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Senator Heidi Heitkamp, a Democrat from North Dakota, 
introduced Savanna’s Act in 2017. The bill, which would serve to 
address the crisis of Missing and Murdered Women and Girls, 
initially passed unanimously in the Senate but stalled in the 
House after U.S. Rep. Bob Goodlatte, a Republican in Virginia, 
questioned language in the bill. 
 
According to Heitkamp’s office — Savanna’s Act, which would 
increase access to crime database information for murdered 
and missing Indigenous women for federal agencies and more — 
is legislation to ensure North Dakota’s tribes have the 
information and resources they need to protect women and girls 
from violence, abduction, and human trafficking.
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Savanna’s Act creates 
access to crime info on 
Murdered and Missing 

Indigenous Women, But 
the House is stalling 

on a vote

By Vincent Schilling

Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., tells a panel of law enforcement officials 
that efforts to prevent and solve the deaths and disappearance of Native 
American women must improve. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 



On Savanna's Act: 
Heitkamp tells House:  Get to work. 

'You're getting a paycheck!' continued

By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter December ÉÑ, ÊÈÉÐ    Page Ê

In a series of tweets, Heitkamp began a thread with the 
following: @RepGoodlatte is blocking my bill, 
#SavannasAct, from moving forward. Call his office at 
202-225-5431 to urge him to support this important 
legislation that would help address the epidemic of 
missing & murdered Native American women across our 
country. #MMIW”
 
Heitkamp is also challenging Goodlatte’s office regarding 
their questioning of language in the bill, which had 
already passed unanimously in the Senate.
 
“What it is, is that there is a preference in the bill for 
grants from two law enforcement grant programs for 
states, localities, and tribes that have implemented 
guidelines for addressing the issue of missing and 
murdered indigenous women. A needed step. But 
Chairman Goodlatte doesn't want that preference for 
Indian Country or communities. That shows a serious lack 
of understanding about how serious the epidemic of 
missing and murdered Indigenous people is." 
 
"Additionally, Savanna's Act also addresses a serious 
problem that happens to Native women in urban areas 
and other parts of the country.”
 
Though the House returns to session Wednesday, the 
final days are near the Christmas holiday and many of the 
politicians voted out are now without official offices, 
thus, the passage of Savanna’s Act seems dire. But 
Senator Heitkamp says House members need to do the 
jobs they were paid to do.
 
Heitkamp told Indian Country Today, “Congressman 
Kramer has said we are out of time, I say, 'well, you 
wouldn’t be out of time if you came back to work.'” 
Heitkamp says she has been meeting with other 
legislators to include Senator Schumer to see if there 
might be options to keep Savanna’s Act alive. 
 

Heitkamp's offices also told Indian Country Today via 
email that the House Republican leadership could bring 
up the bill for a vote and bypass Goodlatte's stalling of 
the bill if they wanted to do so. 
 
“The easy thing would be for House leadership to put it 
on the suspension calendar and pass it, but 
unfortunately one congressman over there who isn't 
even going to be there next year has decided to hold it 
up. And I think that's incredibly unfortunate,” said 
Heitkamp.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The most important thing that we can do for these 
crime victims is to recognize them and to say they are a 
priority and this year-end refusal to do this does exactly 
the opposite. That's why I am being so aggressive on 
trying to get this done. We haven't given up and I'm not 
going to give up trying to get this thing done until the 
gavel goes down.” 
 
Senator Heitkamp says she had a message for those 
House members who might refuse to return to DC to 
vote in the session. “Come back to work. You're getting 
a paycheck.

In 2017, Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind was murdered by a 
couple who sought to take her unborn child. Her body was 
later found days later, floating in a river. 
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Act creates accountability for federal agencies for 
Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women - Rep. 
Goodlatte may not vote

Rep. Bob Goodlatte introduces Ben Cline, R-Rockbridge as the new 6th 
Congressional District winner on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018 at Holiday Inn at 
Tanglewood in Roanoke. (Heather Rousseau /The Roanoke Times via 
AP) 

Heitkamp submitted a series of tweets in one thread outlining how constituents could call on Goodlatte to move 
forward. She even reached out to Goodlatte’s son Bobby Goodlatte in an appeal to approve the act.
 
