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The Sea Around Us research group performed fisheries catch reconstruction studies for 25 Pacific island countries, states, and territories. 
Source: Zeller et al. (2015) and www.seaaroundus.org.

Total catches increased from 110,000 t/
year in 1950 (of which 17,400 tons were 
reported) to a peak of over 250,000 t/
year in 2000, before declining to around 
200,000 t/year by 2010. This decrease 
is driven by a declining artisanal (small-
scale commercial) catches, which was not 
compensated for by increasing domestic 
industrial (large-scale commercial) 
catches. The artisanal fisheries appear 
to be declining from a peak of 97,000 t/ 
year in 1992 to less than 50,000 t/year by 
2010. Source: Zeller et al. (2015) and www.
seaaroundus.org.

The fishing catches of 25 Pacific Island Countries, States and Territories have doubled in 
half a century, from 110,000 tons per year in 1950 to over 250,000 tons per year in 2000, and 
declined to about 200,000 tons per year in 2010. These catches include artisanal  fisheries 
(small commercial and subsidized, undervalued), industrial fishing and recreational  fishing. 
According to known data, artisanal fishing accounted for 25% of the catches in 2010, but the 
latest data show that this activity was divided by two over the last two decades, with catches 
decreasing from 97,000 t/year in 1992 to less than 50,000 t/year in 2010. This  fishery is 

essentially a noncommercial subsistence fishery. In my 
view, marine resource management agencies throughout 
the Pacific need to be aware of the importance of their reefs 
and/or inshore fisheries for the food security of their popula
tions, particularly in rural areas. Nowadays, these resources 
cannot be managed unless their current level of exploitation 
is properly known.
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