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"The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United 
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and 
Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 
Misdemeanors.”
 
— U.S. Constitution, Article II, section 4
 
Should President Donald J. Trump be impeached? 
 
In open court, Trump’s former lawyer and self-described fixer, 
Michael Cohen, told a judge Tuesday that he had committed a 
felony “in coordination with and at the direction of a candidate for 
federal office … for the principal purpose of influencing the 
election.”
(continued)
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That would be a conspiracy. And the candidate for federal office? That would be Trump. 
 
So could the president be charged with a crime? (Or, as was the case with President Richard 
Nixon in 1974, be named as an unindicted co-conspirator?) The official line of the Justice 
Department is that a sitting president cannot be charged. Many lawyers argue that the 
Constitution’s only relief is impeachment, a charge made by the U.S. House of Representatives 
which is followed by a trial in the U.S. Senate. 
 
Perhaps.
 
In 1804, a sitting vice president, Aaron Burr, shot and killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel. The 
state of New Jersey indicted Burr on a murder charge. But the debate in that case largely centered 
on whether Burr would have to testify. A Justice Department memo written in 2000 put it this 
way: “It is generally recognized that high government officials are excepted from the duty to 
attend court in person in order to testify,” and “[t]his privilege would appear to be inconsistent with 
a criminal prosecution which nec essarily requires the appearance of the defendant for pleas and 
trial, as a practical matter.” 
 
As a practical matter Burr was not tried in office. He later was convicted of a misdemeanor charge 
of dueling in New York state. 
 
Another vice president, Spiro Agnew, was forced resign after a criminal investigation. He wanted 
to fight it out, and claimed immunity. But with Nixon facing Watergate, Agnew had no support 
within the administration. So on October 10, 1973, Agnew resigned his office and on the same day 
plead nolo contendre to a single count of tax evasion. No contest.
 
Nixon resigned the next year, on Aug. 4, 1974. 
 
The prospect of a Trump impeachment is complicated by politics. Many Democrats were reluctant 
to even say the word. But that was before Cohen’s guilty plea and the Tuesday conviction of 
Trump’s campaign chair, Paul Manafort. Manfort was found guilty by a jury on 8 felony charges, 
including tax and bank fraud. He faces up to 80 years in prison. (Finish reading the story here)

 

https://nyti.ms/2BAP5bZ
https://www.justice.gov/file/19351/download
https://bit.ly/2MtpIOz


Obama Foundation announces 
applications now open for the next 

class of fellows
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter August ÊÊ, ÊÈÉ8 page Ë

When the Obama Foundation solicited for applicants last year, they say they were ‘blown away’ by over 
20,000 applicants.
 
On the “What We Look For in a Fellow” website page, they state, “When we first launched the 
Fellowship last year, we were blown away by the response we got from people around the world who 
were helping create transformational change in their communities. Choosing just 20 Fellows from an 
application pool of 20,000 (!) inspiring candidates was certainly challenging—but as many of you begin 
to think about your application to this year’s Fellowship, we wanted to provide some insight as to how 
we made our selections.”
 
The site mentions three of the fellows from last year’s inaugural class as examples including Keith 
Watley, a criminal justice reform attorney from Oakland who started the UnCommon Law organization 
to advocate for incarcerated people; Ashley Hanson, an artist and theater director who started 
PlaceBase Productions to help rural artists tell their stories in original, community-driven productions; 
and Nedgine Paul Deroly, an educator from Haiti who founded Anseye Pou Ayiti, an organization that 
has recruited and trained 110 teachers and recent school graduates to teach more than 5,000 students 
across 50 Haitian schools.
 
Read the five criteria the Obama Foundation follows when selecting applicants here

Former President Barack Obama meeting with the inaugural 
group of fellows this past April. Photo: Obama.org

When the Obama Foundation solicited for applicants 
last year, they say they were ‘blown away’ by over 
20,000 applicants.
 
The Obama Foundation announced yesterday that 
applications for the next class of Obama Foundation 
Fellows are now open.
 
The foundation says interested applicants should be 
“deeply embedded in their respective communities, 
working together to build not just immediate solutions 
but long-term change.”

https://www.obama.org/fellowship/2018-fellows/
https://bit.ly/2nXHTgy
https://www.obama.org/fellowship/2018-fellows/
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Have questions about our weekly ICT 
email?

