
 

Let us Pray: 

Lord, we come before you as your people longing for peace.         

The world around us clamors for our attention and we are often 

confused by the messages we hear.  You hear every prayer no 

matter how small or how quietly we pray. 

Help us to listen for your still small voice when the noise 

of everything else thunders around us every day. 

Remind us of your loving kindness reflected in the words and 

lives of those around us. Remind us that we are your hands and 

feet in the world as we combine to share the light of your love 

with others. 

Show us compassion when we are hurt, love when we are 

afraid, joy when we live as you ask of us. With all that we 

are and all that we long to be, we thank you, Lord! Amen 

 

Sending Song:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247, vs 3,4) 

 

Sending Prayer: 

God, for whom we wait with expectation, you hold both 

heaven and earth in your hand. You hope with us for 

peace in our hearts, peace among families, peace among 

churches, and peace among nations. Shine the light of 

your love over and through us as we strive to live the life 

of peace in the midst of the everyday, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Let us pray:  Sovereign God, we pray that your kingdom 

would come into this world of violence and suffering, 

that your reign of justice would put an end to injustice, 

that your reign of love would banish fear and hate, and 

that we, who have been called to follow Jesus, might give 

ourselves to doing justice, to loving kindness, and to 

walking humbly with you, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who proclaimed and lived within your kingdom.  Amen. 

peace 
Advent Meditation 

 

 

                                                

Welcome to this first week of 

Advent.  Today we begin our 

Advent journey with readings from 

Isaiah, a journey being taken by 

many congregations in this country 

as well as by our Lutheran brothers 

and sisters in Peru and the Central 

African Republic.   

What do Isaiah’s words teach us 

during this season of “great 

expectation” as we await joy and 

delight in the birth of God’s Son, 

Jesus?  Even in the midst of words of 

warning and repentance, Isaiah 

offered words of peace, hope, joy, 

and promise.  

 

Preparing our hearts for worship: 

Even though we live in a world beset by war, 

poverty, and unrest, with great expectation we 

long to walk in the light of God’s peace today. 



 

 

Gathering Song:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace (ELW 247, vs 1, 2) 

 

Psalm 122 (read responsively) 

I was glad when they said to me, 

   ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’ 

Our feet are standing 

   within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem—built as a city 

   that is bound firmly together.  

To it the tribes go up, 

   the tribes of the LORD. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

   ‘May they prosper who love you.                          

Peace be within your walls, 

   and security within your towers.’ 

For the sake of my relatives and friends 

   I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’  

For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,                        

I will seek your good. 

Women worship in the CAR 

 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah                

and Jerusalem.  

In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

   and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it.  

   Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

   to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  

He shall judge between the nations, 

   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

   neither shall they learn war any more.  

O house of Jacob, 

   come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 

Meditation 

Origami peace cranes distributed to the 

congregations of the TX-LA Gulf Coast 

Synod as a reminder to pray for peace 

for Peru and CAR and an invitation to 

support these Global companions. 


