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King Arthur’s Farewell..
"The old. order changoth,yielding place to
.find God fulfills Hinsclf in nany ways
Lost one good custom should corrupt tho world.

More things are wrought hy prayer than 
this world droans ofo Vhereforo, let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain for ne night and day. 
For what arc nen hotter than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life in tho brain 
If,knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call then 

friend?
For so the whole round onrth is every way 

Bound by gold chains about the feet of God."
- - Tennyson
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»*oHichard T» Schellhase, our president,, expresses his thanks to tho nany corinit- 
teos for their fine work during the past tern* Particularly does he thank the

UM SEMONAMMAH
Published nonthly by the Society of Inquiry of 
Lancaster Theological Scninary, Lancaster, Pa*

JANUARY 1947

In this, our innediate post-Christnas issue of the Seminarian, we present 
the articles fron our student bodyB The first carries over the flavour of the 
Christmas season into our nediun of the nore intellectual view behind nuch that is 
too often blind faith. It is entirely fitting that Mr. Bo.un’s article on the 
Virgin Birth .appear in a post-Christnas issue since tho inpact which Christmas 
makes upon o'er lives — entwined as it nost necessarily is, in the beautiful narra­
tives of Matthew and Luke - should not be snatched fron us so rudely by intellec­
tual! sri at a nonent when faith which is of the heart is sought by everyone* But 
then we arc nt Seminary and it does not behoove us to bo naive or innocent con­
cerning tho scholarly work in the subject* Sather, I say, lot us look nt it now, 
in January, so that by December it will have taken its proper place in our atti­
tudes — nnlcing us ever nore vital to our congregations in our interpretations 
but not obscuring, as intellectualism so often docs, the beauty which is Faith’s*

„ . Particularly docs he thank the
worship committee for the fine Choral Eucharist planned, and tho Program connitteo 
for the Christmas Party, which ’turned out to be n gay evening for all* He also 
expresses his thanks to all the fellows and professors for the fine cooperation 
in all activities and hopes that tho new tern will hold nuch in store for us. 

At tho same tine the Society members express their Christian sympathy to Dick 
and his family in tho recent death of the father, Dr. Adan Schellhase, May the 
blessings of God bo with then in their tine of trial.

Mr. Huntley’s contribution is by way of a. sot of Mew Year’s resolutions. 
Lot us tro.at then as such .and nay their fato bo less that of a secular reso­
lution and noro that of a "high resolve11*
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The

in the Davidic line) 
and back to Adan®

the virgin birth theory, has nothing to do with his conception^ (thorc 
who claim that the purpose- of the. lineage is solely to show Jesus? legal position

Luise does the sane thing, tracing Jesus from Joseph to David,

THE VIRGIN BIRTH o „ 
. .- « ■ ■ ............... .

Tho birth stories of Jesus being yet prominent in our 
minds, wo .arc confronted once more by the age-old question 
of tho Virgin Birth-, Tho issue is familiar to nearly every­
one, yet many hesitate to take a stand on cither side of tho 
question^, Perhaps a brief review of the na.tter would bo 
helpful, in formulating our own opinions,,

it is pointed thn-t accounts of
> Both agree to the fact 

rwe (Bethlehem), tho tine (reign cf Herod), and
The two accounts differ in their approach, tho 

case, from
___ __ _ _ __ .of, ’.he

In Luke we have the song of 
the journey of the shepherds, and tho visit of the parents to tho temple,

further attempt to fulfill Hebrew prophecy is soon in the tracing by Matthew 
;-of the lineage of Jesus through the Davidic line, down to Josephs Here also thcro 
is an inconsistency, for Jesus? royal descent depends on Joseph, who according to 
the virgin birth theory, has nothing to do with his concention,; (thorc arc sone

On the negative side of the problem- wo may first consider tho annunciation* 
angel tells Mary (Luke 1?35) "Tho Holy Ghost shall cone upon. thee, and the power 

of tho highest shall overshadow th-oof.' therefore also that holy thing .'hich shall be
■ born of thee shall bo called a son if God’’■ born of thee shall be called .a son if God''o Nothing horo excludes human paternity; 
and sone maintain that it is consist-ant with such paternity on v-ho ground that it 
night be said of any child, since every child is a child of God., (?; Iner)

Those who deny tho Virgin. Birth point to the gospel of Hark, ..t-b.it which is genA 
orally conceded to bo the most .historically reliable) which nowhere gives, mention 
of a miraculous conception. They also remind ono that Sto Paul,n .ver says anything 
about tho hatter#•„ Bor further consideration, they rdf or to Jesus and Mary, Jesus 
acknowledged tho fact of his unique relationship with tho father, -but never men­
tioned anything about-his birth, Mary, quite obviously, was tho only person who 
know the full circumstances, and .as far as wo know, there is recorded .no testimony 
on her behalf* , .'However, -soyoral scriptural roforoncos scop to'indicate that she 
did not consider tho birth of-her firstborn to bo unusual. She never hesitated to 
refer to Joseph as tho father of Jesus* ("Behold, thy father and I have sought 
thee sorrowing"*) Furthermore, if she had considered his birth to be supernatural,