Though Goodlatte may have been the sole figure holding up Savannah’s Act, Heitkamp’s bill faces another obstacle. 
 
Having been stalled last week, the House is out until Wednesday and is scheduled to have only a few days back 
after that. Considering the end of the session is near, it is near the Christmas holiday and many of the politicians 
voted out are now without official offices, the questionable passage of Savanna’s Act (as well as a federal 
spending bill and President Donald J. Trump’s Mexican border wall) looks like an uphill climb.
 
As Julie Hirschfeld Davis and Emily Cochrane reported in the New York Times: 
 
… Trump, Democratic leaders and the Republican-controlled Congress are at a stalemate over the president’s 
treasured border wall. But House Republican leaders are also confronting a more mundane and awkward problem: 
Their vanquished and retiring members are sick and tired of Washington and don’t want to show up anymore to vote.
 
Hirschfield and Cochrane are calling the state of the House “The revenge of the lame ducks.”
 
See Heitkamp tweets and finish reading story here

A Republican Congressman 
and other factors stalling 

Savanna’s Act 

Last Thursday, Senator Heidi Heitkamp of North 
Dakota issued a series of tweets calling out U.S. 
Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Virginia, for holding up her bill, 
Savanna’s Act. 
 
In Heitkamp’s tweets, she called on Goodlatte with 
the following: “@RepGoodlatte is blocking my bill, 
#SavannasAct, from moving forward. Call his office 
at 202-225-5431 to urge him to support this 
important legislation that would help address the 
epidemic of missing & murdered Native American 
women across our country. #MMIW”

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/16/us/politics/congress-trump-shutdown.html
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/a-republican-congressman-and-other-factors-stalling-savanna-s-act-uyMkRtXgOE6H_ySrx6MQ0w/
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Kenneth Kahn is the Tribal Chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. 

By Kenneth Kahn

The next Interior Secretary should 
understand tribal sovereignty 

With the departure of Ryan Zinke from the Department of the 
Interior, Indian Country has an opportunity to advocate for the 
appointment of a new secretary who has a clear understanding of 
tribal sovereignty and other crucial matters that concern native 
people.
 
I am submitting this open letter to encourage Congressman Jeff 
Denham, R-California, to consider putting his name forward for the 
position, and I would encourage my fellow tribal leaders to ask 
him to do the same. 
 
Denham was elected in 2010 to represent a largely agriculturally 
based district in California’s central valley. While his district does 
not include any of California’s 109 federally recognized tribes, he 
has made it a priority to serve on the panel with jurisdiction over 
Indian Country during his entire career in Congress. During his 
years on the House Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska 
Native Affairs, Denham has served as a powerful voice for the 
under-represented and worked on a bipartisan basis to introduce 
dozens of bills to protect the sovereign rights of tribes and the 
dignity of native people. 
 
The next two years will see a number of critical issues come 
before the Department of Interior, including seeing through the 
ongoing efforts to reorganize the agency itself. Having a person at 
the helm of this agency who fully understands and values the 
relationship between tribes and United States has never been 
more pressing. I believe Congressman Jeff Denham is that person, 
and I would encourage others to support him as well.

http://healthcare.gov/
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Zinke wasted no time in mixing it up with all three interests. At the request of President Donald J. Trump, 
Zinke reviewed 27 national monuments, opening their status for development, and stripping tribal 
governments a say in how those lands would be managed.
 
A three-fer.
 
Except almost immediately a coalition of tribes and environmental groups moved the fight into the federal 
judiciary. A number of lawsuits will determine if Zinke even had the legal authority to reduce the size of the 
monuments. As the tribal arguments in the legal proceedings stated: “It was the largest rollback, whether by 
a president or Congress, of federally protected lands in United States history. The Trump Proclamation 
provided almost no justification for removing Antiquities Act protections from 1.1 million acres of public 
lands and tens of thousands of historical objects.”
 
