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Double amputee actress Katy Sullivan writes to Pacific Islander Dwayne 
'The Rock' Johnson for playing a disabled veteran Actress, Paralympian, 
and double above-the-knee amputee from birth, Katy Sullivan has written 
an open letter to Dwayne Johnson for playing a disabled veteran who is an 
above the knee amputee. 
 
Sullivan's letter appeared on Deadline Hollywood on Monday. Sullivan, 
whose credits include such productions as My Name Is Earl, Last Man 
Standing and NCIS: New Orleans, wished Johnson a congratulatory note, 
but followed with a request that Johnson stop taking roles like the one in 
Skyscraper. Your most recent film, Skyscraper, opens this weekend. 
 
Cheers! Congratulations! However, my request is for you to stop saying 
“Yes” to roles like the one in that movie. And here’s why…
(continued)
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"Individuals with disabilities 
make up almost 20% of the 
world’s population. We are 

the largest minority and the 
most marginalized group in 

Hollywood."
 

- Katy Sullivan
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role as an amputee in 'Skyscraper' movie (continued)
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 vndian Country Today's own correspondent Lisa J. Ellwood also contributed to the 
con¬ersation ¬ia email.

Individuals with disabilities make up almost 20% of the world’s population. We are the largest minority and the “most 
marginalized group in Hollywood,” according to a 2017 study conducted by Fox, CBS and the Ruderman Family Foundation 
(an organization I know you are aware of and engaging with now). The study found that in last year’s TV season, less than 
2% of characters were written to have a disability and of THOSE characters, 95% of the roles were filled with able-bodied 
actors.
 
The letter from Sullivan falls on the heels of Scarlett Johansson’s casting as a trans man in Rub & Tug. Johansson’s 
decision to accept the role sparked so much backlash and controversy that Johansson withdrew from the role. Johansson 
said in a statement that learned a lot from the LGBTQ community.
 
Marissa Martinelli, assistant editor at SLATE who also reported on the story, expressed it succinctly:
 While Hollywood is undergoing a (still very recent) reckoning when it comes to casting white actors in roles meant for 
people of color or cisgender actors as transgender characters, disability is routinely left out of the larger representation 
conversation. And Sullivan ... can speak to the effect on disabled actors when there are few disabled roles left available to 
them.
 
 Indian Country Today's own correspondent Lisa J. Ellwood also contributed to the conversation via email.
"As with the likes of Scarlett Johansson and Eddie Redmayne in roles that should have gone to actors from the 
marginalized communities they were portraying, the standard defense of Dwayne Johnson [taking on the role of an 
amputee] in his latest film is “They wanted the name recognition and bankability that The Rock gives the movie.”
 
The films Moonlight & Get Out, proved that you don’t need big names in starring roles to have box office and critical 
success. The only way to discover new acting talent and make THEM bankable is by casting, says Ellwood.
 
Ellwood continued, "It’s worth noting that name recognition and bankability also comes through as a producer or director. 
A great example of this is 12 Years A Slave. Brad Pitt's production company backed the project and this in turn brought in 
more financing from other studios. Rather than taking a leading role, Pitt took on a small part. This allowed his name to be 
traded on to drum up interest. Yet he was also clear that it wasn’t his film. That’s a great model to follow."
 
"Johnson has enough star power to have done something similar. And given that some disabled film reviewers have said 
that the depiction of disability in this film is actually a step up from the usual narratives -- it would have been even more 
powerful with an amputee in the role. 
 
Playing a disabled character has always been one of the quickest routes to being taken more seriously as an actor and for 
awards — and it’s past time that disabled actors, writers, et al were given these opportunities. It’s nice that Johnson is now 
apparently calling for disabled actors to be given a shot, but I’m not sure that it would have even happened without the 
controversy," said Ellwood.
 
Article by Indian Country Today’s associate editor and senior correspondent, Vincent Schilling (Akwesasne Mohawk) 
Follow him on Twitter - @VinceSchilling 
 
Email - vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com.  
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A Vice President & now Bernie Sanders
Sharice Davids' race is getting attention 

 By Mark Trahant vndian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter July 18, ÊÈ18   Page Ë

Make that ironic attention. The story is the political heavyweights traveling 
to Kansas to campaign for her opponents. Last week it was Vice President 
Mike Pence raising money for the Republican incumbent. This week it’s 
Bernie Sanders and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez supporting Davids’ primary 
opponent. Sanders and Ocasio-Cortez will speak at a campaign rally near 
Kansas City on July 20.
 
