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The Indian Child Welfare Act was dealt a substantial blow on Friday, 
when a U.S. Federal Judge in the Northern District of Texas ruled 
the landmark legislation unconstitutional. According to the law, 
when a Native child is up for adoption, family members, other tribal 
members, and then other Native homes are to be prioritized for 
placement. Ample research shows that all children, Native and non-
Native alike, have better outcomes when they are raised with family, 
extended family or in their community over state child welfare 
systems and foster homes. National child advocacy organizations 
have praised the act as a gold standard for child welfare. The act is 
often referred to by its acronym, ICWA.
 
The republican appointee, Judge Reed O’Conner, ruled ICWA is a 
“race based statute” that violates the Equal Protection Clause of the 
constitution. (Read the full decision and rest of story here)
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Native professor 

Matthew Fletcher: 
“Indian Country should be 

terrified. This is the fight of 
the 21st Century."

ICWA Unconstitutional?

https://bit.ly/2yy2tZI
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Setting-the-Record-Straight-ICWA-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://turtletalk.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/155-ordernotgrantingmtd.pdf
https://bit.ly/2C6q7jr


 

Ê5 empowering photos: 
The #IndigenousPeoplesDayÊÈÉ8 

celebration in Los Angeles
By Vincent Schilling
Photos by Anderson Gould Jr. Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter October 1È, ÊÈ18   Page Ê

 

Indigenous Peoples Day 2018 was in full swing in 
over 60 major cities across the country. Photos 
taken by Anderson Gould Jr.(See the photos here)

https://bit.ly/2ydISPh


Racist. Mean. Sad. Ugly. 
Pick the word: 

GOP official attacks Sharice Davids 

By Mark Trahant Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter October 1È, ÊÈ18 page Ë

“Little Ms. Pritchett- you and your comrades stealth attack on Yoder is going to blow up in your leftist face,” 
Kalny wrote. “The REAL REPUBLICANS will remember what the scum DEMONRATS tried to do to Kavanaugh 
in November. Your radical socialist kick boxing lesbian Indian will be sent back packing to the reservation.”
 
Davids, Ho Chunk, would be the first Native American woman to ever serve in Congress and would be the 
first lesbian to represent Kansas. Davids told the Star that the hate message “doesn’t represent Kansas 
values, and it doesn’t represent the values of the Republicans we know, many who support this campaign.”
 
The executive director of the Kansas Republican Party was critical of the Kalny message.
 
This comes on a good day for Davids. She was endorsed by former Vice President Joe Biden. “The people of 
Kansas deserve a representative who understands their concerns and shares their struggles,” Biden said. 
“Sharice lives those struggles herself and has focused her career on creating opportunities for middle-class 
families to get ahead. That work will continue in Congress, where Sharice will reach across the aisle to get 
things done for her district and our country. She’ll work hard to expand access to healthcare, to protect 
people with pre-existing conditions, and to make sure everyone has opportunities to succeed.” 
 
Davids said she was honored by the endorsement. “Vice President Biden and I share a commitment to 
service and a strong desire to expand the opportunities available to everyone. He understands the need for 
affordable healthcare, quality public education, and civil discourse among our leaders.,” she said. "I look 
forward to working together with him to create a better future for the Third District.”

Kansas Republican official unleashes racist, homophobic 
attack on Sharice Davids #NativeVote18

A Kansas Republican official unleashed a racist, homophobic 
attack on Sharice Davids Tuesday. 
 
According to the Kansas City Star, a Facebook message 
from precinct committeeman Michael Kalny of Shawnee to 
Anne Pritchett, president of the Johnson County Democratic 
Women’s north chapter, attacked Davids.
 
