“In our paper, we use the example of Mozambique where officials reported that small-scale catches ‘grew’ by 800
per cent from 2003 to 2004. This is incorrect. What happened was that the small-scale sector was massively
under-represented in the reported data for the longest time and when a new reporting scheme was put in place in
the early 2000s, improved catch data by the always-present subsistence and artisanal fisheries were added. A very
similar amount of fish was caught in previous years, it was just not registered in the reported data,” says Zeller.
According to the researchers, the same is happening with statistics that come from many other countries.

“The problem is that these data are assembled by FAO and presented as global trends in the widely used State of
the World Fisheries and Aquaculture report. But by not accounting for the presentist bias over an entire reported
data history, FAO is misinterpreting trends,” says Pauly, Principal Investigator of the Sea Around Us at the
University of British Columbia.
FAO claims that fisheries catches peaked at 86 million tonnes in 1996 and kept growing until stabilizing at around
91 million tonnes per year. However, Sea Around Us researchers say that this data is not accurate, due to
incomplete time series influenced by the presentist bias.
Sea Around Us data accounting for both reported and unreported catches show, on the other hand, that overfishing
allowed for a peak number of 130 million tonnes in 1996 but also led to a sharp plunge in catches, which have
decreased to about 110 million tonnes in recent years.
The scientists suggest using methods such as the Sea Around Us’ catch reconstruction approach to fill gaps with
best estimates of unreported catches based on harmonized data and information from a wide range of sources.
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Link:
http://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=9&id=95912&l=e&s
pecial=&ndb=1%20target=

