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scientists calling for action by the European Commission, European
Parliament and EU member states to end overfishing “as an urgent
and necessary response to the biodiversity and climate crises”.

The scientists are urging the EU to set fishing limits within scientific
advice, and recognise that “ecosystem-based fisheries
management is critical to the health of the ocean and its capacity to
respond to climate change” [1,2].

The signatures will also be delivered to EU Member State fisheries
ministers, before annual fishing limits are agreed for 2021, and to
Members of the EU Parliament who are preparing their response to
the EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy [3].

The statement (https:/bit.ly/2yFYSNn), signed by leading voices in

the marine science field, including Professor Carlos M. Duarte,
Professor Hans-Otto Portner, Dr Valérie Masson-Delmotte,
Professor Rashid Sumaila, Dr Ute Jacob, Dr Jean-Baptiste Jouffray,
Professor Didier Gascuel, Dr Rainer Frose, Professor Alex Rogers,
Professor Victoria Reyes-Garcia, Dr Sandra Cassotta, Professor
Stiig Markager, and Professor Daniel Pauly, was delivered this week
to EU Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevicius by the Our Fish
campaign.

“Overfishing and bycatch are the largest drivers of biodiversity loss
in the ocean”, said Professor Alex Rogers, Science Director at Rev
Ocean. “We need a healthy and productive ocean, and ending
overfishing is key. This is especially the case when faced with the
effects of climate disruption, which affects the whole ocean,
including fish stocks themselves. As a scientist, | am calling on the
EU to recognise that ecosystem-based fisheries management is
critical to the health of the ocean and its capacity to respond to
climate change. It is also vital for human health, including that of
future generations”.
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“Overfishing means taking more fish out of the water than can grow
back. To be honest, that's pretty stupid. Because then the stocks
shrink, and shrunken small stocks can only support small catches.
So that makes no sense at all; it doesn’t help the fishermen, it
doesn’t help the fish, it doesn’t help anyone. The whole thing also
has an impact on the climate; fish stocks that are too small cannot
fulfill their role in the ecosystem. If the ecosystem does not function
properly, it cannot breathe properly and cannot absorb CO2
properly”, said Dr. Rainer Frose, GEOMAR — Helmholtz centre for
ocean research Kiel, Germany.

“The science is clear — now the EU must ensure that a healthy ocean
is central to its response to the nature and climate crisis — and that
means finally putting an end to overfishing”, said Rebecca Hubbard,
Programme Director of Our Fish. “Just like with our own health, if we
continue to batter the ocean with overfishing, the whole system will
weaken further, until it can no longer provide us with the life-
support we need it for — oxygen, climate regulation, food and jobs.
The EU must stop dragging its feet and take this clear and decisive
action now, before it’s too late”, concluded Hubbard.

ENDS

Note: A number of the signatories, from several countries, are
available to speak to media — please contact press@our.fish

(mailto:press@our.fish) for further details.

Contact:
Dave Walsh, Our Fish Communications Advisor, +34 691 826 764,
dave@our.fish (mailto:dave@our.fish)

Notes:
[1] Scientist Statement of Support: Ending Overfishing Is Climate
Action https://our.fish/news/ending-overfishing-is-climate-action-

scientist-statement-of-support/ (https://our.fish/news/ending-

overfishing-is-climate-action-scientist-statement-of-support/)
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[2] Definition of ecosystem-based fisheries management:

As opposed to traditional fisheries management, which focuses on
managing single species only, Ecosystem-Based Fisheries
Management (EBFM) is part of the broader ecosystem-based
management approach that addresses all environmental,
ecological, and anthropogenic (including fisheries) impacts on an
ecosystem and takes into account the interconnectedness and
interdependence of various components of an ecosystem.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-

sciences/ecosystem-based-fisheries-management

(https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-

sciences/ecosystem-based-fisheries-management)

[3] EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strateqy/index_en.htm

(https:/fec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/strategy/index_en.htm)

About Our Fish

Our Fish is working to end overfishing and restore a healthy ocean
ecosystem. By collaborating with others, and deploying robust
evidence, we are calling for an end to overfishing as a critical and
significant action to address the biodiversity and climate crisis
Website: https:/four.fish (https://our.fish)

Follow Our Fish on Twitter: @our_fish (https://twitter.com/our_fish)
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IS CLIMATE

ACTION

SCIENTISTS CALL ON THE
EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
AND EU MEMBER STATES
TO RECOGNISE THAT
ECOSYSTEM-BASED
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
IS CRITICAL TO THE
HEALTH OF THE OCEAN
AND ITS CAPACITY TO
RESPOND TO CLIMATE
CHANGE AND THAT
FISHING LIMITS MUST BE
SET ACCORDINGLY.

