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WASHINGTON - It’s good news for Indian gaming across the country to 
the tune of $32.4 billion, an increase of 3.9 percent over 2016.
 
The National Indian Gaming Commission released the gross gaming 
revenue figures for fiscal year 2017 Tuesday at their K Street offices.
 
The annual announcement is based on independent audit reports from 
492 Indian gaming establishments operated by 246 gaming tribes, in 29 
states and is conducted in accordance with the Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act.
 
Chairman Jonodev Osceola Chaudhuri, Vice Chair Kathryn Isom-Clause, 
and Associate Commissioner Sequoyah Simermeyer of the National 
Indian Gaming Commission held a press conference on June 26 to 
announce the Indian gaming industry’s 2017 revenues.
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“All of Indian 
Country has worked 

very hard to 
maintain a 

flourishing and 
constantly growing 
gaming industry.”

 
 
- NIGC Chairman

Jonodev Osceola Chaudhuri



   
Tribal gaming is a $32 billion business: NIGC 
releases annual revenue figures (continued)
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The vndian Gaming Regulatory Act created the 0ational vndian Gaming Commission to 
support tribal self-sufficiency and the integrity of vndian gaming.

Chairman Jonodev Osceola Chaudhuri, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, told Indian Country Today about the success of tribal 
gaming.
 
“The theme of our script today is learning about the insides of thirty years of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Acts and key 
policy principles that lead to the success of Indian gaming. IGRA is in place to facilitate this gaming on Indian lands and it 
has a built-in flexibility for gaming innovations and the embracing of new technologies,” said Chaudhuri.
 
During the press conference Chaudhuri, Isom-Clause, and Simermeyer went over the national gaming revenues to include 
region specific percentages across the nation, only Rapid City showed a -2.7 percent lack of growth, but the numbers are 
up from the region’s previous year at -8.9 percent.
 
 

 

 

“All of Indian Country has worked very hard to maintain a flourishing and constantly growing gaming industry,” said 
Chaudhuri at the conference. “The successes of Indian gaming in the 30 years since IGRA prove that the foundational 
principles of federal Indian law should remain at the forefront of any future public policy discussions.”
 
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act created the National Indian Gaming Commission to support tribal self-sufficiency and 
the integrity of Indian gaming.
 
The NIGC has developed four initiatives to support its mission including
(1) To protect against anything that amounts to gamesmanship on the backs of tribes.
(2) To stay ahead of the technology curve.
(3) Rural outreach
(4) To maintain a strong workforce within NIGC and with its tribal regulatory partners.
 
The NIGC oversees the efficient regulation of 506 gaming establishments operated by 244 tribes across 29 states. 
The Commission's dedication to compliance with the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act ensures the integrity of the growing 
$31.2 billion Indian gaming industry.
 
To learn more, visit www.nigc.gov

Chairman Jonodev Osceola Chaudhuri, (center) Vice Chair Kathryn Isom-Clause, (right) and 
Associate Commissioner Sequoyah Simermeyer (left) of the National Indian Gaming Commission
photo: Vincent Schilling

https://www.nigc.gov/


 
Census releases latest population 

numbers, Native Americans are at 2.09%

 
 
By Vincent Schilling

Population Continues to Become More Diverse
The Hispanic population increased 2.1 percent to 58.9 million.
The black or African-American population increased 1.2 percent to 47.4 million.
The Asian population increased 3.1 percent to 22.2 million.
The American Indian or Alaska Native population increased 1.3 percent to 6.8 million.
The Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander population increased 2.1 percent to 1.6 million.
The population of those Two or More Races increased 2.9 percent to 8.7 million.
The white alone-or-in-combination population increased 0.5 percent to 257.4 million.
The non-Hispanic white alone population decreased .02 percent to 197.8 million.
 
The American Indian or Alaska Native Population 
California had the largest American Indian or Alaska Native population (1.1 million), and Alaska had the highest percentage (20.0 percent).
Los Angeles County, Calif., had the largest American Indian or Alaska Native population of any county at 233,000.
Oglala Lakota County, S.D., had the largest percentage of the American Indian or Alaska Native population (93.9 percent).
 
The Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander Population
The median age of the Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander population increased the most of any race group (2.3 years), rising from 26.4 
years old in April 2010 to 28.7 years old in July 2017.
Hawaii had the largest number (382,000) and proportion (26.8 percent) of the Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander population.
Honolulu County, Hawaii, had the largest Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander population (245,000) in 2017. 
Clark County, Nev., had the largest numeric increase for the Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander population (1,400) in 2017.
 
