SPECTAL ISSUR September 3, 1969

EDITOR'S NOTE: This special issue of the Seminarian is intended mainly for the new

in~coming students, although we hope that some of the articles will be of general
interest to all,

DOING THEOLOGY IN THE SEMINARY OF THE 70S
by
Dr. Gabriel Fackre

Reflection in the context of involvement—-that's the name of the game, Theology

in the seminary of the 70s is not an exercise in abstraction. It is "done" at the
. places of pain and joy in the modern world., At Chicago Theological Seminary, sem-
inarians learn their doctrinal ABCs in the thick of work with the Blackstone Rangers
and other ghetto gangs. At Berkeley, divinity students and hippies compare notes on
transcendental meditation. At Andover-Newton, neophyte clergy march with the peace-
makers for a world free from war. And at ILancaster, too, students reflect on the
meaning of Amos, Martin Iuther, Martin Luther Xing, and Jesus Christ while working
on an "underground" newspaper or a downtown coffeehouse.

Shaped by Dietrich Bonh¥ffer's action-in-the-world theology and stirred by the
civil rights and peace movements, seminarians of the 60s tested their commitments in
the streets. If God was for real, He would be found where men work and play, love
and hate, live and die. So the student of the decade past believed. Seminary in-
volvement programs testify to the reality found in the human ferment. At lancaster,
the birthplace of the Laboratory of Leadership and Learning, a re-oriented field
work program and action~research in courses in Church and Commnity, counseling, and
Theology and Culture offer opportunities for on=-the-scene inquiry into the funda-
mental issues of Christian faith and life,

On the threshold of the 70s, seminary emphasis on the engagement-reflection
methodology continues strong. But something new is in the wind. The meaning of
"involvement" is being both deepenod and stretched., The deepening is represented
by a growing stress upon the importanco of authentic interpersonal relations. To
be involved is not only a matter of being "at the barricades" of social conflict. It
also means tearing down the walls that seperate human beings from one another. It
is learning to be honest with one anothor and with ourselves, speaking the truth
in love, Thus sensitivity training becomes integral to seminary education. New
centers and conferences spring up in which students, clergy and their wives partici-
pate in integrity therapy, marathons, non-verbal communication, learn to faco
their fear, anger, and paln, and are freed to love more deeply. If the 60s marked
the discovery of Bonh¥ffer's "God of the gaps," the 70s may well be remembered as the

time when the church discovered the "God of the guts.”

If theology is on the way to being deepened by more authentic interpersonal in-
volvement, it is also being stretched forward by a more visionary quality. A
"theology of the future" is taking its place alongside our current heavy emphasis on
a theology of the present. The Not Yet is nudging the Now. The movement is from
mission to vision, the latter escalating the former, Thcologians like Moltmann,
Pannenburg, and Teilhard de Chardin focus our eyes on the God out ahead and the
Shalom he promises. The accent on tomorrow is found also among such futurisets as
Herman Kahn and Ernest Bloch, and is becoming institutionalized in such organizations
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as the World Future Society of Washington D.C, and Christian and secular futurists
are discovering one another, = Thus in November of this year, Lancaster and Crozer
Seminaries are sponsoring a Conference on Religion and the Fature for 200 of the
“country's church and civic leaders, with such outstanding resource persons on hand
as Herman Kahn, Julian Bond, José Delgado, Lesslie Dewart and Harvey Cox.

The seninary of the 70s promlsos to be an exciting place. In it there will be
‘no grandstand secats, The action is on the plaJlnc field. All will be involved—
in the public arena and in the personal ono, in tho present and in the future. And
the theology of the 70s will be a "theology of promise," shaped together by students
and faculty who learn to follow the Pllgrln God along his Worldly'ways into his open
Future.

JOURNEY INTO ECUMENISM

by
Rev, William J, Walsh, S.d.

