therefore, the seminary must 
produce persons who will respond to these chal~e.r~ges. And it seems clear to me 
that the ans\.'ers to all 0

• l;hese challenges are not always and completely a-.rnilable 
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j_n the textbook. The seminary must try to equip each person ;tlth creative mAthod­
ol<2_g)' for coping with all sorts of problems. 

lf we take seriously the advance in computer science and the rapid prolifer­
ation of published material, we must realize .that the data a student or minister 
needs will be at hand. However, the resources will be of no help if the minister 
cannot define the problem and develop a methodology for exploring and implimenting 
a solution. The minister must put his mind to creative use when faced with a 
problem. He can not constantly return to the womb (the seminary) and inquire of his 
professors what he should do. On the other hand, if the minister takes his call 
seriously, he can not dismiss the problem because he can find no easy solution. 
But the seminary must go beyond equipping the student with the ability to define 
the problem and a methodology for coping with it. Education should instill in 
the individual a reflective quality in order that the person may learn from his 
experience. It is my opinion that the present curric~lum does not begin to tap its 
potential for developing this type of person. 

Therefore, we must remove many of the partitions which the present seminary 
curriculum has erected. \rJe must call into question many of the subjective divisions 
made at the seminary. Can we make clear distinctions between theology, Bible, 
Church history, and Church life and work? Are there other methods for obtaining 
this knowledge? Some have said that the student comes to seminary with a structure 
implanted by sixteen years of education. They contend that the student would not 
be able to adapt a new mode of education. But, we must ask if the seminary has a 
right and obligation to reinforce a method of education which does not cultivate 
creative people. There is a life-style encompassed in the Christian ministry·. 
Tne problem now faced by the Task Force is to define and construct a method for 
instilling in people this life-style. 'I'he modern minister must be sensitive to 
the needs of his congregation. He must develop a feel for people and the problems 
and needs they encounter. Many of the alumni stated that it is not enough to know 
and preach the Gospel. They continued that some people will not receive the \·ford 
because they have other needs which prevent its reception. And therefore, it is 
necessary for the seminary to teach its students more than the ·word in its a.ge~old 
categories. 

One possible alternative to the present structure is an issue-oriented mode 
of study, That is, instead of giving the student a certain body of knowledge to 
learn, the student would select a topic or problem which he would explore. 
However, it should be noted, that in order for the student to explore the problem 
he would have to call upon knowledge from many fields both Christian and secular, 
With this approach the student would be forced to define the problem or topic. He 
would then have to develop a methodology for exploring it. And after the data is 
gathered he would reflect on the process with others. This approach would remove 
many of the false partitions which have been erected in education, It would force 
the student to integrate knowledge from many fields. And in many ways it would be 
more realistic (life-like) than the present debates concerning Christology which 
seem to be insulated from the daily life of the minister. It must be stated that 
this approach is not fully developed, It is only presented as an alternative. 

I am convinced if the seminary is going to strike a balance between the 
academic and personal development of the ministerial candidate, it can no longer 
tolerate the false partitions erected in this community. That is, to debate whether 
systematic or constructive theology should be the first course offered by the theoh 
ogy department does not begin to attack the problem. This fact was explicated in 
the student meetings held Friday night, Both Lancaster and Philadelphia Divinity 
School have open curricula, but neither seemed to be too very convinced of the 
possibilites this approach encompassed. If the Task Force is going to just tinker 
with the present cirriculum, it is my opinion that they should pool their resources 

-and buy some computers which will certainly be able to absorb the data which is 
presently demanded in the seminary. And of course, this would solve the problem of 
continuing education since computers can be updated very rapidly. If answers are the 
essence of seminary education, the church will have rigor mortis in a few more years. 

- Peter Go~::uts 



'I'HE STUDEN'r AS NIGGER 

Students are niggers. T1Jhen you get th'.3. t straight, our schools begin to make 
sense. It's more i.ri1portant, though, to understand why t}rny're niggers, If we 
follow that question seriously enough, it will lea.d us past the zone of academic 
bullshit, where dedicated teachers pass their knowledge on to a new generation, and 
into the nitty-gritty of human needs and hang-ups. And from there we can go on to 
consider whether it might ever be ·possible for students to come up from slavery. 

First, let's see what's happening now. Let's look at the role students play 
in what we call education. 

At Cal State LA-where I teach, the students have seperate and unequal dining 
facilities. If I take them into the faculty dining room, my colleagues get uncom­
fortable, as though there were a bad smell. If I eat in the student cafeteria, I 
become knovm as the educational equivalent of a niggerlover. In at least one build­
ing there are even restrooms which students may not use. At Cal State, also, there 
is an unwritten law, barring student-faculty-love-making. Fortunately this anti­
miscegenation law, ljJce its Southern counterpart, is not 100.t effective. 

Students at Cal State are politically disenfranchised. They are in an academic 
l,o1fmdes County. East of them can vote in natiomtl elections-which affect their 
e.cademic lives. T'n.e students are, it is true, allowed to have a toy goverrunent of 
their own, It is a governemnt run for the most part by Uncle Toms and concerned 
principally with trivia. The faculty and a,dministrators decide what courses will 
be offered; the students get to choose their 01il11 Homecoming Queen, Occasionally, 
when student leaders get uppity and rebellious, they're either ignored, put off with 
trivial concessions, or maneuvered expertly out of position, 

A student at Cal State is eJ-..7ected to know his place. He calls a faculty mem­
ber "sir" or "Doctor" or "Professor" and he smiles and shuffles some as he stands 
outside the professor's office waiting for permission to enter, The faculty tell 
hira what courses to take (in my department, English, even electives have to be 
approved by a faculty member); they tell him what to read, what to write, and fre­
quently, where to set the margins on his t;ypewri tm~. They tell him what's true and 
what isn't. Some teachers insist that they encourage dissent but they're almost 
always jiving and every student knows it, Tell the man what he wants to hear or 
he'll fail your ass out of the course. 

