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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT 

__________________________________________ 
        :      
       : 
JOSUE MATTA     : 
       :   
 Plaintiff     : 
       : 
v.       :      
       : 
       : 
Christopher Dadio; Luther Cuffee; John Slaven;   : 
And Victor Colon, in their individual capacities : 

      : 
       : 
 Defendants.     :      
       :  June 26, 2018 
__________________________________________: 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

 Plaintiff Josue Matta alleges as follows: 

1. Plaintiff Josue Matta at all relevant times was a resident of the state of Connecticut.  

2. As a result of a series of unconstitutional and reckless actions undertaken by the defendant 

marshals for the State of Connecticut Judicial Branch at the New Haven County Courthouse on 

January 10, 2017, Mr. Matta has been irrevocably harmed. 

 

Subject Matter Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. Jurisdiction over Plaintiffs’ claims is based on 42 U.S.C. § 1983, 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and 

§1343 (federal question), and 28 U.S.C. § 1367 (pendent claims). 

4. Plaintiff Matta brings this action claiming deprivations of rights to be free use of excessive 

force and cruel and unusual punishment under the Fourth and Eighth Amendments to the 

Constitution of the United States of America.  



2 
 

5. Venue in this District is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391 because Defendants, at all times 

relevant to the complaint, are in based in the district and all activities relevant to this complaint 

occurred in this District. 

Parties 

6. Defendant Christopher Dadio, at all times relevant to this action, was and remains a judicial 

marshal working for the Judicial Marshal Services of the State of Connecticut. He is sued in his 

individual capacity only. 

7. Defendant Luther Cuffee, at all times relevant to this action, was and remains a judicial 

marshal working for the Judicial Marshal Services of the State of Connecticut. He is sued in his 

individual capacity only.  

8. Defendant John Slaven, at all times relevant to this action, was and remains a judicial 

marshal working for the Judicial Marshal Services of the State of Connecticut. He is sued in his 

individual capacity only.  

9. Defendant Victor Colon, at all times relevant to this action, was and remains a judicial 

marshal working for the Judicial Marshal Services of the State of Connecticut. He is sued in his 

individual capacity only. 

10. Each defendant was acting under color of law at all times relevant to this action. 

 
Personal Jurisdiction 

11. This Court has personal jurisdiction over all Defendants in this case as this case arises out 

of federal question jurisdiction, 28 U.S.C. § 1331, for the 42 U.S.C. § 1983 claims, and pendant 

jurisdiction, 28 U.S.C. § 1367, for the state law claims. 
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General Allegations 

12. Plaintiff Matta was an 18-year-old inmate at the New Haven Correctional Center, 245 

Whalley Avenue, New Haven on January 10, 2017.  

13. On the morning of January 10, 2017, Defendants Dadio, Cuffee, Slaven and Colon were 

all on duty as Judicial Marshals working for the Judicial Marshal Services of the State of 

Connecticut Judicial Branch. 

14. Judicial Marshals are sworn peace officers who perform courthouse security and who 

provide prisoner transport to and from prisons and jails.    

15. Judicial Marshals are required to be trained in the use of handcuffs, pepper spray, defensive 

batons and CPR. 

16. On January 10, 2017, Plaintiff Matta was being held at the New Haven Correctional Center 

on a $50,000.00 bond for a criminal offense.   

17. On the morning of January 10, 2017, marshals transported Plaintiff Matta to the New 

Haven County Courthouse (“NHCC”) at 121 Elm Street, New Haven, Connecticut.  

18. Marshals placed Plaintiff Matta in the on-site lock-up facility in the basement of the NHCC 

prior to appearing in court for his pending case. 

19. When the court was ready to hear Matta’s case, judicial marshals brought Plaintiff Matta 

upstairs to answer for his charges.  

20. After Plaintiff Matta finished with his court appearance, judicial marshals brought him 

back downstairs to the basement lock-up.  

21. Plaintiff Matta was in handcuffs and shackles throughout this entire process. 

22. Upon information and belief, Plaintiff Matta and Defendant Dadio exchanged unpleasant 

words on way down the back staircase from the court room to the basement lock-up facility.  
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23. Plaintiff Matta later pled guilty to spitting in the face of Defendant Dadio while on the way 

down the back stairs.  

