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By Mark Trahant
 
How do we measure legacy? One act? Two? Can we assess the 
complete life or is our memory caught by the last thing we 
remember? 
 
John Sidney McCain III has a legacy that defies answers to those 
questions. He is remembered as a patriot and a hero by many in 
Indian Country. Indeed, the list of his legislative accomplishments is 
long. Others say “no,” he forfeited being a hero when he inserted 
language into a defense bill to give sacred Apache land to a mining 
company.
 
McCain reflected a portrait that is America (and a changing America). 
He called himself an imperfect servant of the country. He was an 
unabashed supporter of American exceptionalism and tribal 
sovereignty. Read entire piece by Trahant here
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McCain's legacy 
includes legislation 
on Indian gaming, 

VAWA, health care, 
and tribal sovereignty  

Sen. John McCain at the Capitol. (johnmccain.com photo)

https://bit.ly/2wr8Qgl


 

John McCain was 'a patriot, 
a genuine war hero, 

a dedicated public servant'
By ICT Editorial Team Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter August ÊÑ, ÊÈ18   Page Ê

Rep. Tom Cole mourns the passing of Senator John McCain
 
Congressman Tom Cole (OK-04) released the following statement on the passing of Senator John 
McCain. “John McCain was a patriot, a genuine war hero, a dedicated public servant in and out of 
uniform and an American original," said Cole. "While Senator McCain and I did not always agree, I 
never doubted his personal and political integrity and his deep love for America and the American 
people." 
 
“I was proud to work with Senator McCain on many important matters, including defense and 
Native American issues. His knowledge of and commitment to Native American people and issues 
surpassed that of almost every other member of the Senate." 
 
"It was an honor for me to speak at the 2008 Republican Convention in support of Senator 
McCain’s presidential candidacy," continued Cole. "He was a happy warrior waging a hard 
campaign in a difficult year. He lost to Barack Obama, of course, but he did so with class and 
grace." 
 
"I will always remember how in the midst of that hard fought campaign Senator McCain put aside 
partisanship to work across the aisle and help pass the legislation that prevented 'the Great 
Recession' from becoming the second 'Great Depression.' It was an act of bipartisanship and 
statesmanship in the midst of a presidential campaign that has seldom been matched in 
American history." 
 
"John McCain was a lion of the Senate and a giant in contemporary American politics. America 
will miss his leadership, his bipartisanship, his patriotism and his sheer decency. My thoughts and 
prayers are with his loving family and his many friends and admirers at this difficult time.”

 

News Release from Office of Rep. Tom Cole



Actress says she is 
devastated after mocking 

Trail of Tears marker in video
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter August ÊÑ, ÊÈ18 page Ë

In an exclusive interview with Indian Country Today, Novakovic said that had she known the meaning of the 
Trail of Tears, she would never had posted a video of that sort. 
 
“We were on a cross country motorcycle trip with my sister and I am not even certain where this sign was. 
There was not any story or description near this sign, we thought it was a really beautiful name for a sign. 
We pulled over our bikes to take a photo of it. I had never heard of the Trail of Tears and we were just acting 
in a way we thought was innocent at the moment. I assumed it was because it rained a lot there and there 
was water flowing everywhere.
 
“I cannot even comprehend how someone could make a video of that if they knew what the Trail of Tears 
was about,” she said. “It devastates me that I did this with the knowledge that I now have. It would not make 
any sense to me in the world to make a video like this, in front of a sign like that, if i knew what it was 
about.”
 
Novakovic, who was born in Serbia and who had been raised in Australia since the age of seven, said she 
had never learned about the Trail of Tears in her school years. “I never went to school here. I have also found 
out a lot of people in America have not been taught that part of history either.”
 
Read the rest of the exclusive interview and watch now deleted video here

Actress Bojana Novakovic, Twitter

 
 
Actress Bojana Novakovic, an actress who plays on the CBS television 
series 'Instinct' has told Indian Country Today that she was horrified 
and sickened that she fake-cried in front of a Cherokee Trail of Tears 
marker and uploaded a video to Facebook.
 
In the video, which originally was posted to her Facebook account and 
made its way to Twitter, has received almost 18,000 views in 12 
hours. The video shows Novakovic and her sister fake-crying in front 
of the marker. 
 
After a plethora of angry comments were forwarded toward 
Novakovic, she apologized and removed the video from Facebook.

Serbian actress Bojana Novakovic from CBS' series 'Instinct' fake-
cried at marker and has apologized to Native community

https://bit.ly/2LDEEo6
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Have questions about our weekly ICT email?
 