Sanders made history two years ago because of his engagement with Indian 
Country. His campaign was smart, careful to invite tribal leaders, raise 
issues important to Native people, and generally send a signal about the 
importance of the Native vote.

Sharice Davids campaigns for the Democratic nomination in Kansas' 3rd 
congressional district. (Campaign photo via Twitter)

 

So why is Sanders now campaigning against one of the few Native American women to run for Congress? An office that we will 
point out again and again has never in the history of the country included a Native American woman. And, on top of that, 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who recently defeated an incumbent establishment Democrat in New York state, is on the same 
Sanders’ Kansas tour. In her campaign, Ocasio-Cortez said she was inspired by Standing Rock. On her Twitter feed, she 
proclaims, “There are candidates like me everywhere.”
 
So on Twitter people are asking why she is not backing the candidate who is very much like her, Davids?
 
“It is exciting to see a young woman run and win the primaries? Why she then takes time out of her candidacy to go after a very 
democratic progressive Kansas Rep Sharice Davids, A Gay Native American young American Woman whose single mother 
raised her while serving our country,” tweets Jill Kaiser Adams. “I think you are young @Ocasio2018 and you are making some 
major missteps … I was inspired by you, until I see you are actively working against Sharice Davids. This is NOT progressive. 
Focus on your candidacy. This is going to hurt you.”
 
Another Twitter user said that Sanders and Ocasio-Cortez are not against Davids, only for candidate, Brent Welder “because he 
pledged to the Justice Democrats platform. He's been involved in unions and is very progressive.” Plus there is a loyalty factor. 
Welder was an organizer with the Sanders presidential campaign.
 
In an interview with Jacobin magazine, Ocasio-Cortez explained herself. “On a national scale, I’m very excited about Kaniela 
Ing running out in Hawaii. I’m very excited about folks like Brent Welder in Kansas. Brent can win, and he can win not only his 
primary but he can win in a red-to-blue district on a progressive vision. I think that’s so exciting,” she said.
 
Common Dreams also makes the case for the decision for Sanders and Ocasio-Cortez support for Welder over Davids. “Now, 
Davids isn't really bad: she’s a former Obama official and Native American woman from the district, and also a mixed-martial 
arts fighter. Pretty great bio! But she isn’t running on the kind of aggressive platform Welder is, and Ocasio-Cortez did,” and the 
sin of sin, according to Common Dreams, “she’s relying on big money from a super PAC rather than small dollars and an army of 
volunteer door knockers. And that’s the main cleavage in the Democratic Party right now.”
 

 

Sharice Davids is getting attention 
from some big names
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Winona LaDuke announces her Hemp and 

Heritage Farm is coming alive

 
 
By Vincent Schilling

"This past few months, we have been fortunate, and have put our hearts, minds and bodies to the beauty of bringing life; that is seeds and 
hope. Winona’s Hemp and Heritage Farm is coming alive. From the field of dreams, that one day we would have a hemp farm, and grow 
food for our people; we are seeing that happen," said LaDuke.
 
This spring, we began cultivating our farm with prayers, tobacco, our hands, horses, and our small tractor. This is the beginning. With the 
power of love and commitment, people have come together to plant our heritage varieties of corn, beans, potatoes, squash, Jerusalem 
artichokes, and tobacco; asema, as it is called in Anishinaabemowin ― tobacco. The farm began to take life.
 
We put up new fences, knowing that good fences make good neighbors; and that our now fifteen horses need good fences. That is a good 
deal of work, and I am grateful to all who came to make that possible. Our herd grew in numbers so we could have horses for young people 
to ride, and horses to work our fields. We are just beginning. The horse nation returns to our territory, and we are grateful to be here for 
this. In this, we’ve asked the Dakota, our relatives to the west to join us, and begin to remind us of horse songs, and the medicine of horses. 
We are grateful for these relationships and remembering our long time relatives.
 
Then has come the hemp. That has showered upon us. This past year, you all helped me buy the farm―Winona’s Hemp and Heritage Farm. 
On this farm, we have some small plots of hemp varietals, including some hemp varietals which are high in CBDs. Those we are growing for 
our people. We had some major challenges in securing hemp fiber seeds, perhaps as a result of the Trump Administration, but that too has 
been overcome.
 
In May, I secured a tribal lease to the tribal hemp field from the White Earth tribe. Last year, they went to great lengths to secure premium 
fiber varieties from French, Italian, Ukrainian, and Canadian hemp cultivars. With a very successful crop, the tribe created a strong 
foundation. Since the hemp crop was not harvested, the field reseeded itself. Some of that hemp is eight feet tall.
 