\"clhen a teacher StlYS-, jump" students jump. I know one pro:Ct::o<><,...,.. who re£usod to 
take up class time for ey.ams and required students to show l-'-P for test::; o.. t 6: 30 in 
the morning, And they did, by God! AnoLhc"', .,+_ eY_,q.m tir11e, provides answc:"!" r"~.L'-1-·:i 
t~ be filled cut-each one enclosed in a paper bag with a. hole cut in the top to 
see through. Students stick their writing hands in the bags while taking the test. 
He does it to prevent cheating. Another colleague once caught a student reading 
during one of his lectures an.cl thi·e1r1 her .book against the wall. Still another 
le:: tt:.res his students into stupor and then scre~;ms at them in a rage when they 
f<:!..1 ::sleep. 

Just last ·week, during the first meeting of a class, one girl got up to leave 
after about ten minutes had gone by. The teacher rushed over, grabbed her 'oy the 
arm, saying, "'D.1is class is NOT dismissed!" and led her back to her seat. On the 
same day another teacher began by informing his class that he does not like beards, 
mustaches, long hair on boys or capri pants on girls, ~md will not tolerate any 
of that in his class. The class, incidentally, consisted mostly of high school 
teachers. 

Even more discouraging -t:han this Auschwitz approa:jh to duca tion is the fact 
that the students take it. They haven't gone through 12 years of public school for 
nothing. They've learned one thi.'1g during those 12 years. They've forgotten their 
algebra. They're hopelessly vague about chemistry and physics. They've grown to 
fear e.nd resent literature. They write like they've been lobotomized. But, Jesusp 
G;:.:; they follow orders! 

Students don't ask that orders make sense, 'I'hey ga.ve up expecting things to 
make sense long before they left elementary school. 'l'hings are true because the 
teacher s~ys they're true. At a very early age we all learn to accept "two truths," 
as did certain medieval churclunen, Ou.tside of class, things are true to your tongue, 
your f'ingers~ your stomach, your heart. Inside class, things are true by reason of 



5 
STUDENTS: 

authority, And that's just fine because you don't care anyway, Miss Wiedemier 
tells you a noun is a person, place or thing, So let it be, You don't give a rat's 
ass; she doesn't give a rat's ass. 

The important thing is to please her, Back in kindergarten, you find out 
teachers only love children who stand in nice straight lines. And that's where 
it's been ever since. 

What school amounts to, then, for white and black kids alike, is a 12yr course 
in how to be slaves. What else could explain what I see in a freshman class? 
They've got that slave mentality: obliging and ingratiating on the surface but 
hostile and resistant underneath, 

As do black slaves, students vary in their awareness of what's going on. Some 
recognize their own put-on for what it is and even let .. their rebellion break 
through to the surface now and then, Others-including most of the "Good students" 
._;.have been more deeply brain-washed. They're pathetically eager to be pushed 
around. They swallow the bullshit with greedy mouths. They're like those old 
grey-headed house niggers you can still find in the South who don't see what all the 
fuss.is about because Mr, Charlie "treats us real good," 

College entrance requirements tend to favor the Toms and screen out the rebels, 
Not entirely, of course, Some students at Cal State are expert con artists who 
know perfectly well what's happening. They want the degree or the 2-S and spend 
their y·ears on the old plantation alternately laughing and cursing as they play the 
game, If their egos are stror:g enough, they cheat a lot. And, of course, even 
the Toms are angry down deep somewhere, But it comes out in passive rather than 
a.ctj:vo ~e::res~=drm. Tirny'ro unexpJ . .iinably thick witted and subject to frequent spells 
of laxness. They spend their nights .mecha.nically outlining history chapters while 
meticulously failing to comprehend a word of what's in front of them. 

The saddest cases among both black slaves and student slaves are the ones who 
have so thoroughly introjected their masters' values that their anger is all 
turned inward. At Cal State these are the kinds for whom every low grade is a 
torture, who stammer and shake when they speak to a professor, who go through an 
emotional crisis every time they're called upon during class, You can recognize 
them easily at -fin~.ls time, Their faces are festooned with fresh pimples; their 
bowels boil audibly across the room, If there is a Last Judgement, the parents and 
teachers who created these wrecks are going to burn in Hell. 

So students are niggers. It's time to find out why, and to do this we have to 
take a long look at J'.fr, Ch~rlie. 

The teachers I know best are college professors, Outside the classroom and 
taken as a group, their most striking characteristic is timidity. They're short 
on balls. 

Just look at their working conditions. At.a time when even migrant workers 
have begun to fight and win, college professors are still afraid to make more than 
a token effort to improve on their pitiful economic status. In California state 
colleges the faculties are screwed regularly and vigorously by the Governor and 
Legislature and yet thay still don't offer any solid resistance. They lie on their 
stomachs with their pants dmm, mumbling catch phrases like "professional dignity" 
and "meaningful dialogue," 

Professors were no lliifferent when I was an undergraduate at UCLA during the 
1icC8.rthy era; it was like a cattle stampede as they rushed to cop out, And in more 
recent years, I found that my being arrested in sit-ins brought from my· colleagues 
not so much approval or condenmation as open-mouthed astonishment, "You could lose 
your jobi" 

:Now, of course, there's the Vietnamese war, It gets some opposition from a 
few teachers. Some support it, Dut a vs.st numt>er of professors who know pe1~fectly 
well what's happening, are copping out again. (r.d in the high schools, you can 
forget it, Stillness reigns, 

I'm not sure why teachers are so chickenshit, It could be that academic 
trainin~; itself forces a split between thought and action. It might also be that 
the tenured security of a teaching job attracts timid persons and, furthermore, 
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that teachinc:, lilrn pulicG vrnrk rullu in perfJonc who ;j,re ID1s1,,rre of 
thensolves and need vvoapons und tho other c~xtornul tr:ippincs of 
uuthority. 

