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Black and white historic photo of two Navajo Code
Talkers with the U.S. Marines in the jungle during
World War II

The Native American Code
Talkers of World War II are
recognized as having the only
unbroken code in military
history.

August 14th was
Navajo Code Talkers day
By Vincent Schilling
The Navajo Nation, the Department of the Interior and
others are recognizing the Navajo Code talkers this
Tuesday with public celebrations and announcements on
social media in recognition of Navajo Code Talker Day.
The Navajo Nation Office of the president and vice
president said this year’s celebration would be held at the
Navajo Nation Fairgrounds and the Navajo Nation Veterans
Memorial Park. Festivities of the day included a laying of
the wreath ceremony, 21-gun salute, guest speakers,
vendor booths and more.
(continued)
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This afternoon there will be a Gourd Dance at the Navajo Nation Veterans Memorial Park. Erny Zah
will be the master of ceremonies. The Navajo Nation Museum will host a film screening of Navajo
Code Talkers: Journey of Remembrance at 3 p.m. The documentary was taped on locations in Iwo
Jima, Okinawa, Saipan, Guam and Tinian.
The Department of the Interior released a statement to the public as well as a video on YouTube
recognizing the Navajo Code Talkers.
Shortly after the United States entered World War II, the Marine Corps began recruiting and training
Navajo men to develop and use an unbreakable military code based on their language.
Fighting in the battles of Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Tinian and Saipan, Navajo Code Talkers saved lives
by signaling enemy movements, transmitting orders and coordinating attacks under fire. Despite
earning the respect of their fellow soldiers and marines, Code Talkers received no recognition on
the home front. We honor them now on August 14 -- Navajo Code Talkers Day.
In December 2006, the Navajo Nation Council established
Aug. 14 of each year as Navajo Nation Code Talkers Day, a
recognized tribal holiday. The day was selected in
recognition of a proclamation signed in July, 1982 by
President Ronald Reagan as a day for the code talkers.
According to the National Museum of the American Indian,
more than 400 Navajo men were recruited by the U.S.
Marines during World War II to develop a military code in
their native language to transmit military messages.
The Native American Code Talkers of World War II, which
also included tribal members from other Native nations, is
recognized as the only unbroken code in military history.
Poster from Navajo Code Talker Day celebration
in Window Rock, Arizona

Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians
recognized with new Caltrans signs
By ICT Editorial Team
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Signs Designating Tribal Land are Installed on Interstate 5, Exit 628 in Corning, California

The tribal land belonging to the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians will now be recognized with two new highway
signs along the Interstate 5.
“This is just one of the projects we’re working on together in our continuing partnership with Caltrans,” said Andrew
“Dru” Alejandre, chairman of the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians. “Through close collaboration, we continue to
find ways we can work together and partner on projects important to the tribe and the community.”
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 2 have placed two 19 foot by 8 foot signs on
northbound and southbound Interstate 5 near the Liberal Avenue exit (exit 628) to designate lands belonging to the
Tribe.
The boundaries of the Nomlaki lands were significantly reduced with the arrival of the Europeans, but once
stretched well into the Sacramento Valley, which included most of present day Tehama County. The original trails
through the Mendocino National Forest and those connecting the valley and mountains were orginally cleared and
utilized by the Nomlaki. Many of these trails have today evolved into heavily-utilized highways in both Tehama and
Glenn Counties.
“We’re very excited to be able to install a sign that will tell the traveling public that we have an important land base
here as we’ve had for many years,” said Natasha Magana, Council Member at Large. “Too often we’ve heard friends
and others ask where our reservation is located. Now they will know.”
For more information about the Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians, visit www.paskenta-nsn.gov.
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Google's latest Doodle:
A Cherokee Engineer
Āthat you should know aboutā
By Erin Weldon
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Even today the work of Mary Golda Ross remains a classified
secret
Google revealed its latest Doodle featuring today, a portrait of a
radiantly smiling woman. As the central point of focus, she sits
within the sacred seven-sided star of the Cherokee Nation,
surrounded by a blueprint of the Agena rocket. It’s floating far
above planet Earth, a satellite and the stars.
The imagery only skims the surface of Mary Golda Ross’
multifaceted life as the first Native American female engineer.
Mary Golda Ross painting at the National Museum of the
American Indian

The colors of the seven-sided star highlight the flag of the Cherokee Nation. Ross embraced her legacy as a
member of the Cherokee Nation, which instilled in her the value of learning. She was born on August 9, 1908,
in Parkhill, Oklahoma. Ross grew up with a love for math, earning both a Bachelor of Arts degree and a
Master’s degree in mathematics. She then worked as a statistical clerk for the Bureau of Indian Affairs. She
also taught math in her community.
In 1942, Ross joined Lockheed Aircraft. She was sent to UCLA to earn a degree in aeronautical engineering.
While at Lockheed, she worked among a male-dominated field as the only female engineer on interplanetary
space travel, including rocket missiles and satellites. She helped send a man to the moon, and joined a topsecret think-tank called Missiles Systems Division. Though much of her work today remains classified, for a
woman in the 1940s, she led a nontraditional career path, proving to be a trailblazer for all women.
Perla Campos, Global Marketing lead for Doodles, is passionate about Ross. “Google is very interested in
diversity and inclusion,” she said. “Do they have large positive impacts on people? Do they go beyond their
profession? I think Mary is a perfect example of that.”.
Campos submitted the idea during the annual Doodle review process and worked with the artist, her family, the
Google American Indian Network, the Society of Women Engineers, to bring the Ross to life. “We like to work
with those groups to make sure we’re giving extra care to these topics that we may not know too much about,”
Campos said. “They help us with important feedback ... to make sure we really have something authentic.”
Read the rest of the story here

