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To get there, I like to take North Temple until I r each State Street. Go through the light, and 

continue East. When you reach N Street, turn left, and go North until you reach the Cemetery 
entrance. 

 
Driving In, notice the Gate Entrance: 
The original design of the Salt Lake City Cemetery's gate entrance is by Frederick 
Hust. He entered and won a gate design contest held by the Civic Planning and Art 
Commission on February 27th 1915, as announced in the Deseret Evening News.  
Because they did not look at the designers of the gate, and only the sketches, they 
only knew that the winner was "No. 12". After announcing that the winning design 
was No. 12, they then opened the envelope providing the name of Frederick Hust. 
Mr. Hust was an architect with offices at 518 Felt building. The article announced that 
he would receive $35 as the winner of the gate design. The Deseret News articla 
states that "The first prize was awarded to Mr. Hust with the understanding that the 
commission reserves the right to use or to not use his plans, as may later determine." 
Mr. Hust's plans would have cost $3,500, but the state's budget only allowed $2,000 
to build the gate. The city was optimistic that his plans would be able to be scaled 
down to fit in the state's budget. Mr. Hust consulted with Heber M. Wells and Richard 
Kletting (architect for Saltair, the Utah State Capitol, and many other grand 
buildings) on building the gate. There is a lot of controversy as to whether or not his 
design was actually used. I think it looks quite similar to the original design, just not 
as wide. In my opinion, his design was used, but you can decide for yourself. Work 
on the gate began in 1915-1916.  
 
 
Stop 1: park at 240 N Main Street 

• When you are looking at headstones, notice the ones  with Pioneer plaques on them. These are 
graves of pioneers that actually came across the planes as early Latter Day Saints (Mormons) to avoid 
persecution and settle the Salt Lake Valley. They are scattered all over the cemetery, and there are quite a few of 
them.  

• Jack Slade (headstone says Joseph A. Slade)  
You will find his grave under Joseph A. Slade, but he was known as Jack Slade.  He was employed by the 
Overland Stage Company, which eventually took over the Pony Express route. Because delivering mail was a 
dangerous job in the 1850s and 1860s, Slade was put in charge of a route in the West, the Sweetwater Division 
between Fort Kearny and Horseshoe, covering about 400 miles, and was to make sure that nothing happened to 
the passenger, mail or freight on his route. He was known for his temper, and if anybody “messed with” the 
precious cargo on his route, he would come after them. Word spread that you better not mess with Jack Slade’s 
route, and it became one of the safest routes on the entire Overland Stage. Because he “took care of” many men 
that had wronged him, many vigilantes wanted his head. His wife, Virginia Dale, is said to have arrived “right on 
time” to save his life more than once. Slade met his fate on March 10th 1864 in Montana Territory (now present 
day Idaho), when he was hanged by vigilantes, and his wife arrived to save him just minutes too late. There are 
many accounts as to what happened to his body after he was killed. For some reason, it sat in the Ogden train 
station in a refrigerator waiting for burial. His wife moved away and remarried, possibly forgetting about her dead 
husband’s body. It was supposed to be shipped to where he was born, but eventually ended up in the Salt Lake 
City Cemetery in Strangers’ Field, still there awaiting for transfer. Until a few years ago, there was no headstone 
marking his grave. A professor and his students from the University of Utah discovered this sad story, and wrote 
to the Veterans Affairs in Washington D.C. that one of their veteran soldiers was buried without a headstone. 
They sent a headstone, and it was placed ceremoniously by the U of U professor and his students. 
 



• Strangers’ Field  
During the California Gold Rush, many people died en route, and were never identified. This is where many of 
them are buried. 
 

Stop 2: park at Main Street and Grand Avenue 
• Mary Fielding Smith 

Widow of Hyrum Smith, who was the brother to Joseph Smith. She migrated to Salt Lake City after her husband 
was killed in the Carthage Jail in Carthage, Illinois. Her son is Joseph F. Smith, 6th President of the LDS church.   

• Nancy Rich monument, first pioneer to die in the va lley (not buried here) 
This monument is a memorial to the first pioneer woman to die in the Salt Lake valley. She died three days after 
arriving in the valley. Because the Salt Lake City Cemetery was not designated as a cemetery until 1848, she was 
probably buried in the first pioneer burial site at approximately 300 West and 200 South in Salt Lake City. 

