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At 12:30 est Monday, Indian Country Today editor 
Mark Trahant, Shoshone Bannock, announced to a 
room filled with attendees of the NCAI Mid-Year 
Conference and via a Facebook Livestream that 
"We're Back!" 
 
Trahant also announced that Indian Country Today 
would also now have a new logo. 
 
"I want to thank NCAI for taking on Indian Country 
Today, it would have been really easy to say no ...
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By Vincent Schilling

At 12:30 est Monday, Indian Country Today editor Mark Trahant, Shoshone Bannock announced to a room filled with attendees of the NCAI 
Mid-Year Conference and via a Facebook Livestream that "We're Back!" 
 
Trahant also announced that Indian Country Today would also now have a new logo. "I want to thank NCAI for taking on Indian Country 
Today, it would have been really easy to say no ... I remember when I would first come to NCAI events, I would bring along a little metal 
typewriter and be banging out stories ... you think about now and how we are sitting on our phones."
 
"We are in a point of history where the printing press changed everything, now the cell phone is changing everything. The cell phone is the 
most powerful vehicle for distribution of news and information that has ever been invented," said Trahant. Trahant encouraged attendees 
and viewers online to access www.IndianCountryToday.com on their cellphones and noted that ICT was built with mobile devices in mind. 
 
"Millennials access their mobile devices more than 150 times a day." Trahant also applauded the new logo, an updated version of the Indian 
Country Today turtle, which embraced the history of ICT, but also looked forward to today's digital age. The logo was designed by Shon 
Quannie of 4X Studio in Phoenix.
 
Trahant discussed the new sections of Indian Country Today, and said ICT, was a "shared resource" meaning tribal news agencies could use 
ICT's stories and photos for free. In addition to the site, Trahant also offered socks with Indian Country Today's logo as a fundraiser for 
founders.
 
Trahant also encouraged people to access Indian Country Today using the Maven news mobile app. 
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"Millennials access 
their mobile 

devices more than 
150 times a day."

 
- Mark Trahant

Access the Maven news apps here:
 

Google Play Store - https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.themaven.app
 

iTunes - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/maven-news-community/id1254283617?mt=8

https://www.facebook.com/IndianCountryToday/videos/10156504599227431/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.themaven.app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/maven-news-community/id1254283617?mt=8
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#NativePride: Two Spirit Nation rejects Supreme 

Court decision, citing sovereignty rights
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This is one of many news releases Indian Country Today publishes to it's Press Pool.
Submit your press releases and images to pressrelease@indiancountrytoday.com.

Monday the Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in favor of a Colorado bakery's discrimination against LGBTQ2s couples, citing an 
exemption due to religious freedom. This is one of many attacks against the Two Spirit community who stay resilient in 
the face of racism, homophobia, and transphobia every day. 
 
There are 572 recognized tribes in the continental US, each with their very own rules and regulations that govern tribal 
communities based on cultural protocol and tradition that dates prior to first contact, beyond over five hundred years. 
With the resilience of their ancestors, Two Spirit people face this news like many of the colonized in which they continue 
to face attacks. 
 
Two Spirit is a term that was coined in the 90s as an umbrella term to describe the cultural role and blessing of Two 
Spirited people that possess both the masculine and feminine perspectives amongst Indigenous cultures of Turtle Island 
(Canada, North America & Mexico). They were honored as healers, leaders, mediators, liaisons, foster parents, warriors 
and vessels. 
 
In 2016, we most recently reclaimed a strong and leading presence at Oceti Sakowin (Standing Rock), as Two Spirit 
Warriors amongst our water protector siblings. “It’s not right” says Henry/Helina Brings Plenty, a Two Spirit youth, Oglala 
Lakota Sioux/Northern Cheyenne/Azetca Mexica. “At their wedding, everyone should deserve a chance to feel special on a 
day they want to feel special -- regardless if they are gay or straight.“

“It is our youth that is the destination for our liberation, and we 
must show them how these laws are colonized” Says Court 
Morse, Two Spirit Nation Field Director. 
 
“They are watching us to see how we must stay resilient” “It is 
time for allies, Indigenous politicians and tribal leaders to utilize 
their sovereign voices and protect, as well as celebrate our Two 
Spirit people with intent, because that’s what it means to 
decolonize," said Candi Brings Plenty, Leader of Two Spirit 
Nation. 
 
"We are here to protect the sacred, gift our medicine, and to be 
welcomed back into our communities, which need to be safer for 
us than it is under the colonizers influence and at the level of 
supreme court’s decisions. Because we are fully aware that this 
system was only intended to empower the cis-strait colonizer.” 
The Two Spirit Nation will continue to move forward in their 
advocacy for all Two Spirit people. 
 
This summer Candi will be traveling to ceremonies all over the 
country to empower Two Spirit voices and sit with both elders 
and youth to protect their wisdom and make ready for our future. 
 
Please visit their website and social media if you are interested 
in following us or donating.

 

http://www.thetwospiritnation.org/
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#NativeVote18: Congress about to hear a voice 

that it's never heard before, Deb Haaland 
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There have been 12,244 men (and a few women) elected to the U.S. 
House, the Senate, or both since March 4, 1789. 
 