The Two or More Races Population
Those who identify as two or more races made up the second-fastest growing race group (2.9 percent) in the nation. 
Their growth is due primarily to natural increase.
The two or more races group had the youngest median age of any other race group at 20.4 years.
California had the largest two or more races population (1.5 million) and Hawaii had the highest proportion (23.8 percent).
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ÊÈÉÏ 0ational Census estimates are calling the U.S. A More Di¬erse 0ation.  Oglala 
Lakota County, S.D. has the highest ratio populus at ÑË.Ñ% 0ati¬e

The United States Census Bureau released their latest 
population estimates last week and the American Indian 
and Alaska Native population (with heritage alone or in 
combination with another race) hit just over 2 percent.
 
The total population in 2017 according to the Census 
report estimate is 325,719,178. American Indian and 
Alaska Native population numbers (alone or in 
combination) are 6,795,785 or 2.09% and American Indian 
and Alaska Native population (alone) is 4,104,295 or 1.26% 
of the population.
 
According to 2010 Census numbers, American Indian and 
Alaska Native populations were just below two percent. 
Additional census numbers were put out in the United 
States Census Bureau release as follows:



   
#NativeVote18

Oklahoma Democrats show up to vote 
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It was a big night for #NativeVote18 in Oklahoma, Utah, and 
Colorado. One more primary election for the books.
 
Ashley McCray, Absentee Shawnee and Lakota, was the top 
vote earner for Democrats for the post of state corporation 
commissioner. With all precincts reporting, McCray had 58.3 
percent, more than enough to avoid a runoff. McCray ran on a 
platform against fracking and the promotion of wind and solar 
as sustainable energy sources. McCray posted on Facebook: 
“Maybe Oklahoma is ready for the revolution after all.”

Ashley McCray was the leader in the Democratic primary race for the 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission. (Photo via Facebook.)

More Democrats ¬ote totals in two Oklahoma congressional districts; by a 
wide margin in the Ênd district

In the fourth congressional district, Rep. Tom Cole, Chickasaw, easily won his Republican Party nomination 
again. Cole had more than two-thirds of the vote. Cole was first elected in 2002.
 
In the second congressional district, Rep. Markwayne Mullin, Cherokee, was cruising toward the Republican 
renomination with a two-to-one lead over a crowded field and enough votes to avoid a primary runoff. This would 
be Mullin's fourth term.
 
Cole and Mullin are the only tribal citizens serving in the Congress.
 
On the Democratic side, Tahlequah Mayor Jason Nichols, Cherokee, was leading four candidates with 37.9 
percent of the vote. His nearest rival, Clay Padgett, had just under 25 percent, and Elijah McIntosh, Muscogee, 
was third at 19 percent. The top two Democratic candidates will advance to a runoff election in that race.
 
The Democrats in the second district showed up to vote in greater numbers than the Republicans. That could be 
that there is more interest in the Democratic primary -- or a signal for the fall election. There were 85, 892 votes 
castmfor Democrats in this district and 60,250 votes for the Republican candidates. This was the only 
congressional district in Oklahoma where the party vote was that see-saw. Remember Oklahoma is a red state. 
Deep red.
 
In the first congressional district, Amanda Douglas, Cherokee, posted a strong second place finish, trailing the 
leader by about two points and she earned enough votes to continue to the August runoff election.
 
There were only two candidates running on the Democratic side for lieutenant governor. Anastasia Pittman, 
Seminole, held the lead with all of the precincts reporting over rival Anna Deamore with less than a percentage 
separating the two.
 
Pittman is one of six Native Americans running for the office of lt. governor this election cycle.  (cont.)
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Another candidate with tribal ties, Kevin Stitt, Cherokee, took second in a crowded Republican race 
for governor. The winner, Mick Cornett, had 29.3 percent, Stitt at 24.4, and Todd Lamb at 23.9. Again, 
the top two candidates will face voters again in August.
 
Oklahoma voters also appeared to be passing a medical marijuana law, the yes votes leading by 
about 11 points with more than half the statewide votes counted. 
 