• Joseph Fielding Smith (look south for original site  of Christmas Box Angel, no longer here) 
• Joseph F Smith 
• Royals 

A collection of graves with royalty signs on their headstones. I am interested to do more research on this group of 
graves, and who they are. 

• Rockwood (July 24 th 1847 pioneer) 
• Porter Rockwell 
• Wilford Woodruff 
• Mary M Wallace, first burial 

The first known burial in the Salt Lake City Cemetery was that of Mary M. Wallace, daughter of George B and 
Melissa Wallace. She was born in Indian Winter Quarters on January 8th 1847, and died in Salt Lake City Utah of 
diarrhea on September 27th 1847. The lot owner where she and her other family members is owned by Daniel S. 
Wallace, who is a relative of her parents. She was only eight months old at the time of her death. Her brother, 
George Jr., died within a month of Mary, and he was only 3 months old. He, too, died of diarrhea. It is so sad to 
me that something so easily treated now was life threatening for the early pioneers.  

 
Stop 3: park at 340 N Center Street (to get there f rom stop two, go up Main Street 
and turn right on 310 North, then left on Center St reet, then left on 330 North) 

• Christmas Box Angel 
Mostly all of us have read or heard of the book "The Christmas Box" by New York Times bestseller, and local 
Utah author, Richard Paul Evans. A young couple moves in with a widow to help care for her and her home. Little 
by little they discover secrets that the widow has been keeping. They find her crying at an angel monument, and 
uncover a story of tragedy and heartache. The original angel monument as referred to in the book no longer 
exists at the Salt Lake City Cemetery, but was located in the area north of the cemetery office. It was an actual 
gravestone for a child with the words "Our Little Angel" inscribed on the headstone. The headstone was destroyed 
approximately 1984. (See Stop 2 above, Joseph Fielding Smith. The original Angel was in this area.) 
On December 6, 1994, "The Christmas Box Angel" monument was placed and dedicated at 340 N Center Street 
in the Salt Lake City Cemetery. This monument serves as a grieving and remembrance place for all those that 
have lost a child.  People place pictures, roses, teddy bears, and other such objects at the monument site each 
time they visit. 

o The Christmas Box book is dedicated to Sue, the author's little sister. She was stillborn when Richard 
Paul Evans was only two years old, and his mother felt tremendous grief over the loss of a child. As was 
custom with stillborn babies, Sue was never buried, and there was never a gravesite. The author believes 
this story came from Sue to him to help their mother heal her grief.  

o The inspiration from the woman in the story came from a real-life woman who would go to the Salt Lake 
City Cemetery and grieve over the loss of her child. Her name and identity is unknown. 

o The Christmas Box Angel monument was constructed by the renowned sculptor Ortho Fairbanks, and his 
son Jared Fairbanks. Ortho and his wife had lost a child, and found great significance in the statue. They 
donated much of their time to complete the monument. 

o The monument was financed from proceeds of the book.  
o All of the publisher's and author's royalties from the printing of a special leather edition of the book go to 

charity. 
o The face of the angel on the monument is modeled after Richard Paul Evans' second daughter, Allyson. 
o There is much symbolism in the statue, including the word "HOPE" found in the angel's right wing. The 

reason the arms of the angel are outstretched are to welcome all that come to it, and to be lifted into the 
arms of a loving parent. 

 



Stop 4: park at 330 North, just west of Central Ave   
• John Taylor 
• Heber J Grant 

 
Stop 5: park at 405 N Hillside 

• Gordon B Hinckley 
• David O McKay 
• Henry D Moyle (Richard Moyle, son, my father in law ) 

 
Drive past 6:  

• Wheelchair headstone 
This is a beautiful headstone of a young boy reaching up out of a wheelchair towards heaven. It makes me cry 
every time, and it’s definitely worth seeing! 

 
Stop 7: park at Wasatch and Main Street 

• Howard W Hunter 
• Spencer W Kimball 

 
Drive by 8 

• Donor graves 
The University of Utah's body donor program was founded in the early 1940s. Cadavers are used to educate 
health care students and doctors, as well as by researchers developing new technologies. The bodies are 
cremated after use. If the family wishes to bury them in a family lot, then the remains are given to the family. If the 
family does not specify that they want to have possession of the remains after cremation, then they are buried in 
the Salt Lake City Cemetery in the designated area. Once a year on the Friday prior to Memorial Day they have a 
service for anyone who wishes to attend.  

