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ON TIME.  CONVENIENT. CERTIFIED.

THE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
You Deserve.

Let us BUY your Complete
2020 Oil Services & Support

Bring 5 Canned Food Non-Perishable Items  
for 1 Complimentary Oil Service

95 N Dobson Rd Chandler  |  480-726-6400

D E S E R T C A R C A R E . C O M
Monday - Friday • 7:30am - 6:00pm



Experience Body Contouring  
Without Surgery.
Non-Invasive Fat Reduction  
With CoolSculpting®.

RESULTS
Experience

3160 South Gilbert Road, Suite 1 
Chandler, AZ 85286  
(SW Corner of Gilbert & Queen Creek)

Patient was treated with CoolSculpting® 
on her abdomen. Results may vary.

CoolSculpting® is FDA-cleared to treat visible fat bulges 
in 9 areas of the body. Some common side effects include  
temporary numbness, discomfort, and swelling.

480-418-6000 | skinlab.net



ON THE COVER Journey to Downtown 

Chandler by Such & Champ Styles

PHOTOGRAPHY BY PETER BUGG

Living an Eco-Friendly L if e

LIFESTYLE LETTER

BACK IN THE MID-2000S, I REMEMBER RUNNING FROM STORE TO STORE, 
LOOKING FOR BOTTLES, SIPPY CUPS, BOWLS, AND PLATES THAT WERE 
FREE FROM HARMFUL CHEMICALS TO USE WITH MY CHILDREN. My children 
were young, and the conversations around the dangers of BPA were just beginning 
to emerge. Back then, there wasn’t as much attention yet on chemical-free products. 
Those hazards were just beginning to be publicized, and companies were just begin-

ning to offer BPA-free products—though they were difficult to find!

Today, shelves are filled with those types of products, organic food is plentiful in grocery 
stores, and eco-friendly and sustainable are commonly used descriptions for everything 

from kitchen items to clothing to furniture to cars. Actually, pretty much everything.

This month, in honor of Earth Day (April 22), we themed some of our stories around 
eco-friendly or sustainable topics. Check out some of the latest home products, and 
take a road trip to see a marvel in the desert—Biosphere 2—which was created with 
a mission to serve as a place of research, teaching, and learning about the planet, 
its living systems, and its place in the universe. The couple of CoupleyFit leads a 
healthy lifestyle, and shares how you can, too. And, we showcase some amazing 

public art around town. 

As for me, I’m long through with all the toddler dining needs, but I’m still “greening” 
my kitchen. My latest eco-friendly find? Reusable silicon storage bags to replace 

disposable plastic bags. They save money and the environment.

Yours,
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JUNE 2021  
Men of Chandler

NOMINATIONS REQUESTED     

Now taking nominations for men who live and/or work in 
Chandler having a positive impact on our community.

Think...

entrepreneur, animal advocate, community leader, 
first responder, artist, educator, charity contributor, 
philanthropist, dad, etc. Gentlemen will be featured in our  
June 2021 issue.

Please send name,  
phone, email and  
brief description to  
chandler@lifestylepubs.com

Nominations accepted 
through 4/20/21.

2020 Men of Chandler Recipients
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GOOD TIMES

During the Chandler Black History Month Celebration celebration, mayors from Chandler, Scottsdale, and Tempe came out to speak 
with words only great leadership can deliver at West Alley BBQ. PHOTOGRAPHY SUSIE WONG

Chandler Black History Month Celebration
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AROUND TOWN

Rendon is currently a freshman, studying nutri-
tion at Estrella Mountain Community College. 

With 44 restaurants throughout Arizona and 
40 years in business, the Barro family prides 
itself on finding ways to support and improve the 
communities they serve.

“Having a college degree will open a lot of doors 
for students like Reyes, but it is also a huge finan-
cial burden for families,” says Mike Barro, co-owner 
of Barro’s Pizza. “We are proud to support Arizona 
students as they pursue their dreams through our 
continued partnership with Dr Pepper.”

Submissions were open to all Arizona residents 18 
year or older, and a winner was chosen at random 
out of approximately 20,000 online and text-to-win 
entries. The winner can use the money to pay for cur-
rent expenses such as tuition and books, or to pay off 
outstanding student loans. BarrosPizza.com

PITA JUNGLE LAUNCHES JUNGLE VINO, 
ITS OWN PRIVATE LABEL WINE

Cheers! Pita Jungle  recently expanded its bar 
menu and retail offerings with its own private 
label wines called Jungle Vino. The two varietals—
Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay—are avail-
able at all Pita Jungle locations throughout Arizona. 
They can be enjoyed while dining in, or bottles are 
available for purchase to-go.

Both wines are produced and bottled by 
Matchbook Wines, a family-owned winery 
tucked away in Northern California's gently roll-
ing Dunnigan Hills. Be sure to visit their newest 
Chandler location on the southeast corner of 
Gilbert and Chandler Heights. PitaJungle.com

LIBRARY GRANT KICKSTARTS  
COLLECTION OF BLACK CHANDLER 
RESIDENTS’ ORAL HISTORY

Collecting the history of Chandler’s residents 
goes well beyond searching old books and news-
papers. For the latest project,  Chandler Museum, 
in partnership with Chandler Public Library, took a 
more innovative approach to gathering important 
stories from the City’s Black residents. 

Using state-of-the-art audio recording 
equipment in the Library’s soon-to-open public 
makerspace, the teams have begun work on a 
project bringing the oral histories of Black com-
munity members to life. 

The makerspace—dubbed The Makery—
houses three rooms of high-tech digital and 
physical production equipment within the 

AJI SPA AND KAI AGAIN  
AWARDED FORBES TRAVEL GUIDE'S 
FIVE-STAR AWARD

Forbes Travel Guide, the world-renowned and 
global rating system for luxury hotels, restaurants, 
and spas, recently unveiled its annual Star Rating 
list, awarding both  Aji Spa  and  Kai  restaurant 
at  Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse Pass  with its 
highest rating, the Five-Star Award.

