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EDITOR'S NOTE: 'I'his special issue of the Seminarian is intended mainly for the new 
in-coming students, although we hope that some of the articles will be of general 
interest to all. 

DOING THEOLOGY IN THE SE:MINARY OF THE ?OS 
by 

Dr. Gabriel Fackre 

Reflection in the context of involvement-that's the name of the game, 'Iheology 
in the seminary of the ?Os is not an exercise in abstraction. It is "done" at the 
places of pain and joy in the modern world. At Chicago Theological Seminary, sem­
inarians learn their doctrinal ABCs in the thick of work with the Blackstone Rangers 
and other ghetto gangs. At Berkeley, divinjty students and hippies compare notes on 
transcendental meditation. At Andover-Newton, neophyte clergy march with the peace­
makers for a world free from war. And at Lancaster, too, students reflect on the 
meaning of Amos, Martin Luther, Martin Luther King, and Jesus Christ while working 
on an "underground" newspaper or a downtown coffeehouse. 

Shaped by Dietrich Bonh6ffer's action-in-the-world theology and stirred by the 
civil rights and peace movements, seminarians of the 60s tested their commitments in 
the streets, If God was for real, He would be found where raen work and play, love 
and hate, live and die, So the student of the decade past believed, Seminary in­
volvement programs testify to the reality found in the human ferment. At Lancaster, 
the birthplace of the Laboratory of Leadership and Learning, a re-oriented field 
work program and action-research in courses in Church and Community, counseling, and 
'I'heology and Culture offer opportunities for on-the-scene inquiry into the funda­
mental issues of Christian faith and life. 

On the threshold of the ?Os, seminary emphasis on the engagement-reflection 
methodology continues strong. But something new is in the wind. The meaning of 
"involvement" is being both deepenod and stretched. The deepening is ropr0sented 
by a growing stress upon the importance of authentic interpersonal relations. To 
be involved is not only a matter of being "at the barricades" of social conflict. It 
also means tearing down the walls that seperate human beings from one another. It 
is learning to be honest w!hth one another and with ourselves, speaking tho truth 
in lovo. Thus sensitivity training becomes integral to seminary education. New 
centers and conferences spring up in which students, clergy and their wives partici­
pate in integrity therapy, marathons, non-verbal communication, learn to face 
their fear, anger, and pain, and are freed to love more deeply. If the 60s marked 
the discovery of Bonhtlffer' s "God of the gaps," the ?Os may well be remembered as the 
time when the church discovered the "God of tho guts." 

If theology is on tho way to being deepened by more authentic interpersonal in­
volvement, it is also being stretched forward by a more visionary quality. A 
"theology of the future" is taking its place alongside our current heavy emphasis on 
a theology of the present. The Not Yet is nudging the Now. The movement is from 
mission to vision, the latter escalating the former, Theologians like Moltmann, 
Pannenburg, and Teilhard de Chard.in focus our eyes on the God out ahead and the 
Shalom he promises. 'I'he accent on tomorrow is found also among such fubirists as 
Herman Kahn and Ernest Bloch, and is becoming institutionalized in such organizations 
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as the 'forld Futnro Society of hTashington D .. C. and Christian and secular futurists 
are discovering one another. Tims in November of this year, Lancaster and Crozer 
seminaries are sponsoring a Conferonco on Religion and tho Ftltnre for 200 of the 
country's church and civic leaders, ·with such outstanding resource persons on hand 
as Herman Kahn, Julian Bond, Jos~ Delgado, Lesslie Dewart and Harvey Cox. 

The semi.nary of tho ?Os promises to be an exciting place. In it there will be 
no grandstand seats. The action is on tho playing field. All will be involvod-
in the public arena and in the personal ono, in tho present and in the future. And 
tho theology of tho ?Os will bo a "theology of promise," shaped together by students 
and faculty who learn to follow the Pilgrim God along his worldly ways into his open 
Future. 

JOURNEY INTO ECUMEli!ISM 
by 

Rev. l'lilliarn J. Walsh, S • J • 

Tho hour's drive over secondary roads from the Novitiate of Saint Isaac Jogues 
in Wernersville to tho corner of College and James has made mo familiar with a 
sector of rich Pennsylvn.nia futch farming country which up to now has been for me 
totally unexplored territory. Hy boast now is that I can make tho trip without 
mooting a stoplight on tho way and without passing through any town larger than 
·wernerpville i tsolf. 