Stop 9: North Plat 
• Ancient Native American bones, mass burial  

For many years the Utah Museum of Natural History had a collection of Native American remains in their 
basement. In 2008, they held a special ceremony and placed all of these remains in one mass grave, with a small 
marker to indicate the spot where they are all buried in one mass grave.  

• Hirum Beebe, The Sundance Kid?  
Was Hirum Bebee the infamous "Sundance Kid" who ran around causing havoc with Butch Cassidy? Nobody 
knows for sure, but the evidence is very interesting. Hirum Bebee was arrested in 1945 for shooting and killing 
Mount Pleasant City Marshal Lon Larsen. He was sent to the Utah State Prison where he served until his death in 
1955. Some believe that his true identity was Harry Longbaugh, the famous train and bankrobber also known as 
the Sundance Kid. This identity has never been proven and Longbaugh's family denies the possibility. After 
escaping to Bolivia, the story is told that Longbaugh, "The Sundance Kid", was killed, but because no remains 
have ever been found, many think that he escaped back to the United States, and lived out the rest of his life as 
Hirum Bebee. There are rumors in Sanpete County, where Bebee lived, how good he was with a gun, and that 
Butch Cassidy used to visit him there. Many people say that Hirum Bebee could not have been The Sundance Kid 
because their height doesn't match.  

• Located next to the grave of Hirum Bebee is a mass burial of inmates who died at the Utah State Prison . 
Some died of natural causes, and some were executed. They all have different death dates and years, and their 
birth dates are unknown.  

 
Stop 10: park at 445 N Center Street  

• Chief Whaanga 
 
 
l 
Drive past 11 : Center Street and 365 North  

• Pauper Field 
A place to bury those without any money for a proper burial. You will notice there are very few headstones in this 
area, as those people didn’t even have money for headstones. 



 
Stop 12: 1100 E 405 N 

• Veterans Memorial Gardens  
 
 
Stop 13: Cypress Ave 270 N 

• Lester F. Wire, inventor of traffic light 
 
On the way home, drive by: 

• Brigham Young’s grave : 1st Avenue between State Street and A Street on the South side of the street. Many 
of his wives and other prominent LDS members are buried here. 

• Very first pioneer burial site, which was also foun d to be an ancient Native American burial 
ground prior to the pioneers (Book of Mormon people ?) 

o Drive South on 200 West, and go under the Salt Palace. When you come to 300 South 200 West, watch 
for a plaque on Southwest corner of the intersection. 

 
Interesting information with no specific location: 