At .all times the fact should be kept in mind that Matthew was writing from a 
Jewish point of view, .and 'in so doing, ende.avored to point that Jesus fulfilled 
Hebrew Prophc-cy, Ho referred to Isa.;> 7,14 ("Behold a virgin shall conceive, and. 
boar a son, and shall call his name Emmanuol") in support of the birth as he re­
corded it* It may bo noted that in Hebrew tho word "virgin" means nothing more 
than .a young marriageable won.an# When the Soptuagent pas .written, the Grook mind 
probably conceived of virgin in .a 'new light, and it nay bo that Matthew was influ­
enced by this coloring* Moreover, Hebrew belief did not include any virgin birth 
theqry» Family life was exalted; virginity was not a thing to bo desired* Greek 
thought with its godnan relations may have provided some sort of .an incentive for 
this, concept®

On the affirmative side, 1.  
the Virgin Birth occur in the gospels of ?.iatthow and Lukco 
of tho suporna.turual birth-, tho pl; 
tho residence of Jesus (Nazareth)* 
story being told in Matthew-s case from Joseph-s side, .and in Luke? 
Mary-s side* ... In Matthew we have the description of tho visit of the magi, the 
massacre of the innocents, and tho flight into Egypt® 1 1. ... ’.1
tho host, 
'including tho prophecy of Simeon .and Anna-,

These differences would seem to indicate that no one common birth narrative 
was in possession of those writorso At the same .tine it may affirm that the theory 
of the Virgin Birth is older than cither, as well as independent of both*



CHAPEL WORSHIP
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All hymns should, ho sung standing unless the Liturgist indicates otherwise2. a

So
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Chairman of Worship Connittoo© »

In thd end;, it remains for each believer to formulate his own opinion of the 
conception of Jesusc In doing this certain factors should be kept in mind0 In dis- 
cussing the birth stories- no should remember that they have little bearing on the 
ministry of Jesusn Hie mission and message arc affected little by the nature of 
his birthr consequently we need not feel bound to accept then in one form or .an­
other on the basis of validating JcsusA existence^ There .are those who arc of the 
opinion that if we make Jesus tire product of a hundred per cent human birth, he 
will be of greater moaning to usf. because so being;, ho shares all the aspects of 
.a normal human origin- and thus has more in common with us, At any rate, the im­
portant thing is the divinity of Christ, and the Virgin Birth is in no way con­
nected with it, unless we regard the divinity as material. Mary*s virginity is 
too physical a basis for Christ’s holiness,, "The crowning evidence of the div­
inity of Christ is that in yielding ourselves to him we find God,’1 (G.E0 Horr^ 
The true miracle is not the virgin body of Mary, but the virgin soul of Jesus.

In the use of the Apostles?' Creed the words "rose ag~in from the dead" 
should be used instead of "rose from the deado"

1 <
- THE VIRGIN BIRTH Continued.

■why would she have joined his brothers in attempting to restrain his activity, con­
vinced of the fact that ho was possessed by demons? Moreover,, it is logical to 
assume that she would have informed John the Baptist, and later the apostles, con­
cerning Jesus? birtho The etdd.onco seems quite conclusive that Mary regarded the. 
birth of Jesus as a normal event,, Finally what good would the absence of a physi­
cal father do in the presence of a physical noi'isr?

4. The Liturgist should provide the organists with full information regarding 
the mechanics of his service at least one day before the 
service is scheduled,

5. All amens should be sung with the exception 
of the Confession .and the Lord-s Prayers

6. The versicles "Praise ye the Lord" and "The
Lord be with you" should be used in their appropriate 
positions as introductions to praise and prayer 
respectively,,

7O General pr.ayers should be said standing or 
kneeling.

8, It is suggested that all choir members bo 
suitably attired.

For sometime the feeling has been expressed by individuals to members of the 
Worship Committee that sone sort of a norm or standard should be sot up for the 
chapel services. The Worship Committee felt that the need expressed by the indi­
viduals was genuine and appointed a committee composes of John Zinn and Grant 
Harrity to draw up a list of reconnendationsQ The recommendations they pro­
posed, and all of which were passed by the Committee on Worship arc listed below. 
It should be noted that the below are merely recommendations, and that the com­
mittee has no desire to infringe upon the liberty of any freedom-loving soulj

If the Confession is used in the service it should be said knodling.-
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Joseph Huntley,
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