24. The atmosphere between Defendant Dadio and Plaintiff Matta escalated, and the two 

exchanged insults.  

25. Defendant Dadio placed Plaintiff Matta in a holding cell, and the verbal war between the 

two continued. 

26. Plaintiff Matta apprehended and feared that Defendant Dadio meant physical harm to 

Plaintiff Matta. 

27. Upon information and belief, after Defendant Dadio threw Plaintiff Matta in the holding 

cell, Defendant Dadio then attempted to open the door.  

28. Plaintiff Matta, while his hands were cuffed, pulled the door shut to protect himself.  

29. Upon information and belief, Defendant Dadio then attempted to open the door, and again, 

Plaintiff Matta pulled the door shut with his handcuffed hands. 

30. At that point, Defendant Dadio then pulled out his pepper spray and sprayed this potent 

chemical weapon in Plaintiff Matta’s eyes. Plaintiff Matta collapsed to the floor in searing agony. 

31. Defendant Dadio took advantage of Plaintiff Matta’s temporary blindness and inability to 

breath and started beating Plaintiff Matta.  

32. Upon information and belief, Defendants Cuffee, Slaven and Colon joined the beating, and 

threw punches and kicks at Plaintiff Matta while he was handcuffed and shackled.  

33. Plaintiff Matta feared he would die during this severe beating.  

34. Plaintiff Matta remembers boots to his face and head, and his head hitting the concrete 

floor but had a typical trauma reaction of forgetting certain of the events once the physical trauma 

event commenced. 
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35. Plaintiff Matta suffered two black eyes, a concussion and numerous cuts and bruises all 

over his body. 

36. Upon information and belief, the video cameras that exist in the NHCC captured the entire 

incident from the pepper spraying to the beating.  

37. Upon information and belief, the Judicial Marshal Service and the Judicial Branch 

conducted an investigation into the beating of Plaintiff Matta because the statements by Defendants 

Dadio, Cuffee, Slaven and Colon did not match what was depicted in the videos.  

38. However, these videos and most of the documents of the internal investigation have been 

placed under seal by Connecticut Superior Court Judge Corinne Klatt in State of Connecticut v. 

Josue Matta, Docket Numbers N07M-CR16-0169259-T; N07M-CR16-0171531-T; and N07M-

CR17-0173434-T.  

39. Upon information and belief, the internal investigation suggested that Defendant Dadio be 

terminated for his conduct in the beating of Plaintiff Matta.  

40. Upon information and belief, Defendant Dadio received a 20-day suspension instead of 

termination.  

41. Upon information and belief, after beating Plaintiff Matta, Defendants Dadio, Cuffee, 

Slaven and Colon took Plaintiff Matta to another holding cell and washed the pepper spray from 

his eyes. 

42.  Upon information and belief, Defendants Dadio, Cuffee, Slaven and Colon then allowed 

Plaintiff Matta to sit in that holding cell with serious medical issues that they caused and refused 

to give him any medical attention for his wounds that resulted from the beating. 
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43. Upon information and belief, Defendants Dadio, Cuffee, Slaven and Colon kept Plaintiff 

Matta in a holding cell without food until well into the evening, so that he was the last person in 

the NHCC basement holding cells.  

44. Upon information and belief, Defendants Dadio, Cuffee, Slaven and Colon put Plaintiff 

Matta in a transport van by himself so as to prevent other prisoners from seeing the extent of the 

injuries Plaintiff Matta suffered.  

  
Count I – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Excessive Force as to Christopher Dadio 

45. Paragraphs 1 through 44 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

46. As more fully described above, force employed by Defendant Dadio in beating a 

handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff Matta was grossly excessive and unjustifiable. 

47. Under the color of law, Defendant Dadio applied force and violence to E. and that 

application of force and violence was unlawful. 

48. Plaintiff Matta has been damaged by the excessive force employed by Defendant Dadio. 

49. In the manner described above, Defendant Dadio subjected the plaintiff to unreasonable 

force in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Fourth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

 WHEREFORE, on Count I of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Dadio and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) Punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 
Count II - 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Excessive Force as to Luther Cuffee 

50. Paragraphs 1 through 49 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 
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51. As more fully described above, force employed by Defendant Cuffee in beating a 

handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff Matta was grossly excessive and unjustifiable. 

52. Under the color of law, Defendant Cuffee applied force and violence to E. and that 

application of force and violence was unlawful. 