In much tho same way my year at Lancaster Seminary had tended to accelerate 
my mm growth as a journeyman theologian, sending mo dmm strange new roads into 
areas I might ordinarily not have visited and giving mo a new feel for already 
familiar theological terrain. 

Some are born ecumenists, I suppose; some cultivate it, while others have 
ecumenism thrust upon thorn. Until last yoar my interest in ecumenism was strong, 
although direct involvornont was invariably limited by the press of other work. 
But something marvelously pontacostal is happening in the churches and I can testify 
that tho Spirit seems to bo busy involving everyone, even novices like myself, in 
tho movement toward Christian unity. 

Recently I have been attempting to sort out my impressions of Lancaster. Most 
striking has becm the warmth of the welcome I received, I have been struck, too, 
by the way you pronounce Pontius Pilato and the way you sing with admirable gusto a 
whole raft of hymns hitherto unknown to me. I have enjoyed tho givo-and-tako in 
class, especially questions that begin "I don't want to put you on the spot, but ••• " 
I have enjoyed tho relaxed banter in the dining room and over coffee cups, as well 
as the nightly clustering of the high caloric club around Freddie the Freozor. 

I have been impressed by tho freed-up curriculum and the easy tolerance of 
diverse opinion, but must admit to being puzzled by the rather formal and strangely 
h1porsonal style of the daily chapel service. 

Long working sessions with the faculty have revealed competence of its members 
and their dedication to tho task of equiping tho modern seminarian to servo tho 
needs of an increasingly well-educated constituency. At tim0s I wonder, though, at 
an apparnet lack of emphasis on a more formal introduction to the life of personal 
prayer and on tho cultivation of the individual spiritual life, 

I can10 to LJ:i.ncastor pretty much expecting my contacts to b0 limited almost 
exclusively to faculty and students. It was a pleasant surprise to discover tho 
extent. of tho Seminary's association with outside locturors, ministers and tho 
laity of tho church at convocations and workshops. Highlights for me wero an un­
schodulod dinner W'i.th Rabbi Hoschol and tho week in June working with somo of your 
more dedicated lay people. 

Ovor throe hundred yoars ago in colonial New York., Dominic Johannes Moga­
polonsis, a Dutch Reformed minister, rescued Father Isaac Joguos from sevon years 
of slavery as a captive of tho 1'1ohawks. Tho deed was accomplished at great per-
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sonal risk to himself and to tho small band of Dutch colonists ho sorvod at Rens­
selaers1NJrck:. During tho wooks that followed the rescue, a very cordial relation­
ship naturally grow up between tho two mon, I like to look back at that unique 
.friendship, forged in Christian charity at a moment of oxtrome emergency, as tho 
beginning of ecumenism in Alilerica, Somehow I fool that both Father Joguos and 
Dominie Megapolensis would give their enthusiastic support to an arrangement that 
today brings a Jesuit priest and ministers and students of the Refo:rmod tradition 
together for extended theological conversations. 

SEPTEMBER SESSIONS 
by 

'lilbur C. Albright 
Sr. Class President 

Unfortunately, tho Senior Class must wolconIG tho incoming studonts from a dis­
tance. BiJ the timo Y'OU read this wo will bo sonewhero in Central America, having 
already left Jamaica behind us. Ansrway, welcome to LTS and I will bo looking for­
ward to meeting you at tho end of tho month. 

Looking back over ti:·m yoars at seminary, I think you aro a. pretty lucky class 
-scodulo wise, ')hon wo ontorod in September of 1967, tho Church and Culture Course 
was a solid four weeks of lectures, Iho regular toara was there (minus Dr. Fackre 
on sabbatical in England), Dr. Bartholomow and j\i[r, Dulce, Also on hand for "guest" 
appearances woro Dr, Schleutor and Mr, Kroehler, Ho woro quito fortunate to havo 
as visiting locturers, Dr. Duncan Shaw a church historian from Scotland who spoko 
on tho importance of history to t:.'1.oolo~y and Nr. Vastyan of Hershey Medical Center 
·who locturod on tho relationship of r0ligion to currant technological advancornont. 
In addition there was GREEK! ii 

Whon this year's Middler class arrived for tho Soptombor sossion in 1968, they 
had moro of tho same sot up for th01;i, That yoar things wero difforont only to tho 
oxtont that now Mr. Duke was on sabbatical and Dr, Fackre had returned with tho 
"theology of hopo". In all soriousnoss though, tho Soptombor session for juniors 
has in tho past, boon dosignod to give ono a small taste of seminary oducati.on •••• 
,,,at tho same time getting us back into tho routine of reading and locturos, etc. 
We can't complain, howovor, for tho purpose was served. 

