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asserts Native American ancestry via DNA
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Native Professor and author Kim Tallbear: ‘There is no DNA test to 
prove you’re Native American’ 
 
Senator Elizabeth Warren, who has long battled with politicians and 
the media and has been the subject of sarcastic and racially-based 
attacks by President Trump — he called her Pocahontas publicly on 
several occasions — has bowed to the pressure of the masses and 
sought to prove Native American ancestry with results of a DNA test 
she has posted to her website.
 
Warren now claims to have documentation to back up her distant 
‘Native heritage’ thanks to an analysis report by Carlos Bustamante, a 
professor of genetics at Stanford and adviser to the DNA companies, 
Ancestry and 23andMe.
 
Click here to read entire story and watch Warren's YouTube video

 

 

E-Weekly Newsletter - O to er , 

As Senator Warren releases 
DNA test to claim Native 

American Ancestry,
Cherokee Nation says: "A 

DNA test is useless..."
Senator Warren, Screen capture, YouTube.

By Vincent Schilling

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/strike-against-sovereignty-sen-warren-asserts-native-american-ancestry-via-dna-5mJJTl_79ESAQLX8hCckZA/


In wake of new Voter ID law: 
Mad rush to repair Native 

voting woes in North Dakota 
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter October 1Ï, ÊÈ18 page Ê

Since many Native residents have a P.O. box, which does not qualify, groups and individuals are scrambling 
to get registered against mounting odds.
 
Many once potential voters without formal residential addresses — whose ID’s were once accepted at polling 
places — will no longer be allowed to vote at polling places for the general election. This decision came a 
month before Election Day, which was criticized by judges in the Supreme Court, specifically Justices Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Elena Kagan voiced dissent.
 
Ginsburg argued that the Supreme Court’s order conflicted with one of the top court’s most frequently invoked 
doctrines on election law: not to change the rules shortly before an election.
 
Pima Levy of Mother Jones magazine made a key statement in a recent article regarding the race of 
Democratic Senator Heidi Heitkamp.
 
The Supreme Court’s order will likely make it harder for Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, considered the most vulnerable 
Democrat in the Senate, to retain her seat in November. Heitkamp won her seat by less than 3,000 votes in 2012 
with strong backing from Native Americans, and she is the only statewide elected Democrat. North Dakota 
Republicans began changing voting rules to make it harder to cast a ballot months after Heitkamp’s victory six 
years ago. Republicans have claimed the changes to voter ID requirements are intended to stop voter fraud, 
even though in-person fraud is exceedingly rare.
 
Click here to continue reading story and see how tribes are responding with election three weeks away.

List of resources included for voters in North Dakota - With a 
few weeks remaining until Election Day in November

With a few weeks remaining until Election Day in November and in 
the wake of a Voter ID Law that made it increasingly difficult for 
Native people to vote, Native Americans, Native American groups 
and tribal governments are leading an effort to give Native voters 
greater accessibility to the ballot box.
 
Last week, the Supreme Court declined to overturn North Dakota's 
controversial voter ID law, which requires residents to show an ID 
with a current street address. 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/10/supreme-court-makes-it-harder-for-tribal-north-dakotans-to-vote/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/in-wake-of-new-voter-id-law-mad-rush-to-repair-native-voting-woes-in-n-dakota-OE6zHfTozku1PP-w16esWQ/


 

Canada Supreme Court: 
Lawmakers do not need to 

consult with Indigenous people 
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter October 1Ï, ÊÈ18   Page Ë

 

In a 7-2 decision against the Mikisew Cree, Court says 
government did not need to consult with tribe on omnibus 
bills

Mikisew Chief Archie Waquan

In a decision regarding Courtoreille v. Canada, the Supreme 
Court of Canada has ruled that Canada’s lawmakers do not have 
a duty to consult with Indigenous Peoples before introducing 
legislation in Parliament that might affect Aboriginal and treaty 
rights. 
 
The decision has been lauded as a ruling that will be embraced 
by the Canadian federal government, and many lawmakers have 
called the obligation one that slows down the legislative 
process.

