
Even with an extensive history between Mashpee 
Wampanoag and the U.S., the tribe first learned their fate 
on Facebook
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The room fell silent as Jessie Little Doe Baird gripped the podium, 
engraved with a “United States Senate” emblem, as she held back her 
tears before congressional and tribal leaders. Six days earlier she and 
her tribe, the Mashpee Wampanoag Nation, were informed they were no 
longer considered “Indian” so their reservation would be taken by the 
Department of Interior. 
 
With Chairman of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe at her side, Baird 
begged for support from tribal leaders and Indigenous women at the 
Tribal Unity Impact Days in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 12.
 
“Help me help my community, protect the women in my community, 
protect children in my community and keep our land under our feet with 
our jurisdiction and sovereignty in place,” said the Baird, who serves as 
vice chairman of the tribe. (Read entire story here)
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Interior denies Mashpee 
trust land: 

‘You do not meet definition 
of an Indian’  

Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs Tara Sweeney at 
Tribal Unity Impact days (screenshot)

https://bit.ly/2QsXCkS
https://bit.ly/2PPxmQm


 

VAWA: Department of Justice 
to double funding for ¬iolence 

against Nati¬e women
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter September ÉÑ, ÊÈÉÐ   Page Ê

DOJ officials are seeking to provide an approximate $113 million in public safety funding for 133 tribes 
and Alaska Native villages, according to Jesse Panuccio, the Justice Department’s acting associate 
attorney general. An additional $133 million will be awarded in a few weeks to serve efforts to help 
Native American crime victims.
 
Panuccio told the AP’s Mary Hudetz, “We recognize the serious nature of the problem we’re facing and 
we are trying through a variety of strategies — both through the funding and the use of our own 
prosecutors, and building up awareness — to address these issues.”

 

Heitkamp: Senate passes temporary extension 
of Violence Against Women Act, but long-term 
renewal needed
The U.S. Department of Justice told the 
Associated Press that it will double the funding 
it grants tribes for public safety programs and 
crime victims as it seeks to address the 
disproportionately high-rates of violence against 
Native American women.

Funding needed amidst devastating statistics

To many tribes, such funding directed toward assisting violence against women in Native communities 
has been a long time coming. For many generations, Native American women have faced horrible 
statistics of violence, sexual assault and murder. Federal figures show that more than half of Native 
American women and girls have encountered sexual and domestic violence at some point during their 
lives.
 
At the end of 2017, the FBI’s National Crime Information Center database had 633 open missing person 
cases for Native American women. One look at social media referencing #MMIW (highlighting the 
missing and murdered Indigenous women in Canada) or #MMNAW (highlighting the missing and 
murdered Native American women in the U.S.) show missing and/or murdered Native women 
numbering into the several thousands.
 
Finish reading entire piece about VAWA funding by Schilling here

https://apnews.com/1824f1326e2b49c29e9ad0ffbe4c2990
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/249736.pdf
https://bit.ly/2xufwuE


Senate to hear testimony about 
attempted rape allegation 

against court nominee
By Mark Trahant Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter September ÉÑ, ÊÈÉÐ page Ë

She was 15 and a student at an all girls-school and Kavanaugh would have been 17 years old. "I thought he 
might inadvertently kill me," Ford told The Post. "He was trying to attack me and remove my clothing." Ford is 
professor and psychologist at Palo Alto University. 
 
Kavanaugh said: "I categorically and unequivocally deny this allegation. I did not do this back in high school 
or any time." The White House said in a statement that Kavanaugh “looks forward to a hearing where he can 
clear his name of this false allegation.
 
This charge comes a week after several Native American groups, including the Alaska Federation of Natives, 
raised serious legal concerns about the nomination. 
 
Senate Judiciary Chairman Chuck Grassley, a Republican from Iowa, said Ford’s story deserves to be heard. 
“Anyone who comes forward as Dr. Ford has deserves to be heard,” Grassley said. “So I will continue working 
on a way to hear her out in an appropriate, precedented and respectful manner.”
 
