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Dr. Don Yoder 
Note: This article concludes our series 
based on the lectures given at the 1951 
F & M Institute of Religion. -Editor

bush meeting people than 
Allentown or Lancaster. 
' roach the Golden Gates, 
waiting angels sing their 

loved

When Methodism invaded the Pennsyl­
vania Dutch Country, shortly after the 
American Revolution, a whole series of 
new and native American churches 
arose, to complicate and enrich tho 
denominational groups, including the 
United Brethren, the Evangelicals, tho 
Church of God folk, the United Christ­
ians, the United Zion’s Children, and 
the Mennonite Brethren in Christ, wore 
Methodist in policy and spirit, but 
German in tongue. As I like to put it, 
"The hands were Esau's, but the voice 
was Jacob's."

In the decade 1800-1810 those Penn­
sylvania Ditch revivalists appropriat­
ed unto themselves the "camp mooting" 
which has singed its fury way across 
the Appalachians from Cano Ridge, Ken­
tucky, and soon became a established 
evangelistic institution in tho East 
as well as tho West and South, Only in 
the Pennsylvania Dutch Country wo re­
named it the "bush meeting."

Out of the "bush meeting" has ccmo 
an equally fascinating American hybrid- 
the Pennsylvania Ditch spiritual, Gor­
man or Pennsylvania Dutch in language, 
but American as mush and milk in con­
tent and music. Tho familiar choruses 
of the South and West, shouted into 
the air by "happy" Methodists and Bap­
tists, were translated into "Dutch" 
for our people. "0 Lord, send us a 
blessing," sung to the infoctious "0 
dear, what can the matter bo?", is 
still

way, now and then mpunting the Old 
Chariot and rolling over the Devil, or 
crossing the wide waters in the Old 
Ship of Zion - all in the richest, 
purest Pennsylvania Dutch possible^ At 

the great Jordan 
the 
the 

now

people. ’ 
" sung to 

what can the 
reverberating throughout South­

eastern Pennsylvania as, "0 Ha, schenk 
uns die Gnadi!" And the Negro spirit­
ual about Martha and Mary going to 
ring "then charming bells", which peal 
forth the refrain "Free Grace and ly­
ing Love", has become in Pennsylvania, 
"Freie Gnad. unondllche Lieb."

Among the songs which I have gath­
ered from the "bush meeting" folk of 
ten southeastern counties, there are 
songs of invitation and warning, which 
invite the sinner to "Come to Jesus" 
or attempt to scare him from sporting 
on the brinfc. of everlasting woe. Oth­
ers are pilgrim songs, and in them we 
see the white-clad, palm-waving pil­
grims (Pennsylvania Dutch Farmers in 
disguise) marching along the narrow

last the great Jordan (or as we call 
it, the "Yadden") is reached, and ac­
ross the river twinkle the lights of 
tho now Jorusalom-a city whose geog­
raphy and street-plan were more famil­
iar to 
Reading 
Finally they 
and as tho i 
"Welcome Homo", loved ones usher tho 
pilgrims into tho heavenly homeland.

Tho themes aro of course tho same 
as those of tho white spiritual of the 
southern highlands, as recorded and 
studied by Georgo Pullen Jackson. They 
aro similar also to the Negro spirit­
uals, except, as I have pointed out on 
several occasions, tho Pennsylvania 
Dutchman did not face the blind alley 
which awaited tho Negro slave. Henco 
ho did not sing of chariots swinging 
low to remove him from an impossible 
situation, and his tunes were there­
fore rarely minor. But he walked and 
worked with the confidence that some­
how he was working out his salvation, 
in fear and trembling, and the work as 
well as the reward was part of the 
whole pattern.

Let ds then recognize the contribu­
tion Eastern Pennsylvania has made to 
American hymnody in these unpretent­
ious yet charming "bush meeting" spir­
ituals’. They are undoubtedly the only 
significant native contribution which 
Pennsylvania made to Christian hymnody 
before tho advent of the "gospel song" 
in the days after the Civil flSr. And 
even here the spirituals led naturally 
into the "gospel song" period, for it 
was men like Lorenz, Baltzell 
Hoffman, who grew up in the 
meeting" denominations, who wrote some 
of the most popular-gospel songs pro­
duced by Pennsylvanians. Certainly, 
compared with native American Lutheran 
and Reformed hymnody, the contribution 
of the "bush meeting" 
accorded first place.
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"I cannot understand you,” said the 
spinster’s nephew, "you seem so happy 
and contented, and yet I've been under 
the impression that unmarried ladies 
usually are grouchy and Irritable." 
"Wall," she explained smilingly, "I've 
got a fireplace that smokes, a parrot 
that swears, a cat that stays out half 
the night, and a dog that barks. What 
more do I want?"