In a vote of 7-2, Canada’s top court ruled against the Mikisew Cree First Nation in Alberta, who stated 
two previous omnibus budget bills introduced by the government in 2012 affected their constitutionally-
protected treaty rights. The Mikisew Cree First Nation fought the bills because they had amended 
regulations that had been protecting waterways and the environment.
 
The Mikisew Cree First Nation had argued that the Canadian government threatened the tribes’ right to 
hunt, trap and fish on their traditional territory — rights protected by the Crown in accordance with the 
signed Treaty 8 in 1899, and additional constitutional rights due to the passage of the Constitution Act 
of 1982.
 
As described in an article by the CBC, the majority of the court ruled there is no binding constitutional 
duty to consult before a law is passed.
 
"The duty to consult is ill-suited for legislative action. It is rarely appropriate for courts to scrutinize the 
law-making process, which includes the development of legislation by ministers," said Supreme Court 
Justice Andromache Karakatsanis to the CBC. "Applying the duty to consult doctrine during the 
lawmaking process would lead to significant judicial incursion into the workings of the legislature."
 
Finish reading the story by Vincent Schilling here

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/tasker-indigenous-rights-consultation-parliament-1.4858321
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/canada-supreme-court-lawmakers-do-not-need-to-consult-with-indigenous-people-9buZhzeNB0qqiBqevXBUig/
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"Most prominent" 
headstone of Nez Perce 

leader replaced 
By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye

It was by coincidence that the chief’s descendants reached out to the Congressional Cemetery to replace the 
damaged headstone at the same time the National Cemetery Administration made the decision to replace it. 
 
“This is the most prominent marker we’ve replaced,” said Brophy. At the family’s request, the old headstone 
sits at the foot of the burial while the new one is at the head. 
 
During the ceremony, Dr. Paul said they contemplated moving his body to Idaho near his daughter, Wa-hee-loo.
 
“At one time we wanted to bring him home but then as we listened to our elders who said that doesn’t 
complete the story if we bring him home. That doesn’t tell the full story,” she said. “I don’t want to dig up the 
grave. He is where he is. He’s a warrior. In our tradition, where a warrior dies that’s where he’s buried.”
 
Finish reading story about the Nez Perce Chief here
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The family of Chief Ut-Sin-Malikan gave their great-great 
grandfather a proper ceremony after 150 years.
The year of his death “1868” is more readable on the old headstone 
than his name “Ut-Sin-Malikan.” Other than that, you wouldn’t know 
that this chief of the Nez Perce Nation is one of the 36 tribal leaders 
and delegates buried in the Congressional Cemetery in Washington, 
D.C. 
 
Five family members traveled from Arizona, Idaho and Washington 
to the cemetery along the Anacostia River to hold a ceremony to 
replace the 150-year-old headstone on Indigenous People’s Day. 
 
Roberta Paul, one of the great-great-granddaughters, worked with 
Michael Brophy, director of the Baltimore National Cemetery 
Complex, for the past few months to design the new headstone 
since they only had a limited number of lines to work with.
 
The headstone is now engraved with “Chief Ut-Sin-Malikan, Nez 
Perce, 1793-1868, Signed Treaties 1855 & 1863” and ends with 
“Respected Leader, A Visionary, Spoke Truth, Sought Justice for All 
Nez Perce.”

The Paul Family poses next to the new headstone 
in the Congressional Cemetery in Washington, D.C. 
on October 8, 2018. L-R top row: Vonda Schuld, 
Jackie Inglis, Dr. Roberta Paul and Michael Foiles. 
Bottom row: Jesse Paul. 
(Photo by Jourdan Bennett-Begaye) 

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/most-prominent-headstone-of-nez-perce-leader-replaced-yOwHXpKG4ku5A-D1TeqF4g/
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Are you using our  
new ICT mobile platform? 
Get Indian Country Today 

on your phone!
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Have questions about our  weekly ICT 
email? 