53. Plaintiff Matta has been damaged by the excessive force employed by Defendant Cuffee. 

54. In the manner described above, Defendant Cuffee subjected the plaintiff to unreasonable 

force in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Fourth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

 WHEREFORE, on Count II of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Cuffee and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) Punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 
Count III - 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Excessive Force as to John Slaven 

55. Paragraphs 1 through 54 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

56. As more fully described above, force employed by Defendant Slaven in beating a 

handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff Matta was grossly excessive and unjustifiable. 

57. Under the color of law, Defendant Slaven applied force and violence to E. and that 

application of force and violence was unlawful. 

58. Plaintiff Matta has been damaged by the excessive force employed by Defendant Slaven. 

59. In the manner described above, Defendant Slaven subjected the plaintiff to unreasonable 

force in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Fourth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 
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 WHEREFORE, on Count III of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendants and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ fees 

and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 
Count IV - 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Excessive Force as to Victor Colon 

60. Paragraphs 1 through 59 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

61. As more fully described above, force employed by Defendant Colon in beating a 

handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff Matta was grossly excessive and unjustifiable. 

62. Under the color of law, Defendant Colon applied force and violence to E. and that 

application of force and violence was unlawful. 

63. Plaintiff Matta has been damaged by the excessive force employed by Defendant Colon. 

64. In the manner described above, Defendant Colon subjected the plaintiff to unreasonable 

force in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Fourth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

  WHEREFORE, on Count IV of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Colon and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count V - 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Cruel and Unusual Punishment as to Christopher Dadio 

65. Paragraphs 1 through 64 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

66. The force employed by Defendant Dadio in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was an unnecessary and wanton infliction of pain. 

67. Plaintiff Matta posed no threat, and there existed no need for this type of application of 

force. 
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68. The force employed by Defendant Dadio in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was malicious and sadistic. 

69. Defendant Dadio knowingly and willfully intended that the harm occur to Plaintiff Matta, 

especially where Defendant Dadio acted with a culpable state of mind, understanding that it was 

an unjustifiable infliction of harm. 

70. In the manner described above, Defendant Dadio subjected the plaintiff to cruel and 

unusual punishment in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Eighth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

WHEREFORE, on Count V of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Dadio and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 
Count VI - 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Cruel and Unusual Punishment as to Luther Cuffee 

71. Paragraphs 1 through 70 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

72. The force employed by Defendant Cuffee in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was an unnecessary and wanton infliction of pain. 

73. Plaintiff Matta posed no threat, and there existed no need for this type of application of 

force. 

74. The force employed by Defendant Cuffee in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was malicious and sadistic. 

75. Defendant Cuffee knowingly and willfully intended that the harm occur to Plaintiff 

Matta, especially where Defendant Cuffee acted with a culpable state of mind, understanding 

that it was an unjustifiable infliction of harm. 
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76. In the manner described above, Defendant Cuffee subjected the plaintiff to cruel and 

unusual punishment in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Eighth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

WHEREFORE, on Count VI of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Cuffee and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 
Count VII – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Cruel and Unusual Punishment as to John Slaven 

77. Paragraphs 1 through 76 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

78. The force employed by Defendant Slaven in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was an unnecessary and wanton infliction of pain. 

79. Plaintiff Matta posed no threat, and there existed no need for this type of application of 

force. 

80. The force employed by Defendant Slaven in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was malicious and sadistic. 

81. Defendant Slaven knowingly and willfully intended that the harm occur to Plaintiff 

Matta, especially where Defendant Slaven acted with a culpable state of mind, understanding 

that it was an unjustifiable infliction of harm. 

82. In the manner described above, Defendant Slaven subjected the plaintiff to cruel and 

unusual punishment in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Eighth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

  WHEREFORE, on Count VII of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Slaven and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 
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Count VIII – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Cruel and Unusual Punishment as to Victor Colon 

83. Paragraphs 1 through 82 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

84. The force employed by Defendant Colon in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was an unnecessary and wanton infliction of pain. 

85. Plaintiff Matta posed no threat, and there existed no need for this type of application of 

force. 

86. The force employed by Defendant Colon in beating a handcuffed and shackled Plaintiff 

Matta was malicious and sadistic. 