Woll-horo ·we aro in tho Soptombor of 1969 and things have changed. Got usod 
to it, I'm suro rnoro changes ·will come in the next three years. 

Now I'll toll you why I think you aro a lucky class, Grook is now sproad out 
over a two somostor schodulo and Soptombor is being dovotod to acquainting you 
with tho "actual" church at work. You have tho distinct advantage of being able 
to witness tho work of tho church and somo of tho problems encountered as it goos 
about that work in both rural and urban aroas. l\Tot only is this to your ad1W.ntago 
-you will also bo oxporiencing something of tho sensitivity training tho Nicldlors 
aro getting back at Lancaster, T".cavoling as you will, you must got to know! each 
othor, This w:Lll go a long way to making your class ono that knows how to livo 
and work woll togothor, 

I will be most anxious to hoar about your oxporioncos when I return, Again, 
welcome to lancastor. 



OUTSIDE THE CIASSROOM 
by 

Glol:l B. Moyor 
Editor, Sor:rl.na.rian 

Seminary is more than classes, or ·so wo would liko to think. Thero aro many 
learning exporioncos that can tako pJ~co outsido of tho classroom's walls. But 
boyond the gab sessions in tho dorm..i..tory rooms and tho apartments, there are othor 
activities which this campus offers for thoso wishing to GXpand their horizons. 

In tho lino of govornmant, there aro two possibilitos that arc waiting, Tho 
Student Conmmnity Council is tho students' govornmont that consists of roprosonta­
tivos from 0ach class and tho organizations on campus. Hore follow students sit 
down and discuss tho problems of seminary living and learning and try to integrate 
all of tho extra-curricular i'unctions of tho saminary, In addition, oach class has 
its own governing body of officers and committee mombors who aro oloctod annually 
and who holp tho class function. 

It is only natural for mo to put in a plug about tho Seminarian. Twice a 
semester, tho Seminarian will publish an issue which will hopofUlly reflect tho 
views and ideas of tho students on campus, Articles on a wide range of subjects arc 
most wolcomo and controversy is invited. Whore th.ore are differing points of viow, 
they should bo aired, and tho Seminarian is ono way this can be done, Tho paper 
also publishes art work, pootry and any other such contributions as come its way, 
We aro also in nood of pooplo who arc willing to type for us 

Tho Seminary also has a group of chancel playors uho porfonn drama, approxj-
ma. toly onco a somostor, 11.ctors, stagehands, and assistants aro always noodod, Two 
short plays aro schodulod for tho fall somostor and intorostod students aro oncouragod 
to watch for signs concerning mootings. 

Tho choir has boon another outside activity of tho seminary, Although it has 
gono into disrepair during tho past yoar, perhaps tho now class will provide tho 
neodod mombors to bring it to life again, 

Tho woman students and tho wivos will all find tho Association of Seminary· 
!:fomon is ono placo for thor.1 all to moot toe;othor for a t:imo for fun and followsship. 
Thoir mootings aro hold oach month on tho second Nonday. 

Tho seminary also has a place for athletic activity, In tho fall of tho y·oar, 
tho sor.1inary has a toam to play basketball with tear.is from tho F.ZCM campus. Like­
wise in tho spring of tho yc:.r.J.', baseball becomes tho point of contention botwoen 
LTS and R':H, During tho winter, tho sominary has its o-vm bowli..."lg matches (trophy 
and all) which include the woman as woll as tho raon. 

As anyone can soo, there is a lot to do bosidos study and sit and talk. Hope­
fully tho now students will all find a part in ono or moro of those activities just 
a.s it is hoped that tho old students will continua their contributions. It can bo 
a busy year for all, not only in tho classrooom, but outside of it as well. 