This marks the second year that Aji Spa has 
received the Five Star honor, along with Kai, which 
has maintained the Five Star accolade for 13 years. 
Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse Pass remains the 
only resort in Arizona with both a Five Star spa and 
Five Star restaurant within its collection of luxury 
amenities. Marriott.com

OCOTILLO VILLAGE HEALTH CLUB & 
SPA HOLDS FOOD TRUCK NIGHTS 

Head over to Ocotillo Village Health Club & Spa 
every Wednesday evening from 4:30-7 p.m. to pick 
up dinner from Tommy's Wood Fired Grill Co. truck. 
Tommy Duncan and his wife, Jennifer, are owners 
of the Gilbert-based Whiskey Ranch BBQ.

Tommy's name sound familiar? He's appeared 
on shows such as Chopped, BBQ Crawl, Smoked, 
BBQ Pitmasters, and others. Menus of almost all 
styles of food are available. VillageClubs.com

BARRO’S PIZZA AWARDS  
$10,000 TO LOCAL STUDENT 

Family- and locally-owned Barro's Pizza 
announced that local Glendale student Reyes 
Rendon was the winner of its  2020 Arizona Dr 
Pepper Tuition Giveaway. The $10,000 prize money 
was available to one local resident to help pay col-
lege tuition or any related educational expenses.
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Located on the NW corner of Arizona Ave and Chandler Heights Rd  
in the CVS Pharmacy complex , across the street from the post office.

W. Chandler Heights Rd., Ste. 3 
Chandler, AZ 85248

myvet@amcofc.com
www.amcofc.com

Andrea Stickland, DVM Kristy Sorenson, DVM Laura Diltz, DVM Chelsie Daniel,
BVM&S MRCVS

Bleu and Yasha have been extra good and are 
looking exceptionally cute in hopes that the Easter 

Bunny brings them some yummy treats!

Would you like to get in touch with 
us? We would love to hear from you! 
Contact us at CityLifestyle.com/
Chandler using the Get In Touch link 
and let us know what you think.

Chandler Downtown Library. From 
a laser cutter to a 3D printer to a 
fully equipped audio/visual record-
ing studio, The Makery offers 
unique access to tech tools makers 
may not otherwise be able to use. 
Teams at the Museum and Library 
began using this space to record 
oral histories last month.

The Library applied for the federal-
ly-funded LSTA (Library Services and 
Technology Act) grant to better equip 
The Makery to serve this project, as 
well as future creators at the Library. 

The project will collect oral histo-
ries from new and long-time Black 
residents in Chandler. Eventually, it 
will create a digital collection of audio 
files and transcriptions detailing the 
stories of family, business, life, and 
legacy of Chandler’s Black residents. 
ChandlerAZ.gov

STATE FORTY EIGHT EXPANDS 
CHANDLER HEADQUARTERS 
AND RETAIL LOCATION

Chandler-based  apparel and 
lifestyle company  State Forty 
Eight  recently  took  over the suite 
next  to its Chandler retail loca-
tion on Arizona Avenue and Elliot 
Road, to make it the company's 
official headquarters. The move is 
part of State Forty Eight's mission 
to expand operations and amplify 
its  newly launched screen printing 
and embroidery services. 

The expansion adds a  total of 
5,500 square feet to the current facil-
ities, and includes additional offices, 
a boardroom, a dedicated creative 
space for the design team and any 
photo or video production, as well as 
a warehouse. StateFortyEight.com
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Cleaning,
Exam

& X-rays
$59

(Reg. $389) Offer expires in 30 days.
New Patients Only. Includes exam, cleaning (prophylaxis) & x-rays. 
Advertised fee is the minimum fee, subject to clinical need. One or 

more of the following ADA codes may reflect the treatment rendered 
under this offer. D0150, D0330, D0272, D0210, D1110. Offer 
cannot be applied toward account balances or dental services 

already delivered or in conjunction with other offers, discounts or 
reduced-fee plans.   |   010421

Offer expires in 30 days. 
New Patients Only. Enjoy a $100 savings on all treatment over 

$500. Offer cannot be applied toward account balances or dental 
services already delivered or in conjunction with other offers, 

discounts or reduced-fee plans.   |   010421

$100
OffTreatment

Komal Saqib, DMD
General Dentist

5095 S Gilbert Rd, Ste 7
Chandler, AZ 85249

SE corner of Gilbert Rd and Chandler Heights

Our Services

-OR-

Cosmetic Dentistry

Invisalign® Treatment

Emergency Dental Care

General Dentistry

Teeth Cleanings

Crowns

Tooth-colored Fillings

Services provided by an Arizona licensed general dentist. ADV46937KS

steelyarddentalcare.com
623-289-2982

Call Today!
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TOP SELLING HOMES

3791 EAST HORSESHOE PLACE, CHANDLER, AZ 85249
AVIAN MEADOWS

3 BEDROOMS 2.5 BATHROOMS

$756,000

$610,000

$735,000

$927,500

$620,000

$1,150,000

6524 SOUTH KIMBERLEE WAY, CHANDLER, AZ 85249
SUN RIVER

4 BEDROOMS 2 BATHROOMS

1389 EAST CANYON WAY, CHANDLER, AZ 85249
SYMPHONY 2

5 BEDROOMS 3.5 BATHROOMS

4112 SOUTH PLEASANT PLACE, CHANDLER, AZ 85248 
FULTON RANCH 

5 BEDROOMS 4 BATHROOMS

3741 SOUTH HAWTHORN DRIVE, CHANDLER, AZ 85248 
WATERS EDGE AT OCOTILLO 

3 BEDROOMS 2.5 BATHROOMS

11244 EAST BELLFLOWER COURT, CHANDLER, AZ 85249 
SAN TAN VISTA 

4 BEDROOMS 3.5 BATHROOMS

3914 EAST GRAND CANYON PLACE, CHANDLER, AZ 85249
OLD STONE RANCH

3 BEDROOMS 2 BATHROOMS

$540,000

$888,000

$1,375,000

454 EAST LYNX WAY, CHANDLER, AZ 85249 
PINELAKE ESTATES 

5 BEDROOMS 2.5 BATHROOMS

2564 EAST TEAKWOOD PLACE, CHANDLER, AZ 85249
CIRCLE G RIGGS HOMESTEAD RANCH 

6 BEDROOMS 5.5 BATHROOMS

Each office is independently 
owned and operated

Moving forward 
together!

www.amyjonesgroup.com Call Us: (480) 250-3857

with

BLOOMING BACKYARDS



CULINARY CREATIONS

COUPLEYFIT, SAYS DEANNA MANGUM, MEANS 
TWO OR MORE FEELING BETTER TOGETHER. 
After she and Kurt were married, friends started to ask 
questions about their personal wellness journey.