- Collected from Sunshine Magazine 
by Jack Busier

Neighbor; (Angrily) - "Professor, I’m 
surprised to hear that your chickens 
have been over the wall scratching up 
my garden,"

Professor: (Dignified)-"My dear sir, 
that can hardly be regarded as a phe­
nomenon, If your garden had'come over 
the wall and scratched my chickens, I 
could have understood your astonish­
ment,"

for a note of general interest 
i recent past: Rev, William 

Class of ’45, arrived home
China mission field last

to a i 
evening 
Pleasant 
Rev, 
tor.

Cur own Ma sat oshi Ogasawara (Ogie) 
will be featured in piano concert at 4 
p.m. next Sunday, April 29th, in St. 
Paul’s Church, Lancaster,

At 1:30 p.m. the next day, chapel 
period, Dr. Silas P, Bittner, secret­
ary and treasurer of the board of Pen­
sions and Relief, will address the 
student body,

Tire Safe Harbor picnic grounds will 
be the scene of the Society of Inquiry 
Spring Party on Wednesday, May 2nd.

Thursday, May 3rd, Horace T. Allen, 
representing the Presbyterian Minist­
ers’ Fund, will visit the Seminary be­
ginning at 1 p.m. He will be available 
for consultation in the Board Room 
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o
are asked to contribute 

the World Student Service 
week, let us remember that 

is no limit to the demands laid 
fellow Christians, while we 

asked to give relatively little. 
Christian students in China are 

invaluable. Will you give five dollars 
toward keeping them alive and in 
school?

last issue of the Seminar- 
was a brief account of the 
conditions faced by the 

Theological students in 
question was raised as to 

whether there is anything we can do to 
help them. There is something we can 
do.

All of us are aware of the growing 
tensions which are increasing the dis­
tance between the U.S. and China. The 
U.S. is throwing up barriers for China 
and China is doing the same for , the 
U.S. This makes it difficult for the 
Christians
to help each other.

We could very easily recognize this 
difficulty, shake our heads, express 
our regrets for our unfortunate breth­
ren and try to forget about them. Such 
actions are scarcely in accord with 
what we profess. Fortunately, in Bri­
tish controlled Hong-Kong, there is a 
friend of Chinese Christian students 
in the person of Bishop Hall. Bishop 
Hall has distributed World Student 
Service Fund aid to needy students for 
many years. At present he is conduct­
ing a campaign in Hong-Kong to raise 
funds to assist students both in Hong- 
Kong and inside China, specifically at 
Hua Chung College. Supporting the re­
lief work of Bishop Hall is worth our 
best efforts

When 
funds 
Fund 
there 
upon our 
are 
The

The softball season is in full sway 
Seminites have carded a busy 
in the F & M Intramural Dea­

ths competition has been 
torrid and the boys from Richards Hall 
have displayed a good brand of ball 
despite the 1-3 record. With just a 
few breaks the standings might be re­
versed.

After the initial contest which the 
Seminites dropped 14-11 to Chi Phi, 
they continued their losing streak by 
bowing to Delta Sig, 7-5. Mel Palmer 
was on the hill and was the victim of 
a couple of very tough breaks in this 
close contest. There was no great dis­
play of power fran the Seminites in 
this battle.

The Seminary Students 
ves proud, however, as 
previously undefeated ! 
bright recorded the 
guns 
Glatfelter 
bases loaded to 
punch of Rader's 
round-tripper.

But the Serainites fell back into 
bad luck in the next game as they were 
victimized by Phi Kappa Sig in extra 
innings. The frat, boys did it 6-5 
in overtime with Palmer losing another 
heartbreaker.

When the boys hit their stride 
there will be quite a few more wins 
recorded. Good Luck to them.
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They are collecting old clothes 

for Japan, and the campaign is on 'til 
May 5. A box has been placed in t' e 
ping-pong room to receive all your 
contributions.