NEW STUDENTS 

Tho following list of tho now students gives tho homo town and collogo and collogo 
major. · 

Albort J. D. Aymar, Barbados, Wost Indios, Union Theological Seminary, Jamaica, H.I. 
Konnoth Baker, Hurmilolstmm, Pa., Lebanon Valley Collogo, Pro-mod Biology and 

pro-ministerial 
Earl D, Ball, Chooktowaga, N.Y., Stato University of Now York at Buffalo, Anthropology 
Richard W, Bardo, Williamsport, Pa. , Albright Colle go, Religion 
i\'i, Douglas Borke, Sharpsville, Pa., C.11. Post Collogo of Long Island University, 

Philosophy 
William F. Bowor, Mill Hall, Pa., Lock Havon Sta to Collogo, Liberal Arts-Social 

Scioncos-History 
lflichaol T. Butlor, Milton, Pa., Bloorn.sburg Sta to Collogo, Elomontary Education 
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Dennis Emrick, F.a.st Bangor, Pa., Albright College, Religion 
James F. Fox, F:roclerick Hd., Nossiah Collogo, History 
Jerry W. Fuqua, Doylostown, Pa,, Hoorhoad Sta to Colloe;o (Minnesota), Psychology 
Dannis R, Gablo, Hollarn, Pa., Wostorn Maryland Collogo, Sociology 
Robort E. Gago, Bainbridgo Island, Wash,, Whitman Collogo, I:fasic 
George W, Goiger, Huntington, N.Y., C,W. Post Collogo of Long Island University, 

History 
Jamos R, Groon, Lancaster, Pa., Indiana University, Music Education 
Dannis G, Hahn, Nazareth, Pa., East Stroudsburg Stato College, History 
Clifi'ert F, Harring, Jr., Tamaqua, Pa,·, Ursinus Collogo, History 
Ronnie G. Hironimus, Igons, N. Y, , Albright Collogo, English 
John A. Hoff', Akron, Ohio, Univorsity of Akron, Sociology 
John W. Koo.for, Jr,, Philadelphia, Pa., PMC Collogo, Business Administration-Economics 
Calvin J, ICing, Harpor,Kansas, Goshen College, Sociology 
Larry H, Louder, Altoona, Pa., Pennsylvania State University, Secondary Education 
Robert G. Makin, vohnstown, Pa,, Indiana University of Pa,, English Education 
Potor C, Nichols, Vermilion, Ohio, Ncl~:urry Collogo, Social Studios 
~fi.chaol A. Prico, Frooburg, Pa., Franklin and Marshall, English Litoraturo 
Samual Ramnit, Sialkot, Wost Pakistan, Murray Collogo, Wost Pakistan, Psychology 
Gary R, Sattler, Pittsburgh, Pa., 11i.c1land Lutheran Collogo, English 
Gary I. Shuoy, La. voll, Pa. , Bloomsburg Sta to Collogo, Sociology 
Rodger L. Snydor, Broinigsvillo, Pa., Franklin and Marshall, Anthropology 
Melvin H. Stinson, Jeannotte, Pa, 
Claronco L. Stumb, Quakertown, Pa., Catawba Collogo, Religion & Philosophy 
Anclrow TAY Woon-Hock, Johoro, Wost Nalaysia, Trinity Theological Collogo, Singaporo 
Ray C. Walker, Bath, Pa., Lehigh University, History 
Barbara A. Williams, Bornardsvillo, Pa., Mooro Collogo of Art, Illustration 
Marshall E. Wron, Boyortm,m, Pa,, Ursinus Collogo, Philosophy & Religion 

WELC'JNE 
by 

Stophon Stornor 
Vice-President, SCC 

It is a pleasure for mo on behalf of the SCC to wolcomo all the new students to 
LTS and to welcome back all students returning to tho community. This first month 
of school looms hectically on tho horizon. Tho juniors are going to be :braveling, 
while tho middlcrs aro oxporioncing sensitivity training, and of course tho seniors 
will be studying in Honduras, Bocauso tho community will b0 dispersed throughout 
Soptombor, it is :important for tho juniors and :middlors to moot and groat as soon as 
possible. Hopefully all will attend tho opening worship sorvico and tho rocoption 
i'or Dr, Distler following tho sorvico, so that tho process o.f getting acquainted can 
bogin, 

I would also li.ko to call your attention to tho ocumonical students on campus, 
Ploaso oxtond a oourt:ious wolcomo to thorn all. 

Hopofully tho juniors will attond all tho orientation procoodings. Thoso ovonts 
have boon schodulod for yourbenoi'it and will prove helpful to you in tho coming year. 
For those remaining on campus during Septombor, a fow announcements arc necessary, 
Tho library will bo opon until 5 P ,iii, on wookdays, and closed on Saturdays. Thoro 
will bo no chapel during Soptombor. 

Bost wishes for a fruitful year. 


