
Let us pray:   

Lord, we come to you in times of hope and times of 

hopelessness.  

 

We experience suffering in our lives, much of which is a 

result of our own thoughts, words, and deeds. We try to 

endure the suffering through our own efforts and                   

abilities; yet we still feel hopeless. Help us in everything 

to turn to you in faith, knowing that through our 

difficulties, you will bring about the gift of character, 

which gives us hope.  

 

Through the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

source of all hope, God forgives our sin of self-righteousness and 

brings us to a life of eternal hope. Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song:  All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266, vs 3 and 4) 

 

 

Benediction: 

And now, may the God of hope protect and support you as you 

travel high upon the mountaintops and down through the valleys.  

May the God of hope speak to you through the Word and 

through the hopeful words of others. And through this hope, may 

the power of the Holy Spirit work through you in the world 

today. The God of all hope bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

 

Welcome to the second week of 

Advent.  Today we continue our 

Advent journey with readings from 

Isaiah, a journey being taken by many 

congregations in our country, as well 

as by our Lutheran brothers and 

sisters in Peru and the Central African 

Republic.   

What do Isaiah’s words teach us 

during this season of “great 

expectation” as we await joy and 

delight in the birth of God’s Son, Jesus?  

Even in the midst of words of warning 

and repentance, Isaiah offered words 

of peace, hope, joy, and promise.  

hope 
Advent Meditation 

In a world that often seems hopeless, it’s our great             

expectation that we can experience the hope of a peaceful 

kingdom as we both anticipate and participate in the  

coming of God’s son, our Savior. 

Preparing our hearts for worship… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Let us pray:  Stir us up, Lord, as did Isaiah the people of his 

time. Stir up our hearts to prepare the way for your Son, 

Jesus. Stir up our hands to do your work in the world. 

Stir up our words to share the good news of the gospel 

with our families, our neighbors, and our coworkers. Stir 

us up, Lord, to share the hope we have in salvation with 

the world.  In the precious name of Jesus we pray.  

Amen. 



 

Psalm 72:1-5, 18-19 (read responsively) 

Give the king your justice, O God, 

and your righteousness to a king’s son.  

May he judge your people with righteousness, 

and your poor with justice.  

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 

and the hills, in righteousness.  

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.  

May he live while the sun endures, 

and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.  

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

who alone does wondrous things.  

Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.  

Gathering Song:  All Earth is Hopeful (ELW 266, vs 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

Debora leads the way for a group on pilgrimage in Peru. 

 Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 

   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

   or decide by what his ears hear;  

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

   and a little child shall lead them.  

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

   their young shall lie down together; 

   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and 

   the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  

They will not hurt or destroy 

   on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

   as the waters cover the sea.  

Meditation 


