
Congress debates a Supreme Court 
pick and federal spending Inside this week's

issue of 
Indian Country Today

#0ati¬eVote18
0ati¬e women running 
at higher rate than men 

 
#CulturalAppropiation

Makeup kit called out on 
social media for 

appropriating 
0ati¬e culture 

 
#MuseumFire

De¬astating fire at 
Brazil's oldest museum 
results in huge loss of 

artifacts, history

By Mark Trahant
 
This should be an interesting week in Washington. There are two 
things to keep an eye on. First, Senate hearings begin today on 
the nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court. And, 
second, there are only a few “legislative” days left to get a federal 
budget (or at least a temporary one) through Congress. 
Kavanaugh is President Donald J. Trump’s choice to replace 
former Justice Anthony Kennedy.
 
To kick off Kavanaugh’s hearing, a lawyer for former president 
George W. Bush turned released some 42,000 pages from 
Kavanaugh’s days at the White House. “Not a single senator will 
be able to review these records before tomorrow,” Senate 
Minority Leader, Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) tweeted Monday 
evening.
Read entire story on Kavanaugh here
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Letter says Native 
people deserve a 

better justice than 
Brett Kavanaugh

 
Judge Brett Kavanaugh (U.S. Court of Appeals photo) 

https://twitter.com/SenSchumer/status/1036769126411366401
https://bit.ly/2MTiNP2


 

More Nati¬e women than 
men are running for 

go¬ernors, state legislators
By Mark Trahant Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter September 5, ÊÈ18   Page Ê

“I don't feel bad about losing,” she told me. (Juneau is now Superintendent of Schools for the city 
of Seattle.) “I'm disappointed we lost, but I don't feel bad about it because we did everything we 
were supposed to. We just lost. That's actually a really good space for me.” 
 
Then she turned philosophical.
 
“Every time another Native woman steps up to run for any office, whether that be the state 
legislature, city council, U.S. Congress, it sort of paves the way. There's sort of a pipeline, which is 
really awesome right now, that there's never been a path for Native women to just really step up. I 
believe right now, we're in a time and space where we see that happening,” Juneau said. “There 
will be a first at some point.”
 
That “first at some point” is coming fast. There are now more Native women running for office 
than men, 52 candidates out of 100 running across the nation. More Native women than men are 
candidates for office ranging from governor to seats in state legislatures.
 
(continued)  

There are 10 Native candidates for Congress, a 
dozen running for statewide offices, and 78 for 
state legislatures
Two years ago Denise Juneau was making history. 
She was running for Montana’s only seat in 
Congress. It was a hundred years since Jeannette 
Rankin had won that same seat, the first woman ever 
elected to the Congress. So a century later Juneau, 
Mandan Hidatsa and Arikara, would be the ideal first 
Native woman to serve. Indeed, she was following 
her plan perfectly, raising $3 million, crisscrossing 
the huge state, and mobilizing voters.
 
Still, she lost.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dD5vHtUI1Wt7kk6PaV1KDGlMmVBvh2inlO5XFX_8jSs/edit


Nati¬e women
... continued
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And this year? There are 10 candidates for Congress. A dozen running 
for statewide offices, including three for governor and another five for 
lieutenant governor. There are 78 Native Americans running for state 
legislatures across the country. (One of these days I want to include a 
list of Native Americans on county commissions, school boards, and 
city officials, too. Hashtag, #ToDoList.)
 
One of the dangers of publishing lists -- as I have been doing for several 
elections now -- is that there is always someone else.
 
To finish reading Trahant's story on Native women running for election 
click here

The only exception: Congress. There are three Native women and five Native men campaiging for seats in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. How does this compare to the rest of the country? Nationally it’s a 
record year for women seeking office: There are currently 251 women seeking one of the 435 seats in the 
House of Representatives and 26 women seeking one of 35 Senate seats. 
 
Across the country, across the wide channel that we call “politics,” this is an extraordinary year. There are 
more Native Americans running for a variety of offices than at any point in history. So there will be another 
“first” in 2018. Many firsts, actually.
 
One expression of that has been the media interest this year in the Native American candidates. The New 
York Times, National Public Radio, and NBC News, all asking the same question? “How does this compare 
to previous years?”
 
That’s a tough one. The numbers change a lot from the beginning of the campaign season until Labor Day. 
Good candidates lose primaries. Others drop out for a variety of reasons. So it’s difficult to compare this 
year’s cycle to last year’s cycle. Except from Labor Day until November. This is when the general election is 
set and we can accurate compare this election a previous one. (And forget going back too far. No one 
collected this data before I started doing it.)  
 
So let’s compare. Two years ago at this point, including Juneau, there were five candidates for Congress, a 
total of three Democrats and two Republicans. There were four candidates for statewide offices in two 
states, North Dakota and South Dakota.

Yvette Herrell, New Mexico 
(Campaign photo)

https://bit.ly/2MNi7dH
http://cawp.rutgers.edu/potential-candidate-summary-2018
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/19/us/native-american-woman-congress.html
https://www.npr.org/2018/07/04/625425037/record-number-of-native-americans-running-for-office-in-midterms
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/gay-native-american-nominee-wins-primary-deep-red-kansas-n898901
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Have questions about our 
weekly ICT email?

