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By Mark Trahant
 
Countdown. There are now less than 100 days until Election 
Day. That means little time for campaigns to reach every 
possible voter or to raise money to get their message out. 
 
The elections are 100 days away and there are far more than a 
hundred stories. Stories about candidates. Stories about 
races where the Native vote can make a difference. Stories 
about registration drives -- and making sure that Native 
Americans have access to ballots.
 
And stories about the last flurry of primary contests. Let’s 
start with that.
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With less than 100 days to 
go until election day, here 

are stories of 
#NativeVote18 candidates 

from across the country.
 



   
Native candidates are rewriting 

history ... continued

By Mark Trahant Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter August É, ÊÈÉ8   Page Ê

The Kansas primary goes national 
 
Sharice Davids, Ho Chunk, is running for Congress in Kansas third congressional district. This race has taken 
on national implications as sort of a fight between establishment Democrats and Bernie Sanders. In the 
minds and tweets of many Sanders supporters, Davids is not progressive enough
 
This is a district that Hillary Clinton won in 2016 and Davids’ best case is that her record and ties to the 
district make her the ideal candidate come November. This seat is now held by Rep. Kevin Yoder, a 
Republican.
 
Davids has been ignoring Sanders’ support of one of her opponents, Brent Welder, and instead been picking 
up endorsements from elected officials and citizens within the district. 
 
Davids tweeted Friday. “It's been an amazing week. We launched our ad, welcomed 100s of people into the 
campaign & stepped into the national spotlight as Election Day approaches. But the highlight was going w/ 
my mom as she cast a ballot for me. #KS03"
 
 
 

 

 

 

Courtesy Campaign tweet from Sharice Davids after her mother cast a ballot 
in Kansas.

Vote early 
 
Early voting and vote by mail has already begun in 
many parts of the country. Early voting has become 
such an important part of modern campaigns 
because it allows a candidate to track their likely 
voters and get a good idea about how many votes 
are cast before Election Day. Then, in theory, you 
can make calls, and get voters to the polls on 
Election Day to seal the deal. 

Early voting is actually an old idea. It was once seen as a way to protect the rural vote, giving people 
more time to cast a ballot. But in the hectic modern world it’s an insurance policy for those of us who 
get busy, travel, or just find it difficult to cast a ballot on Election Day. Citizens like early voting. It now 
accounts for more than a third of all ballots cast nationwide.
 
To read entire article about other #NativeVote18 candidates click here
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/KS03?src=hash
https://bit.ly/2LOpocb


   
 

 Heitkamp: Bipartisan Bill to 
Combat Human Trafficking in 

Indian Country
 By Office of 

Senator Heidi Heitkamp
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Heidi Heitkamp helped introduce a 
bipartisan bill to crack down on human trafficking in Indian Country.
 
The legislation builds on Heitkamp’s years-long efforts to improve 
public safety in Indian Country following her introduction of Savanna’s 
Act last year to address the epidemic of missing and murdered 
indigenous women, and passage of her bipartisan bill to expand 
AMBER Alerts in Indian Country, which was signed into law earlier this 
year. The new bill also follows Heitkamp’s Stop Enabling Sex 
Traffickers Act, which was signed into law earlier this year and her 
work since 2013 to combat human trafficking, including in Indian 
Country.

 

Heitkamp joined U.S. Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV) to introduce the 
bipartisan End Trafficking of Native Americans Act to address the gaps between tribal communities and the 
federal government in combating human trafficking of Native Americans and Alaska Natives. 
 
The National Institute of Justice reportsthat more than 56% of American Indian and Alaska Native women 
experience sexual violence in their lifetimes. Despite this high rate of sexual violence and the known correlation 
between high rates of sexual violence and trafficking, there were only 14 federal investigations and two federal 
prosecutions of human trafficking offenses in Indian Country from 2013 through 2016. 
 
Their bill would establish an advisory committee on human trafficking comprised of law enforcement, tribal 
leaders, and service providers to make recommendations to the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) and 
Department of Justice (DOJ) on combating human trafficking of Native Americans and Alaska Natives. The bill 
would also create a Human Trafficking Prevention Coordinator within the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to 
coordinate human trafficking prevention efforts across federal agencies.
 
