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Response to an Editorial: 

In reading your editorial, directed primarily to me, in last 
vveek' s issue of the Seminarian, my first reaction was to leave it be, 
to make no response. Houever, after rethinking that course of action 
and the circumatances involved I determined a responsible reply on 
my part was in order. 

I would like to thank you for coming forward ';d.th an. &dmisbion 
and apology for the r few words' as you called them in an earlier-issue. 
I believe I called the;m a 'literary threat', I suppose it's all in 
your interpretation. Anyway, th~ n'r. you for that act, though I can 
assure you it was not the traumat~c or tribulating experience for me 
as you might have feared. 

Also, I sincerely hope you•ve been honest i,rith yourself as to 
how you orignally responded to the poem. I was rather surprised to 
read that you were struck by the humor of it when I reflect in the 
light of all the occuring dymamics which came in response to that poem. 
I only suggest, be true to yourself and your feelings. 

! rmuld conclude here with thanks again, however, you made sev­
eral points besides your apology nhich I also feel a responsibility to 
respond to, if for no other reason than to more clearly define certain 
gray areas. 

We•ve raised a very interesting issue here concerning the notion 
of the SBminarian being a professional publication. In my earlier 
letter I made several statements refering to the professional 
responsibility f the Seminarian and I still hold to that notio~ 
I totally agree 1lith your point that what you print is not necessarily 
professional in nature, however, by the very is.ct that you do collect, 
edit, organize, lay out, print and distribute thaa materjal makes the 
Seminarian, as the voice of the Lancaster Theological -seminary 
community, a professional publication and it should be hendled in like 
manner. 

I would like to add here, in looking over this last issue, I can 
see a more professional attitude reflected in the paper. Keep up the 
good vmrk, it is appreciated. Let me also inject here that I, along 
with the rest of the Seminary community, are nell aware of the work 
and time you the staff contribute, age.in, thanks. 

Now to another gray area; concerning the question of the use of 
your initials, you misunderstood my point. I was not objecting to 
your use of anyone elses use of initials as the authorship of an art­
icle. My point of concern \las over the fact that I rranted my p6Gm 
authored vri th an initial and not my spelled out name. This fact was 
ignored by the staff and thus my name rras spelled out; thus my inclig­
nation, thus my reference to the use of your initials, not that I'm 
opposed to initialed articles but that m;r: initialed article was change 
yfi thout my per ission. 'fhis agai.n gets · ack to the notion of the 
professionalism of the publication; not the professionalism of the 

(continued page 2) 
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material contained therein but rather the 
professionalism as to how that material is 
handled. I hope that clarifies the ques­
tion of the initials, please return RMV 
IF you so desire, just allow me the right 
to sign my articles SMS if I so desire. 

To my next area of concern; you made 
a very valid point concerning the writers 
responsibility for his written word. In 
this area I must admit, I was perhaps a 
bit negligant, for I never intended nor ex­
pected the enraged responses I recieved 
fl'Om a few mwmbers of the Seminary com­
munity. I had pretested my product by 
reading it to a number of different people 
I recieved only positive feedback from 
those preliminary readings and so it was 
submitted for publication. 

I agree with your point that, minus 
the notion of humor, the words of my poem 
are rather harsh, however, ! would be 
willing to say they were not »ear as harsh 
as many of the graphic metaphors in your 
poetry. The difference though I can see 
is that you interpreted those harsh terms 
as direct attacks to yourself, personaily. 

You did not and probably couldn't sep­
erate the poetry from the poet and thus, 
the feeling of direct attack and the equal 
return ofharsh salvo's on your part in 
reference to me as, "narrow eyed", "lack­
ing a nose", "lacking emotion", "being a 
fool" and "pG>ssessing an empty soul". I 
hopv we have pasted that poir.t. 

Another point: I have e~pathy with 
your feeling disturbed when you suspect 
someone to be telling you how to be you. 
That is the role of 'big brother', not 
your big brother in Christ. 