None of those representatives have been Native American women. 
As Debra Haaland put it during her campaign: 
 
“Congress has never heard a voice like mine.”

 

Get the microphones ready. Halaand won the Democratic primary for New Mexico’s 1st congressional district. She still faces a Republican challenger in November, 
but there are two factors to consider here. First, it’s a district that mostly favors Democrats. Hillary Clinton won the district handily. And, beyond that, this is not a 
cycle that is working for Republicans anyway. Haaland is now the favorite. 
 
“No candidate ever wins anything on their own,” Haaland told her supporters, thanking the many volunteers and campaign staff that worked so hard to make this 
happen. “Ours is a victory for working people. A victory for women. And a victory for Indian Country.” 
 
The race was expected to be close, but Haaland won by more than 10 points with 55 percent of the vote counted. There is so much about Haaland’s win that is worth 
pointing out. She has worked to build a voter network for a couple of decades, running campaigns for other candidates, or the party itself. She did everything right -- 
including pointing out that this country has never in its history elected a Native woman. 
 
I talked to a Latina who told me that she was voting for Haaland for that reason alone. Justice.
 
Check out this entire article here: https://goo.gl/63HzK9

Haaland now the favorite to win a seat in Congress this November

https://goo.gl/63HzK9
https://go.esri.com/smartworkplace0621


First Nations Youth Hockey Team racially taunted at tournament, called savages

A youth team of First Nations hockey players was the victim of racist insults, war whoops and chants while competing in a Quebec 
City youth tournament about a week ago. The First Nation Elites Bantam AAA hockey team is comprised of First Nations hockey 
players aged 13-15 from Quebec, Ontario and Nova Scotia. 
 
During the game, Tommy Neeposh, the team manager filmed a 43-minute long video that show how the youth team was subjected 
to racist remarks and more to include the tomahawk chop, war whoops and more throughout the Coupe Challenge Quebec AAA 
tournament, held from May 25-27. 
 
At the end of the 43-minute video, a white-haired gentlemen in the stands can be heard yelling “Gang de sauvages” which translates 
“Gang of savages.” “The war cries (were) the worst,” Neeposh told CTV News. “(They were) telling our boys that you guys don't 
belong, your team sucks, Native kids can't play hockey, they can't skate.” 
 
Neeposh said the team spoke with both the referees and the host team, the Quebec Bulldogs, but nothing was done. Neeposh has 
filed a complaint with the tournament organizers. Since nothing has happened to Neeposh's satisfaction, he posted a video on 
Facebook which has gained international attention.
 
Tommy Neeposh, Cree from Nemaska, Quebec talked with Indian Country Today about the incident. 
 
What prompted you to record the video in the first place? 
 
I thought to myself, I’ve got to catch some of this stuff, to reveal this. But I never expected something like ‘gang of savages’ to be 
yelled from a parent. It was truly way over what I was expecting. Also during the game, the referee was extremely unfair. When I 
complained, I got kicked out. Our hockey game was full contact, and the Native boys are bigger for their age than the other french 
boys. The other kids were hitting legs, charging. The Native boys made a goal and celebrated. The other players taunted my team 
with a war whoop, and the same ref was laughing at the war cry. The adults don't bother stopping their kids, the ref has the power 
to stop this type of thing. I asked, “are you going to let them do that to our face?” 
 
How often does this happen? 
 
This happens most of the time, when it involves children it’s just worse. I used to manage a team and would travel to a lot of racist 
small towns. This has happened all throughout my son’s minor days. Organizations need to step up and stop this type of behavior.
 
Read the rest of this article and interview here: https://goo.gl/QCVw1Y

Have a question about this newsletter? Reach out to associate editor Vincent Schilling at 
vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com.

You can also reach out to him on Twitter at @VinceSchilling

A youth team of First 
Nations hockey players 
was the ¬ictim of racist 
insults, war whoops and 
chants. 
 
The team manager 
caught it on ¬ideo and 
posted it to Facebook.
 
By Vincent Schilling

https://www.facebook.com/neecree/posts/10160642869555457
https://goo.gl/QCVw1Y
http://www.twitter.com/vinceschilling


 

In the past month, Indian Country Today received an incredible outpouring of support 
with 697 backers.

We've managed to raise $52,545 dollars toward our $100,000 goal. Thank you!
 

Visit our campaign here.
 

From September through February I have heard about the importance of saving Indian Country 
Today. So many people across Indian Country had the same idea:

 
What if … What if we all contribute?

 
What if I step up to make certain Indian Country has solid, accurate, fair reporting?

 
Is it worth it to save this voice? A national media platform for Indian concerns?  

And how much will it take?
Yes. Yes. And the answer is a lot  — or perhaps not so much if we all contribute together.

 
We are building a new Indian Country Today on a public media model. We will have some advertising, 

but most of our resources will come from members, tribes, enterprises, and non-profits.
 

Thank you so much.
Mark Trahant, editor, Indian Country Today

 
Please Support

Indian Country Today's
Membership Drive

 

 

 

Make sure to
visit our website

on your smartphone!

IndianCountryToday.com

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/indian-country-today-founding-members-community/x/18582474#/
https://indiancountrytoday.com/
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