That case will continue. Probably for years. And, in the meantime, the next secretary will have to notify the 
court before actual drilling.
 
The New York Times reported that Zinke’s actions were about promoting oil and gas. Yet the secretary is 
supposed to act as the trustee for tribes. And, as the Grand Canyon Trust put it, the Interior Department has 
already spent nearly $1 million on “a plan for a shrunken monument that likely won’t stand up to a legal 
challenge when it’s complete.”
 
Continue reading Trahant's story on Zinke resigning by clicking here

Public interest group says Zinke one of the most 'dubious' 
members of presidential cabinet with 17 investigations

Two years ago Ryan Zinke was riding high. He was 
moving from representing Montana in the Congress to 
running the Department of Interior. In the West it’s the gig 
to get. The secretary controls more public lands than 
many state governors. The secretary has a huge say in oil 
and gas leasing. And the secretary is the primary 
government official responsible for carrying out treaty and 
trust obligation to tribes.

Department of Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke resigns; some critics 
call him 'a monumental disaster' 

Ryan Zinke

https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/74-tribal-response.pdf
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/interior-secretary-resigns-critics-call-him-a-monumental-disaster-vdsrXFc6u0y-FppciyuRsA/
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indigenous author discussed the meaning of the title and revealed how the tragic circumstances 
surrounding a difficult upbringing and his mother’s experience in residential schools, affected 
his life.
 
As the CBC article How writing about his difficult childhood helped Darrel J. McLeod heal — and 
help others in the process describes the book: “McLeod bares the raw pain of his childhood on 
the page, recounting what it means to be a receiver of inter-generational trauma, while also 
enduring racism and abuse from non-Indigenous people in Canada.”
 
The article also states how he went about the process which included reading Margaret 
Laurence’s book, The Diviners, in which the main character would sit by a window and watch the 
river and write, how he and two French professors would sit at their house and discuss his life 
story, and how as a former school principal, he would tell stories with teachers. One day an elder, 
by the name of Catherine Bird, told him, 'Darrel you have to write this story down. It will help 
somebody someday.'
 

Darrel McLeod wins a top literary award for 
'Mamaskatch, A Cree Coming of Age' 

Mamaskatch: A Cree Coming of Age, by Darrel J. McLeod wins the 2018 
Governor General’s Literary Award for Non-fiction 

Darrel J. McCleod, Cree from Treaty Eight 
Territory, Alberta, Canada, has just been 
awarded the Governor General's Literary 
Award for nonfiction, one of Canada’s oldest 
and most prestigious awards, which includes 
a $25,000 prize for his unflinching book on 
inter-generational trauma, and the effects of 
residential schools on his family, titled: 
Mamaskatch, A Cree Coming of Age.
 
In several CBC interviews, McCleod, a former 
federal chief negotiator of land claims and 
jazz musician and now acclaimed and 
internationally-recognized 

McCleod wins the Governor General's Literary Award, one of Canada’s 
oldest and most prestigious awards, and $25,000

https://www.cbc.ca/books/how-writing-about-his-difficult-childhood-helped-darrel-j-mcleod-heal-and-help-others-in-the-process-1.4907143
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Watch online: The ICT Weekly Video News Report by Vincent Schilling
 for 12-17-18 

Zinke resigns, Canadian Armed Forces new Spiritual Lodge, Jason Momoa leads a Haka and 
more ...

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/indian-country-today-weekly-video-news-report-by-vincent-schilling-for-12-17-18-E48xpmwiGkKTK5hJ-YWRzw/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/indian-country-today-weekly-video-news-report-by-vincent-schilling-for-12-17-18-E48xpmwiGkKTK5hJ-YWRzw/
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Have questions about our  weekly ICT 
newsletter?