“It started out very organic and kind of sprouted 
from that,” she says. “Our mission, with CoupleyFit, is 
to create generational health.”

So, instead of just passing down material items, they 
want families to pass down the gift of a healthy lifestyle.  

To simplify their approach to wellness, the cou-
ple developed   S.W.A.N.™ (Sleep, Water, Activity, 
Nutrition), which is what a body needs every day to 
be physically healthy. But, in addition to exercise and 
nutrition, the couple also knew it was important to 
focus on emotional and mental health.

“Even when you get the physical component 
together, if you don’t focus on the mental, there’s a 
disconnect,” says Kurt. “Bringing it all together and 
feeling your best allows you to give your best, not only 
to yourself and at home, but also to your community.”

To hear their personal health testimonials, tune in to 
their podcast, The Magnetism of Optimism.

“Our faith plays a really big part in this because we 
want that to be the foundation,” says Kurt. “There’s so 
much negativity out there, but here is where you can 
hear something uplifting, something positive that can 
keep you going.” CoupleyFit.com

Healthy 
Together

ARTICLE SUE  BALDANI 
PHOTOGRAPHY LINDSAY BORG
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Avocado Spring Rolls

Thai Peanut Sauce
+ 1 Tbsp. garlic 
+ 1 Tbsp. ginger, fresh 
+ 2 Tbsp. lime juice 
+ 1/2 cup creamy peanut butter 
+ 2 Tbsp. low-sodium soy sauce 
+ 2 Tbsp. rice vinegar 
+ 1 Tbsp. hoisin sauce 

+ 1 package rice paper spring roll wrappers
+ 1 (5 oz.) bag baby spring lettuces 
+ 2 oz. Vermicelli rice noodles  
+ 1 red bell pepper, cut into strips 
+ 1 cucumber, sliced 
+ 1 avocado, peeled and sliced 
+ 1 cup shredded carrots 
+ 1 cup thinly sliced purple cabbage 
+ fresh mint and basil 

Combine all ingredients in a medium-sized bowl 
and whisk until smooth. Serve immediately as a 
dipping sauce with the spring rolls. Store the sauce 
in the refrigerator for up to five days. 

Fill a wide bowl with at least an inch of warm water. Dip 
one rice paper wrap in the water and let soften for five to 
10 seconds. Remove from the water and lay on your work 
surface. Place a handful of the greens toward one end of 
the soaked wrap. Top with the other veggies, noodles, 
and herbs. Pick up the end of the rice paper closest to 
your mound of veggies and tightly wrap it over the veg-
gies. Grab each end and fold over like a burrito. The paper 
will stick to itself. Continue wrapping the roll until sealed. 
Continue making the rolls this way until you’ve made all 
you want or are out of ingredients. Store the rolls covered 
in the refrigerator until ready to eat, then cut in half. Enjoy 
with Thai peanut sauce.

A COUPLE’S HOLISTIC  
(AND TEAM) APPROACH  
TO WELLNESS
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SALE! SALE! SALE! SALE!

20%
OFF

CONSOLES, ACCENT 
CHESTS & TABLES

4140 S ARIZONA AVE., CHANDLER, AZ
SPICEUPYOURHOME.COM    480-848-5997

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS (OFFER EXPIRES 04/30/21)
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Have Your Long Term Care  
Insurance Premiums Gone UP?
DO NOT CANCEL YOUR POLICY -AMADA CAN HELP!  

Call us at 480-999-5250 for a  
FREE LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE ANALYSIS.
Serving and Caring for the East Valley • www.AmadaMesa.com

Companion and Personal Care • Respite Care • Meal Preparation
Medication Reminders • Light Housekeeping • Errands/Shopping
Post-Op Care • Alzheimer’s Care • End of Life Non-Medical Care

Franchise Opportunities

For more information go to
MassageLuXeFranchise.com

Welcome to your future business.

It’s been called “The World’s Most Valuable 
Commodity”: TIME.  Successful businesses have 
successful managers, who in turn have successful 

owners. Though the manager relishes in the 
success of the business through wages, it’s the 

owner that’s rewarded with both TIME and profits. 
The path to business ownership awaits you!

Chandler, AZ

Lancaster, PA

Lake Mary, FL

1706814

They matter to me.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, Bloomington, IL

I get it. Your home and car are more than just things. They’re where you make your 
memories and they deserve the right protection. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Debbie Wiltse, Agent
4980 S Alma School Road 
Chandler, AZ  85248
Bus: 480-792-9468
debbie@debbiewiltse.com
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LOCALLY OWNED

is Definitely a
Arizona’s Reliable Transmissions

IT IS SAFE TO SAY THAT IN THE RAZACK FAMILY, TRANSMIS-
SION FLUID RUNS THROUGH THEIR VEINS.

Jr and his son Inteaz—who goes by Sean—opened Arizona’s 
Reliable Transmissions in October 2020.

Jr has been building transmissions since the early 1980s, Sean 
says, and five of Jr’s brothers are also in the transmission business.

“Our family has multiple shops in the Valley and also along the 
East coast and in Toronto, Canada,” Sean says, adding that his 
brother has a transmission shop in Goodyear.

“I have always been around the business since growing up in New 
York, whether I was at my dad’s shop or one of my uncle’s shops.”

As the business name implies, Sean and Jr focus mainly on trans-
mission-related work. Both men bring a great deal of experience to 
their new business.

“As long as it has a transmission, we can work on it—either foreign 
or domestic, automatic or manual,” Sean says.

“We also work on transfer cases and differentials, and we can 
do conversions going from automatic to manual or the other way 
around, and also performance transmissions.”

No matter what brings customers into Arizona’s Reliable 
Transmissions, Sean says they can count on getting high-quality 
work at fair prices.

“There are not too many family-owned transmission shops in the 
East valley but there are a lot of franchise-owned shops which tend 
to charge an arm and a leg more than what we would,” Sean says.

In fact, Sean says, knowing that he is able 
to help his customers get back on the road 
in a cost-efficient manner is something he 
especially enjoys about his work—in addition 
to getting to spend the days with his dad.