A it any ru te tec:.,choru 2ro Dhort on b<J,llc. lli""ld as Judy Eisen­
E1teirr h2s eloquently pointeFOut 9 the cl2ssroow o±'fc1rs: £111. o.rtificio,1 
rn1d protoctod onvironnent. iE which thoy cmi excercise their will 
to power. Your nc3i2;11bors r.:.ny drive u better cCLrj cas sto,tion_ 
attendo.nts DO,Y intinido,te you; yo-ur wife IJ.Lly d0Dirn1t.o you; the 
stute lo::;islature nay shit on you; but in the classrooTI 1 by God, 
students do what you s::iy - or eloe. The ::;rade ion 1 t CL cop's Glll, 
but in the end it'r3 more powerful. At your personal whiD - any 
tine you choose - you can keep 35 students up for nic;hts o,nd have 
the pleasure of seeinc; them walk into the clo,crnroori pa.sty-faced 
m1d red-eyed cnrryinc- 0, sheaf of typewritten pa{~es, Yvi th title P03'e 
ML.A footnoteo and rn:::tr3·in8: set Clt 91 o.nd 15. 

The ceneral tinidi ty which cCLused, toachers to r.:.mke ni5~;ers 
of their students ucu0,lly includes o, Dore spoc.ific fe0,r - fe0,r of 
tho r._::;tuden ts thenselves. After all, students are different.? ji...rnt 
like black people. You stcmd exposed in front of then, knovvinc-
that their interests, their v0,lues :oay suspect. tho.:t you yourself 
are not the r:.1ost: eneacinc of persons. Whc1t therr cane protect:, you 
from their ridicule ans scorn? Respect for authority. Th<:rt..',s vvhat. 
It's the policenmi' s GUll· CJ.{)1ill. The white bwcma 's pi th helmet. 
So you flaru1t that authority. You wither whisporc with CL murdoroi.:p 
glance. You crush objectors with erudition c:md heavy irony. And 1 

wors~ of all, you, nako your own attaim:1ents se0r:.1 not accessible 
but 0,wesonely renote. You conceo,l you.r .nassive ic,nora...nce - and 
parade a slender learnine. 

You nic;ht Qlso want to keep in nind that ho was o, nigc;er once 
himself c::u1.d ha.s nevor reC1lly c;-otton over it.,. A.rid there 2re r.10re 
causes, some of which. are better described in socioloc;ical tho.n 
psycholoc;ical terns. Work thon out, it',s not ho,rd. But in the 
mean tine what we've cot in our hands is a whole lot of ni8·c:ers. 
And who,t l:lQkOS this }Jarticulc1rly crin is thD,t the student h0,s less. 
chance thm1 the blcwl~ :c.1an: of Gettinc out, of his bac;. Because 
the student doesn't even knovv he's in it. That, nore or less

1 
is what's happenine; in hicher educ2tion:... .And the results are 
s t~1c;{~erinc. 

JTor ono thine, drnr.i.n little education_ takes pluce in tho schools 
How could it? You can't od11cato .slaves; you can only tn:du them. 
Or, to uso cm evon u0lier v7ord 9 you c::::m only pro0ro,n them. 
If you're a black rebel they cun't exile you; tbey either have to 
intimidate you or kill you. But :in hi.gh achool or collogo, they can 
just bounce you out of tho fold. And they do. Robel students 0,nd 
renoc:0,de ~acul ty nenbo.r::::; c:et c:nothered or shot dov.m with devastatinc; 
accuro,cy, In high school, it's usually the student vvho eets it~ in 
co llego it's i:10ro oft on the teacher. Others c;-et tired of fiGhtinc; 
and voluntarily leave the systoL1. This new be 0, Llistake thouc,'h. 
Droppinc out of collo~o for a rebel is a little like c;oinc; North 
for a Nec;roe. You nic;ht as v-vell ~::;t:.,"ly and r;:.;,ise hell because you 
ccm 't get mmy from it. 

How do you rctise hell? Thc:.ct 's 0, whole other o,rticlo. But just 
for 0, starit, why not stCLy with tho ::::malogy? Wh0,t have black people 
done? Thoy hGvG first of c::tll~ f3ced tho fr:wt of their slavery. 
They've stopped kiddiJ.1.[; themselves CLbout cm eventual revmrd in tha-t 
Groo.t Watornolon:P1:::1tch in the .Sky. They've orcsanized; they've 
decided to c:s-et froedo:o now, and they've started takine it. 

~JtudentD, liko black poop lo 1 lmvu ir;Jr1onse i...musod povrnr. 
Thoy could theoretically insiot. on pClrticipating in their own 
education. Thoy could r.:.mko acudonic f'rocdorJ. bilateral. Thoy could 
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tench thoir t<:.:.:achors to thrive on love ::.md ad.nira,tion rather th::.u1. 
fee,r nnd respect? and to lcty down their woapon3. Students could 
loarru to d0,nce by dancing on the IBI'/I carc1o. They could nuke 
coloring buc.1kc out of the catc:_~loc;e, :.::md they could put the cr0,ding 
syoten in a r.mceuri. Thoy could r::_i,ze ono c;et. of walls ond let 
lifo coIJ.e blowinc; into tho cln,ssroorJ.. They could r::.1ze another ,c3et 
of vmlls and let educntion flew out cmd flood the otreets. They 
could turn the claosroora into vrhero it' o aii - a 11 field of action" 
as Peter Marin. doocribos it. And, believe it or not, they could 
study ecic;erly end lec:.~rn prodi(Siously for tho boot of all possible 
reasons - their ov-m reasons. 