In looking over the last few papa­
graphs of your letter I see again the iss~ 
or perhaps mL:mr•derst~nding <Yvca.· the pro­
fessic:iaU.sm of the Seminarian. It l.s 
an int.~re:;ting qu~sl:ion. Perhaps we can 
disc-;.iss it sor.1et::.oe at mon~ lenght in per 
son and not furth~r burden the Seminary 
community with our dialogue. 

2 

I hope &nd bel9eve this whole exp­
erience has been a growing one for all 
involved. Again, thankyou for the let­
ter and if your publisher prints that 
poem I want my share of the royalties. 

Is all this letter writing how 
Erasmus gvot started? 

Scott M. Sanders 

THE CONTINUEING STROY OF 
REV. SIDNEY SPELLING 

SUPER PASTOR 
CHAPTER 7 

Remorse set in. Deep powerful 
tear ·wrenching feelings began to sp.as::n 
through my body. Fighting to get a grip 
on myself, I pulled over to the side of 
the street, my hands trembling about 
in jerks, frantically searching for 
mymy handkerchief. Lord knows what ~earl 
and sniffles can do to stain a ten-dol­
lar tie. Over and over again I said to 

. myself, "why Mr. Jenkins? Why he and 
not I?" Immediately recognizing the 
symptoms of a serious provlem, $od led 
me to see myself in stark reality; a 
snivling, driveling mess of confused 
humanity; a mere shadow of the man who 
only 2 hours ago had miraculously healed 
a contrary printing press. Dau~ing at 
my eyes, my blurred vision became clear, 
as if I could se~ not only my surround­
ings but twenty, thirty and even forty 
miles down the ro~d. I didn't need to 
look more th~n 4 ft however, as when 
I had come to a stop, my right fror.t 
bumper was resting snuggly against a 
large wooden sien, which &ad been invis­
ible to my former blind self. 

DOCTOR MADGE MINDBENDER MD PhD ' , ~ 
PSYCHIATRIST 

Piece by pie.ce, I inched to the 
door, hdf pushint;, half dragging 
my sh"lttered psyche. Gathering my !.nst 
bit of strength, I burst through tile doo1 
itlto the waiting room. My voice oqueekeC: 

(CONT PAGC: 3) 
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That's right folis, it's that time 
ag2iu. So let's get your act together 9 

( s rm.•;:;y c cxyr.) 

out t~1rou(h G;y teeth as if i:cy rncut'•, :Ia.s 

1 ined ~Ji t:1 sound ;:roofing:~ rny ~-:·ore's 2ch­

nin~ ~nf ;ouaclin~ i~ my ~ead wntil 1 lIBS 

ant~ c:et cown on /:->Ur ~:k:a:Js and k,1ee:;: convinced that more ri.oise i-1as esce.'Jr•?: 

a..':1.(1 pull out .the old Sim:i_na:rLn1's frcm throw-)1 t-:1y ears :rn_d no~e tl-·.2::• r~y :1 .2,rfi~c:<c:. 

this ~/ea.r from t~r1~!t~r your be:J. 9 or (~re·ss~r Vif!eI) r:;e~ ~: "aas ;~11 I crr:.:.l:..J c~a:i.::.l~>~ ·~··2f'.)j:'~ 

er wherever you t~:1re·u th2ra after you I 1"' '"'"'-! -;Y1to ., r<>al·· o·F to'"~l ·.1 o-.~·, ,,,,..,.,, , ~•; .,:>.__l. ·-- ~L - '·· • - \. \..C:.J. . ..- .• -..-\... -~- _o.J._. !;I 

re2.d them. . For· the j ud:~es hc.ve handed 
clown their verdict and ~:!ere is the )~est, 

I mean ::!!!TY J?es t 9 of ~-1ha t i;-ms published­
this year in our ~roud 0ublication. 