“Of course, working with such a close 
family member we are going to butt heads 
from time to time, but overall it’s great and 
goes smoothly the majority of the time.”

Sean says he and Jr are happy with the 
number of repeat customers they get at 
their shop, as well as how pleased people 
are when they learn their transmission can 
be repaired.

“Customers are always happy when we 
are honest with them and most importantly 
save them quite a bit of money. In most 
cases your transmission will not need to be 
rebuilt, a repair will get you taken care of, 
whether it be an electrical issue, valve body, 
or even cable related issues. 

Arizona’s Reliable Transmissions, 6615 W. 
Chandler Blvd., 480.597.6237, AZReliable-
Transmissions.com        

FATHER AND SON JR AND INTEAZ RAZACK 
OPENED THEIR BUSINESS IN THE FALL OF 2020

ARTICLE ALISON STANTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY LINDSAY BORG

family affair
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@BARROSPIZZA
BARROSPIZZA.COMDINE-IN • TAKE-OUT • ONLINE • DELIVERY 

ALMA SCHOOL RD.
& WARNER RD.

(480) 963-4720

MCQUEEN RD.
& RIGGS RD.

(480) 895-2555

ALMA SCHOOL RD.
& GERMANN RD.
(480) 917-0077

AT THE FOLLOWING
CHANDLER LOCATIONS:

Dine-in or take-out only. Not valid with online orders. Cannot be combined
with any other offers. Valid only at the below three Chandler locations.

DINE-IN, TAKE-OUT 
OR DELIVERY

15% OFF

NOW OFFERING 
MINI 8" PIZZAS!

· Automatic & Manual Transmissions
· Transfer Cases & Differentials
· Transmission Experts

· Cost Efficient Repairs
· Free Local Towing with Major Repair
· Financing Availiable

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  //  6615 WEST CHANDLER BOULEVARD CHANDLER, AZ 85226

40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

DOMESTIC & FOREIGN

A Z R E L I A B L E T R A N S M I S S I O N S . C O M

4 8 0 - 5 9 7 - 6 2 3 74 8 0 - 5 9 7 - 6 2 3 7
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3175 S Price Rd | Chandler, Arizona 85248
480-470-7679

aquiladental.com
Dr. Higgs

HAPPY PATIENTS ARE OUR BUSINESS

Can’t get time off to come into the dentist for a consultation? 
In-person consultations are a thing of the past, visit our website for  
a FREE Smile Virtual Consult from Dr. Higgs!
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BIG THINGS ARE HAPPENING FOR PHOENIX RISING 
FOOTBALL CLUB, ARIZONA’S HIGHEST-LEVEL PRO-
FESSIONAL SOCCER TEAM. The club broke ground on a 
new stadium last fall with an expected opening date of on 
or around May 1—just in time for the start of the next United 
Soccer League (USL) championship season.

The club is making the move from its former home 
near Tempe on the Salt River Reservation to a new facility 
located near Wild Horse Pass within the Gila River Indian 
Community. Prior to COVID-19, Phoenix Rising regularly sold 
out home games at its former 6,200 capacity stadium. Upon 
completion, the new stadium will hold around 10,000, making 
for a 40% capacity increase.

“We’ve had a great few years, an incredible winning streak, 
and we frequently sold out matches,” says Bobby Dulle, 
Phoenix Rising general manager. “The next step is to increase 
capacity and improve the fan experience.”

With input from fans, the new stadium will improve upon 
areas where the former lacked. Like the old stadium, the new 
one will be modular in design, allowing for more flexibility and 
cost effectiveness—but that’s where the similarities end.

In addition to the increased capacity, the new stadium will 
include an enhanced video board, a larger press box, improved 
sound, permanent restrooms, and a new family-friendly gen-
eral admission section opposite the rambunctious support-
ers group seating area. It will also have two practice fields, 
permanent locker rooms, and improved entry and exit points, 
allowing for smoother access. Additionally, there will be a per-
manent ticket office and an on-site administrative office.

PHOENIX RISING BRINGS SOCCER 
AND SERVICE TO CHANDLER

ARTICLE ANGEL FUCHS | PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED

NEW 
STADIUM 
RISING

Owner Didier Drogba
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“We’ve had a great 
few years, an 

incredible winning 
streak, and we 
frequently sold 
out matches.”

CONTINUED  >
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Funding and cost details for the build are not available, 
but Dulles confirmed that the stadium is a private invest-
ment and does not utilize public funds. 

The new stadium will not only help generate revenue to the 
City of Chandler and surrounding areas, but will also open up 
many philanthropic opportunities in the community, as well. 
The players are actively involved in various community ser-
vice projects, ranging from tree planting initiatives to reading 
to students while online during the pandemic.

According to Director of Communications and Marketing, 
Jason Minnick, the team is currently looking for community 
partners to work with for those types of projects. 

Prior to selecting Wild Horse Pass for its new stadium 
and training facility site, Phoenix Rising spent the past four 
years discussing possible stadium locations with several 
local governments, including Maricopa County, Mesa, 
Phoenix, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, 
Scottsdale, and Tempe. The Wild Horse Pass locale was 
particularly attractive due to its proximity to Phoenix Sky 
Harbor Airport and the accessibility the new section of the 
202 Loop offered. Minnick says the location is just a short 18 
minute drive from the West Valley. 

“The new location for the stadium is fantastic,” Dulle says. 
“It has an existing infrastructure with paved roads, and is 
more centrally located, in close proximity to everything.” 

The club currently plays in the USL Championship, with 
aspirations to become an expansion team in Major League 
Soccer (MLS), the highest level of pro soccer in the United 
States. The new stadium is a step in the right direction. 

“Our goal is to to take soccer to the highest level in 
Arizona, and we’re very excited about what we’ve done 
and the progress we’re making,” Dulle says. “MLS is very 
competitive, and there are a lot of markets trying to get 
there. This move will allow us to check our goals and make 
room to expand down the road.” 

Phoenix Rising will be going into its fifth season as a 
team, and prior to COVID-19, the club had impressive 
statistics—including selling out 23 consecutive matches. 
They also won the 2018 and 2020 Western Conference 
Championships, and in 2019, the team won 20 consecutive 
matches. That’s  the longest winning streak in American 
professional soccer history.