 
Reach out to Associate Editor 

Vincent Schilling 
vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com 

Twitter- @VinceSchilling

A week's end review of the top stories in Indian Country Today as picked 
by our readers.

 
Click here to see the Top 10 stories from the week ending 

December 15, 2018

Contributions to this 
newsletter courtesy   

 
Kolby KickingWoman  

 
Twitter - @kdkw_406

mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/top-10-stories-what-indian-country-read-this-past-week-as-of-dec-15-2018-MTkJsjLsRkmjk5FsCLW4QQ/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/top-10-stories-what-indian-country-read-this-past-week-as-of-dec-15-2018-MTkJsjLsRkmjk5FsCLW4QQ/
https://twitter.com/kdkw_406
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/top-10-stories-what-indian-country-read-this-past-week-as-of-dec-15-2018-MTkJsjLsRkmjk5FsCLW4QQ/
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The 60th anniversary Wrangler National Finals Rodeo and the Junior National Finals Rodeo bring 
Native competitors

It’s that time of the year for rodeo fans, the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo and Junior 
National Finals Rodeo. The huge events conclude the season for professional and junior 
rodeo athletes, only the best in the world compete here for 10 days. Both competitions 
started on Dec. 6 and end tomorrow in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
Natives love rodeo. Many of them have been posting their pictures on social media or 
checking-in at one of the two arenas. Some traveled to the city so they could make the 
autograph session and maybe a round or two, and turn back around to get to work on 
time.
 
Next year’s professional rodeo event will be held Sin City -- and at least until 2024 in the 
current contract -- along with the 700-junior contestant event. Let’s meet these 10 
individuals representing Indian Country. 
 
Click here to read about the contestants

Meet the ÉÈ Native rodeo 
athletes competing in the two 

of the largest rodeos 

Dean Hoylan, 
Navajo
Tie-Down 
Roping

https://www.nfrexperience.com/juniornfr/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/meet-the-10-native-rodeo-athletes-competing-in-the-two-of-the-largest-rodeos-YTRak5mk90Chz2CbHUKY7A/


 
 

Thanks For Reading!

Dear Donor & friend of Indian Country Today:
 
A year ago Indian Country Today was dark. Yet many readers did not stop looking for stories. Every day 
readers checked the website, hoping that somehow there would be “new” news posted. That said a lot 
about our readers. They really wanted a Native perspective on the events of the day. Readers want a voice. 
And context. 
 
Yet the future for Indian Country Today was cloudy. 
 
I wrote in my blog at the time: “It’s easy to examine any news organization and see how things could be 
different. We think: There are a hundred ways Indian Country Today could have made it. And that’s just as 
true when I look at my own failed media enterprises — and I have a checklist of those — and then I think, “if 
only.” 
 
If only we had more money for creators. If only we had more funders. If only … never mind. There will be 
new media enterprises. And new failures. Along the way, there will be beautiful moments.”
 
I had no idea that I would be so involved with these beautiful moments that were ahead. And that they 
would happen so fast.
 
The owners at the time, the Oneida Nation, donated the assets of Indian Country Today to the National 
Congress of American Indians. And with that act, gave the digital publication a prospect for a new future. I 
agreed to join the enterprise.
 
There were two good things that came out of the hiatus of Indian Country Today. First, more Native 
journalists started writing for a variety of publications. And, second, Indian Country Today was given the 
freedom to reinvent itself. Unlike many news organizations, we did not have to go through the budget and 
figure out what to cut. We started with almost nothing and have been in a building mode ever since. 
 
I remember thinking that one of the reasons to bring Indian Country Today back to life was to support the 
work of so many talented Native American journalists. Over the years, the newspaper, the magazine, and 
the digital publication had become a solid business partner for so many journalism professionals. Indian 
Country Today paid well. And the readership was solid. 
 
But while Indian Country Today went silent … the journalism did not. Native writers simply found new 
outlets from High Country News to Reveal. There was good work getting done. 