(one to ~-~1e volume of uiaterial received 

·this year there may tea few cateeories 
that ciidri1t appear l&st year. Fear not, 

ue ·want to s:ive credit where credit is 

cue.) 

~est Series of ~rticles; There t~s a 

tight race be~raen Tyson Prey for ~is 
[Yrofou . .._hmri;_ on i ·:::van·;:;elisrn:· ('.A~:'.L1-

~ing in the ~ov. 5~ 197~ issue) and 
Father ";3d for 1_\iS .;:p_l i::lrtenh,~·. :?or':: 

~soDe Jasic Vrinci~als o~ the S?iritual 
Life. :i.fter t:iv.e ·consi<lerat:to·~i. 9 i:-Je 

chose Tyson Frey ~s the victor. :..ft2-r 

all 9 it \!BS you t'.-<c::t r_~ro ':H?d Fiat J.:· 

s:J'J t .L~--... our e('..:i_ t·.:'i~::-:1.al 't.10;~, 't·J~:J.-r"!' t it Ty? 

':.est .rti.cle; Tb:Ls l'd<:.l'-,:'_t:tousl:,.r ,_.,ent to 

t,1e j_·ride)th report::.\.lf' a:f CoG. Shaffer 

c~r1 t!"'l.~ Ii·aJi't1;./.S o:( .:T~~.e LTS Conli::'~trnit·~7g: 7 

T11is 1,ri~)~t r!.'~~:J .:1n.t~1ro·. ologist .:l~s su.re 
to n&k2 it Lii:_. i_;1 ~i:l_s ::-iel1}. The .corticlP. 

•..•• 1. ·; cac.1 c•(; found in t~e rct~ber 2~ editio~ 

o c t! e Ss1niD_s.ri.~~·r: or :..n th0 OCt" ~(:- 1 3·~:{:1 
edit:1..·:r~~ ~~: ..T.l:ua. Jov.r·2.-.c·.1. n:~ t1"r~ Eart~ ... 7 s - -.....,.___ _.,, ____ --· ---··-
' el-i.2).Cc•_s, C-: 0 tTf.c: ever con~s ;:J_rstL -------
:~est 3c1i t0ri.:r.l ~ Tiis 2F;,:rC: v;::cs ;J. TOl' 

one. -.,,vt- ne ,-1ec·i .;e--i ·"C) .- iv"' ·it to T;-, 
• - .' I...; • -"--'• I_ ,, .... • .. .-- ~ :1·- tW ->-L!. 

for his , .. ,,___,_ "To t:,., 3~~ tor 71 
- . .. - .... .,~ ~-- J.. . ~ . - ..• ·- - • Haas 

~hile the title isn t too creative~ hi~ 
1v:mc:sty aD.c1 db~_U_t~l to 11'2:-.e ns thh-1I·. 

·~·:as 5.··;·t0·2c<l i~n.pressive" T~!1.s 't·.:ror~-'~ ca·n 

L2 fouad in the Pebruary ?S, eJition. 
I - . 

'T'hG.·~1~· s Jivi.. 'You sr::e~ \:je do -s~r~·;'. rei:.i.2te 
''Oil •·rr>gi··\, .. e-1''"'S ) ) ·- ... ·- .... ~ ........... .;._, " . 
,-.. ,,~ .. ·'-'-ci·;.c>n '""ids aT·7'·r-1. IJlt-?·.!11.ffiOUSly ~~.N:S 
-1~ - ... l,.. - -- r ··- ., l . - _. .,, ..... _ t. 
to Se~r: ;i ,-- l_rip(·!:i .;:or ·;-_\is c1elicious tJOT.\: 

:Jas S:)Jr;_ey §,_;elling ~Li.all;,' 1-ost :'.t? 

")ill Dr. r;L'1dbender Le ai:•le to s::-Ne hL;.',' 

Pait till next year '1nd see. 

