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Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., gives her victory speech at a
Democratic election watch party in Boston, Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018.
(AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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Anonymous staff say
Warren’s DNA test
decision was a ‘strategic
failure’ and reparations
are needed if seeking a
presidential bid

NY Times reports Sen. Warren’s DNA test
may have darkened Presidential ambitions
By Vincent Schilling
On December 6th, New York Times reporter Astead W. Herndon
released an article titled: Elizabeth Warren Stands by DNA Test. But
Around Her, Worries Abound which discussed how the infamous
DNA test — which Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts took to prove evidence of Native American ancestry
— may have likely led to a darkening of her presidential ambitions
for 2020.
Additionally, Warren staff members, advisers, and former advisers,
who spoke to the New York Times on condition of anonymity, said
they were “shocked” and “rattled” by Warren’s decision to take the
test, with one former staff member stating the decision was a
“depressing and unforgettable … strategic failure.”
Continue reading Schilling's piece here
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Special counsel's legal filings allege that ‘Individual 1’
(the president) directed a crime
A series of filings by special counsel Robert Mueller last
week raised new questions about the presidency of
Donald J. Trump. The documents identify "Individual 1" as
directing illegal actions, but only represent the beginning
of the criminal process that is unfolding. It's time to ask
hard questions about the presidency and what's ahead.

Is the president a crook?
President Donald J. Trump at the Army-Navy game
Saturday. (Photo via YouTube)

In November 1973, at a news conference President
Richard Nixon defended himself before reporters.

“I made my mistakes, but in all of my years of public life, I have never profited, never profited from public
service — I earned every cent,” the president said. “And in all of my years of public life, I have never
obstructed justice. And I think, too, that I could say that in my years of public life, that I welcome this kind of
examination, because people have got to know whether or not their president is a crook. Well, I am not a
crook. I have earned everything I have got.”
The people have got to know whether or not their president is a crook. Federal prosecutors have now publicly
alleged that the answer is yes, the president is a crook.
The key documents come from the two legal channels, filings by the Special Counsel Robert Mueller, as well
as additional filings by the U.S. Justice Department prosecutors representing the Southern District of New
York. One of the documents is a sentencing memo for Trump’s former lawyer, Michael Cohen.
“The defendant’s crime was serious,” reports the sentencing memo filed by special counsel. “The defendant
admitted he told these lies—which he made publicly and in submissions to Congress—in order to minimize
links between the Moscow Project and Individual 1 and give the false impression that the Moscow Project
had ended before the Iowa caucus and the first presidential primaries, in hopes of limiting the ongoing Russia
investigations …”
Read the other questions Trahant asks by clicking here

Now that's a fish name:
Razorback Sucker off endangered
list with Tribes' help
By Lee Allen
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is reporting that the
Razorback Sucker (and the
Humpback Chub) are proposed
to have a change in status from
endangered to threatened.
Navajo fisheries, along with
other biologists from the
Jicarilla Apache Nation,
Southern Ute, and Ute Mountain
tribes have played a big part in
the return. Courtesy photos
Navajo fisheries, biologists from Jicarilla Apache Nation, Southern Ute, and Ute Mountain tribes have
played a big part
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is reporting that the Razorback Sucker (and the Humpback Chub) are
proposed to have a change in status from endangered to threatened. Navajo fisheries, along with other
biologists from the Jicarilla Apache Nation, Southern Ute, and Ute Mountain tribes have played a big part in
the return of the Razorbacks.
Although these fish have a face that only a mother could love, there are lots of people and organizations —
including the four Native American tribes — that have been working to ensure the continuing survival of the
Razorback Sucker.
Tom Chart, Director of the Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish Recovery Program says they have been
working to create an environment more friendly to the fish populations. “Our partners along the Colorado
River have restored flow, created habitat, removed non-native predators, and re-established populations
across the species range, which are key components to recovery.”
The Razorback Sucker, a unique-looking fish with a sharp-edged hump or ‘razorback’ behind its head, is one
of the largest of the Sucker fish family that goes as far back as 5 million years. Feeding on insects, plankton,
and plant matter, it can live up to 40 years and grow to 3 feet in length.
Continue reading about the fish here