The hour's drive over secondary roads from the Novitiate of Saint Isaac Jogues
in Wernersville to the corner of College and James has made me familiar with a
sector of rich Pennsylvania Dutch farming country which up to now has been for me
totally unexplored territory. My boast now is that I can make the trip without
meeting a stoplight on the way and without passing through any town larger than
Wernersville itself,

In much the sane way ny year at Lancastor Seminary had tended to accelerate
my own growth as a Journeyman theologian, sondlng mne down. strange new roads into
areas I might ordinarily not have visited and giving me a new fcel for alroady
familiar theological terrain.

Somme are born ecumenists, I suppose; some cultivate it, while others have
ecumenism thrust upon them. Until last year my interest in ecumenism was strong,
although direct involvement was invariably limited by the press of other work.

But something marvelously pentacostel is happening in the churches and I can testify
that the Spirit seams to be busy involving everyone, even novices like myself, in
the movement toward Christian unity.

- Recently I have been attempting to sort out my impressions of lancaster. Most
striking has been the warmth of the welcome I received, I have been struck, too,
by the way you pronounce Pontius Pilate and the way you sing with admirable gusto a
whole raft of hymns hitherto unknown to me, I have enjoyed the give-and-take in
class, especially questions that begin "I don't want to put you on the spot, but...”
I have enjoyed the rclaxed banter in the dining room and over coffee cups, as well
as the nightly clustering of the high calorie club around Freddie the Frcezoer,

I have been impressed by the freed-up curriculum and the easy tolerance of
diverse opinion, but must admit to being puzzled by the rather formal and strangely
impersonal style of the daily chapel service.

Long working sessions with the faculty have revealed competence of its members
and their dedication to the task of equiping the modern seminarian to serve the
needs of an increasingly well-educated constituency. At times I wonder, though, at
an apparnet lack of cmphasis on a more formal introduction to the life of personal
prayer and on the cultivation of the individual spiritual life,

I came to Lancaster protty much cxpecting my contacts to be limited almost
exclusively to faculty and students, It was a pleasant surprise to discover the
extent of the Seminery's association with outside lecturers, ministers and the
laity of the church at convocations and workshops. Highlights for me werc an un-
scheduled dinner with Rabbi Heschel and the week in June working with some of your
nore dedicated lay peoplec.

Over three hundred years ago in colonial Hew York, Dominic Johannes Mega-
polonsis, a Dutch Reformed minister, rescued Father Isaac Joguos from scven years
of slavery as a captive of the Mohawks, The deed was accomplished at great per-
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sonal risk to himself and to the small band of Dutch colonists he served at Rens-
selaerswyck, During the weeks that followed the rescuc, a very cordial relation-
ship naturally grew up between the two mon. I like to look back at that unique
friendship, forged in Christian charity at a moment of extrome cmergency, as the
beginning of ccumenism in America. Somchow I feel that both Father Jogucs and
Dominie Megapolensis would give their enthusiastic support to an arrangement that
today brings a Jesuit priest and ministers and studonts of the Reformed tradition
together for extended theological conversations.

SEPTEMBER SESSIONS
by

Wilbur C, Albright

Sr, Class President

Unfortunately, the Senior Class rmust welcome the incoming students from a dis-
tance. By the time you read this we will be somewhere in Central America, having
alrecady left Jamaica behind us. Anyway, welcome to LTS and I will be looking for-
ward to mecting you at the end of the month,

Looking back over two years at seminary, I think you arce a pretty lucky class
~—scodule wisc., ‘hon wo onterod in Scptomber of 1967, the Church and Culturc Course
was a solid four wecks of lectures. The regular tcam was therc (minus Dr, Fackre
on sabbatical in England), Dr., Bartholomew and Mr, Duke. Also on hand for "guest"
appearances were Dr. Schlouter and Mr, Krochler. We werce quitc fortunate to have
as visiting leccturers, Dr. Duncan Shaw a church historian from Scotland who spokec
on the importance of history to theology and Mr. Vastyan of Horshcy Medical Center
who locturcd on the relationship of roligion to current tochnological advancoment,
In addition therc was GREEK!i!