The last meeting of the 
take place on May 19. This 
will be in the form of a picnic 

at Kitty Dunn’s 
All the

Everything turns green 
spring, the trees, bushes, 
jewelry, and the grass, 
the grass.

very
"Turn it loose, 

She did.
It headed
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women will 
gathering 

to be 
held at Kitty Dinn’s grandparents’ 
home. All the women of the Seminary 
are invited to attend, plus any extra 
husbands, children, dogs, cats or what 

It will be the last get-to- 
girls, so lot1s

around the 
As a matter 
minute and 
th ink 
bit too far.

know what Dad is going to 
lawn mower since Ann ob- 
control it. But that 

1 me so much. Do you
I can sell

also climb so 
for the door 

It was a race to see.
was nip and tuck. Nip went the 

and tuck went Sandy’s tail.
and she tried 

She made it 
just as the lawn mower ran up her 
and crashed into the kennel.
stopped the motor.

I don’t 
do with that 
viously can’t i 
doesn’t bother 
know where 
bird dog?

the office of the 
Cleveland, Ohio.

If any members of the Seminary fam­
ily have any old clothes they wish 
bo rid of, the women of 
will be elad 
hands.

The women of the Seminary had their 
April meeting at the home of Colleen 
Gockley on April 16. Dr. Dunn was the 
guest speaker. He gave an excellent 
talk on the background of the Evangel­
ical and Reformed Church. Dr. Dunn had 
several charts on which were drawn the 
various stages of development and grow­
th of the Church up to its present 
form. The women are very grateful to 
Dr. Dunn for his helpful talk on the 
growth of their Church.

On April 17, Miss Florence Part­
ridge spoke to the women of the Semin­
ary about the work of the Women's 
Guild in the Church. I am sure all of 
those who hoard her realise how impor­
tant the work is which she and the ot­
her staff members are doing. To the 
women who did not hear Miss Partridge, 
might I pass on an important bit ot 
information which she kept stressing -

Women's Guild is in

morning, Dad 
the power lawn 

very patiently explained how 
machine worked, 
handles in Ann’s 

calmly climbed a tree.
one acre 
of fact it 
twenty-six 

the throttle was
As the lawn mower passed 

dangerously close to the base of the 
tree Did was in, he yelled, "slow it 
down, slow it down." Ann took hold of 
the throttle and just as she did, she 
stumbled. This brought the throttle 
out even farther. Away it went. The 
farther it went, the more the throttle 
was pulled out since this was the only 
thing she was holding to. The more 
the throttle was pulled out the faster 
it went. I didn’t time it but I don’t 
believe it took a minute 
six seconds to get around 
Perched in the very top i

. Dad yelled, 
loose 
not stop, 
rose bushes 
It headed for the dog kennels 
the open door it roared.
other end of the lot lay my bird dog, 
Sandy. She looked up lazily and yawn­
ed. Nothing seems to bother her since 
my cousin gave her a hot foot with a 

■ blow torch. On roared the lawn mower.
Again sho yawned. I was biting my 
nails when she stopped out of the way 
very smoothly. The mower turned. 
Sandy looked a bit worried. She be­
gan walking but the mower zigged when

in the 
Christmas 

and the grass. Especially 
Now I don't- mind thu grass 

putting on a new color, 
have to get so big about it. 
is the way it is every year.

and grows. The grass in the 
has been up for some time and 

at home are having growing 
That is, there are a lot of 

pains caused by the 
Take my lawn 
has already 
Dad sharpens 
at the first sight of the green grass. 
This causes him much pain but not near 
so much as it does my sister, Ann, who 
cuts the grass. This spring when my 
Dad put the lawn mower into shape and 
uttered his French command to "mow de 
lawn," Ann rebel 1'”’. She refused to 
push that old thrasher another two 
feet. Very thoughtfully, my father 
bought a power lawn mower for my sis­
ter. Somehow I don’t think this is 
going to work out so well. I'll tell 
you why.

Nevin Feather and I went to the Old 
North State the ther week-end seeking 
employment. As I mentioned above, the 
grass has been up for some time in the 
South. On 
started the 
mower, 
the 
the