Doctor Heidi Acampora | Assistant Lecturer, Galway-Mayo Institute

of Technology

Mr Eneko Alerbe | Technician, Spanish Institute of Oceanography

Ms Santa Mervien Alexandra | Graduate Student, University of Hamburg
Doctor Eduardo Almansa | Senior Researcher, Spanish Institute

of Oceanography

Mr Bruno Almén | PhD Student and Fisheries Advisor,

Instituto Espariol de Oceanografia

Doctor David Alonso | Senior Research Scientist, CSIC

Professor Ken H. Andersen | Professor, DTU Aqua

Ms Samantha Andrews | PhD Researcher, Memorial University

Ms Flora Artzner | Marine project adviser, IUCN French Committee

Doctor Asta Audzijonyte | Chief Researcher,

Nature Research Centre, Lithuania

Doctor Asta Audzijonyte | Chief researcher, Nature Research Centre, Lithuania
Mr Rodriguez Augusto | Researching assistan. PhD student, IEO

Doctor Mark Auliya | Post-doctoral researcher, Zoological Research Museum
Alexander Koenig

Professor Yasmina Avia | PhD Candi Uni itat de
Doctor Daniel Ayllén | Post-doctoral researcher, L

de Madrid

Ms Cynthia Barile | PhD student, Galway-Mayo Institute of
Doctor Francesc Baré | Researcher, Autonomous University of Barcelona
Ms Rachel Barrett | PhD Student in Marine Geophysics,

Christi: University of Kiel, y

Doctor Marisa Batista | Researcher, MARE, Faculdade de Ciéncias,
Universidade de Lisboa

Ms Marta Bento | PhD Student, MARE, Universidade de Lisboa

Doctor Anna Lena Bercht | Post-doctoral researcher, Department of
Geography, Kiel University, Germany

Doctor Melanie Bergmann | Senior Scientist, Alfred-Wegener-Institut,
Helmholtz-Zentrum fir Polar und Meeresforschung

Doctor Melanie Bergmann | Senior Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institute
Helmholtz Centre For Polar and Marine Research

Doctor Ulf Bergstrdm | Researcher, Swedish University

of Agricultural Sciences

Doctor Simon Berrow | Chief Executive Officer and Lecturer, Irish Whale and
Dolphin Group, and Galway-Mayo Institute of

Ms Wurche Bettina | CEO, Meertext

Doctor Ivo Bobsien | Post-doctoral researcher, GEOMAR

Doctor Friedrich Bohn | Ecosystem Modeller, UFZ

Mr Francisco Borges | Biology PhD Student, Faculty of Sciences of the
University of Lisbon

Doctor Kai Borkenhagen | Research Associate, Research and Technology
Centre (FT2Z), University of Kiel

Ms Sien Boschma | Sea First Representative Seas At Risk, Sea First

Ms John Boyd | Coordinator of Strategic Marine Alliance for Research and
Training, GMIT

Doctor Easkey Britton | Oceans and Human Health, National University of
Ireland Galway

Doctor Paul Brooks | Post-doctoral researcher & Teaching Fellow, University
College Dublin

Professor Colin Brown | Emeritus Professor, Earth and Ocean Sciences,
National University of Ireland, Galway

Professor Heiko Brunken | Full professor in Ecology and Nature Conservation,
City University of Applied Sciences Bremen (Hochschule Bremen)

Doctor Liam Burke | Lecturer, NUI Galway

Ms Elke Burkhardt | Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for
Polar and Marine Research

Doctor Martin Butzin | Research Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institute
Bremerhaven, German