The pandemic definitely slowed down the momentum, but 
also influenced some decisions in regards to the new stadium.

“The health and safety of everyone was a priority and 
top-of-mind in the planning,” says Dulle. “We will open with 
limited capacity in line with the recommended guidelines 
at the time, but we remain cautiously optimistic.”

The fan experience is a top priority for Phoenix Rising FC. The 
new stadium was designed with that in mind, and according to 
Dulle, there won’t be a bad seat in the house. Season ticket prices 
start as low as $200 for the upcoming season. 

“We are so excited for what’s in store for our fans and the commu-
nity,” Dulle says. “We want to bring together Arizona and rise as one!”

For season tickets or more information, 
call 623.594.9606 or visit PhxRisingFC.com. 

NEW STADIUM RISING  (CONTINUED)

Rising midfielder Jon Bakero, 
forward Rufat Dadashov, defender 
Joey Calistri, defender Darnell 
King, and goalkeeper Zac Lubin

INTERESTING FACT:
One of Phoenix Rising's owners is the legendary Chelsea and Ivory 
Coast striker, Didier Drogba. Drogba was the first player-owner in 
football history. He played a pivotal role in helping to end a civil 
war in his home by using his platform to make an impassioned 
speech, which resulted in a cease fire. 
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(480) 534-1884  |  johnnysgreek.com

4975 S Alma School Rd 
Alma School &
Chandler Heights

Located
inside

Hornacek’s

480-802-5555  | hornaceksgolf.com 

4975 S Alma School Road 
In the Promenade at Fulton Ranch

4 SIMULATORS
INCLUDING TRACKMAN

Jeremy Wright
NMLS ID# 545187

Chandler Mortgage Experts. At work for you.
Your next home will be second to none. You deserve a 
mortgage expert equally as impressive. One who knows 
the area and its intricacies. Discover how our concierge 
level service and industry expertise can accommodate 
all of your mortgage needs.

• Jumbo Mortgages and Construction Loans

• No Private Mortgage Insurance for Residential Loans

• Streamlined Lending Process with Flexible and  
 Creative Solutions

midfirstprivatebank.com/chandler
480.384.5754
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OPEN HOUSE
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HOMEHOME

HOMEHOME

Whom makes its products using sustainable 
hardwood, with materials made from recy-
cled polystyrene pulled from the oceans, and 
non-toxic paints and finishes. This 72" sofa 
features faux down seating.This smart faucet from Kohler features voice-ac-

tivated technology that dispenses measured 
amounts of water at your spoken command, 
avoiding water waste. It's also touchless—turn 
the water on or off with a wave of your hand.

Local company Neighbor creates pre-
mium outdoor furniture and goods that 
are made of solid teak wood harvested 
from FSC certified forests—meaning the 
products are responsibly sourced and the 
forests are sustainable.

The molds for all of Haand's creations, 
including this dinner set, are carved by 
hand, and each piece contains reused 
scraps from past products. The compa-
ny's proprietary dip-glazing application 
process produces zero waste. 

4 EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCTS FOR YOUR HOME

ARTICLE MICHELLE GLICKSMAN 
PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED

ARTIFACTS 
KITCHEN FAUCET

THE PHILOSOPHER SOFA

TH
E 

C
H

A
IR

3-PIECE 
RIPPLE SET

WhomHome.com | $2,697

US.Kohler.com | $981

HiNeighbor.com | $900

Haand.us | $114G
RE

EN
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480-962-0939 | www.premiumgranite.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 2004 

Natural 
Stone & 
Quartz 

Countertops



ROAD TRIP
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ARTICLE AND PHOTOGRAPHY MICHELLE GLICKSMAN

TAKE A DAY TRIP TO ONE OF ARIZONA’S MOST 
UNIQUE RESEARCH FACILITIES

I N  T H E  D E S E R T

JUST 20 MILES NORTH OF TUCSON LIES A PLACE 
CALLED ORACLE. It is there where, in 1987, construction 
began on a sophisticated model of planet Earth. Once 
constructed, it would be considered one of the 50 must-
see wonders of the world (Time Life Books), and draw both 
researchers and visitors from around the world.

But though there are now daily tours available, it wasn’t 
always open to the public.

Biosphere 2 was created with a mission to serve as a 
place of research, teaching, and learning about the planet, 
its living systems, and its place in the universe.

It was designed to be a marvel in the desert; a science 
experiment like no another. Here, 3 acres of biomes under 
a glass roof form a living laboratory; a closed ecological 
system with a mature rainforest that houses more than 
90 tropical tree species, an ocean with a coral reef, a 
savanna grassland, forested swamps with mangrove 
trees, and a coastal fog desert. 

It is the largest earth and environmental laboratory, 
offering a place to study how ecosystems respond to 
changes in temperature, moisture, and more. It was the 
largest attempt—and is still the largest facility—that was 
designed and constructed to understand, in part, how 
earth systems function.

“The mission of Biosphere 2 is to advance our under-
standing of the natural and man-made environment 

through unique experimentation, training of interdisciplin-
ary scientists, science education and public outreach, and 
organization of meetings to address grand challenges that 
affect the quality of life and the understanding of our place 
in the universe,” the website explains of its mission.

Why was it built in Oracle, Arizona? The area’s 200 
sunny days and relatively stable geologic area (no earth-
quakes) were the main draw, offering stability to the des-
tination and its large glass structure.

Biosphere 2 was built with the biomes and living spaces, 
and technical infrastructure built under the facility.

Beginning in September 1991 through September 1993, 
four men and four women lived closed-in at Biosphere 2 
(named “2” as the Earth itself is considered the first bio-
sphere) for a much-publicized closed-system experiment, 
testing a sustainable planetary ecosystem. For various 
reasons—including low food and oxygen—it failed. Still, 
researchers did glean insights from it.

A second mission was held in 1993, and then, throughout 
the years, Biosphere 2 changed hands.

In 2007, the University of Arizona (UofA) assumed man-
agement of Biosphere 2, “with a vision of understanding 
complex environmental systems by engaging both the 

CONTINUED  >
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scientific community and the pubic, 
integrating large-scale experimenta-
tion with computational modeling and 
advancing awareness of the environ-
mental and resource challenges.”

In 2011, UofA was gifted Biosphere 2’s 
campus and facilities.