 
 

Thanks For Reading!
I was hired in May to edit Indian Country Today after a series of meetings with the National Congress of 
American Indians about what the digital publication would look like, how it would operate, and how we could 
make sure that it was self-sustaining and independent. 
 
And we have had an amazing year. We are far ahead of schedule on rebuilding Indian Country Today as a digital 
news organization.
 
Sometime in the next few days, Indian Country Today will become a not-for-profit, Limited, Liability Corporation. 
The primary role for NCAI is to initially appoint the editor and to work with Indian Country Today on its business 
and finances. NCAI also invested early money into this project and our grants —  as well as your donations —  
flow through the nonprofit NCAI Fund. 
 
The editorial process for Indian Country Today is independent of our ownership.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a not-for-profit, Indian Country Today is looking for support from individuals, foundations, tribes, and 
companies. 
 
Even before we launched, readers donated more than $50,000 (and we will be asking again, shortly). We 
received $40,000 from the Bay & Paul Foundations. And a major grant from the NoVo Foundation for $750,000 
for three years. In addition, our advertising department is on track to exceed its expectations for our first year, 
adding money to our operations. Add it up and it’s an excellent start and it gives us a resource base to build a 
bigger enterprise.
 
I have three big ideas I am working on now: 
 
I want to fund a political reporter (the next Mark Trahant) to write about everything from the next round of 
Native candidates to run to in-depth coverage of who’s running for president right now. 
 
I am looking for money for a full-time climate justice reporter. We know Indian Country will be hit hard by 
climate change and I want tribal leaders and citizens to have as much information as possible. 
 
And, third, and this may be the ambitious project, we are working to create a national video newscast. (Along 
the lines of our election report.) I think this will go a long way toward creating a national agenda for Indian 
Country — and give us a voice in ways that have not been possible before. 
 
We have already had our practice run. Our election night broadcast was the first ever. (In case you missed it: 
Here is the midterm election next day results summary broadcast.)

https://vimeo.com/299598904/d231dd9ebb
https://goo.gl/3TkHvR


 
 

Thanks For Reading!
It was a big night for candidates, but it was also a big win for Native journalism.As I wrote to the staff the next 
morning: “If anyone in a news company ever, ever says, ‘I can’t find anyone’ when hiring … I will make them sit 
and watch all five hours. The talent from Indian Country is amazing.”
Not that everything has been perfect. 
 
We still have far more stories to write than we have writers to pull them off. But I suppose that will always be 
true. 
 
Fact is I want to raise a lot more money to pay writers. We ought to pay fairly, for both staff work and for 
freelance, so people will want to keep writing and telling their story. Right now, while we are in a building mode, 
the freelance budget is limited. But I expect it to grow. Significantly in the coming years, especially with your 
help. 
 
The driving force is readership. And we are building a significant readership, roughly 300,000 page views a 
month, or 1,622,955 for our first six months. My goal is to average 500,000 page views a month with spikes that 
top 1 million. What do we need for that to happen? We need people to peek in every day. To see what’s new on 
our site. And to share breaking news with their friends on social media. 
 
To that end, we are working on improving our structure for story placement. Our goal is to have new stories 
posted every day by 7 a.m. Eastern. Then I’d like a second round at 11 a.m., and another round at 3 p.m. We are 
not there yet.
 
We are also exploring a print option for the weekly newsletter. Our thinking is what if we could have the weekly 
newsletter printed just for those readers who like to read the printed word? Is that possible? And, if so, how 
would that work? We’ll let you know soon.
 
We would also like to have one new op-ed -- a voice from Indian Country -- every day. Eventually, I could see that 
being several a day as well. Right now our categories are limited: News, Opinion, Press Pool (and Classified 
Advertising). But as our content grows I think we can soon add Entertainment and Sports as standing sections 
as well. 
 
I should say something about Native voices. There is this idea in the media that people will not consume long 
stories. It’s sure not true for us. One of the most read stories this year was a historical piece by Suzan Harjo, “If 
you don’t know treaties and sovereignty, you don’t know history.” 
 