Colorado
 
Joseph Salazar, Apache, the only state representative with tribal ties, was in a close race for the 
state’s attorney general post. This race is a contest for the future of the Democratic Party in the 
state. Salazar represents the Bernie Sanders’ wing and his opponent, Phil Weiser, fits into the 
establishment.
 
With about ninety percent of the votes counted, Weiser had a 50.9 percent lead over Salazar’s 48.1 
percent.
 
Salazar is currently a state representative. In that job, he convinced his colleagues to pass a bill that 
banned the practice of jailing indigent defendants who were too poor to pay fines. He told the Denver 
Post: “No one at the state capitol can say I don’t stand up for the little guy.”
Utah polls close at 10 p.m. Eastern. Results from San Juan County, where there is a contested county 
commission race, are not expected until late.

Oklahoma Democrats show up to vote #NativeVote18 (continued)

https://indiancountrytoday.com/


Cheyenne Elder Henrietta Mann, Ph.D: "One More Heartbreaking Road to Historical Trauma"

The Cheyenne were warned by the Great Prophet Sweet Medicine that they would one day meet a light-skinned people who 
would number as many as the stars, who would bring their own ways, and who would hunger for and take the land and all 
its abundant resources that the Everywhere Spirit had placed there for the use of “the natural, ordinary people of this earth 
island.” He said to avoid them; however, they would be so numerous they would not be able to stand before them, and they 
would do what they want to do.
 
It happened as prophesied.
 
Manifest Destiny, imperialistic expansion across the continent, was the justification for taking the land. For the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho, land greed, the discovery of gold in Colorado Territory, and their efforts to protect their territory resulted in 
the 1864 Sand Creek Massacre of Black Kettle’s band. An estimated 150 Cheyenne and Arapaho men, and primarily 
women and children were murdered and their bodies were savagely mutilated. Four years later, this same band of 
Cheyenne, was again attacked at dawn at the Battle of the Washita. The number of fatalities range anywhere from 30 to 
60. Their pony herd of over 800 was also slaughtered. In addition, 53 women and children were taken as prisoners of war.
 
Two of my great-grandmothers were in Black Kettle’s camps at Sand Creek and the Washita when they were attacked. 
One became a prisoner of war. Miraculously, they survived these two massacres and imprisonment, and I am their direct 
descendant.
 
I grew up in the Red Moon community in western Oklahoma. I have lived with and seen the devastating traumatic effects 
of two massacres conducted by the United States military. I have seen the effects of starvation when the United States 
government withheld or skimped on food rations called for in treaty stipulations. I have seen the effects of an 
assimilationist-oriented education in United States federal manual labor schools on reservations and in off reservation 
boarding schools were children were forcefully taken from their families for years at a time. I have witnessed the erosion 
of our cultures and languages, the lifeblood of our people.
 
Tragically, the uprooted Christian faith carried to this Turtle Island augmented the Anglo-European settler practice of 
colonialism and domination. Regardless of church and state separation, churches joined with the federal government and 
relentlessly attacked the spiritual ways of this land’s first peoples and sought to convert them to Christianity. They 
worked together so closely that Indian reservations were divided among the various denominations whereby they 
assumed responsibility for administering federal Indian policy and for educating Indian children. The government’s 
aggressive philosophy of Manifest Destiny, the Christian duty of church clergy, and education nearly brought about the 
total physical and cultural annihilation of this land’s first peoples.
 
The foregoing serves as background to what creates intergenerational historical trauma a syndrome experienced by 
colonized, massacred, dislocated peoples, whose cultures also have been attacked and eroded. One can mournfully 
predict that this, too, will be the result of what is happening to innocent children and babies pulled away from their 
parents on the southern border of this our sacred homeland. How can one dismiss the heartbreak, fear, and disbelief of 
the parents, as they were deported without their children?
 
Native peoples, too, have had to confront intermittent relocation, imposed by agents of someone referred to as “the great 
white father” of a government located in faraway place we called “Washingdyn.” Our beloved and cherished children, too, 
were forcefully taken from our families to be educated in places, sometimes thousands of miles away, where strangers 
expected them to not only learn new ways but to pray to a different God. Some were never seen again. (cont.)
 

"As an elder of the Che³enne Nation, v ha¬e cherished m³ long alk on this good 
earth. 
 
As one of m³ great-grandmother’s said, v [too] ha¬e seen good and harsh times,  
but v ne¬er e²pected to li¬e long enough to see the great hite father  institute such 
an ill-concei¬ed and hard-hearted immigration directi¬e."

