
Let us pray:  O Lord, we are your people.  

As people throughout the ages have watched and waited 

for the promised Messiah, so we wait as well.  

Through your abundant grace and mercy, we know that the 

Messiah is coming again.  

Give us, we pray, the eyes to see and the ears to hear all 

that Christ has to teach us, and guide our steps as we 

walk in your promises throughout our lives.  

In the holy name of Jesus, we pray.   Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending Song:  Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257, vs. 1, 7) 

 

 

 

Benediction: 

May the promises of God, which never fail, uphold and sustain 

you through the peaks and valleys of life. 

May the promises of God shine through all that you do and say.  

May the promises of God be your source of blessing. 

May the promises of God bring you into the peace of God that 

passes all understanding.  In the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen. 

 promise 
Advent Meditation 

In a complex and rapidly changing world, Isaiah's                   

eternal promise that “god is with us” is our greatest                   

expectation, providing strength and assurance. 

Preparing our hearts for worship... 

 

 

 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

 

Let us pray:  O Lord, you’ve given us the ultimate promise of 

everlasting life through your Son Jesus Christ.  

Thank you, Lord. 

Yet we often live each day ignoring that promise. We ignore it as 

we relate to other people, as we care for ourselves, and in our 

relationship with you.    

Forgive us, Lord.  

By the power of your Spirit, help us to live in your promise each 

day and reflect your steadfast love for us in all we do and say.    

Amen. 

Welcome to this fourth week of 

Advent.  Today we continue our 

Advent journey with readings from 

Isaiah, a journey being taken by many 

congregations in our country, as well 

as by our Lutheran brothers and 

sisters in Peru and the Central 

African Republic.   

What do Isaiah’s words teach us 

during this season of “great 

expectation” as we await joy and 

delight in the birth of God’s Son, 

Jesus?  Even in the midst of words of 

warning and repentance, Isaiah 

offered words of peace, hope, joy, 

and promise.  
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Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 (read responsively) 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

   you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

Stir up your might…  and come to save us!  

Restore us, O God; 

   let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

O LORD God of hosts, 

   how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?  

You have fed them with the bread of tears, 

   and given them tears to drink in full measure.  

Restore us, O God of hosts; 

   let your face shine, that we may be saved.  

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

   the one whom you made strong for yourself.  

Then we will never turn back from you; 

   give us life, and we will call on your name.  

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

   let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 

Gathering Song:   

Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel 

(ELW 257, vs. 1, 2) 

 

 

Isaiah 7:10-16 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of 

the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.  

But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 

test.  

Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore 

the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 

with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He 

shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse 

the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to 

refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

 

Meditation  

Central African Republic Peru 