When this year's Middler class arrived for the Scptomber scssion in 1968, they
had morc of thc same sct up for them, That year things were differcnt only to the
cxtent that now Mr, Dulce was on sabbatical and Dr. Fackrc had returned with the
"theology of hopc". In all soriousness though, the Septomber scssion for juniors
has in the past, beoen dosigned to give onc a small taste of seminary cducations...
«osat the same time gotting us back into the routine of reading and lecturecs, ctc.
We can't complain, however, for the purposc was served.

Well~--hore we arc in tho Soptember of 1969 and things have changed. Get used
to it, I'm sure morc changes will come in the next three ycars,

Now I'11 tell you why I think you arc a lucky class., Greek is now spread out
over a two scmester schedule and Scptomber is being dovoted to acquainting you
with the "actual” church at work. You have the distinet advantage of boing able
to witness the work of the clmrch and some of the problems cncountered as it goes
about that work in both rural and urban arcas. Not only is this to your advantagc
—you will also bo cxporicncing something of the sonsitivity training the Middlors
aro getting back at lancaster, Traveling as you will, you must get to know each
other, This will go a long way to making your class onc that knows how to live
and work wcell together.

I will be most anxious to hcar about your cxpcricnces when I return, Again,
welcome to Lancastor.



OUTSIDE THE CILASSROCI
by
Glon B. Moyor
Editor, Sominarian

Scminary is more than classcs, or so wo would like to think. Therc arc many
learning exporicnces that can take placc outside of the classroom's walls. But
beyond the gab sossions in the dormitory rooms and the apartments, there are other
activities which this campus offers for thosc wishing to expand their horizons.

In the linc of governmont, there arc two possibilites that arc waiting., The
Student Comrmunity Council is the students' government that consists of rcpresenta-
tives from cach class and the organizations on campus, Here follow students sit
down and discuss the problems of scminary living and learning and try to integrato
all of the oxtra—-curricular functions of thc saminary. In addition, cach class has
its own governing body of officers and committco members who are cleetod annually
and who holp the class function.

It 1s only natural for mc to put in a plug about the Seminarian. Twice a
scmester, the Seminarian will publish am issuc which will hopcfully roflect the
vicews and ideas of the students on campus, Articles on a wide rangc of subjects are
most welcome and controversy is invited. Whorc thoro are differing points of view,
they should be aired, and the Scminarian is ono way this can be donc, The papor
also publishos art work, poctry and any othor such contributions as come its way.,
We arc also in nced of peoople who are willing to typc for us

The Scminary also has a group of chanccl playcrs who perform drama, approxi-
matecly once a semecster. Actors, stagchands, and assistants are always nccded, Two
short plays arc schoduled for the fall samester and intcrested students arc encouraged
to watch for signs concerning mectings.

The choir has becn another outside activity of tho scminary. Although it has
gonc into disrcpair during thce past year, pcrhaps the new class will provide the
necded ncmbers to bring it to lifc again,

The women students and tho wives will 211 find the Association of Semingry
Wormen is onc placc for thom all to mect togethor for a time for fun and followsship.
Thoir mcotings arc held cach month on tho sccond lionday.

The scminary also has a place for athlotic activitys, In the fall of the ycar,
the scminary has a tcam to play baskcetball with tcams from thc p2M campus., Liko-
wiso in the spring of the ycare, bascball bocomes the point of contention between
LTS and F&M. During tho wintor, the scminary has its own bowling matchos (trophy
and 2ll) which include thc womon as woll as the moen,

As anyone can sco, there is a lot to do besides study and sit and talk. Hopo=-
fully the now students will all find a part in one or morc of these activitics Just
as it is hoped that the old students will continuc their contributions. It can be
a busy yecar for all, not only in the classrooom, but outsidc of it as wecll,

NEW STUDENTS

The following list of thc now studonts gives the home town and college and college
ma jor.,

Albert J. D. Aymor, Barbados, Weost Indics, Union Theological Sominary, Jamaica, W.I.