• Jean-Baptiste:  Jean Baptiste was employed as the first grave digger for the Salt Lake City Cemetery.His job 
was to dig the grave for the deceased person to be placed in. The death of Moroni Clawson in January 1862 set 
off a chain of events that would etch the name of Jean Baptiste into the pages of Utah's Mysteries and Urban 
Legends forever: A few months before his death, Moroni was arrested for being a part of the robbery and assault 
of Governor John W. Dawson. On January 17th 1862, Moroni attempted an escape from jail, and was shot and 
killed by a Salt Lake City Police Officer. Because no relatives came forward to claim his body and pay for a proper 
burial, Henry Heath of the police department purchased burial clothes for him, and had him buried in a small part 
of the Salt Lake City Cemetery. After word reached Moroni's family that he had been killed and was buried in Salt 
Lake, they came to town to claim his body and have him moved to a family burial site in Coalville. Upon extraction 
of the body, Moroni's brother George discovered that his brother was completely naked in his coffin. An 
investigation began, and because of the already growing suspicions of Jean Baptiste, police were led to his home. 
There they found stacks of boxes in the corner of his room with over sixty pairs of burial clothes, including 
children's and adult's shoes, clothes, and personal belongings. Investigation led them to believe that he had 
robbed over 300 graves! He was immediately sent to jail. The townspeople were outraged, and flocked to the Salt 
Lake City Cemetery to check on their deceased loved ones. Accounts at that time say that the cemetery looked 
like a mole hill with all of the bodies and coffins being dug up. There are two different accounts as to what 
happened to all of the clothing found at Jean Baptiste's home: The first account says that they were laid out for 
the townspeople to come and claim their loved one's clothing; another account says that they were all placed in a 
large box and buried in a mass grave at the cemetery, with Brigham Young assuring them that their loved ones 
would rise up in the resurrection wearing the original clothes they were buried in. Jean Baptiste went to trial, and 
was immediately found guilty. He was so hated, that he would not be safe in prison with other inmates who only 
sought to hurt him. He was placed in a wagon late at night and banished to Antelope Island in the Great Salt 
Lake. Because officials worried he could escape from Antelope Island, they placed him even further out on 
Fremont Island. Some say that he had the word "Grave Robber" or "For Robbing The Dead" branded onto his 
forehead. This is not where his story ends, but where the mystery begins. Three weeks after being banished to 
Fremont Island, cattle herders went out to check on their cattle. They discovered one of their heifers had been 
killed and its hide tanned for leather. A small ranch house had been torn apart, and some of its wood was 
missing. Jean Baptiste was nowhere to be found. Most believe he made a raft and escaped. Nobody knows what 
happened to Jean Baptiste after his apparent escape. In March 1893 a skeleton with a ball and chain around its 
ankle was found on the South shores of the Great Salt Lake. Some claim this must be the skeleton of Jean 
Baptiste, but officers Henry Heath and Albert Dewey, who were a part of the group banishing him to the island, 
claim his ankles were never bound.Many have claimed to see a man wandering the South shores of the Great 
Salt Lake with a ball and chain bound on his ankle, only to see him disappear into the night. If this skeleton wasn't 
that of Jean Baptiste, what DID happen to him after his escape? Did he run off to a far off town and live the rest of 
his life under an alias? Did he drown while trying to escape, and his body is still out there? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Dates in the Salt Lake City Cemetery's History:  
o February 17th, 1849 : Brigham Young formed a council  to find an acceptable spot for the city cemetery. The 

council consisted of Daniel H. Wells, Joseph Heywood, and George B. Wallace. Mr. Wallace led the group to an 

area he had buried his daughter and other family members. The other council members agreed that this spot was 

suitable, and twenty acres were surveyed.  

o January 1851 : The Great Salt Lake City was incorporated.  The twenty acres surveyed by the council became 

the Salt Lake City Cemetery.  

o July 1863: Corner stones are placed to mark plats , and in 1900 Park Plats were opened and perpetual care 

was started. Perpetual care extended to the whole cemetery in 1906. 

o 1906: The sexton's house was built . It was built for use by the sexton by the same person who built the Sexton 

house at Mt. Olivet cemetery across the street to the south of the U of U football stadium. Prior to 2002 the 

Sexton lived on site in the house. When Mark Smith, the current sexton, took the Sexton’s position in the spring of 

2002, he proposed that they make the entire house into offices to better suit the customer needs. Since then the 

upper floor has been used for meeting / training rooms, and the main floor for customer service. It has been a 

very beneficial change, and better suits the needs of the cemetery using it for offices instead of living quarters. 

Prior to that, the sexton's office was the small room on the south east corner of the house. This is the same room 

that contains the vault where they retain all the hand written records (every deed to burial rights issued, a written 

record of all internment in the cemetery, etc,). All the records are backed up electronically on the Access Data 

base and on Spatial Generations data base . These records can be viewed on line through namesinstone.com 

and History.Utah.gov “Burial Search” WHAT IS A SEXTON? A sexton is the person assigned to take charge of, 

care for, and supervise the cemetery. They are responsible for the open and close of graves, and to do this they 

must know where each plot is located. In short, if there is anything you want to know about a cemetery, the sexton 

is the person to go to! They know their cemetery inside and out! Mark Smith is the current sexton of the Salt Lake 

City Cemetery, and has been since 2002. 
o February 27th 1915 : The Gate Entrance design was chosen.  

o 1942: Walls were built around the Cemetery  by the Work Program Alliance. 

o August 19th 1945: A flash flood came through the ce metery . On August 19th 1945, a flash flood hit hard in 

downtown Salt Lake City, especially in the Avenues district. Several caskets were exposed, and several 

headstones were washed down to 4th Avenue.  

o December 6, 1994: The Angel Monument was placed for a memorial to children that have passed away. This 

was patterned after the book “The Christmas Box” by Richard Paul Evans.  

o 1994-1995: The last two areas of the Cemetery , X-5 and X-7, were developed. 

 
 