Mr Wasseem Emam | Doctoral - Fisheries and
University of Stirling
Doctor Aschwin Engelen | Group leader, CCMAR, Universidade do Algarve
Mr Collie Ennis | Zoology research associate, Trinity College Dublin
Karim Erzini | [ ico (Full ), Centre of
Marine Sciences, Universidade do Algarve
Doctor Jean Louis Etienne | Président, Océan Polaire
Doctor Alice Evans | Project Officer, The Royal Parks
Doctor Thomas Feistl | Head of unit, Bavaria Environmental Agency
Doctor Fernando Angel 4 Al L Fellow,
National University of Ireland Galway
Doctor Albert Fernandez-Chacon | Post-doctoral researcher,
University of Agder
Doctor Katharina Fietz | Marine Conservation Referee, Deutsche Umwaelthilfe
Doctor Blanca Figuerola Balafi4 | Post-doctoral researcher, Institute of Marine
Science (ICM-CSIC)
Mr Padraic Fogarty | Campaign Officer, Irish Wildlife Trust
Doctor Pierre Freon | ex-Emeritus Research Director, IRD
Mr Frangois Frey | President, Fonds 1.618, Programme Esprit de Velox
Doctor Joao Frias | Principal Investigator on microplastic pollution, GMIT
Doctor Rainer Froese | Senior Scientist, GEOMAR
Doctor Lise Marie Frohn Rasmussen | Senior Scientist, Aarhus University
Professor Eric Galbraith | Research Associate, Universitat Autonoma
de Barcelona
Doctor Martin Gammell | Lecturer, Galway-Mayo Institute of
Doctor David Garcia del Amo | Ph.D. candidate, ICTA
Professor Didier Gascuel | Head of the Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences Center,
at Agrocampus Ouest, L'Institut Agro, France
Doctor Miguel Gaspar | Senior Researcher, Portuguese Institute for Sea
and Atmosphere
Doctor Meritxell Genovart | Senior Researcher, CEAB (CSIC)
Mr Henry Gehlich | PhD researcher, GEOMAR
Doctor Aaron Golden | Lecturer, National University of Ireland Galway
Professor Emanuel Gongalves | Associate Professor and Vice-Director, MARE,
Instituto Superior de Psicologia Aplicada
Mr Tillmann Gdrig | Researcher, Universititsmedizin Greifswald
Doctor Conor Graham | Lecturer, Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology
Mr Martin Grau | Student, AgroParisTech
Doctor David Grémillet | Senior Scientist, CNRS
Doctor Donal Griffin | Researcher, Queen's University Belfast -
Doctor Hannes Grobe | Senior scientist, Alfred-Wegener-Institit »//2‘6
Doctor Hartwig Haase | Senior Assistant, 4§
Ott-von-Guericke-University Magdeburg
Doctor Anja Hagedorn | Lecturer, Akad University
Doctor Kim Halvorsen | Post doctoral researcher, Institute of Marine
Research, Norway
Doctor Jenny Hanafin | Senior EO Scientist, ICHEC
Doctor Patricia Handmann | Post-doctoral researcher, GEOMAR
Doctor Jan Harlass | Post-doctoral researcher, GEOMAR Kiel

Doctor Charlotte Havermans | Junior Group Leader, Alfred Wegener Institute,
Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research
Doctor Angela Helbling | e Mitarbeiterin/ ific Staff,
Goethe-Universitét Frankfurt
Doctor Sarah Helyar | Senior Lecturer, Queen's University Belfast
Doctor Fabian Herder | Ichthyologist, Head of Vertebrata Department,

i Forschur m Koenig

Alma a de Rojas | Spanish Institute

of Oceanography
Doctor Claas Hiebenthal | Scientist, GEOMAR
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Doctor Miguel Cabanellas-Reboreod | Post-doctoral researcher,
Doctor Sara Cabral | PhD candidate, MARE - Universidade de Lisboa
Professor Rui Cabral e Silva | Assistant Professor, Universidade do Algarve
Ms Prioux Camille | Student, L'Institut Agro, Agrocampus Ouest
Doctor Guigone Camus | Researcher, CEA
Professor Luis Cancela da Fonseca | Retired Professor, MARE - Universidade
do Lisboa; CTA - Universidade do Algarve
Ms Isabel Cardoso | Investigadora, MARE - Centro de Ciéncias do Mar
e do Ambiente
Professor Padraig Carmody | Professor in Geography, Trinity College Dublin
Ms Joana Castro | President, AIMM - Marine Environment
Research Association
Doctor Marta Chiarinotti | Scientific Assistant, CAU zu Kiel
Doctor Joachim Claudet | Senior Scientist, CNRS
Doctor Marta Coll | Researcher, CSIC
Doctor Francesco Colloca | Senior Researcher, Stazione Zoologica Anton
Dohrn, Napoll, Italy
Professor Alexandra Correia | Assistant Professor, Faculdade de Ciéncias
Universidade de Lisboa
Doctor David Costalago | Fisheries analyst, OceanMind
ssor Peter Croot | of Earth and Ocean Sciences,
National University of Ireland Galway
Doctor Marta Cruz Flores | PhD, Universitat de Barcelona
Doctor Philippe Cury | IRD representative Europe, IRD
Doctor Volker Daumer | Group Manager, Fraunhofer |IAF