 
Reach out to Indian Country Today
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling. 

email: vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
Twitter- @VinceSchilling

https://twitter.com/kdkw_406
mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling
http://www.racialequityresourceguide.org/index.cfm


   Sadness, anger & disappointment 
with sage bundle sold as 

starter witch kit’
By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter September 5, ÊÈ18   Page 5

Native people on social media are calling cultural appropriation 
on a “starter witch kit” to be sold by Pinrose and Sephora starting 
Oct. 9. 
 
The $42 product is created by Pinrose, a perfume company that 
sells their products in Sephora stores and online. The kit includes 
a white sage bundle, nine tiny bottles of perfume, tarot cards, and 
a pinrose quartz crystal, according to Quartzy.

Sephora shoppers are not happy and said on social media they will stop shopping at the mainstream 
makeup store due to the appropriation of white sage, a medicine used by many tribal cultures for prayer.
 
Johnnie Jae, Otoe-Missouria and Choctaw of Oklahoma, said her initial disappoint was “sadness,” not 
“anger or disappointment. “It was sadness because how many times do we have to watch what we hold 
sacred be destroyed and commodified for the sake of entertainment and profit for non-Native peoples.”
 
Jae, a co-founding board member of Not Your Mascot, talks about the relationship between sage and 
Native people. 
 
“What hurts the most about this for me is thinking about the relationship that we have to sage, cedar, 
sweetgrass and other ceremonial plant life. We respect it, we honor it,” she said. “The way that we gather 
it even....it's not just that we only take what we need, but that we offer a prayer and gift in exchange for 
what we are taking to maintain balance, to honor the spirits of the land and Creator.”
 
Like some on Twitter, Jae cites the 1978 American Indian Religious Freedom Act, a law allowing Native 
Americans, Alaskan Natives and Native Hawaiians to practice and preserve their traditions, ceremonies, 
“access to religious sites, use and possession of sacred objects.” One of those sacred objects being 
sage.
 
To finish reading article and see social media reaction, click here

Appropriations by perfume and makeup company

Witches mad at Sephora for selling a starter 
witch kit. (Girlfriend Magazine) 
 

https://qz.com/quartzy/1372344/sephoras-starter-witch-kit-by-pinrose-has-crystals-sage-and-tarot-cards/
https://www.narf.org/nill/documents/nlr/nlr5-1.pdf
https://bit.ly/2wLhVB0


'A lobotomy of the Brazilian memory' 
as Brazil’s oldest museum 

gutted by fire
 
 
By Vincent Schilling

The Museu Nacional's collections include ‘Luzia,’ an 11,500-year-old skull considered one of South 
America's oldest human fossils, as well as the long-necked dinosaur Maxakalisaurus.
 
The loss as reported by museum officials id tantamount to incalculable and completely devastating and 
multiple major news organizations have been reporting on the fire. 
 
“It was the biggest natural history museum in Latin America. We have invaluable collections. Collections 
that are over 100 years old,” Cristiana Serejo, one of the museum’s vice-directors, told G1 news. Marina 
Silva, a former environment minister and candidate in October’s presidential elections said the fire was 
like “a lobotomy of the Brazilian memory”.
 
Luiz Duarte, another vice-director, told TV Globo: “It is an unbearable catastrophe. It is 200 years of this 
country’s heritage. It is 200 years of memory. It is 200 years of science. It is 200 years of culture, of 
education.” 
 
According to National Geographic, Brazil’s indigenous knowledge also has suffered. “The Museu 
Nacional housed world-renowned collections of indigenous objects, as well as many audio recordings of 
indigenous languages from all over Brazil. Some of these recordings, now lost, were of languages that 
are no longer spoken.”
 
Finish reading the story by Schilling here
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Brazil’s oldest museum, Museu Nacional gutted by 
fire, scientific items, Indigenous artifacts, recorded 
languages lost
An all-consuming and devastating fire has gone through 
much of Rio de Janeiro's Museu Nacional, or National 
Museum at about 7:30 pm Sunday.The museum, 
founded in 1818 is Brazil’s oldest and largest museums 
in Latin America with a collection of 20 million cultural 
and scientific artifacts. Among the items lost are 
Brazilian indigenous language recordings, which are no 
longer spoken, thus, will never be heard again.

A screen capture of the Museu Nacional on the Monday 
morning after a fire gutted much of the museum and it's 
artifacts. Courtesy Globo.com

https://bit.ly/2Q974tE


 

Make sure to
visit our website

on your smartphone!

IndianCountryToday.com

Miss the newsletter? Want to get caught up on the stories of the week?
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Don't forget to watch the Indian Country Today weekly video news report every Friday
 with Associate Editor Vincent Schilling 

 
To watch last week's (August 31) click here

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://bit.ly/2MOr8n5


Are you using our  
new ICT mobile platform? 