Northern E²posure returning?
Elaine Miles says 'maybe,' but is
not sure if she is involved
By Vincent Schilling
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Creator Joshua Brand tight-lipped, but expects Native
presence on the possible reboot
Who could forget the multiple Emmy-award winning
television series Northern Exposure, which ran for 110
episodes on CBS from 1990 to 1995? The series, which
concentrated on a young Jewish doctor from New York
who operates his practice in a small Alaskan town, was
enjoyed by millions during its primetime six-year run.
The Emmy-Award winning cast of the popular television
series Northern Exposure: The cast, listed clockwise from
the far left are: Elaine Miles, Darren E. Burrows, Peg
Phillips, John Cullum, Cynthia Geary, Barry Corbin, Janine
Turner, and Rob Morrow. Photo: CBS/Photofest

Some of the most comedic moments of the show were
the interactions between an extremely high-strung Dr.
Joel Fleischman, played by Rob Morrow, and his laid
back and unflinching Native Alaskan secretary Marilyn
Whirlwind, played by Elaine Miles.

The report said more than 70,000 people died of drug
overdoses last year alone, a nearly 10 percent
increase from 2016 and the highest ever in the United
States for a single year. (As a comparison: Only about
17,000 people died of overdoses in 1999.)
Other enjoyable characters included millionaire
businessman Maurice Minnifield, played by Barry
Corbin, the tough pilot Maggie O’Connell, played by
Janine Turner and the Native Alaskan handyman Ed
Chigliak, played by Darren E. Burrows. Many of the
actors still share close friendships to this day.
In a conversation with Elaine Miles, she shares in
short that she isn’t too sure if she is involved, but
touched on some of the pleasant moments from the
past.
Read Schilling's conversation with Elaine Miles here

Dr. Joel Fleischman, played by Rob Morrow,
and his laid back and unflinching Native
Alaskan secretary Marilyn Whirlwind, played by
Elaine Miles. Photo: CBS
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In the Spring of 2017, an image of a group of Wisconsin High
School students making a collective Nazi salute went viral
prompting reactions from all over the world.
Photo: Peter Gust

Baraboo School ramps up efforts for
diversity teaching after student Nazi salute
By Vincent Schilling
In the Spring of 2017, an image of a group of
Wisconsin High School students making a collective
Nazi salute went viral prompting reactions from all
over the world. The Baraboo superintendent said the
students would not be formally punished for the
actions related to the photo due to their first
amendment rights, and because the image was not
taken on school grounds and that the photographer
was an independent contractor not affiliated with the
school.
In response to the social media backlash, which
included one tweet from the Auschwitz Memorial
Twitter account, calling the incident as “It is so hard
to find words,” the school has initiated a series of
talks and responses embracing diversity and is using
the incident to foster a teaching moment for the
school.
As reported in the online news website Slate,
“despite a 10-day investigation there are still lots of
things school authorities don’t know. “Despite our
efforts, we are still unclear about some key details,”
the superintendent wrote on Wednesday.”
Finish reading the article here

Savanna’s Act passed by Senate,
moves onto House for vote
By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye
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The act creates efforts to bring national MMIW
statistics to tribes, originally introduced by
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp.

The Senate has passed Savanna’s Act and the
bill is now on its way to the House of
Representatives.

Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind, 22, was killed in 2017. (Twitter)

Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND), chairman of the
Senate on Indian Affairs announced the
passing of the S. 1942 bill.

“Savanna’s Act will provide Indian tribes with better access to databases that track missing and
unidentified persons across the country,” Hoeven said. “This will help bring greater awareness
regarding tragic cases of missing and murdered Indians in the United States.” (Read the rest of
Bennett-Begaye's story on MMIW here)
News Release form the United States Senate Committee on Indian Affairs reported the following
S. 1942 is named for Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind from North Dakota, who was tragically murdered in
2017. The bill:
Improves tribal access to federal databases that track missing and unidentified persons, specifically
American Indians and Alaska Natives.
Requires the Department of Justice to consult with Indian tribes while developing national law
enforcement and justice guidelines when responding to cases involving missing and murdered
Indians.
Incentivizes federal, tribal, state, and local law enforcement agencies to incorporate these guidelines
into existing processes.
Provides Indian tribes and law enforcement agencies with training and technical assistance relating
to the implementation of the guidelines developed under this Act.
Mandates annual reporting to Congress on known statistics relating to missing and murdered
Indians in the United States.
Read entire press release here
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Watch online: The ICT Weekly Video News Report by Vincent Schilling
for 12-10-18
Topics: Last Mohawk code talker honored, Savanna's Act approved in Senate, PJ Vegas,
Terrible flu tragedy, Warren's DNA

