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The International Herald Tribune agreed on Monday to settle the last of three libel cases brought 

against it in Singapore courts because of two opinion articles that officials of the authoritarian 

Government said defamed them.  

In the settlement, the paper agreed to pay $214,285 to Lee Kuan Yew, the former Prime Minister, 

who has dominated the politics of the Southeast Asian city-state for 30 years, officials of the 

paper said.  

The battle has drawn attention because it appeared to test how far American news organizations 

would compromise with governments that reject American free press guarantees. Some 

journalists and emigres from Singapore have criticized the paper, which is owned by The New 

York Times Company and The Washington Post Company, for being too conciliatory in the 

confrontation.  

The International Herald Tribune apologized in print for both opinion articles last year and in 

July was assessed $678,571 in damages in a civil suit concerning an earlier article. As part of the 

settlement on Monday, the paper dropped an appeal of that ruling.  

The article involved in the settlement on Monday was by Christopher Lingle, an American 

academic who was teaching in Singapore when it was published in October 1994. That article 

suggested, without mentioning Singapore, that some Asian leaders relied "on a compliant 

judiciary to bankrupt opposition politicians."  

Asserting that he had been defamed, Lee Kuan Yew brought the civil libel suit that was settled 

on Monday. In addition, the Singapore Government brought a criminal case based on Mr. 

Lingle's article. The Government asserted that the paper was in contempt of court because of the 

article's assertions about the Singapore judiciary.  

In January a Singapore court found that the article constituted criminal contempt and fined the 

paper $7,100 and Mr. Lingle $6,800.  

The Singapore Government seized funds that Mr. Lingle had left on deposit in Singapore to pay 

his fine. Mr. Lingle was also sued in the civil case settled on Monday, but he was not represented 

in the case and the settlement does not include him.  

The earlier article, published in August 1994, was by a writer based in Hong Kong, Philip 

Bowring. It suggested that "dynastic politics" exist in Singapore. The former Prime Minister said 

that article implied that he had engaged in nepotism, even though it did not name him or his son, 



Lee Hsien Loong, the current Deputy Prime Minister, who is widely regarded as likely to be 

Singapore's next Prime Minister.  

In response to criticism last summer, the co-chairmen of The International Herald Tribune, 

Katherine Graham of The Washington Post Company and Arthur Ochs Sulzberger of The New 

York Times Company, said both of their papers had repeatedly defended the principle of a free 

press. "To think that we would set a different standard for a newspaper that our companies 

jointly own is ludicrous," they said.  

 