 
Get Indian Country Today 

on your phone!
 

Get our mobile phone app.
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https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/pages/how-to-use-the-new-indian-country-today-think-mobile-EUnCnh1ef0me60Qy8FkUwg/
http://ctuir.org/about-us/employment-opportunities
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Shot, killed by police for 
lighter fluid? 

The family of Eric Hash speaks to ICT
By Frank Hopper

Alaska State Trooper shot Hash for carrying "incapacitating, 
flammable liquid." then denied him medical assistance
 
In the early morning hours of July 6, Alaska State Trooper 
Kamau Leigh exited his vehicle, drew his service weapon, 
and killed Eric Hash, a 38-year-old Ahtna Athabascan man 
living in the tiny Alaska Native village of Copper Center. A 
statement from the Alaska Department of Public Safety 
said Eric had "advanced toward" Trooper Leigh carrying a 
container of "incapacitating, flammable liquid."
 
"It was lighter fluid," Eric's mother Evelyn told Indian 
Country Today.Courtesy Carlene Pete

She described the container as a small can, one-fourth full, of charcoal lighter fluid. Presumably, Trooper 
Leigh could have easily fended off an attack simply by staying in his car. Instead, he drew his service 
weapon and fired four shots at Eric, two of which hit and eventually killed him. 
 
The story hit the news in July with various reports stating that Hash had assaulted a 72-year-old family 
member, and was acting belligerent. The family called 911 for help resulting in the ultimate shooting 
death of Hash. As one member told KTUU News in Anchorage, “As a family we are not excusing Eric’s 
behavior last night, but none of his behavior justified being shot to death.” 
 
Indian Country Today spoke with members of the family to get the story not told by Alaska State 
Troopers.
One hour before...
Eric Hash was staying temporarily with his mother and had arrived at her apartment intoxicated 
sometime after 2 a.m. and began acting belligerently. Evelyn states Eric pushed her onto the couch but 
never hit her. However she and the other family members present were frightened. Eric was yelling and 
damaging property. Evelyn says she called the local Alaska State Troopers office in the nearby town of 
Glennallen thinking they would take Eric to jail for the night to sleep it off. 
(To read rest of story, click here)

https://bit.ly/2oI5X7F


Special report: Poison air at sheep camp

Unplugged: Idle oil and gas wells are dangers for tribes and 
people while the operators and regulators stand by

On a hot dry day in early June, Orlinda Benally and her sister Marlene Begay drove to the top of the mountain, 
debating whether their parents should relocate for the season. Within less than a quarter mile of the cabin, the 
rusted metal arm of an old oil well’s pump jack sat silent and still. The air smelt of burnt rubber and rotten 
eggs; the air looked wavy, the blue sky and red rocks of the valley below a blur. Within minutes of getting out 
of the car to look at the well, everyone had a sore throat, some people had headaches or felt nauseous. Down 
the road, stuck into the dirt, a metal sign read: “DANGER, H2S POISONOUS GAS IN THIS AREA.” 
 
This well, owned by Capitol Operating Group, was drilled in 1967 but hasn’t produced any oil for 18 months. It 
is one of ten wells within approximately a quarter mile of their cabin that are no longer active but that concern 
the Benallys.
 
When Orlinda Benally was growing up and the wells were pumping oil and gas, she said, “the air used to be 
fresh fresh fresh. Now it smells,” she said and laughed, which is a habit of hers, to laugh at the hardest things. 
Down below is a valley and “the air just blows all around and people are feeling sick.” She and her neighbors 
also worry about the pipelines that snake atop the dirt, some lengths crushed by rocks, their insulation ragged 
and frayed; most critically, they worry about their water. It used to come out of a spring in the mountain, sweet 
and clear. There are times now, neighbors say, when it runs yellow. 
 
In the past year, Diné C.A.R.E., an environmental group run by citizens of the Navajo Nation, has contacted the 
Navajo Nation EPA, the Navajo Nation Natural Resources Department, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the 
Bureau of Land Management both in person and over the phone to express concerns about the air and water 
in Red Valley and to request that the agencies investigate the situation. They have yet to hear a response.
 
“We drink bottled water but the sheep can’t drink bottled water,” said Benally. “I don’t think we can come up 
this summer. It’s just not safe.”
 
Read the entire special report here
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By Rebecca Clarren

Sally Benally in the shade at her sheep camp. 
(Photo by Jolene Yazzie) 

Someone from Orlinda Benally’s family has come to the Chuska 
Mountains to graze their sheep in the shade provided by the 
aspen and pine trees every summer for longer than she can 
remember. They come to graze their sheep in the shade. Forty 
years ago her parents built a snug wooden cabin and a corral. 
The black bear that range in the area don’t bother the sheep – 
Orlinda’s mother, Sally Benally, has a special way of speaking to 
them in Navajo and they stay away – but this year, despite the 
heat that bakes the valley and burns the skin on the back of a 
person’s arm, the Benallys may not come up to the mountain. 
There is something that scares them far more than the bears.

https://bit.ly/2PKly27
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