Make sure to
visit our website
on your smartphone!
IndianCountryToday.com
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Native American Agriculture Fund to begin grantmaking in 2019
News Release
The Native American Agriculture Fund
The Native American Agriculture Fund (NAAF) launched its
website today and is soliciting public feedback to inform
NAAF’s priorities and future funding activities. NAAF plans
to begin its first round of grantmaking in 2019. To view the
survey and find additional information about NAAF, please
visit NativeAmericanAgricultureFund.org.

Photo courtesy: Henry Be

NAAF was created by the settlement of the landmark Keepseagle v. Vilsack class-action lawsuit. The
charitable trust provides grants to eligible organizations for business assistance, agricultural education,
technical support, and advocacy services to support Native American farmers and ranchers. With
approximately $266 million in funding, NAAF is the single largest philanthropic organization devoted solely
to serving the Native American farming and ranching community. In accordance with the terms of the
settlement agreement, it must distribute its funds within a period of 20 years.
“It is critical that we directly engage Native farmers and ranchers from the very beginning of our work,” said
Janie Simms Hipp, President/CEO of the Native American Agriculture Fund and citizen of the Chickasaw
Nation of Oklahoma. “These funds present an incredible opportunity to strengthen food sovereignty and
Native food systems, and ultimately improve the economic vitality, health and wellbeing of our
communities.”
The launch of NAAF’s website and feedback survey is the first step in its public communications efforts.
Those interested in receiving the latest news from NAAF may sign up for the organization’s e-newsletter, or
follow NAAF on Twitter and Facebook. NAAF will also conduct a series of listening sessions beginning in
2019 within Native communities around the United States, and is committed to transparent and regular
communication about its grants process, financial reports, and distribution of funds.

Have questions about our weekly ICT
newsletter?

Contributions to this
newsletter courtesy

Reach out to Associate Editor
Vincent Schilling
vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
Twitter- @VinceSchilling

Kolby KickingWoman
Twitter - @kdkw_406

Thanks
For Reading!
'I’m
buying
my land
back, one bag at a time.'
By John Tepton
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Nearly all of the lands in United States of America,
including Alaska, once being thought of as “our land.”
So there he was, a young Alaska Native man, maybe 30,
maybe 35, standing in line with a bag of pre-mixed soil in
his arms at Home Depot. A woman is standing in line
right behind him. She has stuff in her hands too.
“So what are you planting?”
“Nothing,” he said.
“But you’ve got pre-mixed soil there.” she said.
“No, not planting anything,” he said. “I’m buying my land back, one sack at a time. And I have receipts.”
This little story was told to me by my son Mark, a friend of Kevin O’Halloran, the one who coined what I think
is the most profound statement in America.
The symbolism here for Native people everywhere, is likely the greatest story ever told. It’s a story of nearly
all of the lands in United States of America, including Alaska, once being thought of as “our land.” When I was
a youngster, Dad and us boys went caribou hunting at Denali every year. Along the way, we’d see signs
posted: “No Trespassing.” Dad would comment: “This used to be our land.”
That’s how we thought.
Native people have had a hard time wrapping their arms around the concept of “owning land.” Land was the
same as air we breathe, freely given by the Creator. So were the waters of the sea and rivers of the
countryside.
So it has taken a couple of generations for us to be able to think in terms of buying land and owning it – even
at one bag at a time. The comment was probably said in jest, but I can understand the meaning of it.
When the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, they probably thought they had arrived in a new land. What they
didn’t know is that Native American tribes had lived and died there since time immemorial.
Click here to finish
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