They could. Theoretically" Thoy huve the power. But only ir1 
a very few plucoc, like Borkeloy 1 have they oven begun to think 
aboutucin["it. G. ldF b (R . td~· UCLAD·1 B.) " - era, ar er .L \:;;prin e Irom cn_;y ruin 
(CourteGy of~ JiLJ. Littrell and Van Igou, who think tho.,t whilo there 
are sane thin.cs in tl'io. arti clo. __ ;that do not apJ?lY to Philadelphiu 
Divinity School thore c.Lre nuny thincss th:::Lt do o) 

Editorial note~ We of couroe wish to ct:.ite that the above a,rtj~cle 
in no wrxy reflects the si tuntion hero at our li ttlo educationQl 
isle of folicity, evon LTS, but we, novurtholeso, aro indebted 
to Iv'fr. Littrell for :c;hc:~rine; thi::.> nrticlo vvi th us in order that we 
nay ever show our gratitude for the (!;oodliness of our condition. 
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ON C01VID:JUIHTY 

Anyone who lms oven u passinc· .'.lcg_uci.intcmce with ne kn.ows that. 
I am })rone to rioriodic outburots on sundry topics fron libro,ries 
with banker's hours to servicos of Hord and Sucro,nent vvi thout 
The Word, to · Gerr:iOJ1i thoolo5ians who wri tB nany-·volu1ue noveleitt.es. 
Once in a while the waters of YJY deep gush forth to produce the 
custonary rmssine; dan1)ness. This is one of tho:Je times and the c 

object DY deluge is the incesso.nt) palaver about. "comrnni ty" und its 
lack betweorr studentsi staff, arrd fo,cult;y"". (o,nd u.11 co:obinations 
thereof). As o, natter of fact., I joined in such pious prn1.0.che a 
nunber of tines, caue:ht up in the spirit as I wus, without, really 
lrn.owing what it vms I was cryinc; for! The staff entonbs thenselves 
in carpeted, o,ir-condi tioned offices. · The faculty lift ther.Jselves 
into ivory towers. Student: cliq_ues forrc1 in ~;tairwells, on Pine 
Street, and in Richo,rd' s Hall, The rneubers of the classes don't 
mix, they sto,y to thouselves. Oh boy! And, in u beautiful piece oi' 
corrde:rnrnitory theoloeizing, I beno::u1ed the fuciL tho:t not even 
Comm.union Services were o.ble to dravr the peo1-:>lo toeother in one 
place nt one t:;!)ne. Ao you IJD.y huve cmticipo.tecl, I h2ve chm1cs·ed ny 
mind. about 11 corn:;:mni ty. lt I 'vo had sOLlG experiences of it. 

First off, these ex:periences hs.ve :Jhown rJ.o that I hadn 'iL 
tho slic;11tost. idea of whD.t ilcon-::.m"lmi ty11 is (v-vl'1ich isn •t so bad 
since it puts no in the conpany of r,ioi3t socioloeist:.s). Is it:. 
the happy e;roup vvi th sill line faces, filled with the vdne of nutual 
emjoynent, dancinc aroun,d the no.ypole of frenzied fellowship -
a later d0,y Baccanalia? No! It's livinc together, going o,bouiL 
our individual busine,sses, o.nd o.cknowlcine the other per,solill without 
tho neceosi ty for periodic h0,ndcl0,sping and criei:::-; of 11 1 love you." 
It's vvhat ho.pyJons when grou1is of pec>:plo fron different cul turos 
aro thrown togothor to live work cmc1 c;ot to know each other. It. 1 s 
~on<ttthinc; which ha1)pens o..nd, unfortunutely, it can't be plum1.ed 
in advance. It vmsn 't surprising tho. i1 of ull the opportun.i tios 
afforded by the Soninar Abroad., tho opportunity to live toc;ether 
with the Dutch was considered the Elost inportant,. IVIore 11 cor:n'-1Ulli ty 11 

developed th3.11,_ could have been wi,shed, for in ac1vo.nce. And the 
SUTlG WUS true .for inL;:r:u.-Aueric.'.lll relci,tions. None of us will be 
the same for tho coIJLILL11-i ty we experienced.. (How m:my; studento 
reLilly knew that Dr. and lVfrs. Steinnetz vrnre wonc1erfully warn and 
hUIUaNl?) Thie connuni ty was experienced; it defies verbal descrip"'.-: 
tion. It happened. That 1 s about all one ccm sGy about i ij,. I dare 
o.nyone to plDJT such an outcowe. 

Is cor::munity dependent upon Ullifor:nityj of interests, c;oals 9 

occupations, etc? Hardly. Consider each student, each staff 
uer.1bor 9 co.ch faculty newber (this is not an hier0,rchi0,l ro.nkinc;). 
Each one is different intellectually; 9 physicc~lly;, r:1oro.lly ( vvi thin 
limits of couroe). Can we expect all those walking variables to 
ro,lly round the sGne flag, to share a conplete set, of interests 
and goals, to hook aru-in-arra ::ind 1:io.rch upsto.5e arJ j_f in an 
Irving Berlin rmsical, just because vrn think it's the right thine 
to do? No! 11 Cormi.mi ty" io experienced wherr students 9 staff, 3.nd 
faculty rospond with synpo. thy,, ofi~or thoir help, o,nd just si iL by 
when tra3,edy strikos; vvhem people whose nanes you don't even lrn_ow 
come to you o,nd off er their condolences_, ;J,n_d theJJL go mvay, no.:r:.rnless 
but not forc:;otterr;_. Tho.§' s comm;u1i ty. Don't. 0,sk Be to draw o, word 
picture of that. 

JAs the tide recedes, lot ne suy th:.:~t tho nextv tiwG you feel 
the need to retise 0, fuss o.bout. the lack of connru1i ty on conpus, I 
would urcse you to consider wh0,t it ifJ you •re askine; for - define 
it if you will. Thon 5 whilo you're puddline; your way through pious 
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COI\0mNITY ~ 
clicho,r.:.: ~ bo~·,tinc your bre.:~st in riL"ht•)uUo ,_-m~~or, ,_.nd clevL:Jinc all 
r.Jortu cf in~onicuc ~;_;l,mc for h.cppuni:_1 JJ, I 1 11 be '·1:_:,c1 tc C('i~10 by :::mc1 
inforn Yi.:-'U th.=~t t~10ro iu Ct.JLlnm1ity ci:_ C<.cDlJU>J. It h~.clJ)0n;.:.:. I h.:.'cVD 
C]qJorioncod it in ti~~·-;.:;c of lL:.ppin.or.:.:o :J.nc1 tiEc:J uf ::>CJ.dI1ouo. 