87. Defendant Colon knowingly and willfully intended that the harm occur to Plaintiff Matta, 

especially where Defendant Colon acted with a culpable state of mind, understanding that it was 

an unjustifiable infliction of harm. 

88. In the manner described above, Defendant Colon subjected the plaintiff to cruel and 

unusual punishment in violation of rights secured to the plaintiff by the Eighth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution as enforced through Section 1983 of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

 WHEREFORE, on Count VIII of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Colon and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count IX – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Deliberate Indifference as to Christopher Dadio  

89. Paragraphs 1 through 88 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

90. Defendant Christopher Dadio was consciously aware that that he created and allowed a 

substantial risk to Plaintiff Matta by beating him and denying him medical care afterwards. 
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91. Notwithstanding Defendant Dadio’s conscious awareness of the risk to Plaintiff Matta, he 

failed to take necessary and appropriate steps to reduce or eliminate the risk to Plaintiff Matta. 

92. Defendant Dadio violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the Eighth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution to adequate medical care, to protection from harm 

by beating him and  

93. Defendant Dadio’s deliberate indifference to substantial and serious risk of traumatic 

injuries from the beating of Plaintiff Matta violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the cruel and 

unusual punishments clause of the Eighth Amendment.  

WHEREFORE, on Count IX of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Dadio and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count X – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Deliberate Indifference as to Luther Cuffee 

 
94. Paragraphs 1 through 93 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

95. Defendant Cuffee was consciously aware that that he created and allowed a substantial risk 

to Plaintiff Matta by beating him and denying him medical care afterwards. 

96. Notwithstanding Defendant Cuffee’s conscious awareness of the risk to Plaintiff Matta, he 

failed to take necessary and appropriate steps to reduce or eliminate the risk to Plaintiff Matta. 

97. Defendant Cuffee violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the Eighth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution to adequate medical care, to protection from harm 

by beating him and  
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98. Defendant Cuffee’s deliberate indifference to substantial and serious risk of traumatic 

injuries from the beating of Plaintiff Matta violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the cruel and 

unusual punishments clause of the Eighth Amendment.  

WHEREFORE, on Count X of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Cuffee and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XI – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Deliberate Indifference as to John Slaven 

 
99. Paragraphs 1 through 98 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth herein. 

100. Defendant Slaven was consciously aware that that he created and allowed a 

substantial risk to Plaintiff Matta by beating him and denying him medical care afterwards. 

101. Notwithstanding Defendant Slaven’s conscious awareness of the risk to Plaintiff 

Matta, he failed to take necessary and appropriate steps to reduce or eliminate the risk to Plaintiff 

Matta. 

102. Defendant Slaven violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the Eighth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution to adequate medical care, to protection from harm 

by beating him and  

103. Defendant Slaven’s deliberate indifference to substantial and serious risk of 

traumatic injuries from the beating of Plaintiff Matta violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the 

cruel and unusual punishments clause of the Eighth Amendment.  

WHEREFORE, on Count XI of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Slaven and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 
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Count XII – 42 U.S.C. § 1983 Deliberate Indifference as to Victor Colon 

104. Paragraphs 1 through 103 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

105. Defendant Colon was consciously aware that that he created and allowed a 

substantial risk to Plaintiff Matta by beating him and denying him medical care afterwards. 

106. Notwithstanding Defendant Colon’s conscious awareness of the risk to Plaintiff 

Matta, he failed to take necessary and appropriate steps to reduce or eliminate the risk to Plaintiff 

Matta. 

107. Defendant Colon violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the Eighth and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution to adequate medical care, to protection from harm 

by beating him and  

108. Defendant Colon’s deliberate indifference to substantial and serious risk of 

traumatic injuries from the beating of Plaintiff Matta violated Plaintiff Matta’s rights under the 

cruel and unusual punishments clause of the Eighth Amendment.  

WHEREFORE, on Count XII of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Colon and prays for: (1) compensatory damages and (2) such other relief as the Court 

deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XIII – Assault and Battery as to Christopher Dadio 

109. Paragraphs 1 through 108 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 
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110. Under the color of law, Defendant Dadio applied force and violence to Plaintiff 

Matta and that application of force and violence was unlawful. 

111. Defendant Dadio intended that Plaintiff Matta apprehended imminent harmful and 

offensive physical contact by Defendant Dadio. 