 
Reach out to Indian Country Today
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling. 

email: vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
Twitter- @VinceSchilling

 
Contributions to the creation of this 

newsletter courtesy Kolby Kicking Woman
Twitter - @kdkw_406

mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://twitter.com/kdkw_406


   
 

North Dakota Prosecutors Drop 
All Serious Charges against 

Chase Iron Eyes
By ICT Editorial Team Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter August ÊÊ, ÊÈÉ8   Page 5

In what defense attorneys are calling a major victory for their 
client and for the water protectors of Standing Rock, North 
Dakota prosecutors have dropped all serious charges against 
former North Dakota congressional candidate Chase Iron Eyes in 
his case resulting from protests of the Dakota Access pipeline.
 
Iron Eyes, an attorney who works for the Lakota People’s Law 
Project, was facing a maximum of six years in state prison after 
his arrest for alleged criminal trespass and incitement of a riot 
near the Standing Rock Sioux reservation on February 1, 2017. 

In exchange for his agreement not to violate any criminal law for 360 days, the state reduced all charges to a 
minor, Class B misdemeanor of disorderly conduct. Under this agreement, Iron Eyes will walk away without jail 
time or any risk to his law license. 
 
“The world should know that it’s legally impossible for me and other Native people to trespass on treaty land, 
and I never started a riot. I and the water protectors are not terrorists. We and the US veterans who stood with 
us to protect Mother Earth are the true patriots,” said Iron Eyes. “Now I can be with my family and continue 
defending the sovereignty of my people. This will allow me to keep working nonstop to protect First 
Amendment, human and Native rights.”
 
The agreement is pending final approval from Judge Lee Christofferson, expected later today. 
 
Iron Eyes’ attorneys filed documents on Monday proving that his arrest occurred on treaty land never ceded by 
the Sioux tribe. The state of North Dakota ruled weeks ago that this land had never been acquired nor legally 
owned by pipeline parent company Energy Transfer Partners (ETP) due to a North Dakota law prohibiting 
corporations from acquiring and owning agricultural parcels. 
 
According to documents uncovered earlier this year by investigative journalists at The Intercept, Iron Eyes was 
identified by the TigerSwan military-style security company as a key leader of the Standing Rock movement. 
Iron Eyes’ attorneys say this led law enforcement to target him for arrest and levy the felony charge of inciting 
a riot, which carried a potential five years of prison time.
 
Read entire article here

In exchange for his agreement not to violate any criminal law 
for 360 days, state reduced all charges to misdemeanor

YouTube Screen Capture / Chase Iron Eyes, a 2016 North 
Dakota Democratic congressional nominee.

https://bit.ly/2P0p3kD


Senator Udall thanks 
Nati¬e American 

Congressional intern for work in D.C.
 
 
By ICT Editorial Team

“U.S. Senate interns gain invaluable experience as they learn to navigate the nation’s legislative 
process and the Capitol’s halls,” Udall said. “It has been a pleasure to work with Shandiin this 
summer, and I hope that she finds her experiences during this internship rewarding as she finishes 
college and begins her career.” 
 
Herrera said she applied for an internship with Senator Udall through the Udall Foundation Native 
American Congressional Internship program because she wanted to gain a deeper understanding 
of the complexities tribal nations face in pursuing federal policy change. 
 
“I witnessed first-hand the hard work Senator Udall and his staff do on behalf of constituents — 
from drafting correspondence letters, to preparing for hearings, to conducting meetings with 
various stakeholders,” Herrera said. “I enjoyed engaging with important policy issues that I am 
passionate about.” 
 
Herrera is the daughter of Jenae and Jose Herrera. A member of the Navajo Nation, she graduated 
from Monument Valley High School in Kayenta, Arizona. She is currently a senior at Duke 
University, where she studies public policy and is vice president of Alpha Pi Omega, executive 
member of the Native American Student Alliance, and a member of the women’s club basketball 
team.
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U.S. Senator Tom Udall thanked Udall Foundation Native 
American Congressional Intern Shandiin Herrera for her 
work

U.S. Senator Tom Udall thanked Udall Foundation Native 
American Congressional Intern Shandiin Herrera for her 
work as an intern in his Washington, D.C., office this 
summer. During her ten weeks on Capitol Hill, Herrera 
worked primarily on issues related to Indian affairs.
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Boston Celtics’ Kyrie Irving to be honored by Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
Page 7 August 22, 2018

SRST: Kyrie has long known about his heritage and connection to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 
and supporter of #NoDAPL.