Readership of that single piece topped 150,000 (both from our piece, and from social media links). And get this: 
People spent 8 minutes and 12 seconds reading every one of the 5,400 words. We had similar results with a 
story by Crystal Echo Hawk with her piece “Changing Elizabeth Warren's story to one about Native America.”
 
A few more stats on readership. (all numbers are June 1st through December 1st).Most people read our work 
on their mobile device -- nearly 65 percent on the phone and another 5 percent on tablets (about 30 percent read 
us on a personal computer.) And, in case you are interested, the number one device is the Apple iPhone (at 35 
percent of all page views).
 
Our readership is young. Our number one demographic by age is 25 to 34; nearly 25 percent of our readership. 
Next are the ages of 35-44 (21 percent) and 45-54 (18 percent).
 
Our readership is more female than male -- 57 percent to 43 percent.



 
 

Thanks For Reading!
A few other innovations.
 
We want partnerships. We want tribal media to post our stories and vice versa. Our policy is that we are a news 
“service.” So all of our content is free. Tribal media can republish any of our stories at their discretion. We also want 
to publish more stories from tribal media, giving it national exposure. We also want to bring tribal media journalists 
to Washington and have them work with us for a month or so -- and then return to their home publication or radio 
station with new skills and insight about how Washington works.
 
This year we also partnered with Investigate West for a story on abandoned oil and gas wells across Indian Country. 
The story “Poison air at sheep camp” was reported and written by Rebecca Claren, and edited by Indian Country 
Today. We regularly post the work of High Country News, the Cronkite School, the Conversation, and on occasion, 
Kaiser Health News.
 
We are also working on a new stylebook. For example: Our style is to cite tribal identification as a clause after a 
name. Our thinking is tribal citizenship is not parenthetical. We are eager to destroy bureaucratic languages, such as 
the overuse of capitalization and acronyms.
 
Another Indian Country Today service is to post press releases as soon as we can. We receive dozens a day and Lisa 
J. Ellwood, a Lenape & Nanticoke, edits and moves them on to our pages. Our thinking is that people want to know 
what tribes are saying and there is no need for a filter. We publish this in a section we call the “Press Pool.”
 
There are several serious challenges remaining. One big one is technical. The former site, then called Indian Country 
Today Media Network, used a proprietary web architecture. When we converted to our new site, the Maven, we were 
unable to translate our archives. We have not given up on solving this problem, and we have backed up the material, 
but it’s been a thorny issue. In the future, one of our thoughts, is we should support multiple archive sites so that we 
are not dependent on any one technology.
 
I also want to say something about our ownership, the National Congress of American Indians. Under our new 
charter, NCAI’s role is primarily to appoint the editor and to help with the financial side of the operation. The 
advertising department reports to NCAI leadership, independently of the editor. This is as it should be. NCAI is not 
involved in any of the journalistic decisions. This has been a learning exercise for both institutions. 
 
In any story that mentions NCAI, we add this disclaimer: (The National Congress of American Indians is the owner of 
Indian Country Today and manages its business operations. The Indian Country Today editorial team operates 
independently as a digital journalism enterprise.) In addition, reporters and editors refrain from participating in NCAI 
meetings where strategy is discussed, or messaging, and any other activity that would undercut our role as 
journalists. 
 
Thank you for being a Founding Donor. We really could not have come this far without you. And thank you to Vincent 
Schilling, Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, Frank Hopper, Lisa J. Ellwood, Kolby Kicking Woman, Jamie Gomez, and Heather 
Donovan, and so many, many others, for building this new Indian Country Today. 
 
Mark Trahant, editor, Indian Country Today
 
 
 
Suggested amounts (Of course, any amount welcome):
Individual donor: $50.00 | Premium donor: $500.00 | Sustaining donor: $1,000 (and up)
Donate by clicking the "Donate Now" button
Or mail to: Indian Country Today, 1516 P Street NW, Washington, DC 20005

https://goo.gl/3TkHvR
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