- Vin.co Eohulnan 

PRAYER 

It 's hard to be humb l.e, deaP Lord 
I mean tFu Zy humble. 
Oh, su.re I could bow the knee ancl say the prayer that I think of myself 

as a worm, just Zike Job did, sure I could. 
But it iuou Zdn 't be sincere, and that 1 s the bad part. 
I'd p2•obably be proud of my humility. 
I don 't knozu what to do, dear God. 
I'm proud of myself and aU the things 1 do. 
Sure, I'm grateful to you that I can do them, but that doesn't help to 

mend my pride~ does it? 
~vhat can I do? 
Science has torn doum my image of you so much that it's hard .for me to 

be in tru.e ten'or-stricken awe Zike the Semites of old. 
So there I am, Gcd. 
I can 't be humb fo, and I 'm proud of my pride. 
I don't know uJhat to do about it. 
Eelp me, dea.r God. 

It just occured to me, Lord. 
Maybe you vJant me to be proud. 
Proud that I'm a human being3 

Proud to be alive, 
Proud that I cc.n do aU the t711:ngs that man can do 3 

U7w paint, 
ar.d philosophize~ 
and uJri te laws, 
and wage uJar _, 
and make machines that take over for him. 

Jlm I vroud of that? 
MaybeL that's. ?:Jhe1°e I rrrrAst turn for humility now, not directly -lo yov._, 

but to the uJorld around me ttJln:ch shows the poucr of man, 
Ancl then I can l"eaUze how great man is and be- proud. 
And realizing that helps me to be humble, 7-Jpcause I knouJ that yuu . , 

are so much greate.Y' than au this. 
I'm not really sureJ Lord. 
It 's confus,ing. 
Maybe I have to be pt•uucl br:;forie I can be humble. 
But I don't know yet, 
So I'U k:eep tryi.ng. 

- Glen B. Moye.1• 
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JOHN DIE'I'ERLY 

We have all been awakened upon 
occasion by the unnerving groan of that 
dreadful green monster which devours 
grass and leaves around the seminary. 
wnen we discove:r that the monster is 
totally vegetarian and is held in check 
by its master, our fears for children, 
dogs, cats, and pet squirrels are dis­
solved. The dreadful green monster's 
master is John Dieterly, a senior at 
LTS. 

John learned his skill for training 
the mechanical agrarian bE.B.St3 at Penn 
State University, where he was a rraj or 
j_n Agricultural Engineering. John's 
interest in agriculture was formed 
quite young, since he was born on a 

farm near Springtown, in Pleasant Valley, Pennsylvania. There he was responsible 
for farm mar:&.gement even before he entered college. His interest in agrj cultural 
engineering was prior to any interest he had in the professional ministry of the 
Church. 

John has seriously been considering directing his ministry to some area of 
foreign agricultural work as an alternative to the parish ministry. However, it 
should be understood that hs has as yet not made any decisions in either direction. 
While listening to an address about the various instrumentalities and corporations 
of the United Chruch of Christ deliviered by Dr. Reginald Helfrich last year, John 
inquired about the possibilities of overseas mission work which would give him an 
opportunity to incorporate his agricultural science with his Christian ministry. 

An· opportunity presented its elf for John to 11 take a look," as he puts it, at 
some of the work of the United Church Board for World Ministries as it is found in 
South America. The opportunity came by way of an invitation for John to participate 
in the Heifer Project Incorporated, in which he will chaperone a shipment of heifers 
as a "cowboy" to Quito, Eq_uador; Priority was given.to John by the H.P. Inc. 
board to participate in this trip because of his interest in foreign mission work. 
Re related to us that he would make his decision to enter this area of work on 
the b2.sis of what he observes on the trip. Miriam Dieterly, John's wife, will 
accompany him after he reaches Quito, where they will observe the program of the 
Heifer Project and spend ten days cibser-ving the ~JCBWM, especially the work of the 
United f1ndean Mission. 'l'he exact date of John's departure is as yet indefinite. 
(We do not know if this depenus upon the decision of the church or the cows.) 
However, John anticipates he will leave sometime during the first week of December. 
The Dieterlys also plan to stop over in Honduras and Mexico on their return trip. 

Perhaps, by Christ:r.cas, we can claim the acquaintance. of an agricultural 
missionary engineer to-be. 

- Larry Buss 
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Dre course:::: in ~~uiclc:ncc Eor the:: Gh:cisticn home. :Iiclco racmtioncd e:loo 
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':!..11c7 c:::rc vibrt:mt r:;nci. a .livcl:.1 :.Ccm::.ly. '":'Lc::1 e:njoJ 
te;lk . n(]. vie it i:rl th. 
convcrc::; ·cion c:ncl 

f2llm1c].·1ip ·uith otl-~cr ctudcntc <.md tl1c:1 2ce:l thc:t the~- do not ~lDv(:; o 
t:ccmcndouc cliZ:'.:icu.lty comr:.mnicc~t:L:i:::; i:lith othcro encl ;:1e:lcomc the 
opportunity to Jo co. :.:tlc~co tells ue: tlwt lie hc:c t".J~:ny .::;li0.c:..: :ei~om 
JDpcn Dnc.1. -:101:!.lcl enjoy clw·..-inc; then to .. ~n;7onc in:ccrc;::·l:c:el. 

- E:.~ncct D:lc:Ccndcr:Cc::r 

4: :. : .. ::: =·:. ~·:::: ~ = 

-- ;~-_: ::•- - ··::::•:: 
(/' © "'f Rot0~Ns 13:/-3 

~i>>>''> 
~ ... 

- ",,,. 
- 0 

./-
cPO, ~u-

_, -0 -s.,.. -9......., ~ ov 

,_ 9u 
-9 /-s-~, 0 /" 

~ 
cY v;,-

0 
c'< .. 