 
Read the entire story on Irving's ties and planned visit to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe by 

Vincent Schilling here

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://bit.ly/2LkYPXP


Are you using our  
new ICT mobile platform? 

 
Get Indian Country Today 

on your phone!
 

Get our mobile phone app.
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https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/pages/how-to-use-the-new-indian-country-today-think-mobile-EUnCnh1ef0me60Qy8FkUwg/


Open Letter: Native Women oppose Judge Brett Kavanaugh For 
U.S. Supreme Court 

 

His actions and writings reveal a lack of understanding about the rights of Native People. Additionally, it is unlikely 
he will support access to affordable health care through the provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) or advocate 
for the health care rights of women. 
 
In 2012, Judge Kavanaugh ruled against the Obama Justice Department’s challenge to a South Carolina voter ID law 
that claimed significant racial disparities in the law’s photo ID requirement [South Carolina v. United States, 898 
F.Supp.2d 30 (D.C. Cir. 2012)]. In writing the opinion for the three-judge panel, Kavanaugh refused to acknowledge 
the importance of Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, which provides the review process for new voting laws – and 
without which the South Carolina law would have been even more restrictive. 
 
We agree with the concerns expressed by the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) over Judge 
Kavanaugh’s tribal sovereignty views, particularly as they relate to voting rights and health care.
 
“Voting rights are first-generation rights along with freedom of speech, the right to a fair trial, and freedom of religion. 
Yet American Indian and Alaska Native voters continue to encounter language barriers, enormous distances to polling 
places, arbitrary changes in voter identification laws, purged voter rolls, and intimidation and animosity in reservation 
border towns that disenfranchise Native voters. Equal access to voting is not only a matter of fairness, but it is a 
fundamental civil right afforded to all citizens, including American Indians and Alaska Natives.” - NCAI Executive 
Director, Jacqueline Pata
 
In 1999, Kavanaugh co-wrote an amicus brief, as an attorney, (on behalf of a group that opposes minority rights and 
affirmative action) he argued that a Hawaii law allowing only Native Hawaiians to vote for trustees of a state office, 
an original treaty between the US and Native Hawaiians to compensate Native Hawaiians for land that had been 
taken from their ancestors, was unconstitutional [Rice v. Cayetano, 528 U.S. 495 (D.C. Cir. 2000)].
 
He said in an interview that the case “is one more step along the way in what I see as an inevitable conclusion within 
the next 10 to 20 years when the court says we are all one race in the eyes of government” (The Christian Science 
Monitor, 1999). Kavanaugh’s misleading use of language and law, such as utilizing the veneer of “equality” to 
obliterate treaty obligations, is a deeply troubling indication he is opposed to critical civil rights protections and to 
equal opportunity programs that are designed to advance diversity and remedy past discrimination. 

Reprinted with permission: Letter to the editor to High Plains Reader

Over 40 Native women leaders in Indian Country ask for closer examination of 
Supreme Court Nominee Judge Brett Kavanaugh

Judge Brett Kavanaugh Photo: U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit

Judge Kavanaugh’s views on voting rights and racial justice in America are 
extremely troubling - in light of the fact that right now Native voters in North 
Dakota are fighting for their voting rights in Brakebill v. Jaeger, which is headed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
As Native women leaders of North Dakota who understand fully the decisions we 
make today will not only affect us, but seven generations ahead of us, we urge 
Senators Heitkamp and Hoeven to closely examine Supreme Court Nominee 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s record regarding Native peoples. We believe that as 
both a lawyer and as a judge, Judge Kavanaugh has failed consistently to 
acknowledge the sovereignty, natural resources, and unique history and heritage 
of Native People.
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Finish reading letter and see list of women who signed here

https://bit.ly/2nTZ0Qs
https://bit.ly/2nTZ0Qs
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Louisiana arrests water 
protectors, journalists at 

Bayou Bridge Pipeline 
 By Vincent Schilling

Water protectors in Louisiana face obstacle, its illegal 
to protest pipelines, protectors could face felony - 20 
years
 
Water protectors in Louisiana have been crusading 
against the tail end of the Dakota Access Pipeline / 
now called the Bayou Bridge Pipeline, which has 
traversed into the Atchafalaya Basin, which is the 
nation’s largest river swamp.

