
 Let us pray:   

 

We thank you, Lord God, for the great joy that you give us, 

especially the joy in forgiveness and reconciliation that we share 

as your people.  

It is only through truly knowing you that we ourselves 

know the joy of peace, the joy of hope, the joy of joy.  

Show us the way, Lord, to live out this joy and to share it with 

others so that they will come to know Jesus.  

We pray this and so much more through our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending Song:  Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn  

(ELW 242, vs. 3 and 4) 

 

 

 

Benediction: 

 

May the joy of the Lord go before you to lead the way.  

May the joy of the Lord go behind you to encourage you. 

May the joy of the Lord go beside you to be your friend. 

May the joy of the Lord be above you to watch over you. 

And may the joy of the Lord surround you forever.   

Amen.  

Joy 
Welcome to this third week of 

Advent.  Today we continue our 

Advent journey with readings from 

Isaiah, a journey being taken by many 

congregations in our country, as well 

as by our Lutheran brothers and sisters 

in Peru and the Central African 

Republic.   

What do Isaiah’s words teach us during 

this season of “great expectation” as 

we await joy and delight in the birth of 

God’s Son, Jesus?  Even in the midst of 

words of warning and repentance, 

Isaiah offered words of peace, hope, 

joy, and promise.  

Advent Meditation 

In a world that’s “gone mobile” in so many ways,                      

it’s with great expectation that we can always know the 

joy of coming home to God. 

Preparing our hearts for worship… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Let us pray:  Lord, you have given us the gift of joy, but sometimes 

we don’t know how to respond. 

Forgive us, Lord. 

Lord, we often allow the difficulties of life to take away the joy 

you have given us.   Forgive us, Lord. 

Lord, we fail to share the gift of joy that you have given us with 

those we know and love.  Forgive us, Lord. 

The Lord has promised that if we confess our sins, he will 

remove our sins as far as the east is from the west.  

We thank you, Lord, for this great gift. Amen. 



Gathering Song:  Awake, Awake             

and Greet the New Morn  

(ELW 242, vs. 1 and 2)  

 

 

Psalm 146:5-10 (read responsively) 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob… whose hope 

is in the LORD their God,  

who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them; 

who keeps faith forever… who executes justice for the 

oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.  

The LORD sets the prisoners free;  

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

the LORD loves the righteous.  

The LORD watches over the strangers; 

he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the 

wicked he brings to ruin.  

The LORD will reign for ever,  

your God, O Zion, for all generations.  Praise the LORD! 

Filadelfia Lutheran 

Church in Peru 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom, like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be 

given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the 

glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.   

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say 

to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear!  Here 

is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible 

recompense.  He will come and save you.’  

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 

deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 

tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break 

forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning 

sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 

of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 

shall become reeds and rushes.   

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 

unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no 

traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be 

found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.   And the 

ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with 

singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 

joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

 

 

Meditation 