History strikes again:
A Native woman will help lead
Minnesota
By Mark Trahant
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Arvina Martin comes up short in her primary
challenge of the incumbent Wisconsin
Secretary of State
Minnesota is certain to elect a Native American
woman as its next lieutenant governor.
Then, the office of lieutenant governor has an
interesting history.
In some countries, the lieutenant governor is the
official representative of the sovereign (the king or
queen). Some lieutenant governors are largely
ceremonial. Some are private, close confidants to the
governor. Others have actual jobs, with a portfolio of
responsibilities. Five states -- Arizona, Maine, New
Hampshire, Oregon, and Wyoming -- don’t even bother
with post.
And in Minnesota the two party nominees for lieutenant governor are Native.
Republican Donna Bergstrom, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, and Democrat Peggy Flanagan, White
Earth Nation, joined their running mates Tuesday and secured a line on the November ballot. Bergstrom is
running with Jeff Johnson and Flanagan with Tim Walz.
Oh, what a year! Let’s put this in perspective. Two Native women are party nominees for Congress. (One more,
Amanda Douglas, Cherokee, has a primary at the end of this month.) Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, in New
Mexico and Sharice Davids, Ho Chunk, in Kansas. Two Native women are party nominees for governor;
Democrat Paulette Jordan, Coeur d’Alene, in Idaho and Republican Andria Tupola, Native Hawaiian, in Hawaii.
Four Native women are Lt. Gov. nominees, Debra Call, Dena’ina, in Alaska, Anastasia Pittman, Seminole, in
Oklahoma and now two of them will face each other in November.
I could not make this up.
Read the entire story on Native American women running for office by Mark Trahant here
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Native Youth and Family Center celebrates first year of Resurgence School
With funding from the National Urban Indian Family Coalition, NAYA designed the
school to serve Indigenous youth
Read the entire story on summer program that helps youth develop cultural and
environmental knowledge here

Make sure to
visit our website
on your smartphone!
IndianCountryToday.com
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Are you using our
new ICT mobile platform?
Get Indian Country Today
on your phone!
Get our mobile phone app.
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Have questions about our weekly ICT email?
Reach out to Indian Country Today
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling.
email: vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
Twitter- @VinceSchilling
Contributions to the creation of this newsletter courtesy
Kolby Kicking Woman
Twitter - @kdkw_406
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Haisla Hip Hop artists Snotty Nose Rez Kids release powerful 'Warriors' video
By Vincent Schilling
In addition to the release of the video, the group also
signed with RPM (Revolutions Per Minute) Records in
June
Based out of Vancouver, BC. and hailing from the Haisla
Nation / Rez in Kitimaat Village in northern British
Columbia, the indigenous hip-hop group Snotty Nose Rez
Kids have recently released their latest video ‘Warriors.’
In addition to the release of the video, the group also
signed with RPM (Revolutions Per Minute) Records in
June. RPM Records — the leading Indigenous music label
in Canada — lauds the group for their fearless lyrics and
unflinching perspectives.

Photo: RPM Records / Alex Mof

They write on their RPM website:
SNRK have taken the hip-hop scene by storm. Their music is politically charged and emotionally driven while also
being upbeat, energetic and uplifting and they released two full-length albums in 2017: their debut self-titled album
in January and their second album, The Average Savage, in September.
Known for their undeniably catchy flows, lyricism, humour, and crowd-rocking live shows, SNRK are rising stars in
the world of Indigenous hip-hop and will release their anticipated third album, Rez Bangers & Koolapops, this fall on
RPM Records.
According to the RPM website, Snotty Nose Rez Kids have performed more than 44 shows in 2017, 24 as
headliners and 16 for community and youth initiatives including performances at the Drum is Calling, Blessed
Coast and Koksilah music festivals.
In 2018, they performed at a sold out A Tribe Called Red show and opened for E-40 at festivals such as 420
Vancouver. They have an upcoming international debut later this summer.
The Warriors video
In the midst of the Canadian federal government set to buy the Trans Mountain oil pipeline from Kinder Morgan,
the Snotty Nose Rez Kids, with rappers Young D and Yung Trybez, have released a hip hop message with a chill
flow that delivers a poignant message to indigenous resistance.
They also make a play on words in alignment with the 1979 cult-classic Warriors.
Check out the music video for 'The Warriors' on YouTube here
For more information visit Snotty Nose Rez Kids website

Twitter @TheRezKids

Facebook page

RPM Records
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