
Interested in learning why people don't go to church?   

Want to learn more about a particular area of church leadership?  

Join leaders across the TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod in our first-ever simulcast learning event.   

To register or for more information, visit waytolead.org or gulfcoastsynod.org 

The Leadership Gathering 

Hosted by the Bishop’s Staff and 

LEAD at: 

 
Hosanna Mandeville, LA  

Christ 
Brenham, TX 

Faith  Bellaire, TX 

Workshops 
Choose 2 topics 

(may vary according to location) 

 

 Reaching the “Nones” 

 Council Presidents &  

 Vice Presidents 

 Financial Best Practices 

 Framing Youth Ministry 

 Safe Haven 

 Worship and Music 

 Immigration 

 Local Mission Strategies 

The Leadership Gathering  
is for all Rostered and Congregational 
Leaders, including congregational staff 
and council, ministry team leaders and 

anyone who is wondering how to 
reach out to people who are not  

in the church today.  

Agenda (tentative) 

8:30 Registration 

9:00 Opening Worship 

9:25 Welcome - Bishop Rinehart 

9:30 Keynote Presentation -  

 Bishop Hazelwood 

10:30 Break 

11:00 Panel Discussion 

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Workshop 1 

2:00 Workshop 2 

3:00 Closing Worship 

3:30  Dismissal 

One day.  
Three locations. 

One event. 
  

October 11, 2014 
8:30 am - 3:30 pm 



 

Who are the “Nones”? 
 

No, we aren’t talking about 

our sisters in the Catholic 

faith. According to a 2012 

study, the Pew Research  

Center found that the largest 

growing group of Americans are 

those who, when asked what  

religious affiliation they claim, select “none.”  

 

In the last five years alone, the religiously unaffiliated have 

increased from just over 15% to just under 20% of all U.S. adults. 

Their ranks now include more than 13 million self-described 

atheists and agnostics (nearly 6% of the U.S. public), as well as 

nearly 33 million people who say they have no particular religious 

affiliation (14%). However, of those unaffiliated adults, two-thirds 

(68%) saying that they believe in God and one in five (21%) say 

that they pray every day. Many respondents (37%) classify 

themselves as “spiritual” but not “religious.” Comments by the 

Nones often include thoughts that “religious organizations are 

too concerned with money and power, too focused on rules and 
too involved in politics.” 

 

Come and join the conversation on October 11 as we seek  

to bridge the gap and create relevance between our culture  

and our church. 
Information from 

http://www.pewforum.org/2012/10/09/nones-on-the-rise/  

Register by Sept. 29 

$49 per person 

$29 per student 

waytolead.org or  

gulfcoastsynod.org 

October 11, 2014 
8:30 am - 3:30 pm 

Bishop Jim  

Hazelwood is bishop 

of the New England 

Synod. He holds a 

B.A. from California 

Lutheran College, an M.Div from 

Pacific Lutheran Theological  

Seminary in Berkeley, and a  

D. Min from Fuller Theological 

Seminary in Pasadena, California. 

He served as the Program  

Director for El Camino Pines in 

Camp in California, and also 

served as Youth Director, Intern 

Pastor, and a Superintendent. His 

family life consisted of an  

extended unchurched family, who 

held regular conversations,  

discussions, and debates about the 

role of religion in North American 

society. His 20+ years of mission 

and community oriented,  

externally focused, parish ministry 

included ‘Faith in Action’ and 

‘Neighbors Helping Neighbors’, 

initiatives centered around  

connecting helpful volunteers  

with the needs of  

under-resourced persons. 

Keynote Speaker: 
Bishop Jim Hazelwood 

Don’t miss… 

 A panel discussion with people 

who do not go to church 

 Workshops for  

      congregational leaders 

 Time for networking 

 Keynote by Bishop Hazelwood 

The Leadership Gathering 