He said “the standard procedure for updates to any nominee’s background investigation file is to conduct 
separate follow-up calls with relevant parties. In this case, that would entail phone calls with at least Judge 
Kavanaugh and Dr. Ford. Consistent with that practice, I asked Senator Feinstein’s office yesterday to join me 
in scheduling these follow-ups. Thus far, they have refused. But as a necessary step in evaluating these 
claims, I’ll continue working to set them up.”
(Finish reading article here)

Senate Judiciary Committee hearing is set for Monday 
for testimony about attempted rape allegation

Judiciary Committee Chairman Sen. Chuck Grassley greets 
Brett Kavanaugh at at hearing. (Photo from Sen. Grasley's 
official page.)

Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh is getting a 
second look in the Senate next week after an allegation 
surfaced about a sexual assault.
 
Christine Blasey Ford told The Washington Post that 
Kavanaugh pinned her to a bed, groped her, and began to 
grind his body against hers. She was able to escape but 
described the incident incident as a trauma with a lasting 
impact on her life. 

https://bit.ly/2DdBmJc
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/california-professor-writer-of-confidential-brett-kavanaugh-letter-speaks-out-about-her-allegation-of-sexual-assault/2018/09/16/46982194-b846-11e8-94eb-3bd52dfe917b_story.html?utm_term=.f5a7b3666652
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Have questions about our 
weekly ICT email?

 
Reach out to Indian Country Today
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling. 

email:
 vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com

Twitter- @VinceSchilling

https://twitter.com/kdkw_406
mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
https://www1.ticketmaster.com/event/00005525F1E1C389


   Missing ÉÈ-year-old 
Ashley Johnson-Barr found deceased, 

4É-year-old man arrested 
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter September ÉÑ, ÊÈÉÐ   Page 5

Ten Alaska FBI agents headed to Kotzebue last Monday to assist in a search for Johnson-Barr, who 
was last seen at the Rainbow Park playground in the Alaska town at about 5:30 p.m. Her cellphone was 
found in the street about a half-mile from the park. About 50 Volunteers and local area police were also 
searching for the girl. Ultimately, 17 FBI agents joined the search.
 
The search came to a devastating halt when Johnson-Barr was found deceased on Friday. 
 
The Alaska State Troopers issued a public statement. 
 
“After eight days, the search for Ashley has come to an unfortunate end. Late this afternoon, Ashley 
was located deceased by law enforcement and volunteer canvas teams in an area east of the City of 
Kotzebue. Alaska State Troopers, the FBI, Kotzebue Police Department, and the Northwest Arctic 
Borough extend our sincerest condolences to Ashley's family, friends, and community."
 
According to the Anchorage Daily News, communities across Alaska from Chevak and Chugiak to 
Wales and Wasilla held planned walks and candlelight vigils in support of Johnson-Barr and her family. 
During the walks and vigils, many people wore her favorite color purple.
 
To finish story and read statement from family, click here

"After 8 days, the search for Ashley has come to an 
unfortunate end. Late this afternoon, Ashley was located 
deceased."

Having last been seen on Thursday September 6th playing at a 
playground, a missing 10-year-old Kotzebue girl Ashley 
Johnson-Barr was found dead. The FBI has reported that a 41-
year-old man, Peter Wilson of Kotzebue, 41, has been arrested 
for making false statements to a federal agent. 
 
Authorities have not yet disclosed if Wilson is responsible for 
the death of Johnson-Barr and the scene of the girl’s death has 
not yet been described as a crime scene.
 
 

https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2018/09/14/we-are-one-as-kotzebue-prays-for-return-of-missing-girl-an-entire-state-joins-in/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2018/09/14/we-are-one-as-kotzebue-prays-for-return-of-missing-girl-an-entire-state-joins-in/
https://bit.ly/2OJV68k


Tribal leaders pitch Congress on farm 
bill, Violence Against Women Act

By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye

“As people and tribal lands are affected by decisions made by the federal government, we appreciate the 
opportunity to express our concerns and challenges to Congress and the federal government,” said A. 
Gay Kingman, executive director of the Great Plains Tribal Chairman’s Association. “There are promises 
made in our treaties that need to be kept as well as the recognition of our sovereignty.”
 
Over the four and half hours, congressional members stood at the podium providing their statements and 
answering questions. The three issues that came up often: The Farm Bill, the Violence Against Women 
Act and the court nomination of Brett Kavanaugh.
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Members of Congress met with tribal leaders during a 
two-day Tribal Unity Impact Days event.
Members of Congress met with tribal leaders during a 
two-day Tribal Unity Impact Days event hosted by the 
National Congress of American Indians this week.
 