“No community is immune to the horrific crime of human trafficking, and Indian Country faces unique challenges 
that leave too many crimes unsolved and too many victims without justice,” Heitkamp said. “Since joining the 
U.S. Senate, I’ve worked to shine a spotlight on human trafficking around the country and in North Dakota – and 
especially in Indian Country where it has been particularly prevalent. This important bill continues those efforts to 
keep all of our communities strong and safe. Our bipartisan bill builds on efforts to boost law enforcement in 
Indian Country and address underlying issues like poverty, drug addiction, and exposure to trauma that can lead 
to increased rates of trafficking."
 
Read the entire article here

 

New Bill Builds on Senator’s Years-Long Work to Crack Down 
on Human Trafficking and Boost Safety in Indian Country

https://bit.ly/2MaMbM7
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Native films and documentaries 
for the ÊÈÉ8-ÊÈÉÑ television 

season 
 
By Vincent Schilling

October 
Trail of Tears - A one-hour documentary regarding new evidence of the forced relocation of Native tribes. 
Presented by Nine Network of St. Louis. EP: Monty Dobson.
 
November
Dawnland - Documentary on Independent Lens regarding the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Maine and 
forced adoptions of Native American children. EP: Heather Rae, Cherokee. Producers: Adam Mazo, Ben Pender-
Cudlip.
 
Tending Nature - Four 30-minute episodes as a spinoff of Tending the Wild, its one-hour broadcast special and 
webisode series provided by KCET. Distribution plans TBD. EP: Juan Devis.
 
Moroni for President - Documentary debuting on the World Channel’s America ReFramed, according to the website 
description, "After a heated primary election for the presidency of the Navajo Nation, identity and LGBTQ rights 
become central to the tribe's future." Producer/director: Billy Luther, Navajo/Hopi/Laguna Pueblo.
 
Unspoken: America’s Native Boarding Schools - Documentary examining the federal government’s assimilation of 
Native American children and the Indian Boarding School program. Producer/director: John Howe.
 
Fall 2018
Warrior Women -  A documentary on women activists who fought for civil rights in the 1970s. It features Madonna 
Thunder Hawk, a Lakota leader in the American Indian Movement. Director/producer: Christina King, 
Creek/Seminole/Sac & Fox. Director/producer: Elizabeth Castle.
 
See the entire list of television shows and documentaries here 
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Public TV and the web have a plethora of great shows 
coming up for the 2018-2019 season you want to keep 
your eye out for.
 
Here is a list below including trailers and website 
information (click on links):
 
September 
Skindigenous - A 13-part series on Indigenous 
tattooing traditions. Presented by Vision Maker Media 
and the Producer/co-director is Jason Brennan.

Courtesy Dawnland.org

https://www.pbs.org/show/america-ground/
http://dawnland.org/
https://www.kcet.org/shows/tending-the-wild/episodes/tending-the-wild
https://itvs.org/films/moroni-for-president
https://www.pbs.org/video/unspoken-americas-native-american-boarding-schools-oobt1r/
https://www.warriorwomenfilm.com/
https://bit.ly/2LNTht2
https://youtu.be/68TGiC-fqAM


 

Make sure to
visit our website

on your smartphone!

IndianCountryToday.com

From 6sqft: Mohawk builders were more interested in riveting work, which was the most 
dangerous, and the highest paid. One explained: “men who want to do it are rare, and men 
who can do it are even rarer.” - Read entire story here 

Men of Steel: How Brooklyn’s Native American ironworkers built New York

Roger Horne, a Mohawk Ironworker in the Raising Gang, ca. 1970 via the Smithsonian

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://bit.ly/2O3o1Uo
https://sova.si.edu/details/NMAI.AC.113#ref26
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Native American Travel Association Celebrates 20 Years of Tribal Tourism Growth
 

AIANTA will celebrate two decades of successful industry growth at an upcoming conference September 17-20 at 
the Isleta Resort & Casino in Albuquerque, N.M. 
 
“The emergence of tribal cultural tourism has provided more than a venue for tribes looking to diversify their 
economies, it’s created a market for global impact,” said Camille Ferguson, AIANTA Executive Director. “No other 
organization in the U.S. has provided the national structure for tribal tourism to flourish.” 
 