Professor Alejar De Angelis | de Ciencia y
Universidad Nacional Scalabrini Ortiz

Mr Arend de Haas | Director Ecological Restoration, True Nature Foundation

Ms Rosa Delgado de Molina Acevedo | Técnico, Instituto Espafiol de
Oceanografia, Centro Oceanogréfico de Canarias

Doctor Gisela Dionisio | Researcher, University of Lisbon

Professor Peter Ditlevsen | Climate scientist, University of Copenhagen
Professor Pablo Dominguez | Research Professor, CNRS

Doctor M. Rosario Dominguez-Petit | Senior Scientist, IEO

Doctor Cat Dorey | Consultant, Independent advisor

Professor Carlos M. Duarte | Professor of Marine Science, King Abdullah
University of Science and Technology, Saudi Arabia

Doctor Ricarda Dziadek | Post-doctoral researcher, Alfred Wegener Institute
Doctor Stefan Dziwok | Senior Expert, Fraunhofer IEM

Doctor Eric Edeline | Research Scientist, INRAE
Doctor David | Post-doctoral
integrative Biodiversity Research (iDiv)
Professor Olaf Eisen | Professor, Alfred Wegener Institut

Ms Susanne Elsner | Team Leader Basic & Advanced Trainings, Leibniz
Universitét Hannover

German Centre for

SIGNED BY
MORE THAN
300 SCIENTISTS

Doctor Joan Llort | Recognised Researcher, Barcelona Supercomputing Centre
Professor Gil de Sola Luis | Researcher, Instituto Espariol Oceanografia

Doctor Annika Mackensen | Advisor Sustainable Fisheries, GIZ

Doctor Felix Mallin | Research Fellow, National University of Singapore

Doctor Ana Margalo | Post-doctoral researcher, CCMAR,

Universiadade do Algarve

Doctor Lazaro Marin-Guirao | Researcher, Spanish Institute of

Oeanography (IEO)

Professor Stiig Markager | Professor in Marine Biogeochemistry and Ecology,
Aahus University

Doctor Nele Markones | Senior Researcher, FTZ, Kiel University

Professor Horst Marschall | Head of Department, Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt
Ms Angela Martin | Research Fellow (PhD student), University of Agder

Mr Nick Martin | Researcher, ICTA-UAB

Mr Pablo Martin-Sosa | Researcher, Spanish Institute of Oceanography

Doctor Valérie Masson-Delmotte | Senior Scientist, IPSL/LSCE

Doctor Morten N g | Post-doct:
Doctor Bastian Maus | Staff Scientist, University of Manster

Mr Paddy Mc Carthy | Marine Geophysicist, MC's Geophysics

Doctor Rob McAllen | Senior Lecturer, University College Cork

Doctor Adon McFarlane | Student, GMIT

Mr Ryan McKenna | Research Masters Student, GMIT

Doctor Jodo Paulo Medeiros | Researcher, MARE, Faculdade de Ciéncias,
Universidade de Lisboa

Doctor Alba Medrano | Post-doctoral il de

Mr Rafael MeichBner | PhD student, Christian-Albrechts-University Kiel
Mr Lucas Meissner | Student, HTW Berlin

Professor Ricardo Melo | Coordinator of Marine and Environmental Sciences
Centre, Faculdade de Ciéncias, Universidade de Lisboa

Doctor Katja Mintenbeck | Senior Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar
and Marine Research

Mr Stephan Moldzio | Course Director, Reef Check

Professor Gesine Mollenhauer | Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institute

Professor Christian Melimann | Professor, Hamburg University

Ms Hazel Monk | Teacher, Springlands School

| researcher, L of Agder
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Mr Thomas Hérren | Student, Universitét Duisburg-Essen

Doctor Barbara Horta e Costa | Researcher, CCMAR, Universidade do Algarve
Doctor Jonathan Houghton | Senior Lecturer in Marine Biology, Queen's
University Belfast

Doctor Ahmed Ibrahim | TA, Qatar University

Doctor Ulas Im | Senior Scientist, Aarhus University

Doctor Ute Jacob | Liaison between Science and Conservation, HIFMB

Doctor Lena Jakob | Post-doctoral researcher, Alfred Wegener Institute
Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Science

Doctor Tobias Jakobi | Senior lecturer, Political Science, Georg-August
University Géttingen

Doctor Domhnall Jennings | Lecturer, Queen's University Belfast

Doctor Mark Jessopp | Lecturer in Zoology, University College Cork
Professor Rory Johnson | Associate Professor, UCD