Tribal leaders traveled to Washington, D.C., carrying a list 
of concerns they wanted to speak with congressional 
members and staff about, such as water development, 
sacred sites, cultural resources, economic development, 
the opioid epidemic, funding, agriculture, domestic 
violence, reorganization of the Department of Interior, 
and self-governance.

Sen. Mazie Hirono speaks to a packed room about issues in 
Indian Country. (Photo by Jourdan Bennett-Begaye)

Farm Bill

The Farm Bill is an all-encompassing bill that includes energy, jobs, agriculture, and more. But for Indian 
Country, it focuses on nutritional programs and food distribution. The House and Senate each have their 
own version of the Farm Bill with different language. One crucial piece that Sen. Tina Smith is fighting to 
keep in the Senate’s version of the bill, along with Sen. John Hoeven and Sen. Steve Daines, is the 
protection of Native food products from “fraudulent imposters” who try to sell traditional foods, such as 
Minnesota’s wild rice.
 
To read more coverage by Bennett-Begaye about the event, click here

http://www.ncai.org/conferences-events/ncai-events/Impact_Days_Agenda_2018.pdf
https://bit.ly/2QsXCkS
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https://indiancountrytoday.com/
http://www.ncai.org/events/2018/10/21/75th-annual-convention-marketplace


Are you using our  
new ICT mobile platform? 

 
Get Indian Country Today 

on your phone!
 

Get our mobile phone app.
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https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/pages/how-to-use-the-new-indian-country-today-think-mobile-EUnCnh1ef0me60Qy8FkUwg/
http://www.racialequityresourceguide.org/index.cfm
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Federal permit process for the 
Dakota Access Pipeline 
was illegal and flawed 

By ICT Editorial Team

As Chairman of the Standing Rock Sioux, I worked for months on 
behalf of the tribe to communicate to federal regulators the extremely 
dangerous consequences of permitting the Dakota Access Pipeline 
(DAPL). A little more than a year ago, a federal judge ruled that the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers violated the law when it rubber-
stamped Energy Transfer Partners’ plan to build the pipeline across 
Lake Oahe, just upstream of Standing Rock Sioux tribal lands on the 
Missouri River. An oil spill affecting Lake Oahe would pose an 
existential threat to our culture.

Written by: Mike Faith Jr. 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s concerns about DAPL fall on deaf 
ears at U.S. Army Corps

Standing Rock Chairman Mike Faith, Jr. 
(Photo via Facebook)

It would fundamentally undermine our Treaty-protected rights to the integrity of our homelands and the waters 
that sustain us. Since the DAPL permit was illegal and flawed, the court directed the Corps to reconsider its 
decision. This meant re-examining the impacts of DAPL on Standing Rock and our treaty rights. The review 
process ended August 31, with a decision that registered as a disappointment but not a surprise. Instead of 
taking our treaty rights seriously, the Corps simply re-affirmed its original DAPL permit decision. 
 
Despite our good-faith efforts to cooperate as stakeholders in this process, the Corps merely issued a cynical 
and one-sided document completely disregarding our concerns. They took our hard work and threw it in the 
trash, almost as if they are refusing to hear our voices.
 
Among other concerns, we sought to highlight the very real risk of an oil spill. Energy Transfer Partners, the 
company that built DAPL, and Sunoco – an oil giant Energy Transfer Partners merged with – have a well-
documented pattern of violations. Their abysmal safety record suggests DAPL operations will proceed with the 
same flagrant disregard for our safety and wellbeing. For example, there were more “hazardous liquid 
incidents” recorded for Sunoco than any other pipeline operator tracked by regulators – on average, they 
violated safety regulations once every 11 days from 2002 to 2017. Together those incidents released nearly 3 
million gallons of crude oil into the environment, and occasionally this carelessness resulted in hazardous 
chemicals spilling into groundwater.
 
Read entire letter here

https://bit.ly/2xmjx5i
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Check out our latest #NativeNerd 
column in 

Indian Country Today 
By Vincent Schilling 

 
This week's column:  

 
Never underestimate a Native Nerd 

- or anyone for that matter

mailto:HResources@dnalegalservices.org
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/news/nativenerd-never-underestimate-a-native-nerd-or-anyone-for-that-matter-Xionuf0VUUyQ_lS9dp1k9w/
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