Reach out to Indian Country Today
Associate Editor Vincent Schilling. 

email: vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
Twitter- @VinceSchilling

https://twitter.com/kdkw_406
mailto:vschilling@indiancountrytoday.com
https://twitter.com/VinceSchilling


   Native iconic group 
REDBONE to headline 

Indigenous People’s Day Concert in L.A.
By Vincent Schilling Indian Country Today E-weekly 0ewsletter August ÊÑ, ÊÈ18   Page 5

The iconic Native American rock group REDBONE, who has 
graced the music world with such long-lasting hits as “Come and 
Get Your Love” is set to headline a grand finale concert to 
celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day, October 8 at Grand Park in 
Los Angeles. 
 
Los Angeles County Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell announced 
that the celebration will serve to shine the spotlight on the culture 
and traditions of the Native community around California.

REDBONE, was formed by brothers Pat and Lolly Vegas in Los Angeles in 1969, the group reached 
musical acclaim on the Top 5 on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart in 1974 with the hit ‘Come and Get Your Love.’ 
The song saw a secondary surge in popularity when it was featured in the 2014 film Guardians of the 
Galaxy and was part of the released soundtrack.
 
“The perfect way to cap off our first official Indigenous Peoples Day celebration is with the timeless 
music of REDBONE, the critically acclaimed rock group and a great source of pride for our community” 
said Councilmember O’Farrell in a release. “Their music is Native American but universal, and admired 
around the world. This is something we can all look forward to!” 
 
Indigenous Peoples Day will take place on Monday, October 8, 2018, at Civic Center in downtown Los 
Angeles, billed as one of the largest Indigenous Peoples Day events in the country.
 
A Facebook event page has already received thousands of responses from people planning on attending 
the celebration.
 
“My son and I are very proud to represent unity and love within our community of Los Angeles in honor of 
the very first Indigenous Peoples Day,” said Pat Vegas, who will be joined by his son, special guest PJ 
Vegas. “REDBONE has always led with love and awareness through music, and we can’t wait to keep the 
message alive on stage on Oct 8th.” 
 
Finish reading the article and find out other events happening on Indigenous Peoples Day click here

REDBONE to headline a grand finale concert to celebrate 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, October 8 in Los Angeles

https://www.facebook.com/events/388300611663203/
https://bit.ly/2PhxB6x


Pregnant Indigenous woman 
grabbed, detained at 

Calgary Multicultural GlobalFest
 
 
By Lisa J. Ellwood

There has been no apology or comment from GlobalFest organizers. The cast and director of TRUTH 
have decided to end their associations with GlobalFest as a result of the unresolved conflicts with the 
organization.
 
32 year-old Shalome Hope, Thunderchild First Nation and Métis, had stepped away from the main stage 
and attempted to reunite with her multi-genre theatrical group after their GlobalFest Fireworks Festival 
performance. Though she is eight months pregnant, she was physically prevented from entering the VIP 
area.
 
30 year-old Thomas Snow, îyarheh Nakoda Sioux Nation / Stoney First Nation, a partner to Hope 
explained. “My son and I were waiting outside the fence for my pregnant partner Shalome Hope. She had 
just finished a performance on the main stage titled TRUTH. She was taking photographs with friends 
and fellow cast members inside the VIP fence area.” 
 
“Finishing the photos, she came over to give our son a kiss and a hug. Her cast members started to walk 
towards the VIP area for a meeting following the performance. She began to walk towards the group and 
the security guard moved to block her way. Shalome told me that she felt scared of the security guard.”
 
“I told Thomas that I was afraid of him and that I had better not take my son in my arms as he may 
assault me,” said Hope.
 
Read entire story here
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Pregnant 32 year-old Shalome Hope, Thunderchild First 
Nation, was detained after leaving the main stage by 
security
A pregnant Indigenous woman was forcibly detained and 
prevented from re-entering the stage area by security 
guards even though she had just been a performer in the 
onstage production of TRUTH at Calgary’s Multicultural 
GlobalFest Fireworks Festival on Thursday, August 16. 
Additionally, an eight-year-old child was roughly handled 
by the volunteer security guards. Livestreamed videos of 
the incident went viral on Facebook.

http://globalfest.ca/
http://globalfest.ca/human-rights-forum/bio-truth-project/
https://bit.ly/2PiqhaJ
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Native filmmaker Maya Dittloff talks about her directorial debut 'Perma Red'
Page 7 August 29, 2018

Salish author Debra Magpie Earling's novel, Perma Red, is in pre-production and slated to be 
released in 2019.

