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Can you believe it’s 2020 and Rex Murphy still has a platform to spout denialism on climate
change — and on racism?

On May 15 in the National Post, Murphy responded to the federal government’s increased
carbon tax by characterizing CO2 as the “Santa Claus of gases” and accusing the government of
having an “obsession” with “so-called” carbon emissions.

On June 1, in the wake of global anti-racism protests and Infrastructure Minister Catherine
McKenna’s supportive tweet, the National Post published another column in which Murphy
declared, “Canada is not a racist country” and characterized the racism issue as an invention of
the Liberals, a non-issue.

Move along, nothing to see here.

The rhetoric is so absurd, it is almost laughable — fodder for The Beaverton. Almost. To brush it
aside is tempting, but dangerous.

WHAT PEOPLE ARE READING

Montreal protesters galvanized by U.S. riots

Here’s every environmental protection in Canada that has been suspended, delayed and
cancelled during COVID-19

Canada protests police violence, racism in shadow of U.S. tumult

Everyone is entitled to their opinion. But newspapers — especially mass media outlets — must
stick to facts and be held accountable when they do not.

I doubt a single person reading this questions the reality and seriousness of climate change.
Even the oil companies — like the ones Murphy has accepted speaking fees from — have long
known that fossil fuels are causing CO2 levels to rise and it is a serious concern.
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Sticking to the facts, 97 per cent of actively publishing climate scientists agree that humans are
causing global warming. If the planet warms by the projected 3.2 C by 2100, it would leave large
parts of the planet uninhabitable, jeopardizing the prospect of organized human life on Earth.

And let’s not overlook the fact that the effects of climate change will be borne disproportionately.
Those who are poorest are most vulnerable. Within that group, women and children are
expected to be hardest hit. Fishing communities, especially those in the tropics, stand to
especially suffer for a multitude of reasons.

It’s no laughing matter.

On the issue of racism in Canada, to deny that it is a pervasive issue is clearly not factual and
beyond ignorant. Where do we even begin?

Should we point Murphy to federal government statistics showing that between 2005 and 2015,
the number of Black Canadians in federal prisons increased by 77.5 per cent, Indigenous
prisoners increased 52.4 per cent, and white prisoners decreased by 6.8 per cent? Or inform
him that Black men in Toronto are 3.4 times more likely to be pulled over by police? Or point out
that Canada is often not “tolerant and welcoming” to the extent that one in five Muslims across
Canada reported they experienced discrimination due to their religion?

How can residential schools (the last of which closed only in 1996) be reconciled with the view
that Canada is “not a racist country”? The residential school system was evil. Indigenous children
were forcibly removed from their homes, subjected to depravity and abuse, and many never
came home. We may never know how many died due to the practice of burying schoolchildren
in unmarked graves.

Need Murphy be reminded of the fact the country still has an Indian Act? Or that Canada is
breaking treaties, allowing corporations to define Indigenous rights, and is failing to provide
clean water to First Nations across Canada?

No. Because it’s not about Murphy. Nor is it about correcting his paleolithic views and lazy
denialism. The issue is about platform and responsibility.

To its credit, on June 2, the National Post published a response to Murphy by Financial Post
business reporter, Vanmala Subramaniam. It is an eye-opening read.

But publishing Subramaniam’s column does not mean the National Post presented a fair and
balanced representation of both sides of the story. (It should be mentioned that Financial Post is
owned by the same company as National Post, Postmedia.)

To present these issues fairly, both sides must be grounded in reality. Murphy’s columns present
factually incorrect arguments on issues that disproportionately affect minorities and marginalized
people. To publish these pieces is to promote denialism on two of the greatest issues of our
time. Denial is a form of misinformation and misinformation can harm people.

So what do we do about it?

To paraphrase Subramaniam, the least we can do “is call it out.” Let the National Post hear that it
has a responsibility to stick to the facts.

I asked myself why should I be writing this op-ed? Do people really need another privileged
white male voice weighing in? I posed these questions to eminent marine biologist and fishery
scientist Daniel Pauly and his response was thoughtful and clear: “You are the right person to
make an anti-racist argument because we (visible minorities) are fed up having to be the only
ones to make it.”

Wise words. Let’s take inspiration and not stay silent.
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