Today, Biosphere 2 is used  for 
research by scientists from all over the 
world, as well as the public. Through 
2019, it drew more than 110,000 visitors 
a year. The Biosphere 2 Experience is 

currently offered in-person, and takes 
visitors around the exterior and por-
tions of the interior.

It’s a unique place to visit, as there is 
no other place in the world where the 
research and experiments that are and 
have taken place can be conducted. 
While you can study the rainforest, you 
can’t put the entire rainforest under 
glass—but here is one on a smaller scale, 
along with other of the Earth’s biomes. 
Biosphere2.org

ROAD TRIP  (CONTINUED)
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GIVE ME YOUR 
TO-DO LIST.

I'LL GET IT DONE!

Your small job specialist .

CALL MARK AT 
MY HANDYMAN

816-591-1056

CHANDLER
CHAMBER

Connecting Chandler
COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION

WOMEN IN
LEADERSHIP

WORKFORCE
& EDUCATION

LEADS GROUPS

ECONOMIC
UPDATE

DIVERSITY,
EQUITY & INCLUSION

Stay connected with the Chandler 
Chamber, and be connected 
to local businesses and the 

community. We embrace diversity. 
We attract and retain businesses. 

We provide programming and 
information for the entire 

community. Connect to the 
Chamber and join the conversation. 

Monthly virtual events are available for 
member and non-members. Go to our 

website for more information.

       ChandlerChamber.com

Find us on Social Media:
@ChandlerChamber
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WHAT’S ON VIEW

Artist Ariana Enriquez with 
her work, Hum of the Desert 

ARTICLE ALISON STANTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED

Art 
Around 
Town

OUR TOWN
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ART FANS OF ALL AGES CAN ENJOY THE LOVELY SPRING 
WEATHER AND NUMEROUS PIECES OF PUBLIC ART AS 
THEY STROLL AROUND THE CITY OF CHANDLER, BURNING 
CALORIES, AND NOT FUEL, DURING THIS EARTH MONTH.

As Peter Bugg, visual arts coordinator for the City of Chandler 
notes, the City has about 200 pieces in its collection.

While many of these are wall pieces on display in offices and 
conference rooms throughout Chandler, Bugg says there are doz-
ens in public locations.

For instance, the following seven pieces can be enjoyed during 
leisurely walks around town.

Monuments to Us: This mural is located in the Downtown 
Breezeway and was created by artists Cam DeCaussin and 
Joey Salamon. The north side of the mural features images of 

Chandler’s roots; moving south, the images highlight iconic 
contemporary buildings.

Turbulent Shade: This shade structure is on the outside of 
the City Hall Building. The stainless-steel shade structure by 
Ned Kahn Studios was completed in 2010. It is made up of 
individual, perforated panels that pivot, creating a wind-ani-
mated effect. The piece was completed in collaboration with 
architecture firm Smith Group.

Infinite Wave: Artist Jeff Zischke created this eye-catching 
shade structure made of metal; it can be found on the outside 
of Chandler Museum.

Sun Slides: coLAB studio created this piece, which is made 
from metal and is located on the outside of the Oregon St. 
parking garage.

“We picked f ive art ists who teamed up with students 
from ICAN to create designs that were then printed and 

insta l led a long Chandler Boulevard.”

CONTINUED  >

Monuments to Us
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Cubizm: These colorful metal benches featuring differ-
ent patterns were made by artist Jeff Zischke, and are also 
on the outside of the Oregon St. parking garage.

Journey to Downtown Chandler: This mural on the west 
side of SanTan Brewery was created by Such & Champ 
Styles. It features colorful images of cacti and some of the 
plants used in the brewing of beer, along with the brewery 
and San Marcos hotel in the background, set against a 
blue sky with palm trees.

Hum of the Desert: Artist  Ariana Enriquez created 
this colorful mural on Commonwealth St., just north of 
SanTan Brewery. Enriquez was inspired by the idea of 

water as a vital part of the desert. The mural features 
flowing water, flowering cacti, hummingbirds, bees, and 
the king protea flower.

In your travels, you might notice that there is also color-
ful and often whimsical art alongside and on top of some 
of the utility boxes throughout Chandler.

Bugg explains that the City arranged for artwork to be 
added to 10 utility boxes in 2019, and another five in 2020.

“We teamed up with economic development in 2019 to 
help Uptown Chandler create more of a sense of place. 
After we did the 10 along Arizona Avenue and Alma 
School Road, we had such great feedback we wanted to 

“Al l of the art ists have 
some local t ies, a lthough 
some of them have 
moved away since the 
project began. Most st i l l 
l ive in the Val ley, and a 
few right in Chandler.”

OUR TOWN  (CONTINUED)

Cubizm
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do it again,” Bugg says, adding that the Arts Commission 
decided to work with ICAN for the next round.

“We picked five artists who teamed up with students 
from ICAN to create designs that were then printed and 
installed along Chandler Boulevard.”

The designs are all printed on vinyl and then adhered to 
the sides and tops of the utility boxes.

The images include a cartoonish and humorous inter-
pretation of the wires and other internal workings of a 
utility box; birds, insects and botanical elements; pieces 
of juicy fig; and a gila monster and iguana on the back of 
a friendly tortoise.

People can find the 15 “artistic” utility boxes on Chandler 
Boulevard between Hamilton  and Hartford streets,  on 
Arizona Avenue between Ray Road and the canal, and on 
Alma School Road between Ray Road and Summit.

“All of the artists have some local ties, although 
some of them have moved away since the project 
began. Most still live in the Valley, and a few right in 
Chandler,” Bugg says.

For more information and the locations of many of the public 
works in Chandler, visit GIS.ChandlerAZ.Gov/PublicArtTour. 

Photo by Bill Timmerman

Infinate Wave

Journey to Downtown Chandler
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My purpose is to educate, lead, and support others 
to discover investing peace of mind. I take the time 

to understand your goals and work together to 
create a financial strategy to meet them.

SERVICES OFFERED:
Investments Strategies | Retirement Strategies

401K plan Implementation | Advanced Business Strategies
College Planning | Analysis of Current Portfolio  

Educational Seminars and Classes | Life Insurance 

Fee-based financial planning and investment advisory services are offered by LifeTyme Financial 
Advisors, LLC” a Registered Investment Advisor in the State of AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, GA, IL, MD, MN, NJ, 
NV, PA, SC, TX, VA, WV. Insurance products and services are offered through LifeTyme Financial Group, 
LLC. LifeTyme Financial Advisors, LLC and LifeTyme Financial Group, LLC are affiliated companies.