Kenneth Bakor, Hurmelstown, Pa.,, Lebanon Valley Collego, Pre-med Biology and
pro-ministerial

Earl D, Ball, Chcektowaga, N.Y., Statc University of New York at Buffalo, Anthropology

Richard W, Bardo, Williamsport, Pa., Albright College, Rcligion

M. Douglas Borko, Sharpsvillo, Pa., C.i¥. Post College of Long Island University,
Philosophy

William F. Bowecr, Mill Hall, Pa., Lock Haven Stato College, Liberal Arts-Social
Sciences-History

Michacl T. Butler, Milton, Pa., Bloomsburg Statc Collego, Elcmentary Education
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Dennis Bmrick, East Bangor, Pa., Albright Collegce, Rcligion

James F., Fox, Froderick ¥Md., Mcssiah Collego, History

Jerry W, Puqua, Doylostown, Pa., loorhoad Statc College (Minnosota), Psychology

Donnis R. Gable, Hellam, Pa., Western Maryland Collego, Sociology

Robert E. Gage, Bainbridge Island, Wash., Whitman Collegc, Music

Goorge W, Geiger, Huntington, N.Y,, C.W. Post College of Long Island University,
History

Jamcs R. Grecn, Lancastcr, Pa,, Indiana University, Music Education

Donnis G. Hahn, Nazarcth, Pa., Hast Stroudsburg State College, History

Cliffert F, Herring, Jr., Tamaqua, Pa.,, Ursinus Collegc, History

Romnie G, Hironirwus, Lyons, N,Y., Albright Collogc, English

John A, Hoff, Akron, Ohio, University of Akron, Sociology

John ¥, Kecfer, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa., P¥MC Collegc, Business Administration-Economics

Calvin J. King, Harper,Kansas, Goshon Collcge, Sociology

Larry H, Louder, Altoona, Pa., Pennsylvania Statc University, Secondary Education

Robert G, Makin, oohnstown, Pa,, Indiana University of Pa., English Education

Poter C, Nichols, Vormilion, Ohio, Mclurry College, Social Studics

Michael A, Pricc, Frocburg, Pa., Franklin and Marshall, English Litcraturc

Samucl Rammit, Sialkot, West Pakistan, Murray College, West Pakistan, Psychology

Gary R. Sattler, Pittsburgh, Pa,, Midland Luthcran College, Inglish

Gary I. Shuoy, Lavell, Pa., Bloomsburg Statc Collcoge, Sociology

Rodger L. Snyder, Breinigsville, Pa,., Franklin and Marshall, Anthropology

Melvin H. Stinson, Jcannctte, Pa.

Clarcnce L. Stumb, Quakertowm, Pa., Catawba College, Religion & Philosophy

Andrew TAY Woon~Hock, Johore, HWest Malaysia, Trinity Theological College, Singaporc

Ray C, Walker, Bath, Pa., Lchigh Unmiversity, History

Barbara A. Williams, Bernardsville, Pa,, Moorc College of Art, Illustration

Marshall Z. Wren, Boyertown, Pa., Ursinus College, Philosophy & Religion

WELCOME
by
Stephen Sterner
Vice-President, SCC

It is a pleasurc for me on behalf of the SCC to welcome all the new students to
LTS and to welecome back all students returning to the comrmunity. This first month
of school looms hectically on thc horizon. The juniors are going to be Praveling,
while the middlers arc cxpericncing sensitivity training, and of coursc the senlors
will be studying in Honduras. Because tho community will be dispersed throughout
Scptember, it is important for the juniors and middlers to meet and grect as socn as
possible., Hopefully all will attend the opening worship scrvice and the recoption
for Dr. Distler following the scrvice, so that the process of getting acquainted can
begin,

¢ T would also like to call your attention to the ccumenical students on campus.
Please oxtend a courtsous wolcome to thom all.

Hopofully tho juniors will attend all the oricntation proccedings. The§e cvents
have boen scheduled for yourbenefit and will prove helpful to you in the coming year,
For those rcmaining on campus during September, a fow announcements arc necessary.
The library will be open until 5 P.M. on weckdays, and closed on Saturdays. There
will bo no chapcl during Scptember.

Best wishos for a fruitful year.