A".. - . 
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nold Fashionisd Schism Cookies." 
Accepting the award for :Mr. Arian is 
John Dalles. As you proba:)ly remember~ 

this creative piece was put into circu­
lation in the November 19 issur. 
Best Reportingg Again there was heavy 
competition in this fe ld. Steve FaiT 
almost won it for his fine work in 
"Dateline Lancaster;' found in the early 
issues. As well 9 Jeff Dick allmos t 
won for his informative work in the a·.r · 
ticles on the inside working of the sec 
and the Executive Cabinet. However 9 

after due consi<leration9 we gave the 
award to the Soda Machine for it's 
highly creative work on keeping us 
posted on the really important things, 
such as the price of the soda pop 
in the PRC. These articles can be 

found in the Oct. 22 and Nov. 12 
issues. 
Best Short Story~ The award went to our 
ever greatly talented editor for his 
work "A Short Story'' found in the Dec. 
17 issue. Well Don 9 While the title 
laczs a bit, the story was fantastic. 
Thanks for sharing it with us. 
Best Play~ There was only one 9 so the 
choice was easy enough. The awaTd 
goes to Ern~i Schaffer for his well 
remembered work 9 nrn A Jerusalem Tavernn 
published in the March 21 9 1980 issue. 
Thanks Ernie. 
Best Poem9 This award goes to Nike Vau 
ghan for the memorial poem entitled 
11There Was One 77 found in the Dec. 17 9 

1979 issue. 
Best Fictional Series~ This award goc.s 
to the creators of the run-on story of 
"Rev. Sidney Spelling 9 Super Pastor". 
The staff of the Semina:dan, who ~JOrked 
ha-::-d and long to bring you this combined 
effort dis$erves the applause. (boooo 
hissssssss) 
Best Cartoon9 This a~\'ard goes to the. 
incomparable Todd Pennell for his 
hume::c0u~ yet rea l:ts tic por tr a ya l of t~he 

ene:.~gy r..runch: f: effect on Christ.m[~S .t 

fpund in the D0c: o 17 9 1079 ~cii t.t0!1 of 

the Seminarian. Good work To<ld. 
Best Plea for Support~ Again the Editor 
is awarded for his fine beggin~ ability 
found int!Pe "Second Straight Weekly 
Appeal 11 in the February 15 9 1980.issue. 
With such ho;i.(?.St ·11himpering 9 it:'s ha::-d 
to understa.nd how we got such stn.rnge 
response. 
nest Filleq This effort was perhaps 
the most astounding 9 yet creative work 
the Seminarian has published. Creative 
in that it gell under the cat~gorie of 
Editroial Staff. Astound~ng in that 
it was true. The award go~s to Don and 
Judy for the announcement of their 
marriage. Some Filler!!!! (March 21, 
1980) 
There are two SPECIAL AWARDS this ye?:r. 
First, the award for the best all 
around performance on these pages, 
better kno:m as the triple cro;;m 9 ls 
given to Ron Parks 9 Pho 11 s poetry 9 sher!: 
story, and cute little annou~cement/ 
articles earned him the big title. Gr­
rrrreat Job Ron!!! We really appriciat0 
your stuff. Keep it coming. 
The other spe~ial awrd is for the most 
persistant/least appriciated work of 
the year. As you probably remember 9 

Marc Wessels won it last year. This 
year~ the award goes to the entire stf.1.fi 

of the Seminarian who's persintance 
through out this entire year 9 inspit~ 

of a hr:?f respit in the post Easter 
period 9 brought you this fine pub­
lication through the on ~laught of test, 
physical distance 9 <md at times 
physical ailment~ w~1ile remaining tl1~ 

least appriciatec1 group of staff pe~·001u 
on campus. We take this time to p2t 
ourselves en the back. (pat pat pat) 

So there you have it gang. The vcyy 
best of the S-2minarian. Pl~a2~ exc.nse 
the lateness of this edition and the 
variou3 references to dates that happ~ne 
over a month ago. We uerc &'et back 
a bit with some academic rc3ponsibility. 