 
Read the Q&A with the Native Director on what drives her, the importance of representation and 

more by Adrian Jawort here

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://bit.ly/2LDL0DR


Are you using our  
new ICT mobile platform? 

 
Get Indian Country Today 

on your phone!
 

Get our mobile phone app.
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https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/pages/how-to-use-the-new-indian-country-today-think-mobile-EUnCnh1ef0me60Qy8FkUwg/
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Five takeaways from the 
Oklahoma and Arizona 
elections #NativeVote18

By Mark Trahant

History making runs by Native candidates
 
The table is set for the 2018 November elections 
and Native American candidates are making 
history. For example there are more candidates this 
year for lieutenant governor than for all statewide 
offices two years ago.

Fist bump: Victoria Steele celebrates her primary win for the 
Arizona state Senate with former U.S. Rep. Gabby Giffords. 
(Photo via Twitter.)

There are three tribal citizens running for Congress. That’s a total of six major offices in one state. Say 
what you want … that’s a seat at the table. 
 
Kevin Stitt, Cherokee, won the Republican primary Tuesday. He cites his record from business and 
promises to make major changes in state government. Stitt comes into the race at a time when the 
incumbent Gov. Mary Fallin is unpopular -- and that gives the Democrats a chance to win in November. 
He will be running against former Oklahoma Attorney General Drew Edmondson whose family name is 
familiar. Stitt would make history if he wins. He would be the first tribal citizen to serve as governor and 
the first Republican in at least 64 years to win without holding elective office first. (Odd fact, I know.)
 
It’s fair to say that Stitt has a lot to learn about tribal relations in the state. At one event he introduced 
himself as a “registered Cherokee.” The idea of citizenship -- and the role of tribal nations -- seems new 
to him.
(continued)

One. The Record.
Yes it’s a record year for Native candidates. Oklahoma voters in both parties nominated tribal citizens for 
the office of governor, lieutenant governor, and for the corporation commission

Here are the Five takeaways 



Five takeaways (...continued)
Anastasia Pittman, Seminole, is the Democratic Party candidate for lieutenant governor. She is an 
experienced legislator and has chaired the Native American caucus. 
 
And while no Native American has served as Oklahoma governor, there have been runs in the past. 
Pittman told the Oklahoma Eagle that she “follows in the footsteps of for State Senator Enoch Kelly 
Haney. Haney made a vigorous run for Governor and eventually was elected as Chief of the Seminole 
Nation.”
 
Pittman would be the first Native American woman to serve as a lieutenant governor in any state. (And 
she is one of four Native women running for the office nationally.)

Across the country Native women are running for office and winning party nominations. In Oklahoma 
Tuesday, Ashley McCray, Absentee Shawnee, won a statewide primary for Corporation Commission. 
 
The Arizona state Senate could be reshaped by Native women. As in a “caucus” vote where Native 
women could reach consensus on an issue and then vote as a bloc.
 
Let’s put this in perspective: There are now four tribal citizens serving in the Arizona legislature, Sen. 
Jamescita Peshlakai, Navajo, in the Senate, and three in the House, Representatives Wenona Benally, 
Navajo; Eric Deschinne, Navajo; and, Sally Ann Gonzales, Pascua Yaqui. Benally and Deschinne did not 
run for re-election, but are being replaced by two Navajo candidates who are running unopposed, Myron 
Tsosie and Arlando Teller. So there will be two Native legislators in the House. In the Senate, three 
Native women won their primaries and if they win in November would serve together. Peshlakai, as well 
as, Rep. Gonzales, and former Rep. Victoria Steele, Seneca. 
 
Steele and Gonzales reflect this year’s trend. It’s not just that more Native American women are running 
for office (they are) but that Native women with experience are running. Both Gonzales and Steele 
served in the state House. They know how the system works. They know how to raise money. They know 
how to network. They know how to govern. 
 
A fourth candidate for the state Senate, Deb Manuel-Nez, Navajo, was running in an urban district. She 
appeared to fall short in her bid for office by 333 votes. What’s extraordinary (and promising should she 
run again) is that she challenged an incumbent. That’s a tough way to win office. 
 
Amanda Douglas, a candidate for Congress in the Oklahoma first congressional district, also fell short in 
the runoff election. 
 
Two Native women, Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, and Sharice Davids, Ho Chunk, are Democratic Party 
nominees in New Mexico and Kansas. And, as we point out again and again, a Native American woman 
has never been elected to the Congress. Ever.
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Two. Native women.

Finish reading the article here

https://bit.ly/2NtsvUl
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