For the month of April: mention this ad and 
receive a free consultation for your current 
financial plan or I can help you create one.

(630) 209-2845 | csmith@ltfgllc.com
ltfusa.com/team/cathy-smith

Cathy Smith

Enjoy One of Our Many $5 Margarita Flavors
Family-Owned and Operated

Serving our customers with care and gratitude.

Moreno's Mexican Grill Express
4981 S. Arizona Ave. (Next to Alamo Drafthouse)

(480) 494-5473  //   MorenosMexicanGrillaz.com

M-Sat 8:00 am - 8:30 pm
Sun 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
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E A T  +  D R I N K

City Lifestyle

G E T  I N S P I R E D

S H O P  L O C A L
Y O U R  D I G I T A L  D E S T I N A T I O N  
F O R  L O C A L  L I V I N G

The Boutique That Celebrates 
Your Lifestyle and Originality!

ADDRE SSADDRE SS
950 E. Riggs Road Suite 6

CALL USCALL US
480.802.6757

SHOP OUR WEBSITE!SHOP OUR WEBSITE!
JudyWearBoutique.com
HOURSHOURS
Monday-Friday 11-5 | Saturday 11-3

KEEP IN TOUCHKEEP IN TOUCH

NO FOOLING  
AT JUDYWEAR... 

NEW SPRING ITEMS 
ARRIVING WEEKLY!

Fenini 
Habitat

Jess n Jane
Tribal

Oh My Gauze
Yushi 

alisha.d
Brighton

Shana
and more....

TINSEL TUESDAY  
2nd Tuesday of each month. 

CHARITY SATURDAY  
4th Saturday of the month.

HOME DELIVERIES 
Within a 10 mile radius.
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2 CHANDLER LOCATIONS!
1949 W Ray Rd #23  |  2815 E Ocotillo Rd Suite #4

WWW.BACKFITHEALTH.COM

DO YOU SUFFER FROM KNEE PAIN?
Have problems staying active, kneeling or standing up?

Are you tired of taking pain medications for your knees?

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION/EVALUATION
480-534-4235

ARIZONA’S PREMIER MULTISPECIALTY MEDICAL CENTER

You might qualify for our Non-surgical Knee Treatment Program

LIFESTYLE CALENDAR

1-10
APPROACHING THE NATURAL: 
ARTWORK BY MARY MEYER AND 
AIMEE OLLINGER
The Gallery at the CCA

For millennia, humans have tried to 
replicate nature through scientific 
and artistic means. However, the 
fallible nature of human hands never 
allows us to fully capture the intrinsic 
beauty of nature. Artworks by Mary 
Meyer and Aimee Ollinger continu-
ally approach the natural, with their 
splendor lying in the artists’ reinter-
pretation of the organic forms. Meyer 
creates  reliefs and wall sculptures; 
Ollinger  embroidery and mixed 
media work. VisionGallery.org

3, 10, 17, 24
DOWNTOWN CHANDLER  
FARMERS MARKET
Dr. A.J. Chandler Park West

Head Downtown and support doz-
ens of local vendors offering fresh 
produce, prepared food, beverages, 
and unique goods at the Downtown 
Chandler Farmers Market. This 
year-round market takes place every 
Saturday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. October 
through May, at  Dr. A.J. Chandler 
Park West. There are  extra safety 
precautions  to ensure both market 
vendors and customers are fol-
lowing strict COVID-19 guidelines. 
ChandlerAZ.gov

3, 10, 17, 24
YOGA IN THE PARK
Dr. A.J. Chandler Park

Yoga in the Park will start at 10 a.m. 
in the parklet of Dr. A.J. Chandler 
Park by Crust Restaurant. This free, 
45-minute class is perfect for begin-
ners and experienced yogis alike. 

AP
RI
L
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ONE STEP AT A TIME
create memories

dance for fun. Dance to improve your health.  
Dance to get swept off your feet. Teaching the world to 
 dance since 1947, come learn and enjoy this ageless art. 

Celebrating 25 years as the premier ballroom dance studio.

NEW  
STUDENT  
SPECIAL!

$39 two private lessons
40 minute lessons. Single or couple.

FredAstaire.com/Chandler

480-917-9133

AP
RI
L Just bring a mat, sunscreen and water. 

COVID safety precautions will be 
observed. ChandlerAZ.gov

3
FAMILY EASTER CELEBRATION
Tumbleweed Park

No bunny does Easter like Chandler's 
Family Easter Celebration, especially 
when it’s re-imagined! Families will 
be able to stroll through one of  two 
Easter trails to see the decorations, 
capture a family moment, and let  lit-
tle bunnies  pick-up some goodies 
along the way. Kids 12 and under will 
receive a goodie bag. Both trails are 
the same in features and decorations. 
ChandlerAZ.gov

3-MAY 8
PLAY HARD
Vision Gallery

For this exhibition, Melissa Sclafani 
and Ellie Richards examine what it 
means to play, and who has the ability 
to do so. This lighthearted exhibition 
with serious themes will inspire you 
to reconsider an element of our lives 
that we take for granted. Lace up 
those sneakers and get ready to play! 
VisionGallery.org

6-MAY 25
ONCE UPON A PLAYGROUND
Chandler Museum

The classic metal and wood 
structures that have populated 
playgrounds for most of the 20th 
century—metal slides,  jungle gyms, 
merry-go-rounds, seesaws—have 
become beloved artifacts of child-
hood. Part of the personal histories 
of many over the age of 30, they are 
a tangible piece of the country’s cul-
tural and industrial design heritage. 