. 0 

-i--... -
-..:.0 ~.o 

-P_...-c ""..,__o 
A 
~a.,_ ~-

~-

J'S' 

-:I--'° 
<o ,,_f,..-9 <:::-

_,_, 6: -?,... 0 ,.., 

('· /' -<'.+- 1';.. 
>- '°< ~"'. /" 

~ 
(< 

IJ' ?: J 

~ <5' 

<,> 
~-? 

~ <";:,., 

<?"<'". ~ ~~f 
<r~o 

C" --Po ~-t- 0 -x- 1~ 
o.. 0 _,., --.:> r:"'" 

0 ,..£-. "°u- 'y~ 0 ... ·LJ ~ ~ _..o <.- 'r,o ~ -1--A "[:,. ·-Jr ('~ ·r, ~ "'o ~_,.. ,.., _,. ~ 
,.y "'"' ' 

v ..,__ r"-'<' "'..;'- • ? "'-' ~ ,. ~ 
~ 'l-$> '° ~ 0:-r o~ << ~""'< o"v 'o ·~ li:, 

Ct,. ... ,,, 
t <" 

~ 

r. 
·-Y'c;_, 

":'> 0 ~-. = """ ..... ~J 
V'~ / 0 ,)-:; '? 

"«.- "'7-y ~o -v-i.-1';.,... <> _,_ 
c;· '-.;... 

Qu 

SA ~ (') r 
~ " 

,,'--
-s> 

/'Ir 
~ Y.,, 

,. 0 0-.J 



114 

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON AUGUST IN AMERICA 

August 28: I listened to the platform fight over the Vietnam 
plank; Tydings, Sorensen, Gov. Hoff of Vermont, and \!>Jayne Morse, among 
others, spoke for the more radical peace plank. There was a bitter 
fight and boos filled the auditorium, and the minority plank lost by 
about a 3 to 2 margin •••• Humphrey was picked as the nominee of the Dem·,, 
ocratic party, 1760 votes to only 601 for McCarthy. Democracy, hell. 
Neither party has any idea of what the great mass of people want, and 
now there are two very uninspiring candidates who fail to throw any 
sparks into me and my generation. I've met so many young kids this 
summer who are completely disenchanted with the whole system. 

August 29: After the Vice-Presidential nomination was over, a 
group of delegates to the convention went out to join the youth demon­
strators on Michigan Avenue. Men like John Kenneth Galbraith, Al Low­
enstein, Richard Goodwin, and Paul O'Dwyer marched holding candles and 
singing, "We Shall Overcome". They were one with the youth, one in 
protest over the goings-on of the convention. They told the demon­
strators not to give up but to continue working for freedom and justicae 
The forces of freshness and change that rose up so nobly only to be de­
feated by the nominations of Richard Nixon and Hubert Humphrey, those 
are the forces that will win in the next four years and a youthful 
spirit will prevail in America. The political process is so bankrupt 
that Miami and especially Chicago were in the grips of a police-state 
mentality, where thousands of troops had to protect the conventions 
from the people whom they supposedly represented. There were signs of 
life and vitality in Chicago, as when New York and California gave the 
great majority of their votes to the McCarthy-McGovern peace plank on 
Vietnam, and when Wisconsin nominated Julian Bond of Georgia for Vice­
President; but the Democrats like the Republicans two weeks ago, failed 
to open their eyes and ears to the future and gave the .American people 
the second of two remarkably uninspiring choices. 

August 31: Talk about alienated youth-I'm mighty alienated by 
what happened in Chicago this past week, by the police-state tactics, 
by a convention obviously manipulated by a few old-line bosses, by the 
blatant disregard of the wishes of the people. In the Pennsylvania 
delegation, McCarthy had only 20 of 162 votes after getting over 8. half 
million votes in the primary. And a number of young people tried ~o 
put to use the democracy they learned about in school and had their 
heads beaten in. 

It occurs to me that the greatest repression in a society comes 
when someone makes an effective protest that points out clearly to 
people the hypocrisy and inconsistencies within their society. This 
has happened in the arrests of draft protestors and civil rights mili­
tants who pointed out to comfortable people the notion that the society 
is neither free nor equal. When the most cherished ideals of a nation 
are questioned, people attempt to repress the dissenters, thereby re­
pressing the questioning process so that they will not have to face it. 
What it amounts to, basically, is a defense of the status quo. There­
fore, in order to create revolutionary forces for social change, a 
method must be found which will demonstrate to satisfied people the 
truth of their situation - i.e., that they are living under repression 
not as obvious, but just as serious, as that of the more obvious vic­
tims. This is what the students in many colleges and universities were 
trying to do when they staged demonstrations against Dow Chemical Com­
pany. They wanted to point out that those who make napalm and refuse 
to think about burned Vietnamese children are entirely analogous to the 
German manufacturers of gas ovens in the 1930's and 401s. This repres­
sion of a sense of responsibility for one's actions is a great danger 
in a mass society in which we can plead that outside forces are beyond 
our control. 

- Rich Christensen 



1 _5 

GRIPE1 

It seems that the only time I turn to my trusty typewriter to 
write for "The Seminarian" is to attack the faculty or its decisions. 
With this past history vividly before me, once more I turn to attack 
my traditional foe. In a way this is ironic because I am basing my at­
tack on "Tradition" which I have never really held in awe but always 
questioned. "Tradition" teaches us that there must be both Word and 
Sacrament in the celebration of the Lord's Supper. My question about 
the opening communion service is "Was the Word given its rightful place 
in the service?" 

You will notice that I did not charge that the Word was missing. 
I can hear the defense of the communion service refuting such an erro­
neous charge by properly arguing that the Word was present in Scripture 
and liturgy. You can boil my question down to one concerning the lack 
of a sermon in the service. Let us turn our attention to the "Convoca­
tion Address." 