Davids is running against Rep. Kevin Yoder.

https://www.kansascity.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/the-buzz/article219720280.html
https://jocoelection.org/sites/default/files/Precinct%20Committee%20Man%20%26%20Woman%20-%20Republican.pdf
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Indian Country ally 
Willie Nelson 

releases fun political 
parody song 
#VoteEmOut 

Willie Nelson sings that if people don't like the politicians 
in office now, #VoteEmOut!
By Vincent Schilling
 
Earlier this week the Twitter account @MoveOn posted a 
fun jingle by Indian Country ally and award-winning country 
and folk singer Willie Nelson titled Vote ‘em Out. 
 
@MoveOn tweeted “.@WillieNelson debuts his new song, 
"Vote 'em out" and it's officially our favorite song of this 
election season. #VoteEmOut.” 
 
Willie Nelson has been a longtime ally to Indian Country 
issues and has often appeared and performed at concerts 
benefitting Native peoples as well as showing his support 
at presence to the water protectors at Standing Rock.
 
You can watch the video in the tweet here

https://www.healthcare.gov/
https://bit.ly/2RG9KiT


Jury ac�uits man of murder 
conspiracy in 

Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind death
By Vincent Schilling

Hoehn, 33, along with his ex-girlfriend Brooke Crews, 39, were charged with conspiring to murder the 
pregnant 22-year-old LaFontaine-Greywind and kidnap her baby. 
 
The case is a grisly one, in which Hoehn and Crews had abducted LaFontaine-Greywind, and claimed that 
she had fallen and hit her head on the bathroom sink. The pregnant woman then had the baby cut from 
her womb and had a rope placed around her neck to strangle her. The coroner has since ruled 
LaFontaine-Greywind’s death was from blood loss or strangulation.
 
Hoehn’s girlfriend has previously pleaded guilty to her charges and is now serving a life sentence in 
prison. Hoehn will be sentenced on his charges at a later date. He remains in custody. The maximum 
sentence on conspiring to kidnap is 20 years, while the lying to police charge is 360 days. 
 
The history of this case involves the initial disappearance of LaFontaine-Greywind, who became missing 
after being invited by Crews to her apartment under the false guise to help her with a sewing project.
 
When Hoehn and Crews were interviewed by police in the days following LaFontaine-Greywind’s 
disappearance, they said they had no idea of her whereabouts, but the police later learned Hoehn had 
talked with co-workers at Walmart about a newborn baby Crews’ had had, and that Hoehn had bought 
diapers at the store.
 
To finish reading the story by Schilling, click here
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Police issued a search warrant and found LaFontaine-
Greywind’s baby at the apartment, victim's body 
found in Red River

Though William Hoehn had pleaded guilty to felony 
charges of conspiring to commit kidnapping and lying 
to police, a 12-person jury found Hoehn not guilty of a 
charge of conspiring to murder Savanna LaFontaine-
Greywind in August 2017.

William Hoehn was acquitted of conspiring to murder Savanna 
LaFontaine-Greywind in August 2017. Photo: Video screen 
capture WDAY ABC 

https://bit.ly/2yeEoYA


 

Make sure to
visit our website

on your smartphone!

IndianCountryToday.com
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https://indiancountrytoday.com/
http://www.ncai.org/events/2018/10/21/75th-annual-convention-marketplace


Are you using our  
new ICT mobile 

platform? 
Get Indian Country 

Today 
on your phone!

 
Get our mobile phone 

app.
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Check out our latest #NativeNerd column in  Indian Country Today  
By Vincent Schilling 

 
This week's column: 

#NativeNerd movie review #Venom 
Spoilers at the bottom & my spot-on prediction 

Have questions about our  weekly ICT 
email? 

 
Reach out to Indian Country Today 
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling.  

email:  
vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com 

Twitter- @VinceSchilling
 

Contributions to the creation of this 
newsletter courtesy  
Kolby KickingWoman 

 
Twitter - @kdkw_406

 

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/pages/how-to-use-the-new-indian-country-today-think-mobile-EUnCnh1ef0me60Qy8FkUwg/
https://bit.ly/2yk6div
https://bit.ly/2yk6div
mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
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Group brings anti-Native costume 
petition to Yandy, 

CEO threatens to call police 
By Vincent Schilling

Amanda Blackhorse, Dine’. known for her activism in 
Indian Country against Native Mascots and for filing 
suits against the Washington NFL team, recently took to 
Twitter with a petition signed by 13,773 people 
opposing “their use of stolen Native identities as 
Halloween costumes for profit.”
 