Our goal is to develop quality hemp fiber varieties in this and other fields. With each passing season, we are learning. We are building the 
future we want to live in. 
 
To read the rest of the article and to find info on supporting Winona's Hemp and Heritage Farm visit this link - https://goo.gl/bRnqeV
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"v ha¬e made a commitment to grow the future, to grow hope."

Winona LaDuke: "I have made a commitment to grow the 
future, to grow hope. Here at Omaa Akiing ... we are doing 
that." 
 
Winona LaDuke has just announced a summer update 
regarding her "Winona's Hemp and Heritage Farm" dedicated 
to harvesting and cultivating hemp as well as heritage 
varieties of corn, beans, potatoes, squash, Jerusalem 
artichokes, and tobacco. In an email message from LaDuke 
on behalf of her website www.WinonasHemp.com, she says, 
 
"I have made a commitment to grow the future, to grow hope. 
Here [at] Omaa Akiing, in the land to which the people 
belong―we are doing that. I am so thankful for your support 
and hope you will join us as we move ahead."

https://goo.gl/bRnqeV


 

Make sure to
visit our website

on your smartphone!
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The nonprofit youth organization released its first “shorty” last week through its various social 
media platforms. - Read the article here

Cheyenne River Youth Project Produces RedCan Graffiti Jam Documentary Films

Courtesy image CRYP

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://goo.gl/sMdRvU


Fish war general: Native hero's belated purple heart honors lifetime of activism
By Frank Hopper

The one-lane driveway to Sid Mills' home in Yelm, Washington snakes through the forest for nearly a quarter of a mile, but to me it was 
more like a time machine, each curve transporting me further into the past to the Washington State Fish Wars of the '60s and '70s.
 
When we finally pulled up in front of Sid's house, I got out and heard the sound of the Nisqually River burbling invisibly in the forest behind 
the trees and undergrowth. The river sang of the many battles fought on its banks and of the warriors like Sid who had protected it.
 
Since the early ‘60s, Washington State Indians, primarily the Puyallup and Nisqually, fought game wardens for the right to fish with gill nets 
in their ancestral waters. The state said Native gill netting was hurting the commercial and sport fishing industries and routinely arrested 
Native fishermen and destroyed their nets. These fights for fishing rights were known as the “Fish Wars.”
 
Robert Free, another Fish War veteran, had brought me to see Sid. I wanted to talk to him about the possibility of writing a book about his 
life. Sid, a Yakima/Walla Walla Indian, was a fisherman who enlisted in the Army as a teenager and fought in Vietnam, winning a Purple 
Heart and then later renouncing the Army and fighting instead for Native rights.
 
As Robert and I approached the door, I knew the real reason for my coming was not to write a book. It was something else. I wanted to 
know where warrior heroes come from. Are they born, or are they made? The answer was more subtle and beautiful than I'd ever imagined.
 
Meeting the General
A week before, I attended an award ceremony in which Congressman Denny Heck presented 69-year-old Sid, called The General by all the 
old Fish War veterans, with the Purple Heart he won in 1967. In October of that year, Sid was blown 30 feet through the air when an enemy 
mortar round exploded near his head during a firefight with North Vietnamese soldiers in the jungle near Chu Lai.
 
Sid never received that medal due to an administrative oversight. Last year, his old friend Robert Free petitioned the government to redress 
the error, and I covered the June 4 presentation as a reporter for the Puyallup Tribal News. I thought, ‘what a terrific story,’ a Native version 
of the film Born on the Fourth of July.
 
Once inside, Robert, Sid and I chatted at the kitchen table. I showed Sid the article I'd written. He was a mountain of a man sporting a 
headband and two narrow braids of hair hanging down either side of his head. He bristled when he read I called him an early leader of the 
Survival of the American Indian Association.
 
"I wasn't a part of the SAIA," he said. "I fought alongside Al Bridges. You know who he was? Al Bridges was a Puyallup/Nisqually Indian 
who led the Fish War fish-ins. They called him the 'Silent Warrior' because he fought without insisting on getting credit."
 
Early warriors like Al Bridges and his wife Maiselle staged "fish-ins" where they fished with nets in clear view of authorities in order to get 
arrested and gain press coverage for their cause. Often, these arrests turned violent. They faced tear gas, billy clubs and fierce beatings. It 
became known as the Second Treaty War.
 