Was it related to the Scripture passage? No, but, then, Dr~ Moss 
c1early stated that it wouldn't be. Why was it delivered from the pul­
pit, which is the "traditional" podium used by preachers of the Word? 
The answer to this is similarly simple: Dr. Moss would have had to use 
the lecturn or some improvised podium, and that would have been akwardo 
Besides that, the pulpit has been used many times for lectures before 
the Hafer Center was available. What about the content of the address? 
It sounded vaguely familiar to me; in fact, I seem to remember hearing 
a similar address at last year's opening communion service at which 
time the information which was included was new and exciting to me. 

I do not wish that you should misunderstand what I am saying. I 
firmly believe that Dr. Moss has the right to address the student body 
on any subject which he feels compelled to get off his mind, but must 
that be done in a communion service? If this were intended to bring us 
together in unity to celebrate, then I am all for it. However, the ad­
dress did not appear to be an exhortation to unity. Let me state my 
position clearly. An address of the type Dr. Moss delivered at the 
opening communion service has its place, but that place is definitely 
not in a communion service. I go to a celebration of the Lord's Supper 
to witness the proclamation of the Word, to hear the Word expounded, 
and to partake in the re-presentation of the Lord's Supper. An address 
on the future possibilities for theological education does not belong 
in this context. 

As I see it, there are two options. Either we have a convocation 
with an address, or we have a communion service with a sermon. There 
is enough of a traditionalist in me to insist, and I insist on the 
basis of the education I have received here at LTS, on having a sermon 
with the celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

ADDENDUM: The whole opening communion service gave me the feeling 
of being a bit disorganized and chaotic. As Juniors, we are advised to 
walk through every service before conducting it or participating in it. 
The same advice might be pertinent here. Question: If we are going to 
walk around the table, why couldn't we try to have a continous table 
instead of the "Platoon System"(my own term)? 

That's enough of my griping for nowl 
. f:::t{ ~- -Jack E. Belsom 

cf!~, d1~ve Zn e!f(777t u zt-- 4~4zu- ,tl,r di ,de 
A~ wjL/ ~ µ~ c-vn/ All fi02il_ w-ifl ~ lV[rnd~ fl,_/ 
__AAi/i.f)./U..,~, SR. lvff}A..

7 V CoR1T4 11~ 
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,:-;. C'O~YJT.TE_RSi-lT I()l.7 }lI2-1i LOT(C 

Love ·f o.J:-'2:Je1-" i: .. -rJ1.c)'. ,3·~)cr~ s /z('cZ. 7.- ~;e 

End·u .. 1~~in,g Z--Zf'e r.:::r?:l ·r.~:--inze th1.-;oit,;r~1. z. ete1')n:f.ty .. 
It.' 8 aI'rTlB CLit ... ~J:~erlch (1Z Zj CJ.}·?cl 7 

.0 Z.d Di"!i_,.t Z.r; ir!. f.? Z.aas 
[ioridel,.,S pe1'"l:(J"fl·Y·~·ed t7·l??OU!-7h .']cc! 8 f/]_"('Ge a 

Tlou.J stro;1.q CJ.T~t thou. 3 sc~1:d iJcr .. tey; to ? 
Flater spoke Lio ZclZ!/ he:Fore lo1.'c ::ncp Z-i~c:(Z ~ 
I cctt?. flooci the ec~1~-1;rz c;,Yul Y)cvive li..,fe ccn:?.UJ 

I r..11n C/.ec;p c::11.d mo14 e poc.!J2-r.fi(l thcr.r-i tt·,~.;;. 7J..,crld eveJ:~ kn2z:J1; 
Love kept si Zent as the .s:Ari cZ1>~? .:-3mi Ze -
As 7wr' becn1 ty and st:rengi;h 7'e1r-c~~ ncd for a -while. 

'I'hen b lev the u.n:rzd 1Ji th a l1:ft· cf her pou)er -
f{/i·[,ch b leLJ dOiJJn the trcea C!J1Cl Y~Qc;:ecl th2 grec~t tOV}91° o 

L1:sten to me as I sing ccnd shout -
And move 11J7wn ycu see mo or el.se be suJept out. 
T v ? .,, d 1.-· 7 f - c C· "" 7 .·;-I ,, .~,.· U' -··I- " - ,, -10 ~ 1 .(J ,O,c;;Q-" 01' ~' '·"" (1'LA1, u. i1."", /.Cc; i- ,, ...:C!Jde,. -

Greeter foundat·Zon than this ccu Zd not be 7-ain . 

.r1s the conve2';sat1:.011 oorzt1:n.7..ied_:i &IT> cra-ne h:::te ~·· 

flhone bus1>n.e.ss is to clestroy cr,11d p'I'=~~~pcr.gccte. 
I can do more damage 1,Jith a mcut\[-'ul, of:.· z,Jords 
That shouZ.d not be uttered 01° even heard. 
I cause confusion_, cnuy and gr'1:e.f -· 
/Jend so1A. ls to he Z- Z ?.t!here t?·u31-ie 's nc re Z1:ef .. 

Love looked ste1Y!..l.y at hcte i.n the eye -
rvith such affection that hcitc bcw~n tc cP~/. 
Ho-w can you love me cfter r.:.Z Z I ;'vc done -
Not only to P"-:op7,e, but to God cmd hi.s son. 

Love never fcri Zed cmd knezu t:hai; he 'd u1:n .. 
Becc:use God IJcr,s 71:{.s f'ozn1.der.J c~rid rn.1,,iC/1. t,.r.rec~ (;3.r tl-Lclri men. 
The poi.nt to 11 emembeY' i.s aT11X-:ys be h"uc --
Tr>v.·c-·t· H~·m a"'l"l n/ 0 7 o"e ,,· . .., a77 t 7--·-L ,,,_,.,-;,-.:to ~- ... a -V· r · ..... "-'-V'..J &_.-v_,. vft, V"V ({.(I,,// ,1:f·.../f./:· U,..-o 

fllhen t11 Lals mn7J come end love s .. ,~em to .fc?°. Z. ·­
Think of Him first_, you tJ,J, always do ueii. 