Upon arrival, Blackhorse tweeted that Yandy CEO Jeff 
Watton told Blackhorse and others that he would refuse 
to have a discussion with them about the costumes, and 
told them to leave immediately.

Yandy CEO Jeff Watton told Amanda Blackhorse 
and others to leave when they voiced opposition to 
'Sexy Native' costumes

Watton also told them he would call the police.
 
In Blackhorse’s tweet she said: 
 
“We went back to @Yandy to deliver @zoexrain petition w/ 13,773 signatures opposing their use of stolen 
Native identities as Halloween costumes for profit. CEO Jeff Watton immediately told us to leave & 
threatened to call the police. He refused any discussion with us.”
 
Blackhorse’s reference to @zoexrain is the Twitter account of Zoe Dejecacion, who started the petition, Stop 
Yandy From Using Our Culture As A Costume, about two weeks ago on petition.org. 
 
In the petition’s description, Dejecacion writes the following:
 
For years, Indigenous peoples have been protesting the use of our culture as Halloween costumes. We have 
made efforts to discourage consumers from buying these costumes that grossly appropriate our culture and 
sacred regalia through education, but it is clear that we have to go straight to the source. 
 
Recently, Yandy has pulled their “Yandy Brave Red Maiden” based on the fictional show, The Handmaid’s Tale, 
due to backlash. However, when confronted about their Native costumes that mock a real culture, they refuse 
to pull them because they simply make them too much money ($150,000 a year), and they haven’t seen enough 
demonstration and outrage from the public.  (Read the rest of the article here)

Photo: Amanda Blackhorse Twitter

https://www.change.org/p/jeff-watton-stop-yandy-from-using-our-culture-as-a-costume?recruiter=89423481&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition&utm_term=51874ddd24384594823037dbb2942f16
https://bit.ly/2QJli3T


Work must stop: U.S. Court 
of Appeals denies permit for 

Mountain Valley Pipeline 
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Proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline map courtesy 
www.PipelineNetwork.org 

No Fracking: Court of Appeals vacated the 
permit issued by the Army Corps of Engineers 
under the Clean Water Act

Last Tuesday, the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit vacated the permit issued 
by the Army Corps of Engineers under the Clean 
Water Act for the fracked gas Mountain Valley 
Pipeline.
 
The ruling revokes the Mountain Valley Pipeline’s 
authority to construct its pipeline through 
waterways in the Corps’ Huntington District, and 
implicates the pipeline’s ability to trench through 
streams and wetlands anywhere along its route

Attorneys from Appalachian Mountain Advocates argued the case on behalf of the Sierra Club, West Virginia 
Rivers Coalition, Indian Creek Watershed Association, Appalachian Voices, and Chesapeake Climate Action 
Network. The case was argued before a three-judge panel of the Fourth Circuit just last Friday.
 
Because the pipeline’s certificate from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission specifies that all 
necessary permits must be in place before the project can proceed anywhere, Mountain Valley Pipeline must 
also halt work along its entire route.
 
In response, Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune released the following statement in a release. "We 
applaud the Fourth Circuit’s decision to vacate the permit for the fracked gas Mountain Valley Pipeline. 
Today’s decision shows polluting corporations trying to run roughshod through Appalachia will be held 
accountable. In their haste to make a quick buck, Mountain Valley Pipeline rushed essential processes 
because they knew there was no way their dirty project would ever satisfy commonsense protections for 
water and health. Now, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission must require Mountain Valley Pipeline to 
immediately stop construction on the pipeline.”
 
Read the entire article here

https://bit.ly/2pN6ENe
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