Tree sitters set out to block construction of Bayou Bridge 
Pipeline (Photo by Bridge The Gulf) 

Water protectors has been putting out urgent calls on social media to protect and fight against the 
construction of the Bayou Bridge Pipeline which are only accessible by water. On August 10th an initial call for 
water protectors went out by the L’eau Est La Vie (Water is Life), group, a social media account dedicated to a 
camp that is “protecting our water and our way of life from the Bayou Bridge pipeline. #NoBayouBridge 
#StopETP”
 
At the site of the Atchafalaya Basin, Texas-based oil company Energy Transfer Partners is building the Bayou 
Bridge Pipeline, a 167-mile controversial pipeline of Louisiana that has faced fierce opposition from 
environmentalists and Indigenous activists. 
 
This opposition to the Bayou Bridge Pipeline, however faces a fierce challenge from Louisiana lawmakers. On 
August 1st, Louisiana House Bill 727, went into effect declaring pipelines as a ‘critical infrastructure’ alongside 
water treatment plants, and electrical power grids, thus protesting against such infrastructure is a serious 
crime. Water protectors could be arrested receive felonies and serve up to 20 years in prison.
 
According to Truthout.org, three Water Protectors in kayaks were detained by Energy Transfer Partners 
security and later arrested. 
 
“Not long after Louisiana’s anti-protest law went into effect, activists say three Water Protectors in the 
Atchafalaya Basin were “snatched” from their kayaks by private security guards working for Energy Transfer 
Partners, who held the activists on a pipeline easement until police arrived and arrested them. They became the 
first defendants charged with felonies under the anti-protest law.” 
 
To read rest of article and watch videos about Atchafalaya Basin click here

https://truthout.org/articles/water-protectors-charged-with-felonies-under-louisianas-anti-protest-law/
https://bit.ly/2w2sOiq


Suzan Shown Harjo: 
Remembering a moment in time 

with the late Aretha Franklin
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"Not only did she sing from the soul of the universe, she 
grabbed the hearts of every generation that discovered 
her."
Through a musical career of more than five decades, Aretha 
Franklin had more than 100 singles on the Billboard charts. 
Her words and songs reached millions. The world grieved 
when the “Queen of Soul” died on Thursday at her home in 
Detroit. She was 76.
 
As an award-winning Columnist for Indian Country Today, and 
book author of Nation to Nation: Treaties Between the United 
States and American Indian Nations (Smithsonian/NMAI 
Press 2014), Suzan Shown Harjo – who has worked tirelessly 
for the benefits of Indian Country for decades – remembers a 
golden moment of time with the late Godmother of soul and 
shared it with Indian Country Today.

YouTube screen capture

“Ms. Aretha Franklin always backed the sisters and was a national women’s leader long before we 
started using Ms. For many decades, she quietly and without fanfare was a mainstay supporter of 
Indigenous Peoples’ struggles worldwide and of Native Nations’ treaty and cultural rights and other 
issues mainstream funders don’t support,” said Harjo. 
 
“Not only did she sing from the soul of the universe, she grabbed the hearts of every generation that 
discovered her voice, magical and true.” 
 
“She is the centerpiece of one of my favorite Washington moments,” described Harjo as she revealed a 
moment she said she would never forget. 
 
“A friend who worked in the Clinton White House spirited me to a spot around a corner just feet away 
from where Ms. Aretha was warming up for her performance at that evening's lighting of the holiday 
tree. I was privileged to hear her rehearsal of Ave Maria, deeply respectful, both ethereal and earthy. I’ll 
remember that moment forever and, as with her billions of fans, I’ll always remember her inspiring, jump-
starting, mood-altering, bad-ass voice." 
 
“Goodnight, sweet queen … Aho. Mvto.”
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