In the past 20 years, AIANTA has developed an experience and destinations website with more than 170 listings 
through its NativeAmerica.travel and aided in the passing of Native American Tourism Improving Visitor 
Experience or NATIVE Act, which was signed into in law in 2016. The organization has also dedicated resources to 
helping tribes reach international markets, which has helped grow overseas visitation to Native American 
communities from 693,000 in 2007 to 1.9 million in 2016, an increase of 180%. 
 
During the conference, award-winning tribal operators and national tourism experts will speak about global best 
practices in working with the international travel industry and developing international reach for those beginning 
partnerships overseas. Workshops include sessions on tribal collaborations with federal public lands, 
transportation, and case studies on tourism and economic development. New workshops this year include tips on 
working with Airbnb, developing RV sites and agritourism as a tool for developing tribal food sovereignty. 
 
In addition to the conference, AIANTA will offer mobile tours to Acoma Pueblo, Puye Cliffs and the Navajo Nation 
where the host tribe will share information and provide opportunities to network and learn. 
 
It’s a great honor to host this prestigious event and we plan on making AIANTA’s 20th anniversary conference the 
best one they have ever experienced,” said Tammy Abeita, Isleta Resort & Casino Sales Manager, adding that the 
casino will have a traveling museum from the Pueblo of Isleta and serve traditional Pueblo foods as part of the 
conference.
 

AIANTA, the Nation’s Only National Native American Travel Association, Celebrates 20 Years at Southwest 
Conference
 
The grass-roots effort, initially fostered by the New Mexico Indian Tourism Association with funding in part by the 
BIA and other tribal tourism organizations, created the first tourism conference. From this conference grew a 
nonprofit to define, introduce, grow and sustain tourism not only among American Indians but Alaska Natives and 
Native Hawaiians. The American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association (AIANTA) now provides training, 
technical assistance, certifications and scholarships, and advocates on behalf of tribes on programs, policies and 
decision-making at regional and national levels.

 

 
Registration and 

conference 
information is 

available at 
AITCÊÈÉ8.com

https://aitc2018.com/


Court affirms 
Maricopa County Sheriff’s 

Office racial profiling ruling
By Pat Poblete Indian Country Today E-weekly Newsletter August 1, 2018

Court cites deliberate violation of the First 
Amendment; repeated 'bad faith violations' of 
injunctions

WASHINGTON – A federal appeals court Tuesday flatly rejected 
Maricopa County’s appeal of orders imposed by a lower court on 
the county sheriff’s office for its practice of racial profiling under 
former Sheriff Joe Arpaio. 
 
The ruling by a three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals was the latest in a string of appeals in the case. It upheld 
a second set of injunctions that were imposed against the sheriff’s 
office after it “deliberately violated” the first injunction by a U.S. 
district court.

The appeals court said the orders were reasonable given the “repeated bad-faith violations” of the first injunction by 
the sheriff’s office. The judges also rejected the county’s claim – for a fourth time – that it should not be responsible 
for the sheriff’s actions.
 
The Maricopa County Attorney’s Office declined to comment on the ruling Tuesday, citing pending litigation, and a 
request for comment from the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office was not immediately returned. 
 
But Kathy Brody, legal director for the American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona, which represented the plaintiffs in the 
case, said they were “very pleased with the 9th Circuit’s decision that affirmed the district court.
 
”It was U.S. District Judge G. Murray Snow who oversaw the original case in which the sheriff’s office, under the 
guidance of then-Sheriff Joe Arpaio, was found to have racially profiled Latino drivers.
 
Snow issued an injunction that required the sheriff’s office to appoint an independent monitor and develop a system to 
identify racial-profiling problems, among other improvements. 
 
But the appeals court ruling said Snow later determined that the sheriff’s office violated terms of that injunction. In 
contempt proceedings, it was revealed that the sheriff’s office withheld evidence and “manipulated all aspects” of the 
internal affairs process to minimize discipline for deputies who engaged in profiling. 
 
The district court then entered a second supplemental injunction that “revised MCSO’s disciplinary matrix, conflict of 
interest and whistleblower policies, training requirements for internal affairs staff, and complaint intake and tracking 
procedures.” It also further empowered the independent monitor to “supervise and direct” internal investigations 
related to racial profiling.
 
Read the entire article here 

Photo by Domenico Nicosia/Cronkite News

https://bit.ly/2OvcfDj
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