The first, known as the Puget Sound War, was fought in the mid-1800s and ended in the signing of the Medicine Creek Treaty. Tribes like 
the Nisqually and the Puyallup ceded vast swaths of land to the government in exchange for some meager benefits and also for the 
guaranteed right to fish in their "usual and accustomed" waters.
 
The SAIA was an early Native organization dedicated to fighting for this treaty-protected right. I thought Sid was one of their leaders, but 
now he told me I was wrong.
 
I thought, wow, this is sure getting off to a good start. Five minutes here and I've already blown it. But Sid didn't immediately write me off 
as a hack. He tested me instead.  (continued)

Sid Mills: "vn the hite man's army, v as a pri¬ate. 
But in the vndian army, v as a general." 
 
Yakima ar hero Sid Mills recounts hy he 
renounced the Army in 1Ñ6Ð and joined the fight for 
Nati¬e rights instead.

 

Photo: Frank Hopper



 

 

 

Fish war general: Native hero's belated purple heart honors lifetime of activism (continued)
Sid Sizes Me Up
"Let me ask you," Sid said, "What are you trying to achieve with this interview?"
 
I stammered something about how I just wanted to record this part of Native history correctly. There aren't many Fish War veterans left.
What I didn't say was I wanted to meet a real warrior. I knew the teachings. A warrior is a servant to the tribe. Chopping wood and 
carrying water were just as much a part of being a Native warrior as fighting in battle. But there was something special about being 
willing to use a gun, risk a prison sentence, or even die if necessary. Over the years Sid had done all those things at places like Frank's 
Landing on the Nisqually River, Alcatraz, Fort Lawton in Seattle and Wounded Knee.
 
Sid squinted at me a few moments and said he appreciated me trying to give him the correct answer. He knew what I was searching 
for, even though I wasn't really sure myself. He proceeded to tell me what I wanted to know.
 
The Siren of Activism
"You have to remember, we were teenagers. When I got out of the Army, I was still only 19."
Sid told me he was on leave near Fort Lewis still recovering from his wounds, nearly a year after the firefight that almost killed him. He 
was out driving when a news report came over the radio about a Native fishing rights demonstration going on in Olympia, the state 
capital.
 
Sid decided to go. When he got there, he was struck by the speeches, in particular the speech of a young Native woman named Suzette 
Bridges, daughter of Al and Maiselle Bridges.
 
Suzette spoke of the unfair treatment of Native people, how they had endured near genocide, and how after World War II, the 
termination, relocation and assimilation practices of the federal government nearly destroyed Native culture. Suzette spoke 
passionately about how the State of Washington was now finishing the job of genocide by denying Native people the right to fish as 
they had been promised a century before.As Robert and I approached the door, I knew the real reason for my coming was not to write a 
book. It was something else. I wanted to know where warrior heroes come from. Are they born, or are they made? The answer was 
more subtle and beautiful than I'd ever imagined.
 
"And he was smitten!" Robert laughed.
 
"Well, I don't know about that," Sid said.
 
"He was won over by this beautiful Indian girl. He sidled up beside her and it was all over!"
 
"All right, Robert. Shut your lying cake hole. It wasn't anything like that."
 
"You know I'm right."
 
"Ok, well, Robert's delusional. You gotta forgive him. Anyways, what happened was... Well, it was sorta... Well it was pretty much like he 
says. I went back to the fish encampment with them. And after that... I couldn't go back to the Army," Sid confessed.
 
So there it was. It would be unfair to say Sid's subsequent lifetime of Native activism was caused solely by Suzette. Sid grew up fishing 
on the Columbia River and knew first hand the pain of the government's oppression and near destruction of his people. His bravery, as 
tested in battle, was already evident. So were his intelligence and leadership qualities.
 
Sid spent six months in the stockade after renouncing the Army and later received a summary discharge without penalty due to the 
advocacy of then President Richard Nixon. He never looked back. "In the white man's Army I was a Private. But in the Indian Army I was 
a General."
 
It is worth reflecting on the previous week at the award ceremony in which Congressman Denny Heck presented 69-year-old Sid, called 
“The General” by all the old Fish War veterans, with the Purple Heart he earned in 1967.
 
Sid and Suzette married and had six children, Powohatten, Wa-helute, Wetekosh, Yesmowit, Yekbolsa and Kay. They've been together 
ever since.
 
“So that's where warrior heroes come from,” I thought. They are born, but they are also made by circumstance. And sometimes those 
circumstances are sweet. 
 
A'ho, General.
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