112. Defendant Dadio intended to take action to injure Plaintiff Matta. 

113. Plaintiff Matta’s injuries are the intended result of Defendant Dadio’s actions to 

pepper spray Plaintiff Matta, and then assault and kick and punch him. 

114. Defendant Dadio acted willfully and wantonly and sought to injure Plaintiff Matta 

without just cause or excuse.  

115. Defendant Dadio harmed Plaintiff Matta.  

WHEREFORE, on Count XIII of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Dadio and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 
Count XIV – Assault and Battery as to Defendant Luther Cuffee 

116. Paragraphs 1 through 115 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

117. Under the color of law, Defendant Cuffee applied force and violence to Plaintiff 

Matta and that application of force and violence was unlawful. 

118. Defendant Cuffee intended that Plaintiff Matta apprehended imminent harmful and 

offensive physical contact by Defendant Cuffee. 

119. Defendant Cuffee intended to take action to injure Plaintiff Matta. 

120. Plaintiff Matta’s injuries are the intended result of Defendant Cuffee’s actions to 

assault and kick and punch Plaintiff Matta. 
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121. Defendant Cuffee acted willfully and wantonly and sought to injure Plaintiff Matta 

without just cause or excuse.  

122. Defendant Cuffee understood that Defendant Dadio’s actions in initiating the 

beating of Plaintiff Matta constituted a breach of Defendant Dadio’s duties to Plaintiff Matta and 

Defendant Cuffee gave substantial assistance to Defendant Dadio by writing an incorrect report 

about the incident.  

123. Defendant Cuffee harmed Plaintiff Matta.  

WHEREFORE, on Count XIV of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Cuffee and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XV – Assault and Battery as to Defendant John Slaven 

124. Paragraphs 1 through 123 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

125. Under the color of law, Defendant Slaven applied force and violence to Plaintiff 

Matta and that application of force and violence was unlawful. 

126. Defendant Slaven intended that Plaintiff Matta apprehended imminent harmful and 

offensive physical contact by Defendant Cuffee. 

127. Defendant Slaven intended to take action to injure Plaintiff Matta. 

128. Plaintiff Matta’s injuries are the intended result of Defendant Slaven’s actions to 

assault and kick and punch Plaintiff Matta. 

129. Defendant Slaven acted willfully and wantonly and sought to injure Plaintiff Matta 

without just cause or excuse.  
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130. Defendant Slaven understood that Defendant Dadio’s actions in initiating the 

beating of Plaintiff Matta constituted a breach of Defendant Dadio’s duties to Plaintiff Matta and 

Defendant Slaven gave substantial assistance to Defendant Dadio by writing an incorrect report 

about the incident.  

131. Defendant Slaven harmed Plaintiff Matta.  

WHEREFORE, on Count XV of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Slaven and prays for (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XVI – Assault and Battery as to Defendant Victor Colon 

132. Paragraphs 1 through 131 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

133. Under the color of law, Defendant Colon applied force and violence to Plaintiff 

Matta and that application of force and violence was unlawful. 

134. Defendant Colon intended that Plaintiff Matta apprehended imminent harmful and 

offensive physical contact by Defendant Colon. 

135. Defendant Colon intended to take action to injure Plaintiff Matta. 

136. Plaintiff Matta’s injuries are the intended result of Defendant Colon’s actions to 

assault and kick and punch Plaintiff Matta. 

137. Defendant Colon acted willfully and wantonly and sought to injure Plaintiff Matta 

without just cause or excuse.  

138. Defendant Colon understood that Defendant Dadio’s actions in initiating the 

beating of Plaintiff Matta constituted a breach of Defendant Dadio’s duties to Plaintiff Matta and 
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Defendant Colon gave substantial assistance to Defendant Dadio by writing an incorrect report 

about the incident.  

139. Defendant Colon harmed Plaintiff Matta.  

WHEREFORE, on Count XVI of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Colon and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XVII – Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress as to Christopher Dadio 

140. Paragraphs 1 through 139 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

141. Defendant Dadio knew or should have known that emotional distress was the likely 

result of beating a handcuffed and shackled prisoner like Plaintiff Matta.  

142. The conduct was extreme and outrageous in that a severe physical beating like that 

inflicted upon Plaintiff Matta will cause emotional, physical, economic and medical harm to a 

person.  

