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Somewhere 

In the moving midst 

Of the faceless, nameless crowd, 

One face looks up, 

catching from the corner of his eye 

The faint glimmer of. a bright new star. 

Another face joins him, 

And still another, 

And another; 

And raised hands 

Faces, eyes, fingers and arms 

Pointed toward the shining source of identity; 

· Oriented a,nd guided. 

Shining smiles, ·sparkling tears _of joyJ; 

Finding meaning, 

Knowing that the sta~.reflected an even brighter 
presence than itself. 

But, 

Too soon, 

The light fades, 



Its own illuminaticn the source of its burning'out. 

And 

As it.dims, 

The hands drop, 

The eyes close, 

The smiles vanish 

The faces turn towards the ground. 

And 

The faceless, nameless crowd 

Moves slowly on. 

But somewhere, there re~ins a spark, 

A gleam, 

In the hearts, 

'In the eyes 

In the minds 

Of the few who dared to look up 

And dared to smile 

And_dared to reflect the brightness 
~-, 

Of one shining star. 

- James Moyer 
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AN URGENT PIBA FOR PRA.Y.2:R AND ACTION 

§ .EDITOR'S NO.TE i The re
1
gular text of tnis article is taken from -

thP. newsletter of Episcopal, Churchmen for South Africa, 14 ~est 11th 
Street, New York, N. Y., 10011, dated October .12, 1976.. The group 
is ~r::tively seeking freedom for the oppressed peoples of S.outh , 
Africa. - " · 1' 

To: Seminary Corn..1nmi ty 
From1 Loyde'H. Hartley 
Rei South Africa , 

The a:'ttached sheet tells the (story of Lekgau Macaulay Mathabathe, 
a close pernonal friend of June Chabaku, an LTS ·student. We ask 
for your prayers ana action as suggeste1d on this form_. 

"Lekgau Macaulay Mathabathe is th~ principal of the Morris Isaac-
son High School in Soweto, South 'A..frica. 1 

He was .detainea by the security branch of the South African police 
on the 18th August 1976, and has been held incommunicado ever since. / 

Word has been received that IVIr. Mathabathe has been 'severly beaten 
and is suffering f'rom a possible brai;n concussion and.other major 
injuri~s which he sustained ~hile in "tl;le harids of the security police. 
There is a more recent. report that he ~ay be dead. 

. The. RAND DAILY MAIL of Johannesburg writes that security police : 
General Michael\Geldenhuys declared that Mr. Mathabathe is 'alive 
and well.' Ms. Mathabathe twice on 8 October,was refused permission 
to s.ee .her husband when she went to John Vorster Square police .. head-
qv.arters in Johannesburg. · · . ' '. 

Many of the leaders of the student uprising which began in Sowe~o 
on 16 June attended Morris Isaacson. !As principal of this showplace 
high school, Mr. Mathabathe was· suspect in the e'yes of a fearful and 
vengful Pretoria regime. The DAILY JYIAIL sa-&:s that several1days 
before his detention, Mr. Mathabathe revealed the police were asking 
him of the whereabouts of the 19-year-old president of the 1 Students. 
,Representative Council of Soweto, Tsietsi Mashinini. Mr. Mashinini 
-eluded the South African Police for ,month.s before leaving the country. __ 
}{e is now in London - after having had difficulty with the British 
government ~hich at first refused him.~ntry. He should shortly come ' 
to the Un~te~ States, though similar problems with the American gov­
ernment will doµbtless ·arise. 

The So~uth African security police are in· charge of interrogat-ing, -
political prisoners. Ele'ctric shock treatment, excruciatingly pain­
ful 1 trussing up, water torture, constant questionning, prolonged and 
ingenious beatings, enforced sleeplessness are their standard methods. 
South_African laws - ,the Terrorism Act, the Internal Security Act and 
others - protect the police from any access to prisoners by the 
courts, attorneys, the cle-rgy and the families and friends. Count­
less South Africans and people of Namibia - the United Nations terri-

,- tory'~llegally occup~ed by the Pretoria regime - bear witness - and 
scars - of their time at the hands of the security police. 

Mr.\ Mathabathe is 51 years old, and he and his wife have six 
children - five daughters ages 10 _to 22, 'and a 16~year-old son. He 
is chairman of the Soweto High Schools Principals Union and an exec­
uti vc member of the African Teachers Association: of,SouthAfrica. He 
is associated with many civic and educational organizations,' and is 
chail'.'m.an of a ,committee planning for', a school for physically han,di­
capped young, p'eople in .Soweto. He is a. member of the Anglican Church. 

· Mr. Mathabathe toured,the USA in April and May of 1975 as a guest 
of the .Jl.merican government under its International Visitors program •. 
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WHAT YOU CJl.N DO 

- Demand .that Secretary of State Henry Kissinger conf:con.~ South 
African Prime Minister Balthazar Johannes Vorster on Mr~ i.VIathabath8 
and all those 1n detention. (phone: 202-655-4000; Washington, D~G~~ 
20520) . 

- Contact your Senators. (phone: 202-224-3121; Washington, D.C., 
20510) I. 

Contact your Congresspeople. (phone: 202-224-3121; Washington, 
D.C., 20515) . 
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OUR LOVE IS WITH YOU ••• 

. Last Saturday, Dr •. Eng.lert's' father died. Let us remember "Doc" 
and his family in our prayers and with our love and support during 
this time of personal loss. God bless you1 Dr. Englert. 
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