 

Courtesy Henrietta Mann / Southwind Photography



 

 

 

Henrietta Mann, Ph.D.: "One More Heartbreaking Road to Historical Trauma" (continued)

As an elder of the Cheyenne Nation, I have cherished my long walk on this good earth. As one of my 
great-grandmother’s said, “I [too] have seen good and harsh times,” but I never expected to live long 
enough to see “the great white father” institute such an ill-conceived and hard-hearted immigration 
directive.
 
How sad it is that some forget the woman called the Statue of Liberty who stands in the waters of life 
with her light held high to welcome immigrants to a new home. 
 
 This is the home generations upon 
generations of my ancestors first 
loved and now share with the many 
who came seeking a new life and 
perhaps sanctuary, sometimes 
carrying only hope in their hearts. It 
is that hope and the great capacity 
we have been given to love one 
another and to revere each small 
grain of soil of this sacred landscape 
that makes this country good, 
welcoming, safe, and honorable. 
 
It is time to stop the trajectory of yet 
another heartbreaking road to 
historical trauma. 
 
I urge us all to mend our broken 
hearts and spirits, and to mend the 
circle of all-encompassing life that 
has been broken in inhospitable acts 
against inhumanity and re-institute 
simple but powerful love and peace.
 
---
 
Native American education has been 
the focal point of Dr. Henrietta 
Mann's work for more than 50 years. 
In 1991, Rolling Stone Magazine 
named her as one of the ten leading 
professors in the nation. In 2016 Dr. 
Mann became one of the first two 
Native American educational 
scholars ever to be elected to 
membership in the National Academy 
of Education.
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Minority Business 
Development offering more 

than $11 million in grants
The Minority Business Development Agency 
(MBDA) within the Department of 
Commerce launched a search for innovative 
ideas to benefit minority-owned businesses, 
from projects that increase access to 
capital to resources that increase disaster 
preparedness and relief. MBDA's Broad 
Agency Announcement (BAA) is designed 
to solicit proposals that will positively 
impact minority-owned businesses and the 
communities they serve.
 
Read the entire article and see details for 
applying here - https://goo.gl/UtA7qj
 
 

https://goo.gl/UtA7qj


   
 

 

Har¬ey Pratt—Cheyenne and Arapaho, Marine Corps Veteran, Forensic Artist—
Submitted the design concept to be completed by late ÊÈÊÈ

 
 

Smithsonian Selects Native American Veteran's 
Memorial Design: Warriors’ Circle of Honor

A special jury for the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian has announced their unanimously selected 
design concept for the National Native American Veterans Memorial titled, “Warriors’ Circle of Honor.”
 
The design concept, an elevated stainless steel circle resting on an intricately carved stone drum was conceived of by 
Harvey Pratt, a Cheyenne and Arapaho Marine Corps Vietnam Veteran. Pratt is a multimedia artist and recently retired 
forensic artist.
When initially presenting the concept to the National Museum of the American Indian jury members, Pratt, joined by his 
project partner Hans Butzer, explained his idea of the circle as the central element to the memorial.
 
“When we speak of the sacred circle, we look and realize that Native people have honored the sacredness of the 
circle...there is a circle of life, it is continuous and timeless. That is what our culture is about. It is a matter of simplicity 
that is yet so strong among people,” said Pratt. “A circle is a powerful object, it brings in power, and sends power out. And 
that is so important to veterans.”

By Vincent Schilling                                  vndian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter June ÊÏ, ÊÈÉÐ  

The memorial will sit outside the National Museum of the 
American Indian in Washington DC. The groundbreaking is 
slated for September 21, 2019 and the memorial is scheduled 
to be open to the public by late 2020.
 
Native Americans serve at a higher rate per capita than any 
other population group. Few outside the military and American 
Indian Nations know that Native people have served in the 
U.S. armed forces since the American Revolution and 
continue to serve today.
 
Read the article in its entirety on Indian Country Today - 
https://goo.gl/GBkm7V 
 Have a question about this newsletter? Reach out to associate editor Vincent Schilling at vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com. 
You can also reach out to him on Twitter at @VinceSchilling

Harvey Pratt in Vietnam by R.D. Pratt. Courtesy of Harvey Pratt

https://goo.gl/GBkm7V
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