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American Fisheries Society  
June Management Committee Meeting 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (EDT), Monday, June 18, 2018 

 

 
MC Participants:  Steve McMullin, Joe Margraf, Heather Hettinger, Randy Schultz, Rebecca Krogman, Craig 
Bonds, John Boreman (Constitutional Consultant, non-voting) Mary Beth Loewen (Constitutional Consultant 
Apprentice, non-voting), Doug Austen (Executive Director, non-voting) 
 
Emerging Leaders:  Patrick O’Rourke 
 
AFS Staff:  Dan Cassidy, Drue Winters 
 

Meeting Notes: 
 

1. Welcome/Determination of Quorum - Quorum was not attained.  Meeting was for 
information and discussion purposes only. 

2. Agenda was discussed – only addition was to request an update on the Annual Meeting 
Revenue Sharing Model proposed by McMullin at the May Management Committee (MC) 
meeting.  McMullin stated that it was discussed during the June 4 Officer call and additional 
revisions will be included in a new version that will be provided to the MC in either July or at 
the Atlantic City meeting of the MC. 

3. Lack of quorum prevented approval of minutes from the May 29, 2018 Management 
Committee meeting.  Minutes will be presented to the MC at the July meeting. 

4. Constitutional Consultants report (Boreman) –  
A. Mary Beth Loewen was introduced as new CC Apprentice.  She will participate in a one-

year training program and take over from Boreman at the June 2019 MC meeting. 
B. An expected motion for the July 2018 meeting will be for the establishment of a student 

subunit at McGill University, Quebec. 
C. An expected motion for consideration at the July 2018 MC meeting or at Atlantic City 

will be the request to establish a new AFS unit in Egypt.  This will require AFS 
membership approval. 

5. President/Officers report 
A. McMullin - Reported ongoing work on AFS awards and the plenary session schedule.  

This is a significant and important task and the Awards chairs, Christine Moffiit and Bob 
Curry, as well as many individual award committees, are to be commended for their 
work.  McMullin and President-elect Trushenski are also seeking members interested in 
working on the various awards committees.   McMullin noted that he will be attending 
the annual meeting of the Fisheries Society of the British Isles in July. 

B. Margraf – Reported work on revisions to various AFS committees 
i. Potential to eliminate the Endangered Species Committee and move 

responsibility to the Imperiled Species Section 
ii. Merge External Affairs and Resolutions into the Resource Policy 

Committee 
iii. Eliminate Names of Aquatic Invertebrates Committee 
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iv. Explore options with the Past Presidents Advisory Committee (PPAC) to 
have an elected chair and serve for up to two years. This will be discussed 
at the PPAC luncheon in Atlantic City 

v. There has been some discussion on combining the Professional 
Certification Committee and the Board of Appeals but it was suggested 
that this may create a conflict of interest. 

6. Executive Director and AFS staff report 
a. 2nd VP election status (Austen) – Vote results have been sent to the Vote Auditors 

(Lisa Kerr and Kathy Mills) for confirmation.  It is expected that the candidates will be 
informed of the results by late June or first days of July 

b. Staff activities updates (Austen) 
i. TAFS and NAJFM editor selections – Trent Sutton and Dan Isermann  

ii. Editor-in-Chiefs : 
1. Jeff Schaeffer – Fisheries magazine 
2. Deb Murie – Marine and Coastal Fisheries 
3. Dan Daugherty – North American Journal of Fisheries Management 
4. Derek Aday – Transactions of the American Fisheries Society 

iii. Fisheries Managing Editor selection process has moved to a selection of two 
finalists who were recommended by the initial review panel of Aaron Lerner, 
Laura Hendee and Kurt West.  A final interview by Austen and Lerner (and 
possibly Jeff Schaeffer) will take place this week with selection by the end of 
the week. 

iv. Journals Assistant Production Manager – Laure Hendee will initiate a search 
in the next week or two for this position. 

c. Atlantic City meeting of the Management Committee will be from 1-5 p.m. on Friday, 
August 17 while the Governing Board will meet from 8 a.m. to 5p.m. on Saturday, 
August 18.  Hotel room options are increasingly limited so make sure to make a 
reservation as soon as possible. 

d. Policy update – AFS Policy Director Drue Winters reviewed status of several issues. 
i. Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (RAWA) currently has 66 co-sponsors (in 

addition to Reps. Fortenberry).  The AFS Cal-Neva chapter sent support 
letters to the entire CA delegation and this has been immensely helpful to 
Winters in establishing visits and obtaining sponsorship.  Unfortunately the 
development of a companion bill in the Senate has been delayed due to lack 
of primary bill sponsor.  Senator James Risch (Idaho) is a potential lead 
sponsor but he has expressed concerns about the dedicated funding 
component of the bill. Partners are working to determine next steps for 
Senate introduction. 

ii. Senate Interior Appropriations bill has been moving but funding for the 
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Units is unclear and will continue to be 
researched.  (Follow-up note - Senate Appropriations Report provides for a 
small increase of $250,000 for the Co-Op units and the language calls for it to 
be directed to to research Moose at the southern end of their range in New 
England.  The increase is smaller than the House mark.) 
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iii. Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) – A House appropriations bill includes a rider to 
repeal the 2015 WOTUS rule, but the Senate bill does not contain the poison 
pill rider.  The Administration has submitted a proposed repeal rule to the 
Office of Management and Budget for review.   This generally takes at least 
30 days, but this review could be longer.  After OMB review, the EPA will put 
the proposed rule out for public comment.  A “Headwaters Working Group” 
has been convened to develop a fisheries position paper and submit 
comments to the EPA on the rule-making when the new rule is made 
available. 

iv. The Magnuson-Stevens Working Group has been progressing and is 
developing a more robust climate change component for the report.  A draft 
final report will be submitted to the AFS Marine Fisheries Section for review 
and eventual be submitted to AFS Officers or the Management Committee 
for endorsement. 

e. Financial update for 1st Quarter of CY2018 (Cassidy) –  
AFS maintains a strong financial position and holds a majority of its assets in cash 
and investments. Keep in mind that about 60% of the investment account is 
comprised of restricted funds—chapter and award fund investments—and are not 
available for operating purposes. Overall, the 2018 budget includes an ambitious 
income target that is actually higher than 2017 actual results. While it is too early to 
tell how 2018 operations will end, it is safe to say a strong contributing factor is 
annual meeting performance.  Early meeting indicators, such as number of symposia 
and papers, point towards strong meeting attendance based on experience. For 
additional financial insights, see the briefing slides in Attachment A. 
 

7. Additional Topics – none presented 
 

8. Next MC meeting is at 3:00 p.m. EDT on Monday, July 16, 2018 
 

9. Adjourned at 4:11 p.m. EDT. 
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Attachment A – Financial Update for 1st 
Quarter 2018 
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