-· TJoruJood McTcotk 

'l'HE LIGHT I SAT-! 

The Zieht I scaJ 
Seemed so br1_,ght 
m7 + n" , • t" -l ,- o I ,, .. ., ,~ f 7 ry-:J. ncz v ,,,r, i. ,, g (,I'v ,_,u.u) '··' . f.,-c "';) 

l!r'om 1:ri rny s{ght 
/Jo seemed s1Acdi 
I dare ncn~ stm1e 
Percciv1'.ne too nr&wi1. 
f{lwre men don 't cu:r0 
1,he1•e the Ught shune 
Frorn a:eev ... :rislc-le 

L 

f,/c: u.7r...-:t5fJ alon.e 
Oen" feces hoZ.y hide 
Dc:ep do1,m unbcu.nd joy ra:ce.s rage 
Sc .s1'. lent s·tc;nd ·in m,,e 
Be.f'·ore th.e sclge nf every age 
The light I sca~J 

__ T 'Ylrt .C:e J;-;1,,<~"fltP. 
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YE8,, YOU ARE THE CA USE - AND I 

The wor-ld 's a poinfu.Z place 
Though many de.cry soc·iety 
Others blame gciod G·]d 
The reason Ues zJith you my fried 
Yes, you are the ca:use - and I. 

The ways of men unkn()'l.J)n to them 
Obscure the vis~:on 's view 
Fithout spite, though conti~ite, each the oth2r blames 
The reason lies 1iJi th you my friend 
Yes, you are the cause - and I. 

Living but a tick of timelessness 
f./e blan1e zvha.t ca.me before 
The fi.;.ture lies unsure 
The reason Zic.s 'With you my friend 
Yes, you are the cause - and I. 

We may not see the lion and the fomb 
Sitting side by side 
But God won't do this aU alone 
The reason Ues vJi th you my friend 
Yes, you arc the cause - and I. 

- Ira Schwartz 

THE CHASM OF COMMUNICA'I.'ION 

It's but a small line, or perhaps a dot -
Maybe a sound, or even a tiny raindrop, 
2'hat expands into linguistics~ where symbo Zs 
are misread. 
R-ivers overflozuing 1Jith depth -
As vie l Z as their over-head, 
Bcho musical vibl~ations" bouncing from 
sphere to endless array -
Comes the widening of translation, 
With its phenomenon of human interplay. 

Time and space and agelessness -
GrmJ Mith each cycZ.e of unrest, 
Created 1,_n:.thin the bl?east. 
Gulfs of main.strecJn articulation -
Show signs of stra~:n and zueariness, 
Uni tl a U ef.f orts of understanding -
Cease their toiling for more regress. 
The chasm of corrorrunicat-ion -
Becomes words of human thought, 
Lost unto ob U·o·ion f Greve1' 3 

vii th the dwds of man 's hand unw1.;oug ht. 

- Norvood McTootle 
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COME .TO ~!OHSHIP 

My heart leaps up 1-•)hrm I behold 
Peu)S filled UJi-tlz gi1?Z-s nnd gentr'y; 
Ccntra.rh,ise_, my blood runs cold 
f/hen choir stclZe are empty -

The roster lists each name quite clear 
Printed uJi th th1?ee othe1°s; 
And if by chance you can 1t be there 
Then send .:me of your bl•others. 

Enjoy this little verse I turote 
Its message is quite s1:mple 
Just do your duty - and don't gloat 
And sing aUJay each UJl?inkle. 

- David Siegfried 

S>PIRITUAL LIFB 

The committee on Spiritual Life has been busy. 
We hope that it has not just been "busy work11

• 

Most of the re3ponsibilities of the committee. 
are house keeping duties, and so we he.ve been busy 
checking schedules an_d cleaning things. And speaking 
of cleaning things, it was good to see the appoint­
ments polished and shining upon getting back from 
seminar abroad. The Committee extends Q special 
thank you to Hrs. Hafer for carrying out this task. 

The Committee welcomes new members at all times. 
Please contact any one of the Committee if you so 
desire to become a part of it. 

The spiritual life of this community exists 
upon many avenues of (sometimes) individual ex­
presBions. When and if there is a felt need to 
combine these expressions into a unified effort 
(other than chapel services) please bring your 
suggestions to this committee. 

\I \l·V•\f,\f \I \I \I \I \r \f \I \f \I \f \I \I \I \f \I \1 \f V \I' \I\/ \I \I \I \I \I \IV \I \I \I\/ \I \I \I._, \/--:I \II?l~l'{;:i~.,4, \J~l·\J' \1$/tlylgl~;~l=t.1~/4! \f \1 \f V \I \I \f \/ \f \I \I \I \I\/ \IV \I \I \f \! \/ 
1;;-;rr\>1\\i\i\1\l,-1\i\f'1\i\L\i\1\"i\i\i\i\1\i\i\f\i\i\i\i\i\i\J\i\i\i\i\i\i\1\in\io,;G\in\i,100\i\i\i0Gn\iG\i\i\:'\"i\7\7\in\1\JLJ\i\J0\i\i,1n00n\ir1r1n\ 

SEMIN'AR IANl S 'TIA.FF 

Edi:idt:oria]. Siliaf:fi: L .. E .. Buss, R .. Cr.irisil:ens.en,, 
GJlern Mu:yBr 

F'roductio:rn: Nancy M:iiJ:J.ler ~ ]itDr:illyJ'.111 CtID:l.1irrgPra!Ill 

CIJtTlrltrihut:or~: JTadt HeJis:onr,, Vince EsheJJman_,, Rich Ch-ris-tensen,, Pate Goguts.::, 
Ernes;ti;, D:iieSemcle::t':t'er,, Norwoad ilflC:ToatJle:,, JiraJ. Schv.r:arz;, Kare:rn Easter]y-_, 
Da:vdid! Siegfried., Steve; Si±erne:rr·,, Lcurry Buss; 