 
Reach out to Indian Country Today 
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling.  

email:  
vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com 

Twitter- @VinceSchilling
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Read opinion piece by Randall Akee 
from the Brookings Institution 

 
Don't repeat the failed policy of 

separating Indian children from their 
families

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/pages/how-to-use-the-new-indian-country-today-think-mobile-EUnCnh1ef0me60Qy8FkUwg/
mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://twitter.com/kdkw_406
http://mechoopda-nsn.gov/employment-opportunities/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/opinion/don-t-repeat-the-failed-policy-of-separating-indian-children-from-their-families-6XFzjyrHLUWrmn6LirGvvQ/


Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter October 1Ï, ÊÈ18   Page 8

Nammy Winners Announced: 
For the 18th Annual 

Native American Music Awards 
By Vincent Schilling

Annie Humphrey, Ojibwe, a musical artist that hails from the Leech Lake reservation, took home artist of the 
year in the wake of her well-received album, The Beast and The Garden. Humphrey was one of several 
celebrated artists at the Nammy Awards. Other Native musical artists awarded included Kelly Derrickson for 
best female artist, Randy Wood for best male artist, Twin Flames for group of the year and Michael Bucher and 
Paco Fralick’s ‘Women and Water’ was awarded song of the year. 
 
The 18th Annual Native American Music Awards Show took place this Friday, October 12, 2018 as part of the 
United Southern & Eastern Tribes conference at the Seneca Niagara Casino in Niagara Falls in New York. 
 
According to NAMA president Ellen Bello, there were over 200 music recording submissions for the Eighteenth 
Annual Native American Music Awards. Bello says it was a special night celebrating Native music.
 
“It was a beautiful night...from Saginaw Grant & the drum group for Don't Let the Drums Go Silent to Connor 
Chee with is a 95-year-old grandfather, to the fun of YMCA and Zippin up my Boots with Felipe Rose and Tracy 
Lee Nelson's dedication to MMIW. It was all very special including winner Paco Fralick talking about Michael 
Bucher and the Pine Ridge Flute Society and Annie Humphrey honoring those who served in the military (like 
herself) -- those were among the most poignant wins of the evening,” said Bello.
 
See the list of winners by clicking here

The 18th Annual Awards Gala was held Friday, October 12th at the Seneca Niagara Resort & Casino

Award winners included Best Music Video Performance, Through the 
Flood by Indian City / Vince Fontaine, NAMA 2018 Artist of the Year 
Annie Humphrey, Best Single Recording Left Right Left by Mickie 
James and Best Rap Hip Hop Recording Brave Star, Artson, Courtesy 
photos NAMA 2018 

In recognition of the plight of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls #MMIW and #MMIWG, artists at the awards 
show wore red ribbons. Courtesy photos

https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/nammy-winners-announced-for-the-18th-annual-native-american-music-awards-bhEcEM9cjkSq04lNmvzCNA/


'Now This' news video about 
Warren's DNA Test, features 

ICT’s Vincent Schilling 
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Vincent Schilling and Senator Elizabeth Warren, 
screen captures

Schilling says Warren bowed to the pressure and 
the test was "A colonial solution to a Native 
American problem"

The popular video news site 'Now This news,' known 
for its short videos on a myriad of pertinent topics 
across the social media landscape, and has millions 
of followers on social media, has recently released a 
video titled “Native Leaders Unhappy About Sen. 
Warren's Public DNA Test,” which features the 
comments for Indian Country Today associate editor 
Vincent Schilling.

The video, produced by Mike Madden at Now This delves into how the Native community has responded 
to Senator Warren’s DNA test, proclaiming she has Native American ancestry. 
 
The video also includes quotes from the Cherokee Nation as well as from Kim Tallbear an author of a 
book about Native American DNA practices.
 
In the video Schilling says Warren bowed to the pressure that Native people feel every day, and that 
there is no escape hatch plan. He calls Warren’s test, ‘A colonial solution to a Native American 
problem.”
 
Watch the videos / read the article in Indian Country Today here.
 
Vincent Schilling on Twitter 

https://nowthisnews.com/
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/now-this-news-video-about-warren-s-dna-test-features-ict-s-vincent-schilling-DcJHouGcRUuwMBXxNc6C_g/
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
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