143. The conduct of Defendant Dadio was outrageous in that he participated in beating 

a shackled and handcuffed prisoner and then filed a false report to cover it up.  

144. Defendant Dadio knew that beating a prisoner like Plaintiff Matta while plaintiff 

was in handcuffs and leg shackles without a reasonable basis would create severe emotional 

distress for Plaintiff Matta. 

145. As more fully described in the preceding paragraphs, Plaintiff Matta now suffers 

from post-traumatic stress disorder and has required and will require psychological care. 
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WHEREFORE, on Count XVII of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Dadio and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XVIII – Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress as to Luther Cuffee 

146. Paragraphs 1 through 145 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

147. Defendant Cuffee knew or should have known that emotional distress was the likely 

result of beating a handcuffed and shackled prisoner like Plaintiff Matta.  

148. The conduct was extreme and outrageous in that a severe physical beating like that 

inflicted upon Plaintiff Matta will cause emotional, physical, economic and medical harm to a 

person.  

149. The conduct of Defendant Cuffee was outrageous in that he participated in beating 

a shackled and handcuffed prisoner and then filed a false report to cover it up.  

150. Defendant Cuffee knew that beating a prisoner like Plaintiff Matta while plaintiff 

was in handcuffs and leg shackles without a reasonable basis would create severe emotional 

distress for Plaintiff Matta. 

151. As more fully described in the preceding paragraphs, Plaintiff Matta now suffers 

from post-traumatic stress disorder and has required and will require psychological care. 

WHEREFORE, on Count XVIII of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Cuffee and prays for: (1) compensatory damages (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 
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Count XIX – Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress as to John Slaven 

152. Paragraphs 1 through 151 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 

153. Defendant Slaven knew or should have known that emotional distress was the likely 

result of beating a handcuffed and shackled prisoner like Plaintiff Matta.  

154. The conduct was extreme and outrageous in that a severe physical beating like that 

inflicted upon Plaintiff Matta will cause emotional, physical, economic and medical harm to a 

person.  

155. The conduct of Defendant Slaven was outrageous in that he participated in beating 

a shackled and handcuffed prisoner and then filed a false report to cover it up.  

156. Defendant Slaven knew that beating a prisoner like Plaintiff Matta while plaintiff 

was in handcuffs and leg shackles without a reasonable basis would create severe emotional 

distress for Plaintiff Matta. 

157. As more fully described in the preceding paragraphs, Plaintiff Matta now suffers 

from post-traumatic stress disorder and has required and will require psychological care. 

WHEREFORE, on Count XIX of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Slaven and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Count XX – Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress as to Victor Colon 

158. Paragraphs 1 through 157 are incorporated by reference as if more fully set forth 

herein. 
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159. Defendant Colon knew or should have known that emotional distress was the likely 

result of beating a handcuffed and shackled prisoner like Plaintiff Matta.  

160. The conduct was extreme and outrageous in that a severe physical beating like that 

inflicted upon Plaintiff Matta will cause emotional, physical, economic and medical harm to a 

person.  

161. The conduct of Defendant Colon was outrageous in that he participated in beating 

a shackled and handcuffed prisoner and then filed a false report to cover it up.  

162. Defendant Colon knew that beating a prisoner like Plaintiff Matta while plaintiff 

was in handcuffs and leg shackles without a reasonable basis would create severe emotional 

distress for Plaintiff Matta. 

163. As more fully described in the preceding paragraphs, Plaintiff Matta now suffers 

from post-traumatic stress disorder and has required and will require psychological care. 

WHEREFORE, on Count XX of this Complaint, Plaintiff demands judgment against 

Defendant Colon and prays for: (1) compensatory damages; (2) punitive damages; (3) attorneys’ 

fees and (4) such other relief as the Court deems fair and equitable. 

 

Demand for Jury Trial 

Plaintiffs hereby request a trial by jury of all issues triable by jury. 
 
Dated:  June 26, 2018      
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ Kenneth J. Krayeske  
Kenneth J. Krayeske, Esq.  

Kenneth J. Krayeske Law Offices 
          255 Main Street, Fifth Floor 
           Hartford, CT 06106 

(860) 969-4911 
 FAX: (860) 760-6590 

attorney@kenkrayeske.com 
Federal Bar # CT28498 

 
 

 