Professor Mark Johnson | Professor of Marine Environment, NUI Galway
Doctor Auriane Jones | Contract lecturer in marine biology, L'Institut Agro,
Agrocampus Ouest

Doctor Jean-Baptiste Jouffray | Post-doctoral researcher,

Stockholm Resilience Centre

Ms Theresa Kéndler | Research Assistant, Walther Schiicking Institute of
International Law

Doctor Killi Kangur | Senior researcher, Estonian University of Life Sciences
Doctor Jemimah Kassah | PhD Graduate, University of Cape Coast

Professor Daniel Kelly | Fellow Emeritus, Trinity College,
The University of Dublin

Ms Marcella Kirwan | CEO, SMB.IE
Professor Silja Kiepp | Professor, Kiel Unversity
Doctor Ina Knobloch | Director, City-Media-tv.de

Doctor Nicole Késtner | Project Manager EuroSea, GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre
for Ocean Research Kiel

Professor Ingolf Kiihn | Professor, Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg
Doctor Heather Lally | Lecturer & Researcher, Galway-Mayo Institute

of Technology

Doctor Gisela Lannig | Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institut, Helmholtz Zentrum
fiir Polar & Meeresforschung

Doctor Elena Lara | Research Manager, Compassion in World Farming
Mr Ibrahim Lawan | Lecturer Il, ABU Zaria

Doctor Colin Lawton | Lecturer, NUI Galway

Professor Francisco Leitdol | Researcher, University of Algarve

Doctor Sarah Lelong | Expert / Research fellow, Consult'‘Ocean / CDMO
Doctor Marc Leopold | Fisheries Scientist, IRD

Professor Cristina Linares | Professor, University of Barcelona

Ms Jing Liu | PhD student, State key laboratory of marine environmental
science (MEL) and GEOMAR

Fish are an important part of the marine
ecosystem, playing a critical role in ocean health.
Marine ecosystem goods and services are under
severe pressure from fishing and human
accelerated climate change.

Overfishing reduces fish biomass, impacts
biodiversity, alters the marine food web and
degrades marine habitats. This makes the marine
ecosystem more vulnerable to the effects of
climate change.

In the EU it is estimated that at least 38 percent of
fish stocks in the North East Atlantic and Baltic
Sea, and 87 percent in the Mediterranean and Black
Sea, are being overfished.

The combined effects of climate change and
overfishing are accelerating the decline of ocean
health. Ending overfishing would reduce the
cumulative pressures on the ocean, increase its
resilience and contribute to mitigating the effects
of climate change. It would be decisive and
important climate action and it can be taken today.

Doctor Rita Sd | Head of Oceans and Fisheries Programme, Associagao
Natureza Portugal / WWF

Professor Lina Maria
del Magdalena

Ms Johanna Sackel | Akademische Rétin, University of Paderborn

Ms Janire Salazar | PhD student, Institut de Ciéncies del Mar (ICM-CSIC)
Professor Rui Santos | Associate Professor, Center of Marine Sciences of
University of Algarve

Doctor Jorge Santos Gongalves | Researcher, CCMAR Universidade do Algarve
Professor Rafel Sarda | Senior Scientists, Consejo Superior

Investigaciones Cientificas (CSIC)

Diaz | Profesor, L

.
&

Doctor Aida Sartimbul | Associate Professor, Brawijaya University

Doctor Christian Schéfer-Neth | Head of systems branch, computer centre /
Physical Oceanographer, Alfred Wegener Institute

Doctor Janin Schaffer | Post-doctoral researcher, Alfred-Wegener-Institut
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Doctor Fabien Moulllec | Post-doctoral researcher, University of Hamburg
Doctor Isabelle Munoz | PhD, INSERM

Doctor Sinead Murphy | Lecturer in Aquatic Ecology, Galway-Mayo Institute
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Oceans and Fisheries & Department of Zoology
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Ms Corina Peter | Research Associate, Alfred-Wegener-Institut
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University of Lisbon
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Doctor Bernadette Pogoda | Scientist, Alfred Wegener Institute Helmholtz
Centre for Polar and Marine Research
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of Ireland Galway
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Ms Ina Stoltenberg | PhD Student, University of Southern Denmark
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Swansea University
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Professor Michael Wei | Academic Staff, University of Education Weingarten
Doctor Hakan Wennhage | Headset of unit, SLU

Ms Linda Westphal | Project Scientist, Deutsches Meeresmuseum
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