CONTINUED  >
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View a visual tribute to these van-
ishing playgrounds of our past. 
ChandlerMuseum.org

8
SONORAN SIPPIN'
Desert Botanical Garden

Wrap-up your week with a flo-
ral-inspired welcome drink and an 
evening out in nature at the Garden. 
This event  nights features music, 
socially-distanced fun, and an 
after-hours look at Waterlily Pond 
Studio. Bars are located throughout 
the Garden, and the Patio Café and 
Gertrude’s Restaurant will be open. 
Online reservations are required.   
DesertBotanicalGarden.com

10-18
2021 CHANDLER FAMILY BIKE RIDE
Virtual

This event encourages  the commu-
nity to get out and get moving on 
City bike paths, trails, and streets 
for fun and healthy exercise. As with 
the 2020 event, this year’s  Family 
Bike Ride encourages participants 
to enjoy one or more bike rides 
and share their experience with the 
community through their personal 
social media accounts and the 
event page on Facebook. Register at 
ChandlerAZ.gov/familybikeride.

14-MAY 6
CUSD 2021
The Gallery at CCA

Chandler Unified School District’s 
most gifted artists put their work on 
display for the community to experi-
ence in this annual showcase. The bur-
geoning artists from Basha, Hamilton, 
Perry, Erie, Casteel and Chandler high 
schools display their talents and view-
points through paintings, drawings, 

AP
RI
L

1 1 0 0  S O U T H  D O B S O N  R O A D ,  # 2 2 3 
C H A N D L E R ,  A Z  8 5 2 8 6  

(The PRESIDIO, North Building, 2nd Floor)

2019
Dr. Michelle Jeffries

Medical Dermatology • Cosmetic Dermatology • Surgical Skin Care Treatment
Let us keep yours the healthiest it can be!

OF COURSE!  WE ALL DO.

Rosemary Geary, MD & Ryan Falsey, MD, PhD have been appointed to the University of Arizona faculty. They 
provide residents and medical students with a state of the art teaching environment allowing them to excel  
in the field of Dermatology.

480.821.8888  |  evderm.com

Katherine Lim Quan, MD Jill McKenzie, MD

Board Certified & Fellows in Mohs Micrographic Surgery

Valley Skin
Cancer Surgery

480.214.0388  |  vscsaz.com

East Valley
Dermatology Center
Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

LIFESTYLE CALENDAR
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Would you like to get in touch with 
us? We would love to hear from you! 
Contact us at CityLifestyle.com/
Chandler using the Get In Touch link 
and let us know what you think.

AP
RI
L sculptures, jewelry, and photographs. 

With over 100 works on display, there 
is always something for everyone in 
this exhibition. VisionGallery.org

16
63RD HASHKNIFE PONY  
EXPRESS ARRIVAL
Scottsdale Stadium

This annual ride of the Hashknife 
Pony Express, the oldest officially 
sanctioned Pony Express in the world 
and a part of Old Town’s legacy, is 
something to behold.  At noon, the 
Hashknife Pony Express will arrive 
at Scottsdale Stadium and deliver 
more than 20,000 pieces of U.S. 
Mail. HashKnifePonyExpress.com

WISDOM 
TEETH IMPL ANTS JAW 

PAIN

CHANDLER’S EXPERT FOR THE MOST 
ADVANCED ORAL SURGERY CARE

SMILE AND EAT 
CONFIDENTLY

Chandler: 2450 W Ray Rd. Suite 1,  
Chandler AZ 85224 

San Tan Valley: 36327 N. Gantzel Rd. Suite 102,  
San Tan Valley AZ 85140

(480) 814-9500

CHANDLER’S EXPERT FOR THE MOST ADVANCED ORAL SURGERY CARE

NISH SHAH  DMD, MD, F.A.C.S  

Board Certified Oral Surgeon

WISDOM TEETH IMPLANTS JAW PAIN

AZORAL.COM

WISDOM 
TEETH IMPL ANTS JAW 

PAIN

CHANDLER’S EXPERT FOR THE MOST 
ADVANCED ORAL SURGERY CARE

SMILE AND EAT 
CONFIDENTLY
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HOMETOWN HERO

ARTICLE MICHELLE  TALSMA EVERSON 
PHOTOGRAPHY LINDSAY BORG

A CHANDLER TEEN  
EARNS STATEWIDE RECOGNITION 

FOR HER DEDICATION TO 
COMMUNITY SERVICE

S p i r i t  o f 
C o m m u n i t y

A n i k a  A t t a l u r i

TEENS LIKE HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR 
ANIKA ATTALURI REMIND US THAT THE FUTURE 
IS BRIGHT.

Attaluri was just named one of Arizona’s top 
youth volunteers of 2021 by The Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards. As a state honoree, she won 
a $2,500 college scholarship—and will find out this 
month if she is one of America’s top youth volunteers 
of the year. While she volunteers with a variety of non-
profits, it’s her role with the My School Votes (MSV) 
program that landed her the national honor.

“As a 17-year old first-generation American, I under-
stand how daunting the voting process can be for 
first-time voters,” she explains. “So, I was ecstatic to 
join My School Votes to institutionalize this sustainable 
program in Arizona communities. We were able to 
break down the voting process and help voters, espe-
cially in areas of low voter turnout rates, to register to 
vote. Furthermore, I created a variety of non-partisan, 
educational resources to promote civic engagement in 
communities. As a result, there is now a paved path 
so first-time voters can vote with confidence, ensuring 
accurate political representation. Due to COVID-19, we 
had to create a model from scratch in order to reach 
young people where they are.”

With the national election over, she continues 
to work with the MSV team to keep communities 
engaged. She graduates next month and plans to study 
biomedical engineering and continue to volunteer.
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Find the
new you.

If you’re ready to reclaim your life, get healthy, and start 
living an active life, our highly skilled surgical weight loss team 
is here to help. Our team of experts will support you through 
every step from meeting with our nutritionist and preoperative 
care team, through surgery, and participating in our peer-
based support groups.

Learn how weight loss surgery can transform you and your life, 
visit dignityazweightloss.org or call 877.428.6478.

With two convenient locations in Gilbert and Glendale. 

See more of Megan’s story
at dignityazweightloss.org



cathy carter
Real Estate Professional | ABR,CRS,CDPE, CLHMS

480.459.8488

cathycarter1@cox.net

www.RealEstateChandler.com

WHO YOU WORK WITH MATTERS
Know Your Options Before You List!

Working with a Licensed Realtor vs. an Instant Buyer (IBuyer)/ 
Cash Buyer can actually cost you thousands of dollars. When  
you’re looking to sell luxury real estate in Chandler, Gilbert, or  
any of the surrounding communities, you have more options  

today than ever before. Please call today for more information.


